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aachich n. Variant: may aachich. ground up arrowroot; flour. Category: Food. 

aak n. 1 • place; home; camp; ground; country. Aak thonamam wampin. They came from the same homeland. Ngay in nyiin- 
nyiinanga, aakangam. I'm sitting here in our private home/place. Category: Geography. 

2 • can refer to time also. Aakan thinth ngul wamp nungant pukan aak-ngeeyowanta. The time has come for her 
to have her baby. 

aak an punchan n. national identity or homeland, the place where a person comes from. The name of the homeland 

follows aak e.g. aak Israel punchan. Than aak Israel punchan al-alangana may thanttaman ke’am mungk- 
mungkin pam wanch Samaria punchan al-alantamaniya. The people of Israel did not eat the food of the 
Samaritans. Category: Geography. 

aak chi I n. ground; or soft sand as on the beach. Syn: aak ngaanh. Category: Geography, 
aak kan paanthan iv. just before dawn, just before the sun comes up. Category: Time, 
aak kan pachaman iv. dawn break when the morning birds call out. Category: Time. 

aak kath waa'an tv. Usage: old way of talking, now mostly say wik kath waa'an. tell an old story that the ancestors told. 

aak kech n. horizon, also can simply mean a distant place. Category: Geography. 

aak kepamiy n. moonlight. Category: Time. 

aak kinchang n. middle of the day. Category: Time. 

aak kulangam adv. always causing trouble. Than aak kulangam wak-wakantan ngamparakana. We're (our family) 
living in a place where other people are always making trouble and causing fights (towards us). 

aak makan tv. 1 • stay all the time in one place (just sitting or visiting). Often used of lazy, lethargic people. Aak yaa-yaa 
mak~ana! Don't stay in the house all the time! Ngay ke' ngul iiying, ingam kan aak mak~anga, ngul iiy~ang 
aakakana. I was going to go, but I'll stay here, and go home later. 

2 • make a mess on the floor by spilling something like tea. Than aak makantan, custard thakan 
yeechantan. They're messing up the floor, spilling custard on it. Category: Idioms. 

aak man ngathan tv. wait for someone (or an animal) in a concealed place so as to block the way. Nil pam alangan aak 
man ngathant, keenk kuup-kuup nungant. The man hid ahead of where she would come, and waited for her. Pam 
thonamang aak man ngath minh pangkak, nil wakang nyiin woyan wonkang. A man hid himself in the grass on 
the wallabies' path (with the intention of spearing one as they came past). Category: Idioms. 

aak man thanan Zv. early morning; just about dawnbreak. Aak kan-ngul man thanan. It is almost 
daybreak. Category: Time, Idioms. 

aak mee' kinchangam temp, daylight; daytime. Category: Time. 

aak minangam adv. sometimes used to mean: at a good time, at the right time. Nilan aak minangam wamp, aak yardan 

pach uwa. She came at a good time (or: She came when the place looked nice), when the yard was swept. 

aak min-minam See main entry: aak min-minan. 

aak min-minan adv. injure or damage someone to the point of death. Thuuk alangan ke'am aak min-minan path 
nunang. The snake bite didn't kill him. 

aak mook n. an empty house, due to being abandoned after a death. The area is taboo and people are not allowed to go near. 

Also used to describe a place where others have been before, and which they have used e.g. they have already dug most 
of the yams out of a piece of ground. Or can also be used to describe an empty house or camping place, where the 
people are out. 

aak mil'am n. 1 • an area used or inhabited over long periods; e.g. favourite spot that has been there for many years and to 

which people come to from all directions (e.g. the Landing, Ubun) for fishing, storytelling, etc.a major camping spot for 
a group; a much used fighting place; or favourite well. 

2 • a place where sorcerers might get people. See: mu'am. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
aak ngaanh n. ground; or soft sand as on beach. Category: Geography. 
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aak ngakang maayan tv. flood. Category: Time. 

aak ngeen ques. when; what time. 

aak ngeeyan tv. obey; listen; understand. Kan aak ngeeya! Weenth ey? Obey now! Are you silly? Than aak ngeeyiythan 
wik inangan, than kuchek waap thinhan. They should have understood this message, they're a bit dull in the head. 

aak ngutang temp, dark; night. Category: Time. 

aak Oncham (an kuuw) n. place ill the west over the Gulf where the sun goes down, where the spirits or life-force 
(ngangk thanth of the dead go down and do not re-emerge. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

aak pakang mak-makan tv. sit around doing nothing, want to keep on sitting e.g. stays in the house all the time doing 

nothing; lazy person, e.g. a person may want a turn at cards, but another person won't budge to allow that person to have 
a turn. So he might say to him: Nint wanttak aak pakang mak-makangan ee? Why do you just want to keep on 
sitting, you lazy person? Category: Idioms. 

aak pech n. space; room to sit or live in. Aak pech wanta! Leave a space (for someone to sit or sleep). Aak pechak 
wenk~ana, ngal yipam nyiin~ala. Look for a place for us to sit. (e.g. at a house opening). 

aak pemp n. tracks on the ground e.g. of a turtle, crab, pig, bullock, girlfriend or boyfriend. In aak pemp wee’antama? 
Whose tracks are these? 

aak petam temp, a long time ago. Syn: aak keenkanam. 

aak pil karp adv. close together. Aak pil karp nyiinanamp. We're sitting in one room (or area). Aak pil karp aawuch 

kaachantan ey? Why are they building those houses so close together? Aak pil karp wunanamp. We are next door 
neighbours. 

aak pil WUthanang adv. crowded, not much space to sit or walk around due to too many people, or things crowding out the 
space (e.g. much freight in a small aircraft, not leaving much room for a passenger to sit). 

aak pur' ngeeyan tv. to hardly believe (if something is incredible); or hardly hear (if person is deaf). 

aak pilU I n. tribal country; homeland, specifically father's country, and his father's before him (i.e. patrilineally 
transmitted). Category: Geography. 

aak puunh n. soft ground, good for sitting down, and also a good place to make a fire in which to cook a 
damper. Category: Geography. 

aak thak-an tv. sweep; clear. 

aak thathan iv. look out for (someone). 

aak ting-ting temp, very early in the morning, approximately between midnight and 3.00 am. Quiet time when people are 
asleep. 

aak UITI inch adv. a long time. Nil aak urn inch natham than-thana, minhak yippak wenkana. He's still away hunting, 
trying to catch game. 

aak um-menhang loc. in the middle (e.g. of a boat, or out in the deep water); inland country e.g. Central Australian desert; 

to be sitting in a group between others (not the idea of a circle with one person in the middle, but someone sitting with 
others, rather than off to one side.) 

aak umpuyam temp. Variant: also said as 'aak umpuyangam'. forever, for good. Ngamp aak umpuyam iiy~ampa, 
palaman ke'-ngul wamp~amp. We're going for good, and not returning. 

aak umyompanam loc. everywhere, all over the world. Categoiy: Geography. 

aak Way warn pan iv. serious trouble comes to a family or a place e.g. tragedy, or a death in the family, or a food shortage. 
Refers to either the times being bad, or to a place becoming 'no good'. 

aak way wunan iv. See: aak way warn pan. 

aak Wayang uwan (nunang) tpv. a girl having her periods (menstruation). 

aak Wayathan tv. bring shame on one's relatives by getting into trouble. 

aak worn iiy-iiyan iv. travel by foot for days and days, for a long distance e.g. Weipa to Cairns. 

aak woyan n. road; track. Category: Geography. 
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aak wunan iv. Variant: 'aak' is followed by an indirect pronoun like 'thant' or 'ngant' and the word 

'yimanang'. custom, cultural ways. Aak thant yimanangan wunan pal yiipuw al-alantana kampan ngent- 
ngentwuntan. The custom of the people to the south is to marry any kind of relative. 

aak yaal adv. restless; be up and down all the time (sitting down, getting up, going off somewhere quickly, etc.) Nint aak yaal 
wanttak iiy-iiyangana? What are you up and down for all the time? Nint aak yaal iniy want-wantangana! You're 
up and down and off here and there all the time. 

aak ya' warn pan ZV. (person) does not turn up as agreed. 

aak y U U k n. soft runny and white sand as found in the east at the Archer River. The sand west of Aurukun sticks to you if you 
lie on the sand, but aak yuuk quickly slips off your skin, kempam ench-enchan and is easily brushed 
off.Category: Geography. 

aakam Variant: minh aakam. n. whale. 

aakan wakan v. to come from that place. Category: Geography. Usage: old peoples' talk. Syn: aak an punchan. Ngay aak 
Cape Keer-Weer=ama, aakan wakana. I come from Cape Keer-Weer. 

aakanak dem. (go) over there; for that purpose, 
aakanak ekAN zV. shift to another place. 

aakang pekan tpy. gatecrash or take another person's role or responsibility. Nintang ke'aakang pekow nathan iiy~ana. 

Nint ma' malama! Than ngul iiyayna than-thanama. Don't try and gate-crash. You're out of it. They're going by 
themselves. Ke' nintang aakang pekowa! Ngan ngul piik~an nunanga! Don't you take that on. We'll hit her! (e.g. 
said when an older child takes on hitting a younger sister or brother, instead of parents). 

ctakangcUTI wampan z'v. come back in own good time. 

aak-kalan zv. act foolishly or without thought; to become lost and wander about; search fruitlessly for something 

lostAyzz; aak-kuman. Nint wanttak aak-kalangan, ke' kuchek waap ke'anang yimanangan ee? Anan job 
wantana.Why did you foolishly leave that job? Nintwey aak-kal-kalangan ey? Aawuch nungkaram nan 
kuuwa! Are you wandering around lost? Your house is over in the west. Ngay yaan aak-kalang needle wanttin 
ee! I'm wandering around searching for that needle wherever it is! 

aak-kuman iv. 1 • become lost; miss a place; or not recognize a place because it has changed since you last saw it. Syn: aak- 
kalan. Ngay aak-kumangan paal iikanakan wampanga. I missed the place so I came here. 

2 • to not understand. Than aak-kumin nungant. They didn't understand him. 

aak-kunch n. owner(s) or boss(es) of a certain territory i.e. a person's homeland. 

aak-min n. a really funny person who likes to make jokes and do funny things. 

aak-min thathan tv. want something very badly (e.g. alcohol, a woman). Nint ngeenak aak-min thathangan ee? Nint 
miniy weem-weemangan ingamak ngak yipam mungk~an ey? What is it you want so badly? Are you hanging 
back so you can drink grog? 

aak-minam adv. justifiably (has a good reason). Nil aak-minam kul thaw. He had a good reason to be angry. Nil aak- 
minam wun-wuna, weech-weechan, tha'ang thanpanam, paathang thakan piikin nunang. He had a good 
reason to be lying down sick, because they kicked him and hit him with tins. 

aak-ngeeyan adj. describes a good person or spirit who obeys the rules and doesn't like to kill or damage, but who also does 
good and likes to make peace and stop others from doing harm. The elder of the two yoch-yochiy spirits is described as 
being aak-ngeeyan. He is good and kindly and constantly tries to prevent the younger brother from doing harm to 
people. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

aak-ngeeyan zv. to be born. Puk wuut manyan aak-ngeeyanta. A baby boy was born to her. 

aak-pathan tv. sing. 

aak-pik-waa'an z'v. growl; complain; grumble. Aak-pik-waa' nil-nilamaniy. She was growling to herself. Category: Mood 
and Character. 

aak-thaampan tv. put up with; bear; endure, in reference to illness, and also to misfortune. (In referring to illness, it seems to 
mean a person should continue to act normally even though he or she is sick). Nil wanch alpanan-a, weech- 
weechan nunang, than wiy anangan thawin nungant, "Nint min-min nyiin~ana! Aak-thaamp~ana!." "Ya'a! 
Ngay ke' aak-thaampinga! Ngayang weechan kan-kanama!" When a woman was sick, the others said to her, "Sit 
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up properly! Put up with it!" (But she said,) "No, I won't try to! I'm truly sick." Nil pam nungantam nath enkiy 
nungant, "Nint ngeenam winynyang e?” "Ngay oony thathangana!" Nil puth pam-kunchan thawiyant, "Nint 
aak-thaamp~ana." Her husband might say to (his wife), "Why are you frightened?" "I saw a ghost!" So her husband 
might say to her, "Be brave." Puk ngatharamang way yumpan ngayanga, ngan ke'am aak-thaamp- 
thaampanan. My son has made things bad for me, we can scarcely bear it. Category: Insects. 

aak-umpan iv. watch and search for someone, especially a child. Syn: wenkan. 

aak-way adj. a person who is touchy and cannot take a joke, but takes offence quickly and stubbornly pouts; moody and likes 
to go his own way. 

aak-aak-way adj. a selfish person who likes his own way. 

mee'-aak-way adj. really jealous. Category: Mood and Character. 

aak-way pathan tv. act silly (but in right mind) e.g. a woman might do an angry dance and lift her dress, or she might sway 
her body provocatively. Sometimes people deliberately do stupid things to be funny, or to be a nuisance. 

aak-way uwan tv. really sick, just about dead. Category: Insects. 

aak-ya'ang adv. for no purpose, no reason, unnecessarily. 

aal n. Variant: yuk aal. chips, kindling for starting a fire. 

aalam n. deep channel or deep place in river, makes a good fishing place. Aak aalamangan thee'ina, nint minh nga' yot 
wich-wichin. Throw your line into the channel, you'll catch lots of fish there. Category: Geography. 

aamp 1 n. As in: kaal-aamp. poison uncle; a man's father-in-law. See: Appendix I. 

aamp 2 n. a pair of fishing nets held by the hand (two people working together). Netting looped (like waangk waangkam onto 
oval frame of four flexible sticks. Used for fishing in the swamps, and as a drag net in salt 
water. See: miich .Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

aanch adj. Variant: puk aanch. fatherless child or a child who has lost its father's brother or sister. 

aanch um orphan (no mother or father). See: puk um. 
aankam n. Usage: avoidance, ground, place. 

aankam mont n. Usage: avoidance, road, track. Category: Geography. Syn: aak woyan. 
aankam-nguchan tv. Usage: avoidance, sing. Syn: aak-pathan. 
aang n. Usage: avoidance, mouth. Syn: thaa'. 

aang wachaman n. Usage: avoidance, beard, or moustache. Syn: thaa' pench. 
aang-ngaalan n. Usage: avoidance, tongue. Syn: thaa'nganth. 

aar' n. Variant: minh aar'. smallish triangular shaped spotted stingray, with a long tail. Category: Fish, 
aath n. Usage: avoidance, cheek. 

WUlip aath n. Usage: avoidance, face. Syn: kaa'wal. 

aathal adj. mad person (e.g. who might lose his temper); deaf person (e.g. who has discharging ('leaky') ears), sometimes can 
also mean a bossy person. Syn: weenth. 

aathan 1 iv. 1 • a fire (thum) or bushfire (nhoom) catches on and spreads quickly (maybe helped on by the wind). Thuman puy- 
puyam aath-aathan. That fire is rapidly spreading. Thuun inpal kaawan wunpana, kuuwam aathan, 
nhoomaniy. The wind blew hard from the east, and so the bushfire spread to the west. 

2 • pass on a sickness (e.g. a fresh cold). 

3 • When aathan is used with pek (i.e. pek aathan it means to proceed from one point to another e.g. in reading, sewing, 
or walking, etc. Pek aatha! Wak~ana anpal keny aath~an um pek wak~ana! Sew it from the top to the bottom. Nil 
anpal keny thath aakanakam pek aath. He read from the top (of the page) to the bottom. Ngamp aak townam 
inpalana um pek-pek aathimpa. Let's go from town right down to the landing. 

aathan 2 dv. give, mostly food. Can also be used of relatives giving a woman as a wife to a man. 

kon-aathAN tv. remind; let know; train an animal. 

man-aathAN tv. tease. 
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ma'-aathAN dv. give (money, food etc); help, give a hand; show or; teach how to do something with hands. 
mee'-aathAN tv. show; introduce someone new. Variant: also said as 'meenathan' and 'meenngathan'. 
thaa'-aathAN dv. teach with words, e.g. especially how to learn a language, or arithmetic. 
thaa'-wal-aathAN dv. share food widely (e.g. with everyone). 

wanch-aathan n. when people, especially the parents, give their daughter to a man to be his wife, they then refer to the 
man, their son-in-law, as wanch-aathan. 

aath(wuntan) tv. share; swap, give each other things. 

aawuch n. house. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

aawuch-kunch owner of house. 

aay As in: may at aay. See: at. 

a ay wakan iv. fire keeps on burning till it burns out. Thum yoompan yaam pench-pencha, aay wak-wak, ya'-ngul 
minch. The firewood kept on burning, till it burnt out, and there was none left. 

aaymook n. Variant: 'minh aaymook'; and pronounced 'aaym ook'. fish of the types Black Pomfret; Blue Skate; Turbot 
(Parastromateus Niger); locally called paper fish. A small flat diamond-shaped fish. Found in salt water during the 
season um thurpak. Seldom caught on a line. Good eating. It is a mate to the nail fish, minh piny. Category: Fish. 

aa! excl. OhIOh dear! Oh, I made a mistake! 

aa' n. As in: As in: As in: 

achakll m n. nails, bone or wire, or small grass spear, thrown mostly at night but sometimes in the day when out hunting to 
perform an act of sorcery. Only performed by sorcerers. Some old men still practise this. Nil pam ma' wop alangan 
achakumang chint nunang wanchaniya, puth weech-weechan nunang, way-wayaman wun-wunana. The 

sorcerer speared the woman with a small object, so now she's very sick. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

achamp n. Variant: minh achamp. emu (Dromaius novaehollandiae), Australia's largest bird, flightless, long powerful legs 
with three toes, grey-brown to very dark, almost black. Traditionally only eaten by older people because of scarcity. If 
eaten by younger people, it is believed hair will turn prematurely grey. Rarely seen now. Category: Birds. 

achamp wok n. Variant: minh achamp wok. baby emu striped for camouflage in long grass. Stays with family for up to 18 
months. 

achantang adj. 1 • high, raised. (Used to describe such things as: electric poles, houses, raised ground, animals sitting up 
straight, hair styled to sit up in front.) Achantang nyiina, wumpan ya'a! Sit up straight, not hunched over! Keny 
achantang wunp~ana, than ku' il-ilangan ngul mungkina! Put it up high, or else those dogs will eat it! May 
palowan achantang thip ulpa! The damper has risen (can be used of cakes also). 

2 • loud speech or singing. Man achantang thaw-thawana. He's speaking loudly, (e.g. at a Community meeting). Man 
achantang thaw-thawana. He's speaking loudly, (e.g. at a Community meeting). Man achantang thaw- 
thawana. He's speaking loudly, (e.g. at a Community meeting). 

tha'achantang nyiinAN tv sit on haunches. 

tha' achantang thanAN tv. stand on tiptoe. 

achanthlip n. a person who has style e.g. a young man who dresses flashily in western shirts, jeans and riding boots; can also 
describe a person who tells lies and who thinks he is smart. See: thup. 

achiy thawan iv. sneeze. Variant: also can be said as 'kaa' achiy thawan'. Ngay achiy thaw-thawang, than yaaka' 
ngayang waa'-waa'antana a' ak-akantana. I'm sneezing, maybe someone is talking about me and swearing at 
me. Kaa’ achiyathiyang ke' waa'~an nunang, nil in puth ya'a. Nil palaman wampow-a, mee'angam ep 
thaw~an nungant. Don't talk about that person behind his back, he's not here. When he comes, talk to him to his face. 

ach-min adj. (to do something) well; properly (e.g. making baskets and dillybags, movement e.g. walking; also used of good, 
fluent speech or lovely singing voice); to be beautiful, to make something look nice (e.g. a birthday cake, table 
decorations, or a grave). Ach-min yump-yumpana niiy dance=an min-minam paththam kee'-kee’ana. You did 
that dance very well. Wikan ach-min thaw, nil wik othamayan thaw-thawan. He's speaking nice and clearly (easy 
to hear). Yuk ngoyngk inana ach-min than-thantan. This shade is really beautiful. 
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ach-umpan tpv. to make attractive, to look; nice (can be said of people, clothes, flowers, houses, dilly bags, etc.) An ach- 

umpan pulanga, yuk olkan kuchek pulantamangan kathpul. Those two look good with headdresses on. An ach- 
ump-umpan nintang, may kooth yanganangan wunpana. You look good with that waterlily in your hair. 

ach-umpanam adj. looking beautiful (Used especially at times like sunset and sunrise, at the breaking of dawn, and in the 

September and October months in the late afternoons when the clouds are banked up prior to a storm, stretched along the 
horizon like castles.) Yuw in kenyan ach-umpanam wun-wuntana. Those clouds look beautiful. An ach- 
umpanam than-thantana, may kooth ananganiya. Those waterlilies look beautiful. 

achwey adj. ugly; or odd-looking (of a person or his appearance). Kulich achwey kal-kalangana. You're wearing odd, ugly 
clothes. Koonh achwey pentan ngul. The tooth is broken off, leaving an odd-looking appearance. Nint uIp— 
ulpanang iiy-iiyangan ey? Nint menth ey? Hollywood girl ey? An ya’a. Nint tha' kontathiy puth ma' 
yuungkathiy thathan nungkamang, kuchekathiy thakana, achwey iiy-iiyangan, menth ya’a. You proudly think 
you are pretty like a Hollywood girl, do you? Oh, no! You should look at your big ankles and big elbows and big head, 
you're ugly, not pretty! 

ach-WOOl nyiinan iv. feelgood, not worrying. Category: Mood and Character. Puk manyan yukang mat-matiy, a' 

keekiywey natha, nil kemwayyow-kunchan thawiy kaath-kunch alantan, "Thuwa! Ach wool ke' nyiin~ana! 
Wiy kemiyang yukam encha!" If a child should climb up a tree and fall down, his grandmother would say to the 
mother, "Daughter! Don't sit there contentedly without a care! That's why the grandchild has fallen from the tree!" 

ak 1 n. protruding flesh. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. 

thaa' ak n. lips. Syn: thaa' pe'an. 

thip ak n. loose skin around tummy area ('spare tyre'). Syn: thip pe'an. 

ak 2 n. string spun from rough skin part (thuuth pe'an) of Cabbage Fan Palm. Syn: pe'an. 

akan tv. swear; also swear in the sense of an oath (e.g. swearing on a person's hands or head or blood or spear wounds, or worst 
of all, on a dead body). 

akang thanAN rv. body shaking and shivering with hot anger while swearing, building up to doing an angry dance. 

koonhang akAN tv. really bad swearing. Category: Mood and Character. 

akang than-thanan iv. shake body in anger. Category: Mood and Character. 

akangam adj. shaking; quivering from fear or sickness. Category: Mood and Character. Nil kemp akangam than-than. He 
was shaking with fear (from watching the bad fighting). He was shaking with fever. Ma' akangam than-than. His 
hand was shaking from nerves, from a fright (e.g. from hearing a shot). Nil kemp akangam than-than. He was 
shaking with fear (from watching the bad fighting). He was shaking with fever. Ma' akangam than-than. His hand 
was shaking from nerves, from a fright (e.g. from hearing a shot). Nil kemp akangam than-than. He was shaking 
with fear (from watching the bad fighting). He was shaking with fever. Ma' akangam than-than. His hand was 
shaking from nerves, from a fright (e.g. from hearing a shot). Nil kemp akangam than-than. He was shaking with 
fear (from watching the bad fighting). He was shaking with fever. Ma' akangam than-than. His hand was shaking 
from nerves, from a fright (e.g. from hearing a shot). 

kon wal akangam thanAN /v. puzzled, does not know what to do. 

man akangam thanAN iv. speak or sing in quivering voice. 

ngangk akangam thanAN tv. 1 • guilty feelings. 

2 • scared. 

akaraman iv. wither away; dry up; fade away (used of flowers, plants, and people and animals). Pach anangan kan-ngul 
akaramantan. Those flowers have almost faded away. Wanchinthan kan-ngul akaraman ngula, kan-ngul 
uthamanaka. That old lady is all withered up and faded, and just about ready to die. 

akareey See: akathareey. 

akathareey excl. Variant, also said as 'akareey'; pronounced 'akathar'eey' and 'akar'eey'. Goodness me!Gracious! 
(expressing surprise). 

akench n. part of leg behind the knee. Akenchang koy-koyyuw iiya ngamparanga. He just went behind us. Category: Body 
Parts and Products. 
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ak-thaa' adv. repeat after (in speech or singing); follow after. Usage: mostly said to children. Niiy ak-thaa' ngatharang 

thaw~ana. Say after me. Niiy ak-thaa’ ngatharang kamp mo'~ana, ngay keenk mo'~ang, niiy kul-kulama.Yoa 
run after me, I'll go first, you follow. 

aklll adv. Variant: also 'kalkul'. folded up; cross-legged. 

akul nyiinan Zv. sit cross-legged, with legs underneath. 

aklll pipan Zv. 1 • sit cross-legged; coiled up (e.g. as of a snake). 

2 • fold up blankets or swag. 

aklll WUn-WUnan Zv. lie with legs crossed and arms folded up. 

ak-wichan tv. attempt to stop someone from going somewhere. "Nipala! Ngay kan iiy~anga!" "Aw! Nint ke' iiy~ana! 

Ngampwey ingama!” "Nip ngayang ke' ak-wichow ingamakana!" "Hey, you two! I'm going!" "Oh, no! Don't go! 
We're staying here!" "Don't you two make me stay here!" 

akwul 1 n. Variant: yuk akwul. a large tree growing near swamps or rivers (as at Yagalmungkan and the Watson River) with 

smooth brownish bark and pinkish flowers attractive to native bees. Used for firewood. Good water can always be found 
near this tree, e.g. springs, cold refreshing water. Category: Plants. 

akwul 2 n. Variant: 'minh akwul'; pronounced by some 'akal' or 'akwal'. Name for the fish types Freshwater Catfish 

Dewfish; and Butterjew (Neosilurus ater), locally called dewfish. These are freshwater eel-tailed catfish, yellow in 
colour. Good eating. They can grow up to 6 kg, but usually average 2 kg. They are caught with earthworms, grubs or 
bait from the flesh of frogs, lizards or birds. Category: Fish. 

al adv. occurring only in: man al iiyan. hurrying to catch up, maybe via a short cut through bushes. 

al-al antam dem. belonging to those ones; from those ones; because of those ones. 

al-alantan dem. to those ones; for those ones. 

al-alantang dem. with those persons. 

al-alangan dem. those ones (people or animals) (did something to someone). Niiyang al-alangan ak-akantan! Those ones 
are swearing at you! 

alantam dem. belonging to that one; from that person; because of that person. Wukal ngay ya'a, ngay alantam uwangan. I 
haven't any spare money; I had to get some from that person. Q: Waangk inan wee'antama? A: Wanchinth 
alantama! Nil ngath thee'a. Q: Whose dilly bag is this? A: It's the old lady's and she gave it to me. Ngay ngangk 
winynyang mo'ang pam alantam ngutang ngath ang wamp. That man frightened me when he came to me at 
night, (drunk). 

alantan dem. to that one; for that one. Ya'a! Ngay alantan thee’anga! No (I can't give you a loan). I've already given to that 
person. Walmant kaanch pent nungant pam komp alantan. The cheekbones of the young man are sticking out. 

alantang(an) dem. with that person; in that (vehicle); on someone's body (or body part). Nil anana, alantangan 

nyiinan. She's over there, sitting with that one. Nil car alantangan mo'a, Johnny=antang. He has gone in that car, 
Johnny's car. Nil picham nungantang alantangan nyiin. He sat on the shoulders of that man. 

alangaman dem. that same one (did something to someone); with that same one; in that same one. 

alangan dem. that one (person or animal) (did something to someone); in that; with that. Nintang alangan piik, nint 

ngoongk-ngoongkiyanga. That person hit you, but you didn't see him. Nil kek alangan ngaarpanang chint 
nunang. He speared him by mistake. Ngay pillow alangan nyiinang. I sat on that pillow. 

alkay n. type of string bag. Usually refers to kempan or waangk yoompan. Categoiy: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

al mp n. yam-digging stick usually made of wattle wood (yuk yakal). Also used for fighting. Syn: kechan 2 . Categoiy: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

alpan n. sick person, (from any kind of sickness). Categoiy: Insects. 

amanam(an) dem. from that (thing); from there; from that time; because of that reason. Nil may waththiy maay waangk 
amanam. She took some yams out of that dilly bag. 

ampangan Zv. Usage: avoidance, to get up from sleep or from sitting down, to start to fly as applied to birds or planes. Minh 
panch an-ngul ampang. That bird has flown away. Syn: ekan. 
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ampangathan tv. Usage: avoidance, wake someone up; raise someone. Syn: ekathan. 

an dem. over there; that one; that thing. Pam ngatharam wanttina? Nil ana! Where's my husband? He's over there. 

an keny dem. way up there. 

an pek dem. long way down there. 

an yOOn, anam yoon dem. outside e.g. outside the cleared camping area, outside the house, the village, even 'off the 
blanket'. Can also mean out in the village area, rather than near the store or office. 

anam dem. over there (in sense of back there). Ngay gunan anam wantang. I left my gun back over there. Ngay latan anam 
pi'ang yippaka, ngay ke' minchathang yippak. I'm still keeping that book back over there; I haven't finished it yet. 

anan dem. that one; that thing. Anan yuk ngatha! Ngay piiyanga Cairns=am anpalan. That thing is mine! I brought it from 
Cairns. 

ananathan tv. tease. Syn: man-aathan, wukal-aathan. 

an-aniyangan conj. at the same time. Plane pi'an inganan wamp-a, an-aniyangan ngak pi'anan uk-uk aak 
ingan. There was a heavy rain storm just as the big plane landed. 

an-anman dem. a very long time ago. 

anangaman dem. those same ones. 

anangan dem. those ones. Ngayanangan pal piiying! I wish I could buy those things. Puk manyiy anangan kamp mo'- 
mo'ina, yuk way min yaaka' maayin. Those children ran fast, maybe they've been stealing. 

anar adj. really cold. Syn: kuchar. Category: Time. 

anch n. Variant: yuk anch. names given to trees where flying birds like ibis and geese roost at night (yuk anchang nyiintan). Not 
one species only, but any of the large tree types they are accustomed to roost in. Category: Plants. 

anchakal n. Variant: minh anchakal. Name for fish types Oxeye herring; and Tarpon; locally called swampfish. Swift 

swimming fish with a silver body and very large eyes. Often seen finning along the surface. When feeding in deep water 
releases a trail of bubbles. Very bony. Grows to 3 kg. (Megalops Cyprinoides). Category: Fish. 

anchan z'v. fall in love. Paman nung ancha wanch alantan, wiy pul kaangk wun-wunpul pulantakama. That man has 
fallen in love with that woman, that's why they like each other. Category: Mood and Character. 

anchan tv. sting from bite (e.g. of a hornet, spider, dog or snake); sore that stings e.g., when onion gets in your eyes, or when 
medicine is being applied to a wound. Ngayang puunyang kemp pathina, wiy kempan anch-anchan 
ngayangalHornets stung me, and as a result, my skin is stinging. Oparang ngul anch nintang, ke' wik 
peey~ana! The medicine will sting you, but don't cry! 

anchathan n. spear type. See: kek anchathan. 

anhan adj. heavy. Kaa' anhan. Choked with a cold. Nunk anhanang nath uwow nintang, ke'-paal nint achiy achiy 

anman thaw-thawangan. Maybe you are getting a heavy cold, and that's why you're sneezing. Thaa' anhan pung 
gunanga! Minh nath yaaka' punga! That was a heavy-sounding shot! He's probably got it. 

anhanathan tv. make heavy (either a thing or a person, e.g. by heaping blankets on them to carry). Bucket in tha'iya, ke' 
anh-anhanath~an, yotan ke' wunp~ana! There is already plenty in this bucket. Don't make it heavier by adding 
more to it. 

ankan 1 n. Usage: avoidance, tomahawk. Syn: thayan. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

ankan 2 adj. Usage: avoidance, hard; strong. Syn: thayan. 

ankanaman iv. Usage: avoidance, harden. Used also of the body hardening in fits, and of arguing. Syn: thayanaman. Nil ya' 
ank-ankanaman. He took a fit, and was very stiff. Pul ank-ankanamanpul. Those two are arguing. 

ankanathan tv Usage: avoidance, harden; strengthen. Used also for strongly protecting land by not allowing others to take it 
over, aak ankanathanak. Syn: thayanathan. 

anman dem. that same one; a long time ago; that's all. Pam anman nila, ka'athangaman wamp inga. That's the same man 
that came here before. 

anman kan that's all (for now). 

an-ngul dem. already (gone) over there. Nil an-ngul kanam mo'. He's already gone. 
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anpal Variant: also 'anpalan'. dem. from that; from there; from that time; because of that reason. Ngakang epan ngut ongka, 
nilan ke'-paal anpalan kootra ench. She was soaked all night from the rain, and so she became ill. Aak nung ana! 
Wachana! Nil anpal wampa. His home is far away. That's where he comes from. 

anpalan See: anpal. 

anpalaniya dem. after that time; from that place; because of that. 

ant n. Variant: thul ant. long shaped pieces of baler shell on the end of woomeras. Syn: pinch. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

ang dem. over there; in or on there. Ngay ang wunpanga. I left that thing over there. 

angam dem. right over there; there (to stay). Nil palam ke' yaaka' wampow, nil angam ngul wunow. Maybe he won't come 
here, but will stay there. 

angan dem. on that; in that. Ngay latan table angan wantang, ngul wee'ang yaaka' maay ngatharam. 1 left that book on 
that table, then someone took it. Nil ngoyngk angan nyiina. He was sitting over there in that shade (of the tree). 

ang-angam adv. keep on and on, without pausing (e.g. fish constantly nibbling line). Ang-angam mungkan mayaniya, 
ngangkang ke' thee'anam. He's eating all the time, not taking a break. 

angk n. a type of yam (maybe Cayratia sp.) found in melon holes and on the grassy edges of rivers. It is a round root eaten after 
cooking in the ashes or the fire or in an earth oven. Available in the kaap and onchan seasons, up till 
September. Caiegory: Food. 

angkalam n. Usage: avoidance, hair. Syn: yangan. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

angkalamwet n. Usage: avoidance. 1 • widower, a man who has lost a wife or wife's brother or sister. 

2 • widow, a woman who has lost her husband, husband's brother or sister. Syn: wukalongk. 

angkam ump-umpan iv. hit sides with bent arms when doing the angry dance (thuunth-thuunthan). Categoiy: Mood and 
Character. 

angkangan ipv. Usage: avoidance, sick. Syn: weechan. Categoiy: Insects. Namp-pinya! Nintang angk-angkangan ey? 

Daughter, are you sick? 

angkarathan n. Variant: minh angkarathan. rock cod. Categoty: Fish. 

angman dem. there in that (same) place. Nil wallet nungantam angman want, anpalan wiyang ngul yaaka' maayin. He 

left his wallet there in that same place; now maybe others have taken it. 

ang-ngul dem. over there in that place. Ngay ang-ngul ngul thee'~ang nungka. I'll give it to you later over there in that 
place. Ang-ngul kal~an nunanga. An ngul thathayna. Take him over there to them. They'll see him. 

ang! excl. expresses surprise, with the sense of "You don't mean to say!" 

any adv. fast, very quickly. Kamp any mo'a! Run here speedily! Wuntang plane=an any kal-kalana! The wind is making the 
plane go fast. 

ap onom, adv. noise of tomahawk when chopping for firewood, or for sugarbag. Ana wee'ang ap umpana? Who's chopping the 
tree down? Categoiy: Sounds. 

apachan n. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

apalech 1 n. the ritual complex from the area stretching from Love River to Knox River, involving songs, dances (e.g. shark 
dance, whale dance, barramundi dance and mullet dance) and creation myths left by the two Pungk Apalech men. It 
links clans in the area as landholders in charge of totemic centres along mythic 
tracks. See: pucha; wan am. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

apalech 2 adj. salt water, really clear sparkling water, calm and glassy in the dry season, onchan min. As in: ngak 
apalech. Category: Geography. 

apam tv. belch; burp. As in: man apam thee'an. Categoiy: Sounds. 

apam enchan iv. to hide quickly so no-one sees you. 

apan tv. 1 • peel off ti-tree bark (kich ap) with a heavy stick (kechan) or a tomahawk or a knife, in order to wrap stingrays or 
freshwater sharks in the bark ready for cooking in a ground oven. 

2 • chop and open up the "mouth" end of a spear handle (kek okanch or kek thiimpin) in order to insert prongs. 
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U U n g k apAN tv. make a smooth hole for nails or barbs to go in a spear. The cheekbone from a wallaby is sometimes used 
for the scraping of the hole. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

apar n. Variant: yuk apar. Small stinging caterpillar, with white hairs and black feelers. Causes one to sting and itch 
badly .Category: Insects. 

apee! excl. an expression of excitement or anger, meaning something like: "Whatever is happening here?" 

apey! excl. Goodness gracious! 

apiy! excl. Usage: spoken very fast and low. 1 • Oops, I made a mistake, eh? Syn: apu'!. 

2 • Can also mean, "Or do you disagree with what I've just said?" (e.g. this could be added by a speaker after he makes a 
proposal to go fishing.) 

appa greeting, goodbye, 
appang excl. Oh no! 

appap adv. hush!,quietly. Othamayan ke' thengkwey! Appap ee! Don't laugh so loudly! Hush! Than appap nyiin- 
nyiintana. They're sitting quietly. 

appenchan z'v. run away,become lost,lost to sight. Puk many ngatharam ya' appench, nil wanttin yaaka' iiy-iiyana? My 
child has slipped away, I wonder where he is? Wik ya' appench ngatharamwey. That word has gone out of my 
mind.Punth-paam anan mo'-mo'an, um kaaw Cairns=aka, anpalaniya ya'-ngul appench. The plane was flying 
east towards Cairns, now it is out of sight. 

appow greeting, goodbye, or used as a greeting in passing. 

aprok onom. frogs' noise. 

apu'! excl. Oops, I made a mistake! Syn: apiy!. 

arkiy! excl. Goodness gracious! No! e.g. if someone tells lies or makes a joke to tease someone, someone might answer, "Arkiy! 
Ya'a!" 

at n. As in: As in: As in: 

ath onom. can refer to the sound of a bell,or to other cracking, snapping or clapping sounds, 
ath ngeeyAN tv. hear the sound of the bell, 
ath piikAN tv. ring a bell. 

ma' ath piikAN tv. clap hands,or beat with hands. 

ma' ath thuthAN tv. crack finger joints. 

ma' ath umpAN tv. clap hands.or beat with hands. 

thaa' athathiy may mungk-mungkAN tv. smack lips when eating. 

athalkang n. Variant: yuk athalkang. Beefwood tree (either Alphitonia obtusifolia or Xylomelum scottianum). A medium 
sized tree (to 20m) with small thin shiny leaves and brownish rough bark. Heartwood reddish in colour. Thin leaves. 
Yellow flowers. Common near Aurukun. Used as timber for houses and for making tobacco pipes. Category: Plants. 

athamayan adv. See: othamayan. 

athan tv. Usage: avoidance, light a fire. Syn: pathathan. 

athant 1 n. Variant: yuk athant. white tree in beach side scrub used to carve wide smooth dishes about 1 metre long, used for 
carrying loads of food etc. The dish is made from the wood, not the bark. The seed of this tree is called the windmill 
seed. Category: Plants. 

athant 2 n. Variant: minh athant. swim bladder of fish. This is a long white balloon-like sack inside near the liver of many fish. 

It is cooked inside when the fish is cooked and is alright to eat. The meat is soft and slippery like that of a 
jellyfish.Category: Fish. Syn: minh thuut. 

ath-ath adv. quickly,hard. Ath-ath mo'~ana! Run fast! 

athiy n. grandfather (mother's father and his brothers). Syn: ngechwuut. See: ngechwuut in Appendix I. 

aw 1 n. story place,totem place,totemic centre. There are many of these, and they are considered taboo. It is said that they were left 
by the totemic beings who 'went down' after completing their creative and mythic deeds. There are a wide range of aw 
which have different rules of ownership and access, and different rituals associated with them. Some, e.g. ku'aw on the 
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Archer River, are totemic centres for totemic beings; others are centres for the spirits of the dead for a particular clan, 
and others are increase centres. Those who control them are those in whose clan countries, aak puul, they lie. They can 
be dangerous for outsiders e.g. a woman is said to become pregnant if she goes near puk aw. If people go near the 
yamstick story place on the Kendall River, they are said to get severe stomach pains because the yamstick is piercing 
their intestines. If men or boys go near a story place (e.g. a waterfall north of Aurukun) they will become pregnant. But 
if the boss of that totem place rubs underarm sweat on them as they come near the totem place, then they will be 
protected and will not get sick or pregnant. As they approach, they will also call out to their ancestors: In nganam ow! 
Inwey kalan thananga! Ke' kaa'-kuman thanang! It's just us! We've brought those ones! Don't refuse to recognize 
them! See: aw kenthan. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

aw 2 v. fond of e.g. of men or women, children, food, fish, or of certain attitudes. Syn: weenth. pam awa (a woman who is) fond 
of men. pam man-ngeeyan awa! a man who is forever disbelieving others, engkan awa inquisitive 

person. Category: Mood and Character. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngoyngk-thathan-aw someone fond of new, good clothes all the time. 

aw kenthan tv. 1 • someone getting into a totem place and disturbing it in some way. Sickness follows as a result. 

2 • refers also to increase rituals at those totem places that are increase centres e.g. a yam centre. It is believed that the 
ritual ensures bountiful, large yams by sending out the spirits concerned. 

aw yal -yal mathan tv. claim that someone is your girlfriend or boyfriend when the other person hasn't agreed; claim that 
things (e.g. blanket, cup) are yours when in reality they belong to others and you have no right to them. 

awal, n. 1 • smell (of food, person, thing, animal, etc.) Awal min unchan ngak rainan ukan aak ngaanhangana. There is a 
good smell when the first rains come. 

2 • Used (with verb nuuthan/nguuthan of a woman being attracted to a man. Nint pam-weentha, puth nint awal 
nguuth-nguuthangan nunanga! You're man crazy and attracted to that fellow! Nint pam-weentha, puth nint 
awal nguuth-nguuthangan nunanga! You're man crazy and attracted to that fellow! 

thaa' awal mi n good smell or taste in the mouth, after eating something good e.g. fish or after kissing. Categoty: Idioms. 
awal 2 n. voice. 

awal pathan tv. know someone very well, to be used to them; or to be familiar with them. Ngan Mama wee'anangan 
nintang awal pathan. We (Mama, I, etc) know you very well. 

awal an g thee'an tv. to put one's smell (underarm perspiration) on another person or child, so that they will not get sick. This 
is often done by the owner of a country when he and others are approaching a story place. It is also done to newcomers 
after they have seen a traditional dance for the first time e.g. Wanam or Apalech (which have their origin in the story 
place) e.g., at the Lochhardt River dance festival, the Lochhardt River people and children had the smell put on them 
after seeing the Aurukun and Edward River dances. Another occasion when this happens is when a child is born. Some 
days after the birth the aunties and uncles on the father's side, and the father, sit in a straight line and pass the baby 
along. They all put their smell on him or her. The father sits at the end, and he is the last one to put his smell on the 
child. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

Swam n. As in: puk awam. a child who is subnormal in mind, and speech. 

awar n. hole in ground or sand e.g. bauxite pit, or may be one dug by a pig or a dog. Sometimes used to mean a 
grave. Category: Geography. 

awey! excl. Come here! 

aw! excl. Oil no! 

ay adv. As in: thaa'-ay. speak up loudly or sing loudly, not afraid to speak up. 

ayeey! excl. Hey! (when calling out from a long distance). 

aykar n. Usage: avoidance, string (for any use, e.g. fishing lines, making dillybags, binding spears), also for widows to wear 

around their necks and armpits and over shoulders),strips of material for binding sores. Syn: kuuy. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

aym iy n. bereaved mother, who has lost a child, also a woman whose sister's child has died, or a man who has lost his sister's 
son. See: maakiy; munh; aanch; urn; ooy; mant. 

ayyang excl. Hey! 

a' conj. and,and then,next. 
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bill empan tv. draw water from a well. Niiy ngak pantamak uk~ana a' ngak bul emp~an, pal kal~an ngampar 
mungkanaka. Go down to the well, and get us water, and bring it back for us to drink. 

bul-bul onom. sound of boiling water. 
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chaapar n. blood,also used to describe something red in 

colour. Syn: ngoolpang. Syn: ngoolpang. Syn: ngoolpang.Sjw: ngoolpang. Syn: ngoolpang. Syn: ngoolpang. 

chaap-chaapariy adj. mixed with blood e.g. urine with blood in it. 

kaa'wal chaapar adj. red-faced (e.g. a white person who is sunburnt or sick with fever); blood on someone's 
fac e.Category: Insects. 

mee' chaapar adj. blood-shot eyes from being angry, or from a fever; or from having sore eyes. Category: Insects, Mood 
and Character. 

ngangk chaapar(am) happiness because of close friendship. Category: Mood and Character, 
yeep chaaparang sunset. Category: Time. 

chaapar piikan tv. fight violently, to the point of bloodshed. 

Chak n. Variant: kek chak. hook of spear. 

chakang chintan tv. 1 • to catch a cold,or become cold when the weather changes, or from getting wet e.g. from the dew, or 
from not drying one's hair after a shower. The phrase can also be applied to objects like blankets, sheets and the ground 
becoming cold. Kucharang kuchek chakang chintanya, theth anpalana. I got wet with the dew and I've caught a 
headcold. Aakan chakang chint ngul. This has become a cold place. 

2 • to get pain from sitting in one position too long, or from bending over gathering shellfish, oysters, yams etc., or from 
too much walking. Nil yaam thuuch-thuuchan, minh ochanganak, a' mangkana chakang ngul chintan. She 
stoops over too long gathering mudshells and then her back starts to ache. Category: Insects. 

chal adv. As in: mee' chal ikan. to open eyes; become alert and awake after sleeping. May coffee thee'ara! Mee' chal 
ik~anga! Give me coffee to help me wake up! 

chalupam adv. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

Cham Cham mungkan tv. chomp,eat loudly, smacking lips while eating (like bullocks eat). Syn: thaa' athathiy 

mungkan. Ngay ngutangan ekangan a' ngeeyangan cham cham mungk minh kaanch ku'ang mungk- 
mu ngk. I woke in the night and heard a dog smacking its lips on a bone. 

Chang n. Usage: avoidance, water. Syn: ngak. 

chang chichan peyan iv. jump over something like a log. 

chang chichan thaa' peyan iv. jump down quickly,or jump on quickly. 

chang peyan iv. 1 •jump into or out of a boat,jump up or down,skip,jumping movement as for wallabies and kangaroos 

(chang chang peyan). Syn: thaa' peyan. Chang chang pey ngakanga, dinghyang ngul thucha! Quickly jump in 
the water, lest the dinghy sink! 

2 • also used to describe a promiscuous person (especially a woman) 'jumping' from lover to lover, 
chang thaa' peyan iv. high jump as at sports. 

Chang waarkan n. Usage: avoidance, spring. 

Chang wet n. Usage: avoidance, salty or brackish water. 

Chari i m adj. a very small amount (mostly referring to food, but sometimes can refer to something else, like the point of a pen). 

charr onom adv. As in: As in: As in: 

chawaa! excl. 1 • curse you! Syn: chawor, chawal. Chawaa! Ngul weechow nintanga. Curse you! You'll get sick. Chawaa! 
Ngul utham~ana. Curse you! You'll die. Chawaa! Ngeen-wiyang uwow nintang ngatharamana! You'll get 
stomach ache from the power from within me. 

2 • an angry word said with spitting; said in anger (e.g. when children are naughty) or when fighting. Category: Mood 
and Character. Ngay kaangk ke' nintanga! Chawaa! I can't stand you! I'm going to spit on you. (Then spits.) 

chawal! excl.See: chawaa!. 

Chawor excl. 1 • sometimes used like chawaa (first meaning). 
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2 • Shut up! Chawor! Wik nungkaraman kaangk ke’ ngeey~anga! Shut up! I don't want to listen to you! 

3 • Damn it! e.g. if a fish gets away someone might say, Chawor! Minh thuuchan. Damn it! That fish got away. 

cheemar n. As in: minh cheemar. a place where stingrays have been living and then have left; it is left a bit 
dusty.Category: Fish. 

cheemarathan tv. to do something (e.g. weaving) tightly; or firmly thayanathan, yaark yaark ya'a. 

cheengk As in: As in: As in: 

cheew As in: As in: As in: As in: 

chekwaaw See: chekweew. 

chekweew n. Variant: also said as 'chekwaaw'; and pronounced 'chekw'eew' or 'chekw'aaw'. thin, long worn found 
inside old rotten mangrove branches and roots. When it rains they crawl out onto the ground. Can be eaten raw or 
boiled. Good as a cure for sickness. Category: Insects. 

chel n. Variant: minh chel. butter fish. There are two varieties, a big black one which lives in the rivers to the east (Archer River 
area) and the spotted one which lives on the beach side. It is a mate to (i.e. similar to) minh kuntul. Category: Fish. 

chelal n. Usage: avoidance, urine. Syn: ocham, oonam, kump. 

chew Variant: thum chew. n. flaky top part of bark (any kind) which is beaten till it is soft, then tied up and wrapped round and 
round with pandanus leaves. It is then used as a light to go hunting and to get bonefish at night. The light starts at the top 
and works down. Category: Plants, Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

chey! excl. go away! 

chichan adv. As in: As in: As in: 

chicharak(ang) n. Variant: minh chicharak(ang). Willywagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys).Also used for Rufous Fantail 

(Rhipidura rufifrons), Northern Fantail (Rhipidura rufiventris) and Grey Fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa). Small birds, very 
active, fan their tails. Insect eaters. Not eaten except possibly by children playing at hunting. Category: Birds. 

chiik n. Variant: may chiik. tobacco. Syn: may keen. Syn: may keen, 
thaa' chiik adj. smoker, one who always has a cigarette in his mouth. 

Chiik milt n. cigarette butt, short end of cigarette. 

chiiny—chiiny n. Usage: avoidance. Variant: nhengk chiiny-chiiny. rat, lives in holes near the swamp. Looks like a rat but the 
meat is like that of a bandicoot. Has a long tail and is hairy. Category: Animals. Syn: kal, wath. 

Chi i'iy n. Variant: minh chii'iy. Brahminy Kite (Haliastur indus); and Osprey (Pandion haliaetus). Both birds have white heads 
and are seen around water. Ospreys are seen more near river mouth and beach. Osprey dives feet first into the water to 
catch fish. Has dark streak through eye and down neck. Brown above, white underneath. The Brahminy Kite has a white 
head and neck with deep chestnut/chocolate brown back and tail, white bar across end of tail. More a scavenger of 
carrion than the osprey. Not eaten now. Category: Birds. 

chil 1 n. As in: As in: As in: 

chil 2 adv, adj. a little, chil kech a little bit far. chil wanchinth a lady, not so old. chil komp a man, not so young, chil yot a 
moderate number, chil miyal partly better, chil weenth half silly, chil thinth a little bit close. 

chil 3 adv. mostly,always (in sense of habitually). Chil than kaangk kulak wenk-wenkayn. They are continually looking for 
fights. Chil pul panch piikanpul. They are always hitting birds. 

Chil Chil adj. a little bit (e.g. of food). 

chin adj. big, fat,good condition. Syn: kemp piinchan, kemp muthan, chun. Nil puk many olmp kan iiy-iiy. Ngul kaath- 
kunchangan may minh min-miniy aath-aathan nanpalan puk manyan kemp chin ngul ween. A child was thin 
and in poor condition. Then his mother fed him good food and meat and he became fat and in good condition. 

Chin Chin excl. you deceiver! 

chintan n. Variant: minh chintan. Spotted Butterfish and Mia Mia(Scatophagus argus). These fish are often seen swimming in 
schools in the clear freshwater. They are good eating. The dorsal spines will inflict a painful sting. Found in freshwater, 
brackish and estuary waters. Category: Fish. See: (minh) piny. 

Chintan tv. to spear (with a spear or crowbar). 
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chakang chintAN tv. to become cold,to get pain from being in one position too long. Category: Insects. 

ngaa'am chintAN (thant) ipv. get dark (at night time). Category: Time. 

pik ChintAN tpv. 1 • get a sore back from e.g. laughing too hard. Categoiy: Insects. 

2 • fed up, tired of someone or to be tired and not feel work etc. 

chip adv. halfway,or partway (used with verbs of travel, sitting, throwing (spears) etc.) Ngal chip nyiin~ala. Let's have a 

halfway break. Than chip-chipam iiyin, aw thinthan ke'am iiyin. They only went halfway. They didn't go close to 
the story place. 

chir (wampan) adv. come quickly, appear quickly without people knowing or being aware. Nil kan chir wampar, thiina, 
ke' thathampana. She appeared so quickly we didn't know that she had come. 

chitan (wampan) adv. to reach the place e.g. when people are travelling and reach the place at last. 

Chi' Chi' chi' calling a small dog to get its attention. (Say Oow! Oow! to call a big dog.) Category: Sounds. 

chok Variant: u m chok. n. soft middle part of cabbage tree palm or bread. 

chokalang n. Variant: minh chokalang. Orange-footed Scrubfowl (Megapidius reinwardt). Large (but smaller than kuunth, 

dark rich coloured small headed fowl with short head crest, bone yellow skin around eye. Powerful orange legs and feet. 
Found in rainforest and scrub. Builds huge mound of leaves and other vegetation mixed with sand or earth. Up to 12m in 
diameter and 5m high. Bird and eggs are eaten. The call is somewhat like the imitation of a rooster - chokal-a-a-ng 
chokal-a-a-ng! Category: Birds. Syn: lo'alang. 

chol n. iron digging stick,crowbar (not wooden) used especially for getting mudshells, and is also used for getting turtles and 

yams. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kek Choi n. iron spear for big game hunting and fighting. 

chor-chor n. As in: pip chor-chor. clay that is yellowish before roasting, then it becomes red. It is found not too far under the 
ground. It is used for painting up for dances and for painting spears and fighting sticks kechan). Widows used to paint 
their bodies with it. Categoiy: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

chukklin n. boat; canoe. 

chukkun kaa' 
chukkun ngaatam 
chukkun think 

chun See: chin. 

Chup adv. sound of impact with water. Category: Sounds. Category: Sounds. Category: Sounds. 

chup thanpAN iv. 
chup thee'AN tv. 

Chur adv. to be frightened. Category: Sounds, Mood and Character. Chur engkaman. He jumped with fright. Chur chur 
thaw. He got a fright. 

Chutan thu'an tv. (birds) quickly spearing prey with beaks (e.g. pelicans or brolgas) or with feet (eagles). 

chutan (pu ngan) tv. throw a spear or fighting stick straight at someone or something or at the ground. 

chuur adv. continuously flowing water. Category: Sounds, Geography. Ngak chuur ukan. Water flowing along (after first 
heavy rain of the wet season). Mee' kam chuur ukan nungant. Her tears are flowing. Ngak chuur ukan. Water 
flowing along (after first heavy rain of the wet season). Mee' kam chuur ukan nungant. Her tears are flowing. 

wik chuur yeechAN iv. tell someone the bad words someone else has said about him. 

chu' thawan iv. spit. Categoiy: Sounds, 
chu' thee'an tv. spit. 
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echan tv. intercourse (sexual). Nil pamangan echan nunang wanchana. That man is having intercourse with that woman. 

eechak n. Variant: may eechak. waterlily root, small and round. The plant has small leaves and a small flower. The food part 
(the root) is brown or black. Inside the root is yellowish white in colour, which after being boiled is really sweet and 
delicious. This waterlily type is found in fresh water, mostly in the swamps. See also may erk, may 
umpiy .Category: Food. 

eekal n. snail. Category: Insects. 

eempal n. Usage: avoidance, back, lower part below the small of the back,back of waist. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

polam eempal n. Usage: avoidance, everyone,everything. Syn: ma'mangkam. 

WUUt eempal n. Usage: avoidance, ancestor. Syn: wuut mangk. Category: People and Kinship. 

eenchan iv. tired of someone or something (e.g. someone who talks too much or is always asking for money, a noisy radio, 

work). See: kaa' eenchan. Ngul eench-eenchamp ngamparakama. We might get sick and tired of each other. Ngul 
eench-eenchamp ngamparakama. We might get sick and tired of each other. 

thaa'-eenchAN iv. groan in pain. Category: Insects. 

eenchathan tv. make someone tired of you or of something. Nint ngayang yaa-yaa eenchath~an wirelessanganiya, kan 
uthatha! Don't make me tired of the noise of that radio. Turn it off! 

eent n. Variant: minh nga' eent. small swamp fish, used for bait or eating. Syn: thaa' oyngk. 

eep adv. low down, man eep low, soft voice. Eep-eep iiy. He walked crouched over (e.g. when stomach was in pain or after an 
operation.) Ngay may eep-eep kalang. I was bent over carrying that food (because it was heavy). 

eepaman iv. to go low (as of a plane). Pek-pek eep-eepamana! That plane is flying very low. 

eepan tv. creep up on something (especially when hunting) crouching over low e.g. creep up on a wallaby, or a brolga, or a 
duck. 

eepathan tv. lower something (e.g. children bending limbs of trees down when they swing on them, or lowering the propstick 
of a washing line). Yukan ke’ eepath~ana! Ngul thutha! Don't bend that limb down. It will break! 

eethan iv. (a woman) gives a present to her boyfriend as a remembrance, or to show that she cares. The present is normally 
something like a handkerchief, tobacco, or a photo. 

ee' res. yes. 

ek 1 n. shell (e.g. of crab, minh puuy ek, or of turtle, minh punchiy ek, or of a shellfish, minh ochangan ek,also 
eggshell. Minh ekan tha'~ana! Break open that eggshell! (e.g. of a bush turkey or a goose). Minh ekan 
tha'~ana! Break open that eggshell! (e.g. of a bush turkey or a goose). Minh ekan tha'~ana! Break open that eggshell! 
(e.g. of a bush turkey or a goose). Minh ekan tha'~ana! Break open that eggshell! (e.g. of a bush turkey or a goose). 

ma' ek n. fingernail. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ngangk ek n. shoulder blade. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' ek n. toenail. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ek 2 As in: wik ek. loud echoing sound e.g. thunder, or someone wailing, children shouting loudly, or calling someone. 

ekan iv. 1 • get up (people or animals),take off (planes or birds),move away. 

2 • stick out. Yangan ekan. Her hair is standing up and out. (like an afro hairdo). Yangan ekan. Her hair is standing 
up and out. (like an afro hairdo). Yangan ekan. Her hair is standing up and out. (like an afro hairdo). Yangan 
ekan. Her hair is standing up and out. (like an afro hairdo). 

aakanak ekAN iv. shift away, or shift to another place, or a bird flying from one place to another. 

pench ekAN iv a person feels embarrassed or guilty after someone else has thrown hints about some trouble that happened 
in the past (about which the person still has grudges) or about their appearance. Category: Mood and Character. 
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wang ekAN iv. 1 • describes a person or animal who has been crouching or squatting down who then rolls over to get up. 

2 • stand out or stick out. 
ekathan tv. to get someone up. 
ek-mich adj. soft skin. 

ekmil liyang n. beetles of all kinds, including cockroaches. This word is used also for the little pretty sparkling beetles that are 
blue and green and live in the trees like yuk okanch and yuk thiimpin. Category: Insects. 

ek-thayan adj. hard shell e.g. of a turtle; or tough skin e.g. of horses, wallabies, bullocks, blue-tongue lizards, some fish, 

crocodiles, dugong, also some men and women. Some people pinch their children roughly. If they don't cry they say they 
have tough skin ek-thayan) but if they do cry they say they are ek-mich. Nint wanttak peeyangan ee? Ek-mich ey? 
Puk many nint kemp thayanam iiy~ana! Why are you crying? Are you a soft-skin? You should have tough skin. 

el nan iv. Usage: avoidance, stand. Syn: thanan. 

elnathan tv. Usage: avoidance, stand someone or something up (e.g. a billycan on the fire). Syn: thanathan. 

eman iv. to have a serious and sulky look, not talking to anyone, stubborn. Syn: kaa' kulam. Category: Mood and Character. 

eman iv. grow (of people, plants, animals). Ngay ngakang kuungkang tomato plant yipmam minam emowara. I'll water 
my tomato plant so it will grow well for me. Category: People and Kinship. 

emathan tv. raise a child or pet, (grow someone up); or adopt a child. Also can refer to growing and cultivating plants. 

kaath emathanam n. woman who raised a child, as his guardian. 

pi ipiy emathan n. a child calls his father's younger brother by this term. 

pilk emathanam n. a child brought up by someone other than his parents. 

empan tv. bail out water,draw water,pull out or up,get something out of something below (e.g. a pig out of a bush oven, water 
from a well, bail water out of a boat, or get a yam or damper from hot ashes, or a turtle from swamp mud.) Minh pi'am 
emp~ana! Take the meat out of the ground oven! Ngak emp~an paampama! Get some water from the swamp! Minh 
pi'am emp~ana! Take the meat out of the ground oven! Ngak emp~an paampama! Get some water from the 
swamp! 

bul empAN tv. draw water from a well. 

ench n. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

enchan 1 iv. fall down (person or thing, including a plane landing). Syn: keekan. 
enchan 2 iv. occurring in a number of expressions, where it seems to mean something like 'become', 
kan ngotan enchAN iv. become dark e.g. baby's skin becoming darker. 

kee' enchAN iv. 1 • take someone's place or turn, to get in first, or to take what is really someone else's. 

2 • block someone from someone else. 

kiimp enchAN iv. sweat. 

kon e nch iy adv. be alert, listening for someone coming,be well aware of your responsibilities. 

kootra enchAN iv. beginning to be sick; not only a headache, but maybe vomiting, or it could be a bad disease like 
leukemia. Category: Insects. 

kul-kull iyang enchAN iv. complain about or become angry with someone who is trying to joke with you and cheer you 

up. Category: Mood and Character. 

ma'-thayan enchAN iv. faint or fall down in a shock because of a fright, (e.g. a dogbite, or seeing a snake or a crocodile) 
or because of a sickness or because it is the early stages of pregnancy. Category: Insects. 

monkanang enchAN ZV. come behind. Syn: monkan wakan, kul-kulam iiyan. 

ngangk ench adv. feel sad because someone you love dearly is far away or dead. If far away, you are concerned because 
you don't want that person to be hurt or to suffer severe punishment. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk enchAN iv. out of breath, puffed out from carrying a big load a long way or from hunting over a long distance. 

ngotan enchAN iv. get mixed up with others, in either a good or bad way. 
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tha' thayan enchAN iv suddenly fall or faint:to die suddenly. Category: Insects. 

Waa' enchAN iv. get mixed up or associate with another group; or with another woman, different from before. 

weep kan enchAN tv. gone to sleep. 

wuuyan enchAN iv. come in between (e.g. interrupt conversation); cross between. 

enchan 3 tv. row a dinghy with oars. Ngay ma' punth thinhan. Kan nint ngul ench! My arms are tired. Your turn to row! 

enchathan tv. cause to fall. Mangoes yot anangan ngakang enchath. The rain made lots of mangoes fall down. 

engk n. Variant: minh engk. large fresh water yellow fish. Category: Fish. See: minh thochan. See: minh thochan. 

ka'anth engk n. big catfish. 

engkaman iv. As in: chur engkaman, puch engkaman. jump with fright. Category: Mood and Character. 

engkamathan tv. As in: puch engkamathan. to frighten someone (e.g. after tickling someone from behind). Ke' puch 

engkamath~anweya! Nil kaa'-ngoongk nyiin. Don't frighten her! She's not watching you. (She's sitting not noticing 
what's going on.) 

eng kan adj. clear, open. 

aak engkan(ang) a place that is clear, open e.g. an airstrip, a plain, pintal, or a cleared campsite in an open area on a 
highly timbered ridge. 

aak man eng kan not quite a clear place e.g. when walking, horizon may not be quite clear because it is too distant. 

mee' engkanang visible, can be seen e.g. when in the bush you might be looking for sugarbag or getting mudshells and 
others can see you in the distance because the bush is not too thick. 

Wik engkanang easy language; easy words to understand (of another tribe) e.g. Wik-Mungkan is considered an easy 
language wik engkanang) but Wik Kiith (English) a difficult one wik wuthanang. 

eng kan iv. ask. 

engkan awa someone who is inquisitive and who is always asking questions,a stickybeak. Syn: engkan weenth. 

engk-thaa' n. ribs. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

enyan adv. calm; placid; quiet. 

aak enyan thanAN iv. a quiet place, (e.g. after people have left a camping place). 

man um enyan adj. peaceful; quiet. 

ngak enyan thanAN calm water, no ripples (e.g. as in the early morning). 

enyan umpan iv. (noise) dies down (e.g. of a fight), quiet now. 

enyan wunan n. lie still. 

ep 1 n. lap. Category: Body Parts and Products. Epang nyiin~an. Sit on my lap. 

e P 2 adv. really,really well,by contrast; sense of someone certainly having a certain skill or quality or experience (compared with 
others); do something well. Than ngeenang yuk piinthang ump-umpantan kuutan thanttam puk manyiy 
thanttaman aak-ngeeyana; ngampiya ep keenkan ngamparamang nga'alangkanga, wiya ochanganang 
kuyam umpin kuutan puk manyiy ngamparam keenkan aak-ngeey-ngeeyin. They cut their babies'cords with 
bamboo - we, by contrast, in the old days used to cut the cords of the babies with glass or shells. Ngay ep kuchek 
waap min. I'm alright. I'm brainy. (Even though not stated, implies contrast with others.) 

epan tv. As in: ngakang epan. get wet; or soaked from the rain (e.g. a person, an animal or the ground, trees etc.) Ngakang 
kan ep aakana puth pung ling-ling ya'-ngul. The ground is wet from the rain, and it's not so hot, the heat ripples 
have gone. Ngayang ngakang epanya. I'm soaked through from the rain. Kulich ngatha ngakang ep, wee'ang 
puth maayiy. My dress got wet on the line because no-one cared enough to take it off (when they saw it start to rain). 

epankan iv. return,come back,shift to another place,change, turn around. Fred wee'anang koyam epankin Weipa=aka. Fred 
and family have gone back to Weipa. 

epankathan tv. return something, bring back,stir (i.e. turning food e.g. soup, custard, stew from one part of the saucepan to 
another),turn (e.g. turn face, or change expression, or turn food (e.g. potato or damper) over to the other side). Palam 
epankatha! Bring it back! Kaa'wal ngeenak epankathangan nungkaram ee? Ngul way ey? Nint kul ngath ey? 
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Why do you turn your face the other way? Are you angry at me? Palam epankatha! Bring it back! Kaa'wal ngeenak 
epankathangan nungkaram ee? Ngul way ey? Nint kul ngath ey? Why do you turn your face the other way? Are 
you angry at me? 

Wik epankathAN tv. 1 • someone comes and tells you a yarn or something, but they really want to use you for something 
else, so later in the conversation they will change the subject to what they really came for (e.g. a loan). 

2 • change from one language to another, (e.g. when someone is using Wik-Mungkan and then suddenly switches to 
English; or to translate from one language to another). 

ep-paththam adv. do something really well, really does well, good in doing it,also used for contrast. See: ep (adv). Nil ep- 

paththam work min iiyan, wiy anangan ya’a. He does really good work, those others do not. 

erk 1 n. Variant: may erk. waterlily root which grows in the swamp and is found in the mud. It has a small leaf and small flower. 
The root is brown or black in colour and is long and hairy. It is the size of a large plum with shoots growing out of it. 

The food inside is yellowish. Syn: may eechak. See: may mukath; may umpiy. Category: Food. 

erk 2 adj. lightweight, with hardly any flesh (crabs and turtles only). 

erkam adv. quickly, straight away. 

erkan n. seaweed scum on the water, either on salt water or swamps (possibly Drosera indica).Also used for green grass around 
a swamp or river. Some is really hard, erkan thayan, and some is soft, mich. Sometimes erkanthiy is used to describe 
soap suds also. 

erpathan As in: man erpathan. tv. keep alive,help survive. Nil puk many aak-ngeey, kaath-kunchan way ngul wun. 

Puk many alanganiya thuut wanch thon alantam mungk-mungk. Nil wanch alangan man erpathan puk 
manyanwey. A child was born, but his mother was very sick. He was breastfed by another woman - she helped him 
survive. 

erp, erpam adj. 1 • raw, uncooked (food), unripe fruit. 

2 • green (leaf, grass, etc.) Also used sometimes to describe something that is green in colour. 

etangar n. Variant: kek etangar. spear with stingray barbs (Beachside people) or emu or kangaroo bones (Topside people) 

along the shaft pointing away from the tip - one or both sides of the shaft. Originally a fighting spear used to spear men 
or women when they took someone else's wife or husband in the tribe. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. 

etar adv. going fast,quickly. Ma' et-etarang umpan. She writes/types quickly. Pil et-etar iiyan. She is walking fast. 

etch adj. clean (of a body, place, utensils),clear (of water or sky). Syn: pach. Aakana etch ngul than. The place is really 
clean.Thunp yuwangan etch wuntana! Yuw ke'ananga! The stars are bright and clear, with no clouds at night. 

etchaman Zv. to be clean. Kemp ngaywey kan etchamang. My body is clean now. 

etchanaman As in: ngangk etchanaman. Zv. wildly beating heart from anger. Category: Mood and Character. 

etchanamang adj. shaking,or shivering with fear or fever. 

kemp etchanamang body shaking, from fear or fever. Syn: kemp akangam. Category: Mood and Character, 
ma' etchanamang shaking or trembling hands (e.g. may have trouble holding a cup). 

etchathan tv. make something clean (oneself, saucepan, cup, billycan, dress, etc.) 

ew-ekan Zv. make love. Ew-ekan pulant Those two are making love. Maarich ew-ekan thant. They (e.g. beautiful women 
and handsome men) are likely to be very interested in making love. 

ey 1 adj. light (in weight). 

man ey happy, light, carefree voice (the opposite of man anhan, where a voice is heavy, maybe because of sadness in 
leaving loved ones. 

ey 2 ques. question word used at the end of the sentence. Nil kan wamp ey? Has he come? 

e' adj. dry (can be used of the ground, clothes, sheets, blankets, firewood, etc., or of one's throat). Ngay man e', ngakam 
uthamang. My throat is dry, I'm thirsty. 

e'aman Zv. to dry. Sheets kan e'amin ngathar. Those sheet have dried for me. 

e'athan tv. dry (something),wipe dry e.g. dry face (of tears, food, etc.) or dry body after swim or shower. Ngay dishes plates 
thak e'ath~anga. I'll wipe those dishes and plates. Ngay sheets ang waanch~ang, kinchang e'athow. I'll hang out 
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those sheets for the sun to dry. Chilangan ngakan e'athan. The sand dries up or absorbs the water (i.e. it seems to 
suck it in and dry it out). 

e'e' excl. Oh yes! 
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n. Variant: minh ichan. 1 • fish called Spangled Perch (Therapon Unicolour) found in lagoons, swamps and rivers. Rarely 
grows to 0.5 kg. Good to eat. They are yellowish and brownish. The children often catch these with cotton and a pin, or 
using a very small hook on a line. They have lots of bones and have a firm flesh (not tender like salmon). See: minh 
wuunt (saltwater counterpart). 

2 • Black Striped Grunter (Amniataba percoides). This small fish of the grunter family grows to 20 cms but is more often 
around 10-15 cms. It is easily recognised in the water by four or five vertical black bands on silver body. They can be 
caught on fishing lines and eaten or used as bait. Found in freshwater. Category: Fish. 

n. Variant: minh ichan. 1 • fish called Spangled Perch (Therapon Unicolour) found in lagoons, swamps and rivers. Rarely 
grows to 0.5 kg. Good to eat. They are yellowish and brownish. The children often catch these with cotton and a pin, or 
using a very small hook on a line. They have lots of bones and have a firm flesh (not tender like salmon). See: minh 
wuunt (saltwater counterpart). 

2 • Black Striped Grunter (Amniataba percoides). This small fish of the grunter family grows to 20 cms but is more often 
around 10-15 cms. It is easily recognised in the water by four or five vertical black bands on silver body. They can be 
caught on fishing lines and eaten or used as bait. Found in freshwater. Category: Fish. 

ichathan tv. warm oneself by the fire,singe an animal or a bird on the fire. Usage: old people's talk, not used anymore. 

iikanak dem. 1 • to here,to this place. 

2 • for this reason. 

3 • up to this time. Nan pal iikanak thongs ngathara! Just give those thongs to me here. Ngan pig ngul mulathan, 
palam iiyan anpal iiyan-aa, iikanak. We killed a pig, and then came from there to here. 

iikanakam 1 • right up to here. 

2 • right up to this time. 

iiman tv. to peep at (someone),to look through a crack or space,to come in (of rain) through a crack or hole. Ngak rainang iim- 
iiman ngampanga, windowama. The rain is coming in through the cracks in the windows. 

i imanang thathan tv. to peep at, watch in a peeping way. 

iimpan n. stomach. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: thip, iithun. Syn: thip, iithun. Syn: thip, iithun. 
ngak iimpan big tide, king tide as in kaap season. 

ngak iimpan pi'an high tide. 

i impan ngew early stages of pregnancy, when the baby is just starting to grow, maybe three months. 

iimpan pekan (nunang) tpv. labour pains starting. Iimpan pek-pekan nunang puk manyan ngul-ngulam aak- 
ngeeyowanta. She's starting labour pains, the baby is close now. 

iimpanang (iiy-iiyan) adj. pregnant. 

iinch n. a traditional dance. Originally used by the old men to bring out the young men after initiation, in order to present them 
to their relatives. The person or persons who are being brought out are in the middle of the dancers. The dancers have 
feathers and flowers in their hair, and carry leafy branches in their hands which they shake as the dance 
progresses.Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, linchang pentathin nunang, Silas=an, kangkan wuny- 
wunyathin. They brought Silas out in the linch dance, shaking leaves as they danced. 

iingk adj. lonely for; or homesick for home, country, friends, relations. Ngay iingk wun-wunang nunganta, nil pal erkam 
wampowweya! I'm lonely for him, I wish he'd come back quickly! 

iingkaman tv. be lonely,homesick. 
iith 1 n. thick bushes and undergrowth. 

i i t h 2 n. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

iithun n. Usage: avoidance, stomach. Syn: iimpan, thip. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
iithun pekAN tpv. labour pains starting. 
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ngak iithun tha'iy high tide. 

i ithun yeepanan iv. Usage: avoidance, get a shock e.g. because ofbad news. Syn: ngangk ikan. 

i iy 1 n. fishy smell,or meaty smell (e.g. of bullocks or pigs) or crocodile smell. For example, when a crocodile vomits, someone 
might say: liy in unch-unchana! Pikkuwang oyngk yamang yeecha! There's a crocodile's smell round here. A 
crocodile vomited around here somewhere, liy in unch-unchana! Pikkuwang oyngk yamang yeecha! There's a 
crocodile's smell round here. A crocodile vomited around here somewhere, liy in unch-unchana! Pikkuwang oyngk 
yamang yeecha! There's a crocodile's smell round here. A crocodile vomited around here somewhere. 

kemp iiy fishy or meaty smell on body. 

ma' iiy fishy hands, or hands that still have the juice or grease of meat, ducks, geese or brolga on them. 

iiy 2 n. smell of a person when they are very sick. Pam wanch man-way puya, iiy nguuthan nunang, a' peey-peeyathan 

nunang. There's a really sick person there, we could smell the distinctive smell, and we cried for him. 

i iya^ As in: kuuy iiyal. n. vine (Ormosia ormondii) that is beaten and crushed and thrown into the water, so that the fish become 
dizzy and dopey and float on the surface, and are easily caught. 

i iyal 2 n. Variant: yuk iiyal. a small stick used by someone who fishes from a dinghy, to hit the fish after it has been caught. 

i iyal 3 n. Variant: yuk iiyal. plant (Lumnitzera racemosa) that grows in the mangroves. Grows straight up and has wide 
leaves. Category: Grasses. 

i iyan /v. 1 • go,walk,travel. 

koochanam iiyAN zv. walk straight ahead. 

yaal-yaalang iiyAN h. walk unsteadily. 

2 • be in a certain state, or have a certain quality (mostly people and animals). In this case iiyan functions somewhat like 
the verb 'to be' in English. 

nyaa'-nyaa' iiyAN zv. be embarrassed, half frightened. 

yangk iiyAN zV. be greedy. Nil ka'atham pam minim iiy. He used to be a good man. 

i k 1 n. generally a dish, specifically made of messmate bark, ends folded and secured with a wattle yakal) spike or tied with string. 
Used mainly for rinsing may ka'ar. Also it is used for may wu'amp, which is put into the ik, and then has water poured 
over it. After a while this is drained off. At first the water that is drained off will be very bitter, but the process is 
repeated till it has a good taste, then the may wu'amp is ready for cooking in the ashes. Also the ik is used by the Topside 
people for carrying babies. Can also be used for carrying other things, like bush honey. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

i k UITI zz. a phrase used to describe the ik dish when it is empty, drained of water and food. 

i k 2 As in: As in: As in: 

i kampungan n. As in: kaath ikampungan. little mother, i.e. mother's younger sister. Syn: kaath many. See: kaath many (in 
Appendix I). 

i kan zv. to be split,or torn (e.g. blanket, dress, book),open (eyes or mouth). 

kul pi'an ikAN (thant) zv. hot row, fight with sticks, etc. Category: Mood and Character. 

mee' ikAN iv. open eyes (e.g. when waking up); to be surprised or amazed at something. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk ikAN iv. to get a fright (e.g. from watching a fight); to be aghast; horrified; troubled (e.g. because ofbad 
news).Ca/<?goz-y: Mood and Character, Idioms. 

thaa' ikAN zv. yawn. 

thaa' we'ar ikAN iv. open mouth wide (as in singing). 

i kathan tv. to tear,split (e.g. a dress, paper),or chop (firewood). Also used in some interesting ways such as: Chukkunangan 
kaa’angam ik-ikathan ngakaniya. The nose of the boat 'splits' the water (as it goes). Chukkunangan kaa'angam 
ik-ikathan ngakaniya. The nose of the boat 'splits' the water (as it goes). Chukkunangan kaa’angam ik-ikathan 
ngakaniya. The nose of the boat 'splits' the water (as it goes). 

kaa' ikathAN tv. smell hits you. Syn: kaa' ngoonch(ant). Category: Idioms. 

ngangk ikathAN tv. frighten someone (e.g. if someone comes behind someone and pokes him). Category: Idioms. 
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i kwoy n. a man with lots of wives. 

ilantam dem. belonging to this one,from this person,because of this person, 
i lantan dem. to this one,for this one. See: alantan. 

ilantang dem. in this person,in this (vehicle); on someone's body (or body part), 
i I an gam an dem. this same one (did something to someone); with this same one; in this same one. 
i langan dem. this one (person or animal) (did something to someone); in this; with this, 
i l-ilantam dem. belonging to these ones,from these ones,because of these ones, 
iI — i lantan dem. to these ones,for these ones, 
i I — i I a n tan g dem. with these persons. 

i l-ilangan dem. these ones (people or animals) (did something to someone), 
i man am dem. from this (thing); from this time; from this place; because of this reason, 
i mangalan tv. Usage: avoidance, look at,see. Syn: thathan. 

i mp a. bark from yuk ponth from which humpies are made. Syn: chew, uuch. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

thlim imp n. bark used for starting fire. Sy«; thum uuch. 
i mpan As in: wal impan. tv. start or provoke a fight, 
i n dem. this one or this person; here, 
in keny dem. right up here, 
in pek dem. right down here, 
i n yOOn dem. right outside here, 
i nam dem. right here, 
i nan dem. this one; here, 
i nangaman dem. these same ones, 
inangan dem. these ones, 
i nch As in: aak um inch. adv. a long time. 

i ncham As in: pung incham. n. extremely hot sun. Category: Time, 
i nchan n. borer. Syn: tiitan. Category: Insects, 
i n-inman dem. right up to this very time,this very same one. 
inman dem. 1 • right here, 

2 • right now,today, 

3 • this same one. 
inman kan this is all. 

in-ngul dem. just now (for first time). Nil in-ngul ngeeyangan, than ka'atham ke'am waa'in ngathar. I just heard that for 
the first time, they didn't tell me before. 

inpal Variant: also said as 'inpalan'. dem. from here,from this time,because of this reason, 
inpalan See: inpal. 

inpalaniya dem. after this time,from this place,because of this, 
ing dem. in or on here, 
i ngam dem. right here, here (to stay), 
ingan dem. in this,on this. 

ingk, n. shoulder. Syn: picham. Category: Body Parts and Products. 
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i ngk 2 adj. a drink (e.g. tea, lime juice, coffee) without sugar.Also used for fresh water (not brackish). Category: Food, 
ingman dem. here in (or on) this place. 

ing-ngul dem. into here,onto here. Nint ing-ngul wunp~ana! Put (food) on my plate now! 
i ny n. sandfly. Categoiy: Insects, 
ip n. Variant: thangkar ip. semen. 

i pOW n. Variant : may ipow. round root vegetable like may yiil. Cook in ashes or on fire and then beat and beat and beat with yuk 
ool till the seeds come out and it is smooth. Will not now make one's mouth itchy if eaten. Categoiy: Food. 

irp n. tribal marks on the body made at initiation time, mostly on the chest, but can be on the shoulders or arms as well. Cuts 

made previously with shells ochangan), and more recently with glass from bottles. Syn: marp. Um irp ongk-ongkam 
wun. He had long scars on his chest. Irp yak-yakwuntan minh ochangan alangan. They cut the marks with 
mudshells. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

i rp(am) adj/adv. together. Syn: karp. Than irpam nyiinayn. (A certain man's sister should have married his wife's brother) so 
that they could all sit together. Irpam thantan. They are standing close together. Irpam thathwuntan. They are both 
looking in the same direction. 

irrong n. Variant : minh irrong. a long fish found in the saltwater, a baby minh kiiw. Category: Fish, 
itam adv. slowly (in movement), or soft (in speech), 
itangam adv. See: itam. 
itathan As in: As in: As in: 

ith 11. stone. Syn: kunttow. 

ithalp n. long shaped pieces of baler shell on end ofwoomera. Syn: pinch, ant. Categoiy: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. See: thul. 

iwal n. dog. Syn: ku', thoonth. Categoiy: Animals. 

iwan n. coddles,short round shells found in the sand at the edge of the saltwater (e.g. at Yaanang, Wutan and on sandbanks. They 
are threaded together for necklaces. Some are white and some are brown. See: uch. 
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K - k 

kaachan tv. to build (a humpy 'ngorkal' or a house 'aawuch'). 

kaakthuthan iv. drop head down (maybe thinking, maybe sick, etc.) 

kaal n. mother's younger brother. See: Appendix I. 

kaal-aamp n. poison uncle. See: Appendix I. 

kaalow n. Variant: minh kaalow. Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis), Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus). Whimbrel is 
often referred to as kaalow many 'little curlew'. Pale buff to fawn patterned with dark brown, with large downcurved bill. 
Mostly coastal but also found on mudflats and mangroves. Category: Birds. 

kaalow many See: kaalow. 

kaal' n. Usage: avoidance, ear. Syn: kon. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kaam n. As in: ngak kaam. When the tide comes up on the plain, it leaves small shallow lagoons of salt water. The ducks like to 
sit there and feed. This is a good time for shooting them. 

kaam pan tv. to plant or to fill in a hole,to put in a ground oven (pi'),bury (a dead person). 

kaanch 1 n. any kind of seed (e.g. pawpaw), 
may kaanch n. grain e.g. wheat, corn. 

kaanch 2 n. bone. Category: Body Parts and Products. Kaanchan yoon-yoon wun-wun nungant, kemp ke’ananga. He is 
very thin, just skin and bone. Kaanchan yoon-yoon wun-wun nungant, kemp ke’ananga. He is very thin, just skin 
and bone. Kaanchan yoon-yoon wun-wun nungant, kemp ke'ananga. He is very thin, just skin and 
bone. Kaanchan yoon-yoon wun-wun nungant, kemp ke'ananga. He is very thin, just skin and bone. Kaanchan 
yoon-yoon wun-wun nungant, kemp ke'ananga. He is very thin, just skin and bone. Kaanchan yoon-yoon 
wun-wun nungant, kemp ke'ananga. He is very thin, just skin and bone. Kaanchan yoon-yoon wun-wun 
nungant, kemp ke'ananga. He is very thin, just skin and bone. Kaanchan yoon-yoon wun-wun nungant, kemp 
ke'ananga. He is very thin, just skin and bone. Kaanchan yoon-yoon wun-wun nungant, kemp ke'ananga. He is 
very thin, just skin and bone. 

kaanch-kaancham bony, skinny (people) e.g. as seen in pictures of starving African children. However, thin animals are 
called olmp. 

kuchek kaanch n. skull. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
kuman kaanch n. thighbone. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
man kaanch n. collarbone. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
ma' kaanch n. finger bones. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
mun kaanch tailbone. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
pikpungk kaanch n. backbone. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
walmant kaanch n. jawbone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kaanchj adj. strong (ofpeople only). Pam kaanch nila. He's a really strong man. (Such an expression could be used to 
describe someone like Samson or Phantom.) 

kaanchal n. Usage: avoidance. Variant: minh kaanchal. tree possum. Category: Animals. 

kaankan adj. Usage: avoidance, short. Syn: Otang. 

kaangk 1 n. ocurring in: ocurring in: ocurring in: 

kaangk 2 V. 1 • to like, want, need. 

2 • also used emphatically in some expressions to mean something like 'must', 'just have to'. Nint kaangk kulak 
wenkan ee! You must look for a fight, musn't you? / You just have to look for an argument, don't you? 

kaangk ke' don't like, or don't want to. 
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kaangk ke'-ke'am hate, abhor something or someone or their ways. Ngay kaangk ke'-ke'am nunang. I don't like her. /1 
don't like her ways. 

kaangk ke'(-ngul) weenan a don't need, don't like. 

kaangk wunan iv. love someone (e.g. a child) but also used to describe love between boyfriend and girlfriend; to 

agree. Category: Mood and Character. Nip wanttak kaangk ke'am wun-wunanip niparakame? Why won't you two 
agree? / Why won't you two love each other? 

kaangkathan tv. See: kaangkiyathan. 
kaangkiy adj. popular, well-liked. 

kaangkiyathan Variant: also said as 'kaangkathan'. tv. really love someone, and so give them presents etc.Can mean to 
favour someone, and as a result others may get jealous. 

kaangk-ke'anang n. unloved (e.g. not many friends or relatives may visit),or uncared for by relatives (e.g. they may not 
provide food, clothes or money). 

kaangk-weenan iv. need,really want. Ngay kaangk-weenang wukalak. I need money badly. 

kaany-kaany n. Usage: avoidance. Variant: minh kaany-kaany. flying fox. Syn: minh wuk. Category: Animals. 

kaap n. 1 • real wet season. Very heavy monsoonal rains which come from the north west. The fresh water comes down the river. 

2 • a tropical storm. 

3 • a year (e.g. the coming of each wet season signifies a year ended). Kaap pal kuuw mat-matana. A storm is 
coming up from the west. Kaap pal kuuw mat-matana. A storm is coming up from the west. 

(ngak) kaap peeyAN iv. loud thunder (prior to a storm). Ngul nan kuuwan thanan, kaapan peeyana. There are 
storm clouds in the west, and thunder. Category: Time, 
kaap thonam one year. 

kaap thonamang want after one year, one year ago. 
kaap thonangan another year, next year. 

kaap thon-thonangan every year, 
kaark See: keerk. 

kaath n. mother. See: Appendix I. Yakkey! Kaath ey! Nint ina wanttak puk anhan ee! Oh help us! You're far too heavy! 

kaath ikampungan n. small mother (mother's younger sister). See: Appendix I. 

kaath many n. mother's younger sister. See: Appendix I. 

kaath mukwayyow n. mother's older sister. See: Appendix I. 

kaath thip kalanam n. real mother. See: Appendix I. 

kaatham n. As in: As in: As in: 

kaathama res. Usage: avoidance. no,none. Syn: ya'a. 

kaath-kunch n. real mother. See: Appendix I. 

kaaw loc. east. Category: Geography. 

kaawam loc. towards the east. 

kaawan tv. wash (e.g. canoe, dinghy, dirty dishes, body, dirty clothes). 

thaa' kaawAN tv. wash, rinse mouth.gargle. 
kaawaniy n. Variant: minh kaawaniy. small sand crabs. Category: Fish, 
kaawangk Variant: wonk kaawangk. loc. east side. Category: Geography. 

kaay 1 n. a trap like a bough shed made for a wallaby. It is built right on the wallaby track. One lot of men would hide behind the 
kaay, and others would go and chase it or they might burn the grass so that the wallaby would run towards the trap. 

kaay 2 n. spear type. See: kek kaay. 
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kaa' n. nose,also bow of a boat. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body 
Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' kaa' nyiinAN iv. make a smooth and neat job of handwork e.g. mats, dillybags and spears. 

mee' kaa' thiin adj, adv. not noticing something e.g. a child falling down, or a fight. 

thul kaa' n. sharp end of woomera where spear slots in. Syn: thul wuup. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kaa' achiy thawan iv. sneeze. See: achiy. 

kaa' ikathan tv. (smell) hits you. Wunt pal kaawam wunpan-a, nint um kaaw yellow house aakanakan iiyin-a, nint 
pach thanchalantaman kecham nguuthina, kaa' ik-ikathiy nintang, puth awal min unch-unchana. If you 

were to go to the yellow house when the easterly winds come, you would smell the flowers of the milkwood tree from 
far away - the good smell that comes from them would 'hit' you. Alangan kaa' ikathany, may curry alangan. That 
smell of curry really hit me. Category: Idioms. 

kaa' karp adv. close together (e.g. if two birds are feeding close together, 'kaa' karp mungkanpuf). 

kaa' kayyuw n. Variant: minh (kaa') kayyuw. Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis). Australia's largest migrant 

wader. Long down-curved bill, nearly half length of body. Brown rump. Buff-brown, streaked and barred with brown. 
Not often eaten. Category: Birds. 

kaa' keenk-keenk waa'an tv. warn. 

kaa' kon n. side of the nostril. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kaa' konkan n. Variant: minh kaa' konkan. All kingfishers in the area except Laughing Kookaburra konkan, Blue-Winged 
Kookaburra kimp and Azure (Ceyx arureus). Includes Little (Ceyx pusilla), Forest (Halcyon macleayii), Sacred 
(Halcyon sancta), Collared (Halcyon chloris). Plump, short tailed birds with large heads and oversized bills and short 
legs. Only Little Kingfishers hunt exclusively over water. Other species are tree kingfishers and hunt mostly over land. 
They are often seen perched on fences, telephone wires, branches etc. All these species plunge into shallow water after 
prey or when bathing. Category: Birds. 

kaa' koochanam adv. 1 • (talk to someone) really straight in a bold, cheeky way. 

2 • (go) directly to someone (e.g. a child going straight to a relative that he is used to, not frightened of). Kaa' 
koochanam iiy. He went straight home. 

kaa' kill am adj. sulky, wild-looking, not talking, maybe from bearing a grudge or feeling sick. Syn: kaa' eman. Category: Mood 
and Character. 

kaa' man pan adj. flat face or nose; a nickname used in teasing. Syn: kaa' manch. 

kaa' mangk n. part of nose just below the bridge. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kaa' many flattering form of address usually said by one woman to another with whom she is on very good terms. 

kaa' math pi'an tv. drown (someone or something) by holding them under the water. When the bubbles come up and it looks 
'soapy', you know that person or animal is dead. 

kaa' ngooch n. nasal mucus, runny nose; to have a cold. Kaa' ngoochang uw-uwanya. I've got a cold. Category: Insects. 

kaa' ngoongk waa'an tv. talk about other people behind their backs. Niiy nganyang kaa' ngoongk waa'an ngay ke'am 
ngeeyang niiyanga; niiy ngathar mee'angam thaw~ana. You were saying something against me when I wasn't 
there and didn't hear you; you should talk straight to my face. 

kaa' ngor ngor adv. sniff. 

kaa' ngur ngur onom. the noise a pig makes. Category: Sounds, 
kaa' ngur thawan a to snore. 

kaa' ngurathiy adj. person who snores a lot. 

kaa' ngurp face,also used to mean the whole person at times. Kaa' ngurp kan yoon pentathwumpa! Yoon 
nyiin~ampa!Lefs all go outside and sit there. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kaa' ongk n. Variant: minh kaa' ongk. Three-by-two Garfish (Hemiramphus robustus),and Long-jawed Garfish 

(Rhynchorhampus georgi) locally called garfish, small thin fish with a long nose. They abound in this area. They are 
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commonly caught on cast nets but can be caught on a fly hook. They are very good eating. Found in brackish, estuary 
and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

kaa' pach n. white people. 

kaa' pek adj. going steeply downwards. Syn: kaa’ um pek. 

kaa' pik umpan tv. call someone up for work. Nint ngath may ke' kiingkinar ey? Ngay mak kaa' pik ump~ang 

nintang, nint puth thuw ngatharama! Would you mind doing the cooking for me? I must ask you, since you're my 
daughter. 

kaa' punt n. point (of land), or corner (of lagoon, river). Category: Geography. 

kaa' thayanang waa'an tv. speak badly against,abuse,blame. Category: Idioms. 

kaa' thiin waa'an tv. talk about people behind their backs. Ngayangan ke' waa'-waa’~an kaa' thiinana, ngaywey 
minhak iiyanga. Don't talk about me when I'm absent, I was out fishing. 

kaa' thon thee'an iv. turn face away (e.g. someone might turn his face away from you because he is afraid you will think he 
is staring and so will become angry at him.) 

kaa' thontan n. soft hollow just above the bridge of the nose between the eyes. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
kaa' um keny adv. (going) uphill. 

kaa' um pek adv. (going) steeply downwards e.g. when a plane dips down in order to land; or when an eagle dives to get fish. 

kaa' umangam adv. (speak) boldly and cheekily to someone. 

kaa' uuyan n. nostril. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kaa' Way adj. nasty person. 

kaa' way i nam adv. to do something or speak "in any old fashion" or carelessly,without thinking; or to spread a story without 
knowing the facts. Ngay way min kaa' way inam kathang. I bundled those things up any old how in a rush (when the 
truck came and I wasn't ready). Ngay kaa' way inam ke' ngeeying nintang. I won't believe you without proof. Ngay 
kaa' way inam wunang. No, I'm alright, I'm not worrying about anything, not thinking about him. (Said in response to 
being asked if someone was lonely with her husband away). Kaa’ way inam piik-piikwin. They were hitting people, 
just fighting anybody without knowing, no matter what relation (e.g. might be drunk). 

kaa' way yumpan iv. make a funny face (to make you laugh). 

kaa' wayathan tv. does not do something properly, or does not make it any better. 

kaa' winchan n. nose decoration made of grass (wak winchan) or a little stick inserted through nasal septum. Also used are 
pieces of shell or fishbone. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kaa' WU m p adj. boomerang nose (i.e. bent),or hooked nose (e.g. of a person or bird). 

kaa' WUUyam n. nose piece made ofboomshell. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kaa'-eenchan iv. to be tired (of body); not feel like doing anything,sick and tired of something e.g. a mother might say to her 
daughter: Ke' kaa'-eencha! Don't feel tired, (e.g. don't feel sick and tired of that little one - or from doing a little bit of 
work.) Ngay kan kaa'-eenchang thanttam, kaangk ke' thanttam, kon wik. I'm sick and tired of them; I can't 
stand their noise. Category: Mood and Character. 

kaa'-eman iv. sulk.or to look serious and refuse to talk, maybe because the person has a grudge, or maybe because he is sick 
and does not feel like talking. Syn: kaa' kulam. Nil kaa'-emana, nil kaangk ke' thawow ngamparaniya. He's in a 
sulky fit, and won't talk to us. Category: Mood and Character. 

kaa'-kuchan 1 Variant: kaa'-kuchantan. tv. 1 • Traditional custom of sending the spirit-image of the dead person ninthan 
maany) to his tribal country, to his own story place or to a different, safer place. The people call out until they see the 
spirit (in the form of a light or figure) and keep singing to bring it closer. When they call out to the spirit to send it off, it 
will answer, "Yeeey!" 

2 • Sometimes the word kaa'-kuchan is used to mean someone cursing someone to die (e.g. a husband and wife might 
fight continually, and the wife might say:) Nint kan mul wuna, ngay nungkaram kan eenchanga. You should die. 
I'm tired of you. Nil wanch alangan ya' kaa'-kuch nunang mulakwey. That woman cursed him to die. 

kaa'-kuchan 2 tv. to force oneself to do something; or force oneself on someone e.g. a person may force himself to keep 

running in a race when already worn out, or a man may force his attention on a girl and be a proper pest. Pam alangan 
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kaa'-kuch-kuch nungantakam wanch koman alantan ulpowanta. That man is always forcing himself on that girl 
wanting to make love to her. 

kaa'ku' Variant: minh kaa'ku'. n. Spangled Drongo (Dierurus hottentottus),often called stormbird locally along with Friar birds, 
tnwoo. Medium sized glossy black bird with red eye and distinct fish-like tail. Calls out before rain as wet season 
approaches. Active in foliage. Only Australian Drongo. Category: Birds. 

kaa'manch Usage: teasing nickname, flat nose. 

kaa'-matan zv. find fault,give cheek. 

kaa'ngakan tv. promise (in marriage),but also used of other kinds of promises (e.g. a promise of tea, or fish if one comes to 
visit). 

kaa'-ngeecham n, adj. firstborn. Category: People and Kinship, 
kaa'-ngeechanathan tv. to save. See: kaa'-piichanathan. 

kaa'-ngeetan zv. start a problem or fight by coming up to an innocent person and hitting him. 
kaa'-ngeetathan tv. rush oneself into a fight, 
kaa'ngench n. westerly wind,whistle wind. Categoiy: Time. 

kaa'-ngoonchan zv. rush into a fight. Nint puth ngeenak kaa'-ngoonchan kul nganttang ingana? Why are you 
rushing into our fight? 

kaa'-ngoonchathan tv. rush (oneself) into a fight. 

kaa'-ngoongkam adv. ignorant (about something), does not know anything (e.g. unaware about a fight). Than kaa'- 
ngoongkam iiy-iiyin woyan wakanana thuuk pi'anana ke'am thathin ya'a. They went along the road in an 
unaware fashion, and did not see the snake. 

kaa'-pathan tv. tease each other, looking for trouble in a fight,squabble, argue. Syn: man-pathan, man-aathan. 

kaa'-piichanathan tv. save,or rescue someone (e.g. in an argument someone might drag their family out of a fight, or 
someone might grab a child out of the way before a truck runs over him, or someone might save someone from 
drowning.) Syn: kaa'-ngeechanathan. Jesus.ang kaa'-piichanath ngayang way thakan yumpang. Jesus saved 
me from my sin. 

kaa'-thayan adj. cheeky,bold. Categoiy: Mood and Character. 

kaa'-theent n. a forked or hooked stick, that is used when no bag is available, to carry fish or carry mudshells on. These are 
poked through the stick. Categoiy: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kaa'-thipan zv. to frown, either when serious or when making a funny face. Categoiy: Mood and Character. 

kaa'-thonam n, adj. Variant: puk kaa'-thonam. only child. 

kaa'-thonam kalan Variant: also kaa'-thonam pi'an. n. a woman with only one child, 
kaa'-thonam pi'an See: kaa'-thonam kalan. 
kaa'-thonam wunpan n. man with only one child of his own. 

kaa'wal n. face. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products. 

kaa'wal chaap-chaapar n. a white person red-faced and sick with fever or from the sun,or someone with blood all over the 
face from being hit. Categoiy: Insects, 
kaa'wal kucham adj. two-faced. Syn: man kucham. Category: Idioms, 
kaa'wal thengk-thengkan smiling happily. Categoiy: Mood and Character, 
kaa'wal way adj. ugly. 

kaa'wal wiy-wiyam adj. grumpy-faced,sad faced, (maybe because the person is sick so mightn't feel like talking),and 

(especially when followed by the verb weeman can mean face or expression changing showing a change of mood e.g. 
when told bad news, or when confronted by an accusation. Category: Mood and Character. 

kaa'-wiinthan tv. payback; avenge a wrong (e.g. if someone kills my son, later I might kill one of that person's family in 

revenge, so that that matter is settled); defend someone, speak up for him. Ngay kaa'-wiinth~ang nunang puthangk 
ngula, mu I ngatharam anana. I will avenge the death of my dead relative. 
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kach-kachar adj. rough surface e.g., stingray skin, stingray barbs. Also used for lumpy skin e.g. from ringworm or spots. Also 
used in the sense of threads hanging. Pe'an ma'mangkam minh muth alantamana kach-kachara mut 
aakanakaman. All the skin of the stingray is rough right down to its tail. 

kachwaar adv. jagged, or uneven edges (e.g. material that is up and down, not measured properly). 

kak n. faeces. Syn: kun. Syn: kun. 

kak matalath nyiinAN tv. diarrhoea mess. 

kakalang n. Variant: minh kakalang. hawks of the varieties Collared Sparrowhawk (Accipiter cirrhocephalus), Australian or 
Brown Goshawk (Accipiter fasciatus), (white) Grey Goshawk (Accipiter novaehollandiae), Red Goshawk 
(Erythrotriorchis radiatus). Does a dance kee'-kee'an in the air in one place and then dives right down to get something 
puyam pek ngul ukan. Called 'greedy hawk' and 'bushfire hawk' from habit of diving for food (e.g. grasshoppers) rapidly 
over bushfires. Powerful yellow-eyed hawks with rounded wings and long tails. They eat small birds, small mammals, 
reptiles, large insects. They are smaller than kites minh parp. No longer eaten as food. 

kak-kakang thengkan a laughing noise. 

kal n. rat. 

kalaak kalaak onom. noise of a hen. 

kalachu' n. Variant: minh kalachu’. long thin fish called Alligator Gar or Freshwater Long-Tom with long slender nose, and 
many sharp pointed teeth, good for eating or for bait. Grows to 4 kg. (Tylosurus melanotus and/or Stenocaulus Kreffti). 

kalampang n. Variant: minh kalampang. Galah (Cacatua roseicapilla). Common. Pale grey back, head and wings. Pink 
breast. Often seen feeding on airstrip but also feeds on foliage. Only eaten now by children in play hunting. 

kalan 1 tv. propel with a stick or paddle to ease a dinghy close for anchoring, paddle a canoe. Dinghy kal ngalant aakanak 
peka! Anchorimpung ang pek ngakang! Propel that dinghy over there, and anchor it in the water! 

kalan 2 tv. 1 • bring, carry, take. 

2 • used of a woman bearing a child. Nil kaniy nyiin-nyiin pokkapanganweya, puk manyan kalowa. She squatted 
down all by herself in order to bear that baby. (Referring to a custom of a PNG tribe). Nil kaniy nyiin-nyiin 
pokkapanganweya, puk manyan kalowa. She squatted down all by herself in order to bear that baby. (Referring to a 
custom of a PNG tribe). Nil kaniy nyiin-nyiin pokkapanganweya, puk manyan kalowa. She squatted down all by 
herself in order to bear that baby. (Referring to a custom of a PNG tribe). Nil kaniy nyiin-nyiin pokkapanganweya, 
puk manyan kalowa. She squatted down all by herself in order to bear that baby. (Referring to a custom of a PNG 
tribe). Nil kaniy nyiin-nyiin pokkapanganweya, puk manyan kalowa. She squatted down all by herself in order to 
bear that baby. (Referring to a custom of a PNG tribe). 

chaiT kalAN tv. fish nibbles on a line and then carries the line out. That's the time to pull it in. 

kaa'-thonam kalan woman with only one child. 

thip kalanam own real mother. 

yaan kalAN tv. borrow. 

kalan 3 tv. kalich. Trousers ongk kal-kalangana! You're wearing long trousers. Ku'angan mut ongk kal-kalan. That dog 
has a long tail. Kaanch kempang inangan kalanamp. We all have bones in our bodies. 

n. Northern Snub-nosed garfish (Arrhamphus sclerolepis) locally called garfish. Found in brackish, estuary and ocean 
waters. Variant: minh kalich. See: (minh) kaa'ongk. 

kalkul adv. See: akul. 

kam n. juice; may kam. 

fruit juice, cordial, 
mee'kam «. tears. 

minh kam n. juice of meat, gravy, soup (juice of fish, bullocks). 

kamathiy adj. juicy (e.g. a juicy mango); kamp. 

n. Duck; Grey Teal (Anas gibberifrons). Small duck. Mottled grey-brown with distinctively whitish throat. Feeds in 
flocks. Nomadic according to water conditions. Variant: minh kamp. 

kamp 1 n. Variant: yuk kamp. bloodwood tree; a large tree with light bark, common near Aurukun. Syn: (yuk) put. 
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kamp 2 adv. fast. 

kamp maayan ;'v. walk fast, half running, 
kamp mo'an a. run fast. 

kamp mo'anangam maman tv. learn quickly (e.g. a language, arithmetic). Nint kamp mo'anangam maman ey? Wik- 
Mungkan ey? You've learnt Wik-Mungkan quickly, haven't you? 

kampan n. relations (e.g. kuunch, kaath, piip, kaal, etc.) See: Appendix I. 

kampang wakan tv. chase (e.g. if a child takes some food, someone might chase after him to get it back. 

kampungk adv. too early, too soon, before something is ready (e.g. food cooked, bag packed). Puk kampungk aak-ngeey, 
puk many pattakam yippaka. The baby was born too soon, it's premature and very tiny yet. Kampungk ngul 
empan pi'amaniy, minh erp yippak. We took all the meat out of the ground oven too soon, it's still raw. 

kan v.aux. 1 • This can mean that something is already done and finished (rather than something that someone keeps on 

doing). Anman kan. That's all now. (Often used as an ending to a story). Kana! It's alright. It doesn't matter. Kan 
puth! It's alright now. 

2 • When someone is telling how something is done, and one action follows another, kan can mean something like 'then' 
or 'now'. Kan kee'antan, ngak kan thanathantan. Then they dance. Then they stand the water (on the ground). 

3 • When kan is put with a command, or when someone says he is about to do something, it can mean, 'right now, at 
once.'. Kan ngay David.ant wenk~anga! I will look for David right now! Kan uka! Get down at once! 

adv. 1 • ready to do something. Ngamp kanak ey? Are we ready to go? 

2 • Can have the meaning "Enough!" in the sense of "I've had enough!" e.g. a boyfriend and girlfriend might stay 
together for a while, but he beats her, so the woman leaves him. Later the man might come to her and tell her she shoid 
come back to him. She might answer: Kanaka! Ngay koyam iiying nungkarangan wuning-a, nint ngayang ma'- 
yotam piik-piikangana! I've had enough! If I come back to live with you, you would always be hitting me. 

3 • sure enough, right enough. 
v.aux. already done, finished. 

v.aux. after that is finished, then... Kanan minchath wurp-a, wurp pek-pekang ngul aak yump min-min. After she 
had finished building the hut, then she worked on the inside and did a very good job. 

kan-kanam adv. truly, really. 

kan-kanang adv. almost, about to. Nil kan-kanang iiyowa! He's almost ready to go. Puk kan-kanangk uwan kuchek 
piip-kunchana. The child is nearly as tall as his father. 

kan-kanangk See: kan-kanang. 

kanmul n. Variant: minh kanmul. male possum, cuscus. 

kan-ngul v.aux. begin to (do or feel something). Kep kanan thee'-a, ana kan-ngul ngeechan nilaniy wanchan iimpan 
pek-pekan many-manya. When the month was over, she began to feel labour pains starting. 

kan puk n. Variant: 'may kanpuk'; pronounced 'kanp ' uk'. white swamp lily or lotus (Nelumbo nucifera) with a big bulb, the 
root and stem of which can be eaten. Category: Food. 

kanth n. Variant: may kanth. black berries (Canthium sp.) similar to 'English' blackberries in taste, but without 
thoms.sy«.- (may) maak. 

kangan tv. cover. Kang nungkamang blanketangana! Cover yourself with a blanket, 
kangk n. bush, leaves (any kind). 

may kangk n. tealeaf, cup of tea (also called may ngak. Category: Plants, 
kangk aa' n. soapy leaf. See: aa'. 

kangk manch n. Variant: yuk kangk manch. a tree with really big leaves, big enough to use as a plate. The fruit of this tree is 
eaten by dogs. The leaves can be beaten and then boiled and used to heal sores, and reduce the pain of stingray or catfish 
barbs. The tree grows in ridges near the swamps. 

kangk opar n. bush medicine made from leaves. Category: Food. 


kanak 


kanam 

kanan 
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kang-kang n. Variant: 'minh kang-kang' and pronounced 'kang-k'ang'. White-bellied Sea-Eagle (Haliaeetus 

leucogaster). Large white eagle with grey (brown) wings with wedge-shaped white tail. The juvenile is brown. Powerful 
soaring flight. Seen along coast and rivers. 

kap loc. east. Syn: kaaw. Kap-kapangk weny. He went towards the east. Category: Geography. 

kapan maman tv. feel sorry for someone, have mercy. Syn: ngangk maman, ngangkang ngoonchan. 

karangk adj. really strong and powerful (people, God). Implies could be wild and dangerous as well. Can also be used to 
describe strong tobacco. 

karkan adv, adj. hot. 

kul karkan a hot, violent row (e.g., kul karkan thawantan, kid karkan pekwuntan). 

thum karkan thee'AN tv. make a big fire. Thum karkan thee'a than yipam thathayn. Make a big bonfire so they 

can see. 

karkan peyan tv. 1 • hot with fever. 

2 • rush into something, especially a fight. Ke' karkan peya! Kul nungkarya'a! Kul thant-thanta! Don't rush into 
the fight! It's not your fight! It's theirs! Nint ngeenak karkan peyangan store=ak? Why are you rushing off to the 

store? 

karp adj. together, close. 

aak pil karp close together. 

pungk karp-karp knees together, also knock-kneed. 

karp pich-picham same height, equal,level. Karp pich-picham iiyanamp mee' piip Godantang, nil thonamang 
thathan ngampang, thonam pi'an achantang ya'a. We are all equal in God's sight, he sees us as one, no-one is 
more important. Category: Idioms. 

karpathan tv. join; mix (e.g., join materials to make a garment, put ingredients together for a cake; put together (e.g., if things 
are lying everywhere, someone might say: Karpath thanang aak thonamang wunayna! Put those things together in 
one place! 

karr karr tv. As in: koonh karr karr pathan. grind teeth. 

kath adj. 1 • rotten (e.g. food); foul smell (e.g. of a pig or dog who has rolled in foul-smelling mud, or a stinking sore full of 
pus). Minh nan kath unch-unchan, awal waya! The meat smells rotten, the smell is foul. 

2 • very old. 

komp kath n. small spirits, like dwarfs. See: komp kath. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

mee'-kath adj. well known concerning one's qualities. 

mee' kathathiy adj. eyes with pus or sleep in them. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

wanchinth kath n. very old and withered up woman. Category: People and Kinship. 

wik kath n. story. 

kathaman iv. to go rotten; deteriorate e.g., food and meat that is bad, dead people); dry out and wither up (trees and grass). Wak 
kanam kathama. The grass is all dry and withered up. Nungk thip ngul kathama. Your bowels will get blocked up 
(said to a constipated person). 

kath an tv. tie; or wrap, especially refers to making waangk yoompan and handles and pandanus baskets, but not to looped or 
knotted methods (in that case wichan applies). Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. Category. Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

man kathAN tv. put arms around someone's shoulders. 

Ompam kathAN tv. hug, or hold around waist while wrestling. 

puungk kathAN tv. mark a tree or plant (e.g., yam with seeds) by wrapping grass around it, or by tying on string to show 
that it belongs to someone. That person will return when the food or fruit is ready. 

kawaniy n. Variant: minh kawaniy. Ghost Crab (Ocypode certatophthalmus) locally called small sand crab. Ghost crabs are 
often seen on the sandy beaches of the Gulf coast and estuary foraging for scraps left by the tide. They are good bait. 
Found in estuary and ocean waters. 
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kayaman 1 n. wooden tool for use in making spears and woomeras. It is flat, spatula-shaped and made of hardwood for 

kneading, applying and smoothing gum. A wallaby tooth may be attached with string and gum to one end for use as drill 
and scraper. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kayaman 2 n. Variant: aak kayaman. dry weather, very hot, dried up (e.g. swamps). Category: Time. 

kayaman maal n. the season following onchan min. This is the beginning of the hot dry weather. The country starts drying 
up. This is an especially good time for protein foods, geese, ibis, jabirus, and other birds, also stingrays, crabs, turtles, 
wallabies, dugong and goannas and all fish. 

kayaman pung nganth ling-ling n. the really hot dry season following kayaman maal. The afternoon treat is very 
intense and the humidity is building up. There is still a lot of protein foods available. 

kayk n. vomit. 

kayk kukalan tv. to vomit. Syn: oyngk yeechan. 

kayyuw n. Variant: minh kayyuw Sacred Ibis; known locally as White Ibis (Threskiornis aethiopica). White ibis with 
distinctive sickle-shaped black bill; black head and a few black lace-like plumes over tail. Good eating.. 

ka' n. Variant: minh ka'. freshwater shellfish. The shells are like that of ochangan but longer. Category: Fish. 

ka'am n. Variant: may ka'am. Syn: may wathiy. a long yam covered with hairs and cooked in ashes. The yam is some distance 
below the ground. The leaf is long and heart-shaped. The seeds are in dense clusters several centimetres apart on the 
vine. Category: Food. 

ka'anth n. Variant: minh ka'anth. Blue Catfish (Neoarius australis), Salmon Catfish (Netuma Thalassina). Both of these catfish 
are regularly caught on bait. The salmon catfish grows to 1.0m while the Blue Catfish grows to 0.5m. The flesh is good 
to eat especially when roasted on the coals. All catfish in this area have a dorsal and two pectoral spines which can 
deliver unpleasant wounds. Found in freshwater, brackish water and estuary waters. Category: Fish. 

ka'anth engk n. Variant: minh ka'anth engk. big catfish. 

ka'anth thinth n. Variant: minh ka'anth thinth. Covers the catfish types Berney's Catfish, and Salmon Catfish locally called 
big freshwater catfish. The term minh thinth is used to cover the large catfish of these types. See: thinth. 

ka'ar n. Variant: may ka'ar. Syn: may nam. hairy yam (Dioscorea sativa variety rotunda) with a big leaf and round-shaped tuber. 
After it is cooked in a ground oven or boiled, it is rinsed over and over again with water, until the water is no longer 
salty. It is then squeezed in a bag and made hard. Pieces are then broken off and eaten. See: may wathiy; may 
waap .Category: Food. 

ka'atham adv. Variant: also said as 'ka'athangam'; and pronounced 'ka'atham' and 'ka'athangam'. first (one); earlier 
time. Ngay ka'athangam wampang I was here first (before anyone of you). 

ka'athangam See: ka’atham. 

kech adj. long way off (in distance or time). Syn: wachan. 

kechan 1 n. As in: As in: As in: 

kechan 2 n. wooden digging stick or fighting stick. Different kinds are named after the trees they are made from (see following 
entries). Can be used with the angry dance, where it can be held high to protect the face, or held between the legs while 
dancing. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kechan i ith n. stick for digging or fighting; made of wood from the beach. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kechan kuump n. stick made from the blackfruit tree. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kechan wuynguth n. strong killing stick for women with two sharp points. Can be long or short. Made from beach oak. Also 
used for digging yams. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kechan yakal n. stick for searching for swamp turtles and for fishing. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kechan yongk n. digging stick. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kechan yooman n. wooden stick with sharp points, painted white on the top and red on the body; a bigger stick in length, 
used as a women's long fighting stick. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kechanil n. Variant: 'minh kechanil' and pronounced 'kechan'il'. very big mullet. Category: Fish. 
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kechathan tv. take someone or something a long way off. Ngatharam dinghy ana kechathin, an wanttina? They've taken 
my dinghy a long way off. Where is it? 

kech-kech adj. really long way. 

keech n. Variant: minh keech. All egrets (often called white cranes locally). Includes Cattle egret (Ardeda ibis), Great/White 
Egret (Egretta alba) Little Egret (Egretta garzetta), Plumed Intermediate Egret (Egretta intermedia), Eastern Reef Heron 
(Egretta sacra, White phase only - see also minh koyp. Large white wading birds with long necks and legs and straight 
sharp bills. Not eaten now. Category: Birds. 

keekach n. prickle,bindy or bindy eye. A plant with yellow flowers at Edward River. Looks lovely but it has sharp seeds that 
poke into feet and leave you with nasty sores. Category: Grasses. 

keekan iv. fall. 

tang pum keekAN iv. fall down with a thud, 
tha' thayan keekAN iv. suddenly faint; maybe even die. 
keekathan tv. drop something, 
keelam See: ma' keelam. 

keelp As in: As in: As in: 

keen n. Variant: may keen; old people's talk, leaf used in the old days as equivalent to tobacco. It was crushed and rolled and 
made into a titree bark cigarette, or smoked in pipes, thook. See: mantamp. 

keenk adv. first in line; first in time,a long time ago. 
keenk iiyAN iv. go ahead (others will follow). 

wik keenk-keenk thayanathAN, keenk-keenk thawAN, and kaa' keenk-keenk waa'AN to let 

know ahead of time,to warn. 

keenkanam temp, long time ago. 

keent n. grass type. Category: Grasses. See: wak keent. See: wak keent. 

kek keent a grass spear used by children for playing, or used by sorcerers, 
keentan iv. Usage: avoidance, play. Syn: kee'an. 

keepan tv. mix together,stir,or sweeten. May ngak kanam keepan ngathar ey? Have you put sugar in the tea? 

keerk n. Variant: 'minh keerk'; pronounced by some as 'minh kaark'. Red-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus 

magnificus). Conspicuous and noisy. Male has broad scarlet/red panels in tail. Female has duller plumage with fine 
yellow spots and barring. Tail panels yellow orange. Bills strong and black. Crest rounded. Tail feathers used in 
headgear of Wanam dance group. Category: Birds. 

kee' n. windbreak. 

kee' yumpAN tv. to build a windbreak. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kee'an iv. dance,play. 

maarich kee'AN iv. relationship between boyfriend and girlfriend, or between a married person and another outside the 
marriage. Implies that adultery or fornication is practised. 

malp kee'AN iv. traditional dance including the shake-a-leg style. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

man-kee'AN iv. make fun of someone in a teasing way. Syn: man-aathan. 

ma' kee'(-kee')AN iv. draw,carve, scribble names. 

ma' kee'WlinpAN /v. protect,block from harm. 

thaa'kee'-kee'AN n. sing. 

thaa' kee'-kee'AN ma' mupam /v. sing in a half humming way. 
tha' ngulang kee'AN iv. dance—something like shake-a-leg but played with toes, 
tha' paantang kee'AN tv. dance on tiptoes, 
kee'athan tv. to play with someone or something. 
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kee'-enchan iv. 1 • to take what is really someone else's (e.g. Jacob taking Esau's birthright; or a woman taking another man's 
husband); to get in first,or take someone's place or turn e.g. someone may be telling a story, then someone else will come 
in on their conversation and cut the first person out. Another example would be someone taking someone else's place in 
a card game, when it is not his right to do so. Jacob=an kee'-ench nungant wuny kunchant Esau=ant ke'-paal 
piip pulantamangan ma' wunp kuchek Jacob=antangana. Jacob took what was Esau's (i.e. his birthright) and as a 
result, their father placed his hands (to bless) on Jacob's head. 

2 • block someone from someone else e.g. women blocking young men in initiation dance so they will not get speared. 

kek n. spear. There are many different kinds of spears, the terms for which begin with kek followed by the specific name. Also 
the parts of a spear each have names. Most of the following entries starting with kek list either spear types or spear 
parts. 

kek anchathan n. fighting spear with three or four wooden prongs, or stingray prongs,also traditional hunting 
spear. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek chak n. hook of spear. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek chawar n. carved wooden spear head. Later this was made of iron flattened out and sharpened both edges. Syn: kek 

thawar. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek chol n. iron spear (crowbar) for big game hunting and fighting. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek etangar n. spear with emu/kangaroo bones (Topside people) or stingray barbs (Beachside people) along the shaft, on one 
or both sides. Used for fighting. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek kaay n. fighting spear with stingray barbs arranged with one long barb in the middle and two smaller barbs, one each side 
of the larger one, forming a prong. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek kekam n. wallaby spear. 

kek kootra n. part of spear where the prongs are gummed. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek kuchek See: kek kootra. 

kek lonth ith n. spear made out of lancewood yuk yakal). It has one long barb made out of wire. Used for carrying around, 
useful spear for fighting. Syn: kek yikan. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek manthalam n. spear made from yuk manthalam. Good for hunting. 

kek mangk n. inside part of'kek kootra' or 'kek kuchek' made of white wattle 'yakal'. Syn: kek think. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek mee' n. point of a spear. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek mu t n. the end of the spear furtherest from the point. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek okanch n. handle of spear made from 'yuk okanch'. This handle floats whereas 'kek thiimpin' does not. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek omongk n. bone or wire barb; hook. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek Ompam mut thu'an tv. spear joined if broken; spear made to pull apart at join (for tourists). Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek ooykam n. spear with a long shaft and a small length of yakal or bone at the point of the spear. Used for hunting larger 
animals, and fighting. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek pepan n. short spear called 'bullet spear'. Travels fast over a long distance. It has no barb or hook, but a sharpened point 
made of'yakal.' Used for fighting and hunting. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek piinth n. handle of spear made from bamboo from the swamp. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek pik n. bone or wire barb,hook. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek pith n. four-pronged spear for hunting. It has longer prongs than 'kek anchathan', and a long shaft. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek thaanth (munth) n. spear made solely from the ti-tree type 'kich puymp' for use in the 'uchanam' (initiation) dance. The 
point of the spear is smashed and softened with a tomahawk so that the young boys being initiated are not 

hurt .Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek thaa' n. head of wire spear. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 
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kek thaa' (munth) n. same as 'kek thaanth'. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek thal n. prong or head of a spear made from the wattle tree. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek thawar n. same as 'kek chawar'. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek theenth n. wooden barb scraped with a shell. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek thiimpin n. handle/rod of spear made from yuk thiimpin. This type of handle will not float like 'kek 
okanch'. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek think n. part inside 'kek kootra' or 'kek kuchek' made of'yakal'. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kek thu' n. sharp single pointed spear for hunting larger animals. The prong used to be made out of lancewood but now is made 
from iron. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
kek Waap n. dugong or turtle spear. Made out of mangrove or messmate wood in particular, though any wood can be used. 

Very long and heavy, and must be balanced carefully. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek Walk n. fishing spear with long stingray barbs arranged as a prong. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kek Wenthan n. part of the shaft of the spear made from 'yakal'. This is the part that the barb is inserted 
into .Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek WOpan n. bullet spear, with bamboo shaft. Smart men test one another with these spears. Syn: kek 

pepa r\. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kek yakal n. spear made out of white wattle tree. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

ke k yi kan n. spear made from wattle, yakal. One prong is made of bone or wire. Used for fighting, and also for hunting emus. 

kek-kalan n. Variant: minh kek-kalan. freshwater stingray. Category: Fish. 

kek-uuyang n. Variant: minh kek-uuyang. echidna. Category: Animals. 

kek-wayang n. Variant: minh kek-wayang. echidna. Category: Animals. 

kelpintan adj. slippery. 

kem n. short way of saying grandmother (on mother's side). See: kemwayyow. 

kemchin n. grandmother (on mother's side). Nil thanang kemchin. She is their grandmother (on mother's side). Nil thanang 
kemchin. She is their grandmother (on mother's side). Nil thanang kemchin. She is their grandmother (on mother's 
side). 

thonam-kemchin a grandmother with one grandchild. 

uuy-kemchin a grandmother with many grandchildren. 

ke miyang n. grandchild. A mother calls her daughter's children kemiyang and they call her kemwayyow. 

kemp n. body,including flesh inside a person or animal. Category: Body Parts and Products. Ngay kemp ngatharakama I'm 
my own boss, I do what 1 like. Ngay kemp ngatharakama I'm my own boss, I do what I like. Ngay kemp 
ngatharakama I'm my own boss, I do what I like. Ngay kemp ngatharakama I'm my own boss, I do what I 
like. Ngay kemp ngatharakama I'm my own boss, I do what 1 like. 

koonh kemp n. gums. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' kemp n. flesh of hands (other body parts can be substituted). Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mee' kemp n. eyelid and surrounding area. 

minh kemp n. flesh of edible animals (e.g., wallabies, emus, kangaroos, bandicoots, bullocks, pigs). Category: Animals, 
kemp akangam thanan iv. shiver or shake from fear or sickness or from getting wet. See: akangam. 
kemp chin thawan iv. to be big and fat; in good condition and good health. See: chin, 
kemp makar n. tendon, sinew. 

kemp makar yalamAN (nungant) /v. paralysed, crippled, 
kemp mich adj. weak condition, may be also a bruised or soft body. 
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kemp michaman z'v. be energetic. Nint kemp micham~ana! Minh nga' yipam wich~ala! Don't sit there half-dead. Liven 
yourself up so we can go fishing! 

kemp mich-micham adj. 1 • energetic,lively, happy person. 

2 • sensitive skin. 

kemp min adj. well,feeling fresh, 
kemp miyal adj. well.feeling fresh. 

kemp ngeechanan tv. feel sick or sore in one's body, maybe because someone has done some sorcery. Category: Insects, 
kemp nguntham adv. sick (sickness of all kinds including fever and runny tummy). Category: Insects, 
ke mp pach adj. white-skinned person; also used sometimes to refer to people of mixed descent. 

kemp pachalang adj. hairless; can be used to refer to a bald head, a new baby with smooth flesh, or a miserable old dog 
which has lost its hair. 

kemp peental adj. unlucky,bad luck e.g. if someone asks someone for bait while he is fishing he might say: Nint oyngkakan 
ke' thaw-thaw~an ngathara, ngayang kemp peental yump-yumpangana. Don't ask me for bait, you're giving 
me bad luck. Kemp peental ngul yumpan ngayanga! Chiikakan ke’ thaw~an ngathar, ngay minh ke'anang 
ngul iiyanga. You'll give me bad luck. Don't ask me for a cigarette (while I'm going to the landing). I won't catch any 
fish. 

kemp poch adj. body sore from exercise (e.g. from paddling a dinghy or from a long walk). Category: Insects. 

kemp puulkiy adj. lumps everywhere on skin from mosquito bites or sandflies. Category: Insects. 

kemp thayan adj. hard-bodied people; really healthy ones who do not get sick. Category: Insects. Category: Insects. 

kemp kan thayanaman getting well again, getting body hard again after being sick, 
kemp thipan mich adj. bruised, soft body. Category: Insects. 

kemp thuthan tpv. lose weight. Kemp thuthan nunangweya, kempathiyan iiy-iiy kan-a, ya'-ngul, kemp olmp ngul 
ween. He has lost weight. He was fat before, but now he's thin. 

kemp wal way adj. someone who is not too well (e.g., might be in hospital, and might not be able to sit up and 
talk). Category: Insects. 

kemp Way ngeechanan tv. body aching all overtired, as with flu. Category: Insects. 

kemp wayaman iv. feeling tired,lazy, does not feel well, does not feel like work. Category: Insects, Mood and Character. 

ke mp wi r' adj. nervous from sickness or from a fright, or referring to the extreme weariness of body felt after lifting something 
heavy, or after a big job. Category: Insects, Mood and Character. 

kemp WOnyang adj. bad condition,wrinkled-up body, like old pensioners who are past their prime. Category: Insects. 

kemp yayp adj. lazy, sleepy,dopey, dreamy person, who can't be bothered doing anything. 

kemp (niiy) wakwun iv. same colour skin. 

kempan n. woven basket usually made of grass. There are several varieties (see following entries). In most cases the name 
refers to the different types of grass. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kempan cheemar n. a close-woven basket, fine, close work without holes, somewhat like kempan yee', only 
bigger .Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kempan kuthal n. woven basket made from grass near the swamp by Bottomside people. Category: Artefacts Constructions 
and Personal Objects. 

kempan lo'alang n. This basket type was first made by a smart small wallaby, so is called after him. The basket is similar to 
kempan yee', only smaller. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kempan wuupal n. baskets made by the Bottomside people. The grass is found near the river. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kempan yee' n. baskets made by the Topside people. The grass, wak yee', is found in the Watson River and up the timberland 
way. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kempathiy n. fat person. 
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kemwayyow n. grandmother, children call their mother's mother and her sisters by this name. 

kench See: piny kench. 

kenchan iv. to provoke someone till he gives you a hiding. Nint kaangk kench~an ngath ey? You want to provoke me to 
belt you? Betty=ant kench-kench Lila=aniy. Lila provoked Betty and got a hiding. 

kenchathan tv. to get someone involved in blame, or in unpleasantness e.g. if a boyfriend and girlfriend are arguing, the 

boyfriend might say a nasty word about the girlfriend's parents. In that case the parent might say to their daughter: Nint 
nganang kenchathan wiy nganang waa’-waa’an. You involved us in all that nastiness and blaming. Nintang 
kenchathanang ngul piikin. They might hit you (even though you didn't do wrong) instead of someone else. 

ke n h n. freshwater crocodile (Crocodylus johnstoni). 

kenh nhepan crocodile eggs. Category. Fish. 

kenthan 1 tv. 1 • chase away. Puk manyiyan pek kech ke' muunchayn, minh nga' kenth-kenthantan. Those children 
shouldn't swim in the deep part; they're chasing away the big fish. Puk many anangan wik wolmp pi'-pi'antan. 
Kaatha! Puy kenth~an thananga! Ngalang work pi'anang ma' ump-umpana! Those children are making a 
dreadful noise. Mother, send them away! We've got so much work to do. 

2 • make (someone) be (something). See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub- 
entries.&e; sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. 

aw kenthAN tv. 1 • someone getting into a totem place and disturbing it in some way. Sickness follows as a result. 

2 • refers also to increase rituals at some totem places. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
klirk kenthAN tv. make dusty. 

(man) kul kenthAN tv. make someone angry. Category: Mood and Character. 

OOF kenthAN tv. make dusty. 

thengkan kenthAN tv. make someone serious laugh, 
weepam kenthAN tv wake someone up. 

wik kenthAN tv. make someone cry or talk (e.g. someone might be questioned in a fight and so be made to talk; older 

children might hit or tease a baby to make him cry; someone might be angry towards a widow who is not supposed 
to talk, and so might provoke her to talk). 

WOO 1 kenthAN tv. drive out (e.g. Jesus driving out animals, etc. from the temple). 

kenthan 2 tv. 1* chase away. Puk manyiyan pek kech ke' muunchayn, minh nga' kenth-kenthantan. Those children 
shouldn't swim in the deep part; they're chasing away the big fish. Puk many anangan wik wolmp pi'-pi'antan. 
Kaatha! Puy kenth~an thananga! Ngalang work pi'anang ma' ump-umpana! Those children are making a 
dreadful noise. Mother, send them away! We've got so much work to do. 

2* make (someone) be (something). See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub- 
entries.See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. See: sub-entries. 

aw kenthAN tv. 1 • someone getting into a totem place and disturbing it in some way. Sickness follows as a result. 

2 • refers also to increase rituals at some totem places. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
klirk kenthAN tv. make dusty. 

(man) kul kenthAN tv. make someone angry. Category: Mood and Character. 

OOr kenthAN tv make dusty. 

thengkan kenthAN tv. make someone serious laugh, 
weepam kenthAN tv wake someone up. 

wik kenthAN tv. make someone cry or talk (e.g. someone might be questioned in a fight and so be made to talk; older 

children might hit or tease a baby to make him cry; someone might be angry towards a widow who is not supposed 
to talk, and so might provoke her to talk). 

WOO 1 kenthAN tv. drive out (e.g. Jesus driving out animals, etc. from the temple), 
kengk n. Variant: minh kengk. big fish of different kinds, e.g. minh wuungkam or minh angkarathan. Category: Fish. 
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keny loc. high, or higher place (than speaker). 

kinch keny foe. midday. 

UITI keny loc. facing up um keny thathan),or right side up,lie on back um keny wunan). 
keny kech loc. really high up (e.g. the height jets fly), 
keny wachan loc. really high up. 
kenyangk loc. in or on a high place; on top. 

kep n. moon,also can mean a month. Kep pal kaawan matan-a, an ep-paththam aakan parkathana. When the moon 

comes up from the east, it certainly makes the place bright. Kep kuchamang kanan want thanang-a, than Edward 
River=am anpalan palam wampin Aurukun=aka. After two months had passed, they returned to Aurukun from 
Edward River. Category: Time. 

kep in keny full moon. Calegoiy: Time. 

kep in parkan iv. bright moonlight shining. Category: Time. 

kep kaaw ngul mo'an iv. 1 • full moon; round moon; 

2 • to be away for a whole month (usually followed by indirect object pronoun e.g. thant. Category: Time, 
kep nganth n. moonlight. Category: Time. 

kep ngangk way (ngul matan) old moon, nearly finished. Category: Time. 

kep nyiingk inan thee'an n. new moon. Category: Time. 

kep nyiingkanam (thee') new moon. Category: Time. 

kep ompamang n. half moon. Category: Time. 

kep pi'an n. full moon. Category: Time. 

kep thonangan temp, another month. Category: Time. 

kep uthaman iv. old moon, very tiny, just about fading away, can hardly see by its light. Category: Time, Idioms. 

kepam thee'an (thant) iv. to be away for a month. Kepam thee' pulant aak Brisbane=ang wun-wunanpul. They've 
been away in Brisbane for a month. 

kepamiy adj. moonlight. Category: Time. 

kepampang n. Variant: minh kepampang. swamp fish; can be found in small streams or in little holes in streams. Can be 
caught with the hands in lagoons. Category: Fish. 

kerkan tv. hurry. 

ma' kerkAN zv. to hurry doing something with hands, mostly housework, (cooking, making beds), also writing, 
kerkathan tv. hurry someone up. 

keweram n. As in: kaa' keweram. nose decoration made from boomshell. Pieces are cut and smoothed to form nose 

decoration. Inserted through septum. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. See: kaa' winchan. 

keyelp n. Usage: avoidance, ashes,dust. Syn: kurk. 

keypungan tv. Usage: avoidance, follow. 

waykan keypungAN tv. follow behind. Syn: monkan-wakan. 
ke' neg. don't!,no! Ngay kaangk ke'-ke'am nunang. I hate him. 

ke' conj. 1 • like,similar to. Than pam wanch ke’ aak ngaa' nyimangan wun-wuntana. Those people are living as if in 
darkness. 

2* about to. Thanan ke' mulathiythan nunang-a, puth ya'a, wantin nunang. They were about to kill him but they 
didn't; they left him. 

ke'am neg. didn't. 

ke'anang adv. none,without; nothing of anything. Ngay minh ke'anang ey? Is there no meat left for me? Ngay minh 
ke'anang ey? Is there no meat left for me? Ngay minh ke'anang ey? Is there no meat left for me? Ngay minh 
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ke'anang ey? Is there no meat left for me? Ngay minh ke'anang ey? Is there no meat left for me? Ngay minh 
ke'anang ey? Is there no meat left for me? 

ma' pam ke'anang unmarried woman. 

ma' thum ke'anang widower. 

ngurp ke'anang no sign of them; not seen for a long time. 

pik ke'anang single girl. Syn: ma'ampanam. 

wik ke'anang quiet; without talking. Appapa! Wik ke'anang nyiin~ampa! Be quiet! Let's sit without talking. 

ke'-ngoongkam adv. 1 • not taking any notice of what's going on, ignoring it all (e.g. could be walking around in a dream). 

2 • keep on doing something (e.g. keep on travelling, something keeps burning). Nil ke'-ngoongkam kulich pung- 
pungana. She keeps on washing clothes. 

ke'-ngul neg. never anymore. Ngay ke'-ngul wik thaw~ang nungk, a' ke'-ngul ngurp path~ang nintang. I'll never 
speak to you again, and I'll not be good friends with you anymore. 

ke'-paal conj. therefore, for that reason. Onion alangan mee’ anchan ngayang, ngay ke'-paal achiy thaw- 
thawanga.That onion stung my eyes, therefore I sneezed. 

ke'-wiy-paththam excl. just as welllserves you right! Ke'-wiy-paththama! Weenthamangana! Serves you right! You are 
being silly. 

kich n. 1 • paper bark,ti-tree (or teatree) bark (melaleuca) with many uses, e.g. covering a ground/earth oven in which fish, pig 
and bullock are cooked; wrapping fish and stingray for recooking; a temporary water or honey dish thinchan); a blanket 
or shelter when camping. The leaves can be boiled and the water then used for bathing in when sick. 

2 • sometimes used to mean paper. 

yilk kich n. general name for; paperbark trees,(melaleuca),called ti-trees. There are many varieties entered under 
kich .Category: Plants. 

kich kont n. paperbark tree (Melaleuca viridiflora) with a hard bark which is prised off with tomahawks. It is a forest ti-tree 

found at the dry swamp and other regions. It is used for yard building (rails, posts, etc). When these trees have a hump or 
swollen part on the trunk ngak thungk, if they are cut with a tomahawk, water flows out and is good for 
drinking. Category: Plants. 

kich kookal n. a swampy ti-tree (Melaleuca sp.) with a black bark. Usually found in forest country. The bark was used for 
wrapping food, and making shelters, but mostly used by eastern people. Category: Plants. 

kich nonham n. bush torch made from soft, dry ti-tree bark which is smashed at one end. The bark is wrapped around and tied 
with a string and made into a torch which is used when spearing bonefish at night. Category: Artefacts Constructions 
and Personal Objects. 

kich Ontan n. A large paper bark tree (Melaleuca cajuputi) found near beaches, with a tougher bark than yuk kich thuumpiy. 

The tough bark was widely used for humpies, shelters and ground ovens. When this tree flowers, it is time to hunt flying 
foxes. Category: Plants. 

kich pooy n. A small ti-tree (paper bark) (Melaleuca acacioides) on river banks and river flats near Wariy Swamp with a harder 
bark than some other paper barks. It has a small leaf. It is used for tying up shark liver, but not used for humpies. Leaves 
are placed fresh in earth ovens to add flavour to wallabies, flying foxes etc. Category: Plants. 

kich puymp n. swamp ti-tree, not very large but can be thick in girth. Sugarbag can be found in them. When these trees are 

cut, water flows out, just like a pump. Used for making special spears, kek thaanth munth or kek thaa' munth, for use in 
uchanam dance. Category: Plants. 

kich thuumpiy n. A large paperbark tree (Melaleuca leucadendron) growing on riverbanks and on salt pans, and near 

swamps. There are some large ones near the Landing. The soft paper bark was used for shelters and for blankets, and it 
could be opened out to give wide sheets. Also used for rolling cigarettes in smoking thook. Category: Plants. 

kich ye I nang n. A small paperbark (melaleuca nervosa) found on river banks. The flowers are white and have a sweet smell 
(like mashed potatoes). The leaf is small and thin. Used in ground ovens for cooking fish and pigs. Category: Plants. 

kichan z'v. to dry. Syn: e'aman. Syn: e'aman. 

kanam kich dry now (e.g., Muymuy swamps). 

kichathan tv. dry up. Syn: e'athan. 
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kiikal n. a rise,a high place,a mound e.g. a scrub turkey nest (which is in the shape of a big mound). Category: Geography, 
kiikalkaath See: kiikalkeeth. 

kiikalkeeth n. Variant: 'minh kiikalkeeth' and pronounced 'kiikalk'eeth' or by some as 'kiikalk'aath'. sawfishjocally 
called swordfish. Covers Freshwater Sawfish (Pristis microdon), Leichhardt's Sawfish (Pristiopsis leichharti), 
Queensland Sawfish (Pristis clavata) and Green Sawfish (Pristis zijsron). Usually grows to 1.5 m but some are up to 6 m 
in length. Used for minh nhuuth i.e. name given to sawfish flesh after all the meat part has been squeezed and squeezed 
through salt water, till slimy/milky part has gone. Then roasted in ground oven. Category: Fish. 

ki i kal keeth kaa' n. nose or blade of a sawfish. Used as a fighting sword. A hole is punched at one end and a string put 
through. It is attached to the arm near the wrist. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kiikathan tv. separate someone (or oneself) e.g. someone might separate children who are teasing each other; or there might be 
a fight and one group of people might separate themselves and go off and stay somewhere quiet for a while. 

kiimp n. sweat. 

kiimp tham adj. to be sweaty. 

kiimpathiy adj. sweating a lot. 

kiimp-enchan tv. sweat, 
kiingkan tv. cook, 
kiingkanam adj. cooked, 
kiir n. sheet iron. 

kiirk adv. sideways, mee' kiirkang thathan 

(e.g. maybe because of a boil), kiirk 

kiith n. English language, 
ki kkiy 1 n. Usage: avoidance, arm. Syn: ma' punth. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
kikkiy 2 n. Usage: avoidance, small creek,or stream,river. Syn: punth. Category: Geography, 
kikkiy-paam n. feathers (e.g. from a brolga or goose). 

kilam n. Palm Cockatoo (Probosciger aterrimus). Large black cockatoo, the only one without coloured tail band. Has long, 
upright backward curving crest and red cheek patches. Perches above rainforest or eucalyptus stands. Loud raucous 
screech. Nests in hollow trees. Found in moderately large numbers inland near the Watson and Archer 
rivers .Category: Birds. 

kimp n. Variant: minh kimp. blue-winged kookaburra (Dacelo leachii). Common. Blue-winged, streaked white head, pale blue 
rump, blue tail, male, red-brown tail, female brown body, cream breast. This bird is not used for food. Category: Birds. 

kinch n. sun,day. Category: Time. Category: Time. Category: Time. 

aak mee' kinchangam daylight, daytime. 

tha' kinch-kinch adv. all in the same day (e.g. go somewhere and back) all in one day. 

kinch chaaparang n. sunset. Category: Time. 

kinch keny temp, midday; lunchtime. Category: Time. 

kinch muthan temp, sun still up, sun still shining (e.g. 3 o'clock in the afternoon). Not yet kinch-wayang. Still time to do 
something in the daylight. Category: Time. 

kinch Ompamang temp, sun halfway through. Category: Time. 

kinch ompamang in kaaw temp, sun halfway up. Category: Time. 

kinch Ompamang in kuuw temp, sun halfway down (3 or 4 pm). Category: Time. 

kinch ongk temp, all day. Category: Time. 

kinch pi'an adj. plenty of sun. Category: Time. 

kinch thinhan adj. cold day, not very warm sun (e.g. as in June or July). Category: Time, 
kinch thonang temp, the next day. 


look sideways; to look out of the corner of the eye. kiirk nyiinan sit sideways 
thanan lean sideways (e.g. used to describe a boat listing on dry land). 
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kinch thon-thonangan temp, everyday. 

kinchang temp, daytime. Category: Time. 

kinch-wayang temp, afternoon (4 or 5 pm or later). Category: Time. 

kink n. Usage: term used by old people, n. Toadfish (speroides hamilton); and Giant Toadfish (Gastrophysus sceleratus). Both of 
these fish are poisonous - the flesh or skin must not be eaten. The Toadfish grows to about 12cm while the Giant 
Toadfish grows to 1.0m. These fish puff up their body when in danger. Found in estuary and ocean 
waters .Category: Fish. Syn: uttu'. 

kin UW n. dugout canoe, made from yukuungkath, yuk nguchaman, yuk thanchal or yuk kich thuumpiy. The tree is chopped 

down then the canoe is shaped from the trunk with an axe. It may take three or four weeks. The craftsman must knock 
with the axe as he goes, to listen for the sound of the walls getting thin. It may then be fitted with an outrigger and 
platform. There may be four or five paddles used in it at one time. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kippiy n. Usage: avoidance, male. Syn: WUUt. Syn: wuut. 
piim kippiy old man. Category: People and Kinship. 

kippiy manth-thayan n. elder. Syn: wuut manth-thayan. Category: People and Kinship. 

kiw n. Variant: minh kiw. Silver Jewfish (Pseudosciaena Soldada),locally called big grunter. This fish is very good eating. It is 
caught on lines and grows to 1 metre in length. It is caught during the day but more often at night. Category: Fish. 

ki'am Variant: yuk ki'am. n. plant (Morinda citrifolia), the root of which yields yellow dye for string bags. Category: Plants. 

koch 1 n. lizard, probably covers both the Fence Skink (Cryptoblepharus boutonni) and the Lively Skink (Carlia vivax) and 
others. Category: Animals. 

kOCh 2 adj. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

koch ngaa' n. gecko, Tree Dtella (Gehyra variegata), light grey in colour. They live in dead tree stumps and logs, and hunt at 
night. They also live in people's homes, where they feed upon insects and clamber over walls and 
ceilings. Category: Animals. 

koch puttllk n. a gecko which is similar to koch ngaa'. It lies under hollow logs, and is eaten by cats. Category: Animals. 

kok n. Variant: thum kok. dry bark, from a dry tree used to start a fire going. Category: Plants. 

koka excl. Go on, out with it! Koka! Kan wik epankathara! Go on! Out with what you have come to say! Koka! Wik kan 
thaw ee! Come on! Speak up! 

kol kol kol onom. sloshing sound (e.g. of water or another liquid being jiggled in a cup). Category: Sounds. 

kolat n. Variant: minh kolat. Peaceful Dove (Geopelia placida). Very small grey-brown dove with blue-grey head and neck with 
a dense pattern of fine black and white bars around the neck and upper breast. Seen around the community. Not 
eaten. Category: Birds. 

kom As in: As in: As in: 

koman n. unmarried girl at the age of puberty and onwards. Category: People and Kinship. Category: People and Kinship, 
puk koman a girl about puberty. Category: People and Kinship. 

koman many n. adolescent girl from about the age of 10 or 11 to mid-teenage years. 

koman pi'an n. older teenagers. Category: People and Kinship. 

kom-koman n. PI: plural form, young girls, young women. Category: People and Kinship. 

komp n. unmarried teenage boy up to 20's. This term is used to refer to those not initiated yet. Category: People and 
Kinship. Category: People and Kinship. Category: People and Kinship, 
pam komp n. term used to refer to men in their early and late 20's, 
puk komp n. a boy about puberty. Category: People and Kinship. 

komp kath n. small spirits, like dwarfs, with long beards, who go around in both the day and night. Some are fierce, some are 
not. They do not have clothes, they are more like maany. They are invisible to everyone except the owner. A man may 
find them in a hunting place and then he becomes the owner. They call him son; he calls them father in return. They 
come and go from the owner, who may own two or three. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 
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komp many n. adolescent boy up to age of 15 or 16. Category: People and Kinship. 

kompal Variant: minh kompal. n. covers the small sunfish types Strawman (Quirichthys stramineus) and Gertrude's Blue Eye 
(Pseudomugil gertrudae),and the rainbow fishes Goyder River Rainbow fish (Melanotaenia trifasciata) and Checkered 
Rainbow fish (Nematocentris maculata),locally called swampfish. These small freshwater fishes live in the swamps, 
lagoons and freshwater tracts of the rivers. They seldom grow more than 10cm and are not easily caught with a fishing 
line. Category: Fish. 

kompan n. scar. Syn: marp. Category: Insects. 

kon n. ear. Syn: that. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
kaa' kon n. sides of nostrils. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kon keny(angk) adj. alert, paying attention, ever-ready to hear e.g. if someone knocks on the door at 2am and the person 

inside quickly answers the knock, the person at the door might say: Nint kon kenyangk wun-wunangan ey? You are 
alert, aren't you? (even at this hour!) 

kon mak adj. ears dirty with wax, cannot hear. See: kon ma'alang. Category: Insects. 

kon mangk n. back of ear. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kon ma'alang adj. hard wax in ears. See: kon mak. Category: Insects. 

kon min adv. to feel free to take or borrow something (e.g. from a family member, without being unduly worried.) Kon min 
kal~an ngatharam line ananiya! Take my line without worrying. 

kon minangam adv. reliable (with things or people). 

kon pachathan tv. tell bad stories about someone, maybe including swearing, and calling nicknames. 

kon puchalam n. red-legged spirits who wear long orchid fibre earrings, and who always go in a pair of two men, one older 
and one younger. They wear silvery helmets and their skin is red all over. The older one is a mediator thaa' pant) but the 
younger one is wild and savage and practises sorcery. The older one tries to stop the younger one from doing evil. If 
people see them, even from behind, it is believed that they will get very sick, and might die. Category: Ceremony and 
Dreaming. 

kon pur' adv. not understanding, (e.g. another language),always forgetting (e.g. where something is). 

kon thaa' way adj. someone with little understanding (mostly children and babies), or an adult who is simple. Nint puk kon 
thaa' wayantang ke' wik kuch~an ngathara! Don't send me a message via a child with little 
understanding!Category. People and Kinship. 

kon thanpan tv. remind someone. See: kon-aathan. 

kon thayanathan tv. remind. 

kon thiin adv. unaware of something happening in one's absence e.g. if parents are told of their child having been hit while 

they've been hunting they might say: Ngan kaath piip nungantam kon thiin iiy-iiyanan minhaka. We, his parents, 
were out hunting and were unaware. 

kon tho'anan iv. think,stop and think. Syn: ngaantam-ngeeyan. An wanttin wantana? Wallet wukal thamangan e? Nint 
kan kon tho'an~ana! Where did you leave your wallet and money? Stop and think. 

kon thuthan See: kon (ath) thuthan. 

kon umpan tv. good friends (especially teenagers e.g. two boys or two girls) whispering to each other, enticing each other to 
have sex with a boyfriend or girfriend). Kon umpwunipa! Wik kath pam waa'anipa! You're enticing each other to 
play up, by telling stories about boyfriends! 

kon Uth adv. 1 • ignoring what is said or done,not taking any notice or not realizing,maybe because of being preoccupied with 
something else. (e.g. kon uth thee'an would mean someone who goes out for fishing only and thinks of nothing 
else.)Nint kon uthan ke’ nyiin-nyiin~ana! May nan ooy-ooyamana! Don't sit there oblivious to everything else! 
The food is burning! Nil kon uth ke' iiy-iiyowee! Nil puk ke'anang ya'a! Puk nungantam in peey-peeyana! She 
shouldn't go off unheeding! She's not childless. Her child is crying. 

2 •trustfully go with or be with someone, having no worries about it. Ngul ngayan mamangan-a, nil kon uth weep 
wun ngatharang. When I picked up (the baby), he was quite contented to be with me and trustfully went to sleep. 

kon Waap thayan adj. always alert, good memory. 

kon wal akangam thanan iv. puzzled, don't know what to do (maybe frightened). 
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kon Wlinan zv. listen, wait for news (e.g. when someone is sick). Ngan kon wunanan yippakan, wik way yaaka' 
wampow. We're waiting for news still, maybe it'll be bad news. 

kon wuuk wampan (nungkar) ipv. preoccupied, thinking about something else, maybe lonely (e.g. thinking about 
someone dear to you who has gone away, and so not hearing what other people say). 

kon (ath) thuthan tv. take heed. Nintang yotangan kan piikantan, nint ke'am kon thuthangan ey? They're all hitting 
you—aren't you taking any notice? 

kon (tropam) tho'anan zv. 1 • ears become unblocked. 

2 •think. Syn: ngaantam-ngeeyan. Kan nint kon tropam tho'an~ana! Ngookan wanttin wantana? Natham pek 
wantan landingang ey? Now think hard! Where did you leave that dress? Maybe at the landing? 

kon-aathan dr. remind,to let someone know. Ngay kon-aath~ang nintanga wik kal~an nungant. I'll remind you to take 
that message to him. 

konam than-(than)an zv. 1 • forget what one is meant to do next. 

2 • half and half,indifferent, unenthusiastic attitude e.g. a wife may ask a husband to look after a child while she cooks 
but he might refuse. Then she might say: Nint konam than-thanangan ey? Ngay ma' pal-puy iiyang. Don't you 
care? I'm so busy. 

konant Variant: kich konant. n. ti-tree (Melaleuca leucadendron) found up in the east in forest country and on grass plains. 

konang wampan zv. come to mind (e.g. that something had been left behind). 

konangam pi'(-pi')an tv remember. 

konchan tv. curse someone (e.g. so that he will get sick, or die, or so a snake will bite him, or so that a tree will fall on him). 

kon-enchiy adj. to be alert, to be listening for someone coming,to be well aware of your responsibilities, remember to do 
them. Pam kon-enchiyang may an-ngul kuuw kan ukath thant Wutan=aka. That responsible man has taken 
food west to them at Wutan. 

kon-enchiyang adv. with alertness, responsibly. See: kon-enchiy. Kon-enchiyang may kiingk~ana, may menchan 
uw~anga. Be alert, remember to cook the damper so that when I come back it will be cooked ready. 

konkan n. Variant: minh konkan. Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo novaeguineae). Bill long and strong, head and breast creamy- 
white, crown dark brown, brown mark through eye, back and wings brown. Wings have blue mottlings, tail reddish- 
brown. Found mostly inland. Uncommon at Aurukun. Not eaten. Category: Birds. 

kon-konang thawan zv give advice as to what to do. 

konkoniyang n. butterfly. Category: Insects. 

kon-muuchaman z'v. run away; hide because of having done something bad (maybe afraid of being caught). Ngutang 

maarich mo'pula, pulan nath-natham, ke'am wamppul, kon-muuch-muuchamanpul. Last night those two ran 
away together, they're still away, they haven't come back, they're hiding. Nil ke'-ngul kon-muuchamowa, kan 
pentow ee! Kaa'walan thath~amp nunang, maarich thupana! He should stop hiding and come out. Let's see his 
face, that clever one at adultery! 

kon-ngathan tpv. forget,forgive. Piip Cod=an ngul kon-ngathow nunang way ngamparam anpalan. God will forgive 
our sins. 

ko n t 1 n. As in: As in: As in: 

kont 2 n. Variant: minh kont. small freshwater prawns. They live in holes in the swamp and are bluish. Syn: (minh) ma'- 
wunth. Category: Fish. 

kont 3 n. paperbark species. See: kich kont. 

kon-thayan adj. someone who has a good memory, and never forgets anything, reliable (with things or children etc.) 

kon-thayanam adv. See: kon-thayan. 

kon-wal-ngupan tv. confuse,or distract someone so that he or she cannot concentrate. Niiy nganang ke' kon-wal- 

ngup~an wik wolmpangana. Ngamp kan aak kech ngeey~ampa, nan kuuw pekwuntan. Don't confuse us so 
that we cannot think. We want to be able to hear that fight over in the west. 

kon-we'ar Variant: yuk kon-we'ar. mangrove tree (Aegialitis annulata R.Br.), found on the banks on the lower reaches of 
rivers. Used as firewood and as a cover for meat. Syn: (may) yuunch. 
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kongam n. kidney, and the area around the kidneys. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kongk n. Variant: may kongk. nuts e.g. from pandanus trees kunchan, or nut inside may po'al. Category: Food. 

kongk As in: As in: As in: As in: 

koochan adj. straight (in body), or to go straight to a place,or a 'straight' person i.e. honest, genuine person with 
integrity .Syn: koy’. Syn: koy'. Syn: koy’. Syn: koy'. 

kaa' koochan(am) straight beak or nose, 
koochanam iiyan iv. walk straight ahead, 
wik koochanam thawan z'v. talk straight, no lies, honestly, 
koochanathan tv. tell something honestly (e.g. when you have to give evidence);explain. 

kookal As in: As in: As in: 

kookam n. freshwater lagoon. Category: Geography. 

kookar kookar onom. sound that a kookaburra makes. Category: Sounds. 

kookiy n. Variant: yuk kookiy. shady tree with a yellow flower and a little round seed, found in the dry swamp area. The leaves 
were used in ground ovens. They have a sweet perfume. They were rubbed on the body for hunting luck (e.g. for hunting 
turtles). Category: Plants. 

koolkan 1 n. a fern (Drynaria quercifolia) found in the scrub. Leaves used to cover yams in earth oven, or to carry meat if no 
titree bark. 

koolkan 2 prop n. name for Landing at Aurukun. Category: Geography. 

koolkan-wayath n. Variant: yuk koolkan-wayath. Holly Mangrove tree (Acanthus ilicifolius). A small mangrove with 
spiky leaves growing to about 2 m. Has mauve flowers. Grows near the landing. The stems are really 
green. Category: Plants. 

koon n. Variant: minh koon. or Burdekin Duck or Radjah Shelduck (Tadorna radjah),sometimes locally called mangrove duck. 
Large white duck with pale coloured bill and legs, brownish above with distinct chestnut breast band. Seasonal: Kaap 
and Onchan seasons. Good for eating. Category: Birds. 

koonanth n. Usage: avoidance, bone. Syn: kaanch. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

koonchan adv. feel really tired (e.g. after work); or lazy. Niiy koonchan ke'thaw~ana, niiy work ke'am iiyana, ngan 

epa. Don't say you are tired! You didn't do any work, we did! 

koonh n. teeth. 

koonh kemp n. gums. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
thaa' koonh adj. foul tongued person, 'swearing mouth'. 

thul koonh n. edges ofwoomera. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
koonhang akan tv. swear badly. 
k00nth 1 n. corns, or corny skin on hands and feet, 
ma' koonth n. corns on hand, 
tha' koonth n. corns on feet. 

koonth 2 Variant: yuk koonth. n. lawyer cane vine (Flagellarin indica). Used for tying canoes thoon made of messmate bark. 

The vine is split and used to sew the ends of the canoes, which can carry several people. Also used for knocking down 
coconuts and binding stone axes. Also used for tying up edges of fish nets, and tying up food in ti-tree 
bark .Category: Plants. 

k00nth 3 n. Variant: yuk koonth. bamboo tree, smaller than yuk pukal. Syn: pukal. Category: Plants, 
kootamat n. name given to someone with same name as person who has died. 

kooth 1 Variant: minh kooth. n. This is a generic name for the species commonly called trevally,locally called white fish. 

Several types are caught in the Aurukun area: Golden Trevally (Gnathanodon speciosus), Blue Spotted Trevally (Caranx 
bucculentus), Lowly Trevally (Caranx ignabilis), Great Trevally (Caranx sexfasciatus), Spotted Trevally (Caranx 
melampygus), and Turrum (Carangoides emburyi). Differentation between species is indeed difficult and cannot 
effectively or accurately be determined by a superficial sighting. Anatomical analysis is needed for identification. The 
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collective naming of Trevally under minh kooth is therefore understandable. Found in brackish, estuary and ocean 
water. Category: Fish. 

kooth 2 77. Variant: may kooth. waterlily, the whole plant including the stem and flower. 

kooth uthukam n. Variant: may kooth uthukam. a waterlily species, purple in colour. 

kOOthj As in: As in: As in: 

kootra n. head,mind. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. 

kek kootra part of spear where the prongs are gummed, 
may kootra seed heads,or head of grain, like may ka'ar. 

kootra enchan tv. start to get sick. 

kootra nyaa' thawan See: kuchek nyaa' thawan. 

kootra wachaman n. articles worn on the head, or used for the head e.g. pillow, hat, headband. 

kootra (thanang) wunpin tv. all the children of a set ofbrothers (or cousin brothers). 

kor' 77 . Variant: minh kor'. Brolga (Grus rubicundus). Silver grey with bustle of long secondary wing feathers. Skin on head pale 
grey with pale red/pink round back. Often seen in threes and up to flocks of hundreds. Name is onomatopoeic of call in 
flight. Good eating. Category: Birds. 

kothampang n. Usage: archaic term. Masked Lapwing (Vanellus miles),sometimes locally called plover. See: tal- 
X.b\. Category: Birds. 

kowa excl. answering a call (i.e. 'I heard you'.) 

kowan n. Variant: minh kowan. Covers Barracuda fish (Agriopasphraena barracuda),and Slender Sea-Pike (Sphyraena Jello). A 
long slender fish found in estuaries and the ocean. Often caught with bait or with lures. Category: Fish. 

koy 77. As in: aak koy. sacred place outside village (area) where initiation ceremonies were performed. Category: Ceremony and 
Dreaming. 

koyam adv. back, koyam wuthpul man and wife or boyfriend and girlfriend re-united again after being separated. 

koyam i iyan Zv. go back,turn back. 

koyam ngaantam-ngeeyan zv. think back to what you said before. 

koym 77. Usage: avoidance, tail. Syn: mut. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

koyngkan 77. As in: As in: As in: 

koyp 77. Variant: minh koyp. Pied Heron (Ardea Picata). Small dark grey to black heron with yellow bill and legs. Black crown 
and crest and white face and neck. Found one by one or in flocks and with other herons and egrets. Mostly found round 
swamps and marshy areas. Category: Birds. 

koyp wuu'an zv. whistle. 

koy' adj. straight (in body) or to go straight to a place,or a 'straight' person i.e. honest, genuine person with 
integrity.^!; koochan. 

koy-(koy)yUW adv. (follow) behind; last. Syn: kul-kulam. 

ko'alam adj. three,few. 

ma' ko'alam three times. 

ko'an 77. Variant: minh ko'an. Magpie or Pied Goose (Anseranas semipalmata). Long yellow-legged black and white goose with 
partly webbed and strongly clawed feet. Long narrow bill strongly hooked at the tip. Good eating. The eggs are also 
good for eating. The birds are available in the season called kaap. Category: Birds. 

ko'anch adj. blind. 

ko'angan Zv. Usage: avoidance, wait. Syn: kuupan. 

kucham adj. two. 

kuch-kucham adv. two by two. 
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man-kucham adj. hypocrite. 

ma'-kucham adv. twice. 

kuchan iv. cool down (in body). Ngay ngoyngkang nyiin~anga, ngay kemp kuch~anga, ngay karkan yippak, kiimp 

ench-enchanga. I'll sit in the shade to cool down, as I'm still hot and sweaty. Ngay ngoyngkang nyiin~anga, ngay 
kemp kuch~anga, ngay karkan yippak, kiimp ench-enchanga. I'll sit in the shade to cool down, as I'm still hot 

and sweaty. 

ngangk kuchAN z'v. cool down from anger. Category: Mood and Character, 
kuchan tv. send. 

kaa'-kuchAN tv. traditional custom of sending the spirit of a dead person to his tribal country, to his own story 
place.See; kaa'-kuchan. 

ma'am kuchAN tv. let go of something you are holding in your hand (e.g. a fishing reel). 

(monkan) kuchAN tv. to say goodbye,see someone off. 

Wik ongk-ongkam kuchantan tv. pass the word on (e.g. of an accident or rumour from one to another). 

kuchantang n. Variant: yuk kuchantang. tree similar to yuk wuynguth, with black bark and a long leaf. Good medicine. The 
leaves are crushed and boiled in water, and can be used for bathing sore eyes and bathing the body. Category: Plants. 

kuchar adj. cold. Category: Time. Category: Time. 

ngangk kuchar adj. calm. Category: Mood and Character. 

kuchek n. head. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kuchek kaanch n. skull. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kuchek kuungkan tv. baptise. 

kuchek mich n. fontanelle, soft part of the baby's head. Syn: kuchek wukar. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kuchek munth adj. blunt-ended, like a lopped off tree or something broken at the end (e.g. cutting the head of an animal with 
a tomahawk). 

kuchek nyaa' thaw-thawan Variant: also said as 'kootra nyaa' thaw-thawan'. ipv. feel like one's nerves are 

shattered. Ke' ma' ath piik~ana, ngathar thinthaniya, kuchek nyaa' thaw-thawanar. Don't make all that clapping 
noise close to me, it's making me nervous. 

kuchek nyaa' (thawan) adv. Variant: also said as 'kootra nyaa' (thawan)'. to be ashamed of oneself or 

another,embarrassed (e.g. if one's son is in trouble or if someone gets on someone's nerves). Ngay kootra nyaa' thaw- 
thawang, nint way yump-yumpangana, thaa'-thaa'I I'm ashamed of the bad things you constantly do. 

kuchek oik n. band of feathers from white cockatoo 'mi nil muw' attached to a stick with gum worn, and worn as headdress for 

traditional dances. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
kuchek pach n. bald, no hair. Syn: kuchek pachalang. 

kuchek pong-pong n. fontanelle, soft part of baby's head. Syn: kuchek mich. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
kuchek pong-pong tha'an tv, tpv. headache with sharp jabbing pains. Category: Insects, 
kuchek pungkalang n. hairline from front to back. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
kuchek pungkalang (nyiintan) adv. only a few people (sitting) in one place. 

kuchek thankan n. coil for carrying things on the head (e.g. bucket, firewood) made from grass, thuuth cabbage fan palm, 

towel, or piece of rag, and so on. Syn: weelap thankan (Bottomside people). Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. 

kuchek tha'-tha'an tpv. to have a dull headache. Category: Insects. 

kuchek thonamang (iiyantan) adv. be of one mind, agree. Category: Idioms. 

kuchek urn menhang n. crown of head (middle). Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kuchek waap n. brains. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kuchek waap min adj. good brains, expert (e.g. good at language, school). 
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klichek waap thayan adj. long, stubborn memory e.g. after a fight one person might carry on a grudge for a long time, and 
ignore the other person, even up to a year. Also could be used of a child who likes to hear the same story over and over 
again, and constantly requests it. His mother might say: Nint kuchek waap thayan ey? Mepangan ngayang puth- 
putham wikan waa'-waa'~ang nungk? Are you constantly remembering that story? And requesting me to tell it over 
and over? 

klichek way pikang (iiy-iiyan) adv. not in right mind, silly. Category: Mood and Character, 
kuchek way wunan iv worry over something. Category: Mood and Character, Idioms, 
kuchek wayaman (nungant) iv. not in right mind, silly. Category: Mood and Character, 
kuchek weechan (nunang) tpv. to have a headache. Category: Insects. 

kuchek wukar n. fontanelle. Syn: kuchek pong-pong, kuchek mich. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kuchekam ya' pent(ar) ipv. (I) quickly forgot something, 
kuchekang pi'an tv. remember, keep in mind. 

kuchekang wunpan tv. fill someone's head with something (e.g. stories, bad language, school lessons, suspicions), 
kuchek-ongk adj. narrow face, a nickname, 
kuchek-thayan adj. strong-headed,stubborn, 
kuch-kucham adv. two by two. 

kuk n. Variant: yuk kuk. medium sized scrub tree with numerous leaflets (possibly Tinospora minasira). Bare in October. A light 
coloured, very rough bark and very hard wood. Found in the east (e.g. the dry swamp). It was believed that cutting and 
burning the bark or branches would stop rain. The bark was also put in the water to kill fish, and make them float to the 
top. Previously carved into smoking pipes and resin bats. Category: Plants. 

kukalan tv. Usage: avoidance, pour out. Syn: yeechan. Syn: yeechan. 

kayk kukalAN tv. vomit. Category. Insects. 

kukkuw n. Diamond Dove (Geopelia cuneata), very small blue-grey dove smoky brown above, red eye-ring and scattered fine 
white spots on wings. Mainly seen 'upriver' and south of Aurukun. Not eaten. Category: Birds. 

kul., n. grass type. See: wak kul. Category: Grasses. 

kul 2 n. handle (e.g. ofbag). Variant: sometimes called 'kuuy kul'; sometimes referred to only as 
'kuuy'. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kill 3 n, adj. angry,wild. Category: Mood and Character. Category: Mood and Character. Category: Mood and 
Character .Category: Mood and Character. Category: Mood and Character. Category: Mood and 
Character. Category: Mood and Character. 

aak kulangam (ngampar) one family or group always making trouble. 

kaa'-kulam adj. sulky,angry-looking, not talking, either from bearing a grudge or from feeling sick. Category: Mood and 
Character. 

man kul wampAN (nungant) ipv. become angry. Category: Mood and Character. 

mee' kulang (kalwuntan) stare angrily at each other. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk kul wampAN (nungant) ipv. anger in one's heart, temptation to explode. Category: Mood and Character. 

thaa' kul (thawAN) angry, sharp words. Category: Mood and Character, 
kul aak-ya'ang uwan tv. find fault unnecessarily,lose temper. Category: Mood and Character, 
kul enchan iv. find fault. Category: Mood and Character. 

kul karkan n. a hot, violent row. Kul karkan ikan thant. There's a big brawl going on. Category: Mood and Character, 
kul metang adj. innocent person,not involved in an argument. Syn: ma' malam. 
kul pithan iV. find fault, pick a fight. Category: Mood and Character. 

kul thinthamak adj. quiet, calm person who does not get into fights, and who does not find fault with this one or that, peace- 
loving. Category: Mood and Character. 
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kill WOnyam adj. sharp-tongued,argumentive (person). Kul wony-wonyam nint thawangan thanta! You constantly find 
fault with other people. Category: Mood and Character. 

kill yaam pi'-pi'an tv. nurse anger for a long time. 

kul yench-(yench)athan tv. nurse old grievances (e.g. day after day someone might complain, with long speeches, about 
something that angers him). 

kulal 1 n. As in: kunch kulal. boom shell; conch shell. Used for bait, and for making artefacts. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kulal 2 adj, adv. 1 • crooked (e.g. one's back, legs, arms, feet, spear handle, a stick, a house, difficult language), to (move) 

crookedly, Aawuch in yiipan kulal than-thanana. Yip-yipam enchow ngul. That house in the south is crooked, 
and about to fall down. Thuuk kul—kulal thuuch-thuuchana. The snake is crawling crookedly. 

2 • to divert, take another road. Woyan koochanam wak~ana! Woyan kulalan wunow-a, ke' iiy~ana! Woyan 
thonan ke'-ngul wak~ana! Go straight there! Don't divert or take another road. 

kulan n. Variant: minh kulan. tree possum. Category. Animals. 

kulap n. rattle that accompanies Island-style dances; made from yuk piing, the match box bean 
tree. Syn: piing.Ca/egory. Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kulich a. dress. 

kul-kulak mo'an iv. cannot or does not take a joke. Nint kul-kulak ke' mo'~ana! Ngay kee'-kee'ang nungkarang 
thonakama! Can't you take a joke? I'm only playing with you. 

kul-kulam adv. (come) behind. Syn: koy-koyyuw. 

kul-kulang enchan iv. Variant: also said as 'kul-kulang weenan' and 'kul-kulliyang enchan'. complain about or 
become angry with someone who is attempting to joke with you and cheer you up. Category: Mood and Character. 

kul-kulang weenan iv. See: kul-kulang enchan. 

kul-kulliyang enchan See: kul-kulang enchan. 

kulliy adj. really wild (person). Category: Mood and Character. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk kulliy adj. wild, angry, violent (person); could even be a murderer. 

kul-min adj. obedient (child or person) who takes heed. 

kulwey adj. quiet person, who does not want to cause a fight,tame (of animals). Syn: thaa' mochan. Category: Mood and 
Character. 

kul' n. money. Syn: wukal. 

kuman n. thighs (including lap), 
tha'kuman n. root of a tree. 

kuman tv. 1 • to not know (relations). Nil wanch koman alangan kampan ke'am kum kaath-kunchantam anangamana, 
nil piip-kunchantaman kampan-a, ya' kum thanang. That young woman knows only the relatives on her mother's 
side, not those on her father's side. Ngay kampan nungkaram, nint ke' kum~an ngayanga! I'm your relation, you 
should know me. 

2 • misunderstand, miss something. Nint wik kuman nganyang. You don't understand what I'm saying. Nil ya' kum 
thanang than want-wanttakan nath emayna. He doesn't understand how they grow. Nint wik kuman 
nganyang. You don't understand what I'm saying. Nil ya' kum thanang than want-wanttakan nath emayna. He 
doesn't understand how they grow. Nint wik kuman nganyang. You don't understand what I'm saying. Nil ya' kum 
thanang than want-wanttakan nath emayna. He doesn't understand how they grow. 

aak kum AN tv. 1 •misunderstand. 

2 • get lost,not recognize a place because it has changed since you last saw it,or miss a place. Syn: aak-kalan. 
monkan kumAN tv miss seeing someone you are looking around for. 

kuman ench n. juicy inside part of thigh bone. Category: Mood and Character. 

kumanh n. As in: yuk kumanh, way min kumanh, ngook kumanh, ku' kumanh. word used for articles left by a dead 
person (e.g. outboard motors, that do not get buried with the deceased as all the possessions used to). 
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kump n. urine. Syn: ocham, chelal, oonam. 

klimpathan tv. claim,or keep for oneself (e.g. a cup, dress, someone else's wife or husband), 
klin n. faeces. Syn: kak. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

klin ik n. lumbar region,lower back,tailbone region. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kun keel n. diarrhoea. Kun keelang uwan nunang. He's got diarrhoea. Category: Insects. Syn: thip way. 

kun matalath nyiinan iv. bad diarrhoea. Category: insects. 

klin pil n. Usage: archaic term, mostly just called pil. hip bone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kunch 1 n. penis. Usage: frequently used as a swear word. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kunch 2 one's own. aak-kunch owners of a certain territory e.g. a person's homeland, aawuch-kunch owner of the 

house. kaath-kunch own blood mother, kampan-kunch own relations. May-kunchang thee' ngathar. The owner 
of the food gave it to me. 

kunch kulal n. boomshell,conch shell. Category: Fish, 
kunchan n. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

kunchan-kalan n. Variant: minh kunchan-kalan. big queen fish. Category: Fish. 

kunchangan iv. Usage: avoidance, get down,come down (like rain). Syn: ukan. 

kunhan n. Usage: avoidance, woomera. Syn: thul. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kunhanh adj. 1 • close weave (e.g. in kempan or waangk yoompan. Syn: math cheemar (kempan). Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

2 • smooth. 

kunhanh yumpan tv. make something smooth (e.g. the outside of a didjeridoo). 
kunh-kunh adj. itchy e.g. itchy skin from the grass, or an itchy foot from an insect bite, 
kunmal n. Variant: minh kunmal. mudshell. Syn: (minh) ochangan. Category: Fish, 
kunp adj. lame,crippled. Category: Insects. 

kunpathan tv. to make lame,to cripple (someone). This could be said in a fight, e.g. "Ngay tha' kont piik~ang nintang! 
Ngay kunpath~ang nintanga!" I'll hit your ankles and cripple you! Category: Insects. 

kunttOW n. stone,rock. Category: Geography. 

kuntul n. Variant: minh kuntul. Archer fish (Toxotes chatareus); and Rifle fish (Toxotes jaculator). This fish is often observed 
to "shoot down" insects flying above the water. A small jet of water is expelled from the mouth with such force and 
accuracy it rarely misses target. It grows to 1 kg and is good eating. Caught on lures or speared. Found in fresh, brackish 
and estuary waters. Category: Fish. 

kung n. sides of the body just near and below the ribs,corner. Kung ke' thu'~an ngayang! Don't poke me in the ribs. Kung 
thip anhan nil kaath-kunchan iiyanta, kuutan nunang ongkatha. She's really his own mother, her stomach and 
sides were heavy with him (when pregnant) and she was the one in whom the umbilical cord was 
lengthened. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kung many n. young girl at about puberty, at the time her breasts are just beginning to show (or swell). Syn: koman 
many .Category: People and Kinship. 

kung pi'an n. mother with children. 

kung thu'-thu'an tv. talks constantly (literally: keeps on joining up words). Nilan kaangk kung thu'-thu'ow, wik thon- 
thon ngulan thawan, nil ont-ontan ke'am thaw-thawan. She likes to talk incessantly, one word after another, she 
isn't brief at all. 

kung thu'-(thu')an tv. tickle or poke in ribs, 
kungench n. corner. 

kung-inthan tv tickle. 

kungk loc. north. Category: Geography. 
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kungkangk loc. north side. Category: Geography. 

kung-makan ac/v.together. Pul minh panch kucham anangan kung-makan nyiin-nyiinanpul. Those two birds are 
sitting together. Kung-makan kalan. She had twins. Niiy kung-makan ngeenak than-thananiy, thaa' karpam 

ee? Why are you all standing so close together? 

kung-makan tv. flatten (ingredients of) damper, cake or johnny cake before cooking,or squeeze meat of sharkfish or stingray. 

Water is poured on to the meat several times and the meat is squeezed to get rid of the slimy, milky part and then made 
into little round balls. 

kur stomach rumbling because of hunger or maybe diarrhoea starting. Thip kur umpan ngayang. My stomach is playing up, I 
feel as if 1 am getting diarrhoea. Thip kur thawan ngathar, ngay meech ngula. My stomach is rumbling, I'm 
hungry. Category: Sounds. 

kurk n. dust. 

aak kurk n. dusty place (from ashes or black soil). Category: Geography, 
may kurk n. flour,rising,soda. Category: Food. Syn: may aachich, may oor. 
ngak kurk n. muddy water. Category: Geography. 

thum kurk n. ashes, added to dyestuff to change colour, making a deeper colour. Ashes from yuk waath are kurk waath, 
from yuk waak they are called kurk waak and from yuk po'al they are called kurk po'al. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kurp As in: As in: As in: As in: 

kurrOW n. Variant: minh kurrow. covers the fish types Burnett Salmon,King Salmon,and Sheridan's Threadfin (all Polydactylus 
sheridani). This fish is commonly caught on bait whilst hand line fishing in the estuaries of rivers. An average sized fish 
is 5 kg. Older fish develop large bony nodules along the back bone. This fish can be found in brackish and ocean waters 
as well as estuary water. The flesh is excellent for eating. Syn: minh maningan. Category: Fish. 

kut n. bandicoot. Variant: minh kut. Syn: minh wath. Category: Animals. 

kuthal 1 n. As in: As in: As in: 

kuthal 2 n. Variant: yuk kuthal. mangrove cedar (Xylocarpus Australasicus). A deciduous mangrove with flaking bark, tall solid 
'breathing roots', with leaf drop about June when the trees can be easily identified by their 'autumn' colours. Makes good 
furniture timber, but is liable to split. Category: Plants. 

kuthal me' n. lovely green soft grass growing near the water at the swamp. Category: Grasses. 

kuuch n. small rock wallaby, red in colour. Category: Animals. 

kuump n. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

kuump poch As in: As in: As in: 

kuumpan tv. as/a.thaa'-kuumpan. praise. 

kuunch n. brothers and sisters (generic term), siblings. See: Appendix I. See: Appendix I. 

ngangk kuunch (nganiy) real love between brothers or sisters, or between brothers and sisters. 

kuunt 1 n. Variant: yuk kuunt. 1 • Looking glass mangrove tree (Heritiera Littoralis). A soft light timbered mangrove with large 
buttress roots. Made into rafts or used as floater logs to hold up other timber. The timber is soft and light and can be used 
for firewood. 

2 • floating wood, used like a raft to cross a river. Category: Plants. 

kuu nt 2 n. Variant: minh kuunt. Mangrove or Striated heron (Butorides striatus). Dumpy little heron with large head and slightly 
drooped crest. Black bill, yellow eyes, yellow legs and feet. Keeps to mangrove and mud flats. Also called kench 
pikkuwantam, i.e. crocodile's mother-in-law, because of same habitat. Category: Birds. 

kuu nth n. Variant: minh kuunth. Australian Brush Turkey (Alectura lathami). Large black fowl with prominent tail flattened 
sideways. Bare red skin on head and neck with yellow wattle on lower neck. Mostly found in undergrowth of tropical 
and subtropical rainforests and will fly into trees. Belongs to mound builder family (megapodiidae). Builds mound 
approximately 4 metres across by 1.2 metres high of leaves and plant materials mixed with earth to incubate eggs. Eggs 
and bird edible. Category: Birds. 

kuungkamang pekan /v. Usage: avoidance, a mourning dance in shake-a-leg style performed by the old ladies over the 
dead body to try to cheer the relatives up. 
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kuungkan tv. pour out. 

kootra ngakang kuungkAN tv. baptise. 

OChamang kuungkAN tv. spray with urine. 

kuunyan tv. move (away),shift. Ngamp ing nyiin~amp a’ puy kaawam ngul kuuny~amp. We'll sit here fora while and 
then shift to the east. Than an-ngul kan kuunyin Weipa=ak. They have already moved to Weipa. 

kuu nyathan tv. shift something,move something or someone (e.g. a child). 

kuupaman As in: ngangk kuupaman. iv. to feel glad. Category: Mood and Character. 

kuu pan 1 iv. wait. 

kuupan 2 tv. keep an eye on someone,supervise someone. 

kuupan (many) n. Variant: also 'ma' kuupan'. a term sometimes used by grandparents to call their own grandchildren (son's 
children). 

kuupay n. top of hips. Category: Body Parts and Products. Ma' kuupayang than-thantan. They're standing with their hands 
on their hips (e.g. like stockmen often do). Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kuutan n. umbilical cord. The dry part that falls from the baby's navel is wrapped in wax, decorated with berries puukuw and 

orchid fibre puchalam and kept by the man who is the child's kuutan relation, i.e. whose name was called as the placenta 
left the mother's body. People in such a relationship address each other ngal kuutan. The child will have the name of this 
person as one of his names. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

namp kuutan n. name spoken at the time the placenta is delivered. 

kuuth n. real cousin. See: Appendix I for details. 

kuUW loc. west. Category: Geography. 

kuuwangk loc. on the west side. Category: Geography. 

kuuy 1 n. Variant: minh kuuy. Long-tailed ray (Himantura uarnaln),locally called spotted stingray. The long tailed ray is 

distinguished by its very long tail and leopard type spotting on its back and tail. It is caught on bait and speared. It can 
inflict a serious sting with its barb. Found in brackish, estuary and ocean 
waters. Category: Fish. Category: Fish .Category: Fish. 

minh kuuy puk n. small spotted stingray. Category: Fish. 

minh kuuy WUUt n. large spotted stingray. Category: Fish. 

kuuy 2 n. 1 • vine; string or; rope found in the bush and which is not spun (e.g. kuuy piing, kuuy apachan or string or rope spun 
from fibres (e.g. kuuy ngaathan, kuuy okanch. Some of the entries below starting with kuuy list specific vine, fibre or 
string types. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. 

kuchek kuuy n. headband. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

may kuuy n. string which is chewed (e.g. may kuuy ngaathan. Category: Food. 

punth kuuy n. upper armband. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. See: punth. 

2 • vein. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. 

kuchek kuuy n. vein in head. 

ma' kuuy n. vein in hand. 

kuuy 3 n. As in: ma' kuuy. n. murderer by sorcery (puriy puriy). Syn: ma' wop. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

kuuy apachan n. fibre of hanging roots of strangler fig tree used by men in binding spears and woomeras. Also used by 

women in making string bags. See: kek; thul. Syn: kuuy ngaathan. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kuuy cheew n. string spun from hibiscus bark and used for tying up sharkfish and stingray ready to cook in a ground oven. 

kuuy kaangk n. Native Grape (Ampelocissus acetosa), a vine growing along the ground and twined about trees. The vine is 
used for string, especially for tying up firewood for carrying home. It has a grape-like fruit, red, and about 2cm in 
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diameter. 

kuuy koonth n. vine from Lawyer cane vine (Flagellarin indica). Used for tying up canoes thoon) which are made of 

messmate bark, sewn with sharp points at each end. This vine is also used for binding stone axes and knocking down 
coconuts. 

kuuy kul n. handle ofbag. Variant: sometimes abbreviated to 'kuuy'. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kuuy makar n. gut fishing line. 

kuuy ngaathan n. aerial roots of the strangler fig. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Syn: kuuy 
apachan. 

kuuy okanch n. string or rope spun from the hibiscus bark, used especially for fishing nets and for ropes for 
dugongs.Category. Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kuuy Ofiyan n. fishing net. Syn: punththaman. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kuuy piing n. Matchbox bean (Entada phaseoloides), a large vine common near rivers, with long pods usually containing 

several large brown beans. The beans are used as dance rattles. The vine is used as a strong rope in hunting dugong. The 
beans are cooked in a ground oven until soft, crushed and washed until the bitter taste is removed, squeezed in a bag on 
the knee, then eaten. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kuuy pool n. string or rope spun from acacia bark. 

kuuy puukuw n. Giddy-giddy (Abrus precatorius), a vine with bright red seeds used to decorate fire sticks 
etc. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. See: puukuw. 

kuuy thiimpin n. string or rope spun from hibiscus bark, used for tying up stingray and sharkfish for cooking in ground 
ovens. 

kuuy thuuth n. string or rope spun from the cabbage fan palm, used a long time ago for making dillybags waangk and also 
binding up bodies of dead people. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

kuuy Waath n. string or rope spun from the bark of the wild mango root. 

kuuy wathiy n. common yam vine. The tuber is cooked in the ashes and eaten. It grows in sand ridges and in the scrub. May 
be dioscorea traversa. 

kuuymungk n. Variant: minh kuuymungk. Covers Black Bream; and Pikey Bream (Acanthapagrus berda). Good eating fish 
usually caught on bait; sometimes on lures. Grows to 5 kg, but usually 1-2 kg. Found in estuaries, ocean water and 
brackish water. Category: Fish. 

kuy thee'an tv. to take something (e.g. food) somewhere,or accompany someone to another place. 

mee'angam kuy thee'AN tv. see someone off. 

mee' kuy thee'AN tv. take something,or accompany someone, but others see (e.g. a girl might accompany her girlfriend 
so she can meet her boyfriend in secret, but everyone is watching). 

kuyak adv. (do something) beforehand e.g. before leaving. Nil kuyak piikan chaapar nil an-ngul mo'antam 
Cairns=aka.Fle hit him and made him bleed before he left for Cairns. 

kuyam 1 v.aux. used to. 

kuyam 2 adj. younger brother or sister 'kuunch kuyam'. 

kuyan n. Variant: may kuyan. really sweet variety of sugar bag i.e.honey made in hollow trees by bush bees. The wax sticks out 
from the hollow tree like a pencil so is visible as are the bees making it. Category: Food. See: may puuk; may at; may 
polp; may wat; may muul; may upan; may wirk. See: may puuk; may at; may polp; may wat; may muul; may 
upan; may wirk. See: may puuk; may at; may polp; may wat; may muul; may upan; may wirk. 

may kuyan pam n. small amount of sugar bag. 

may kuyan wanch n. large amount of sugar bag. 

kuyk n head. Syn: kuchek, kootra. Category: Fish. 

kuympayng n. Variant: minh kuympayng. big kangaroo. Category: Animals. 

kuyngan adj. a woman who is gentle and does not look for trouble; minds her own business and stays out of fights. 
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kuypak n. Variant: minh kuypak or minh kuypang. Covers Sooty Grunter (Hephaestus fuliginosus) and Black Bream, locally 
called bream fish. Found in fresh and brackish water. Caught on bait or lures. Good eating. Seen around snags and weed 
beds. Grows to 4 kg but usually 1-2 kg. Category: Fish. 

kuypang See: kuypak. 

ku' n. dog. Syn: thoonth, iwal. Category: Animals, 
ku' n. bumble bee. Category: Insects. 

ku'mulam adj. tide coming in. Ngak in pi'an palam ngul mat-matana, kan-ngul ku'mulama. The water is up, and the 

tide is coming in. Category: Time. 

ku'nampariy n. a substitute name used after someone has died. Syn: thaapich. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
ku'ngekanam n. dingo. Category: Animals, 
ku'pungan iv. Usage: avoidance, find. Syn: wenkan. 
ku'waak n. cat and native cat. Category: Animals. 

ku'waakal n. Variant: panch ku' waakal. Stone-Curlew, Bush (Burhinus magnirostris) and Beach (Burhinus neglectus) 

varieties.Also known as stone-plovers,or thick-knees. They have thick longish legs with thick "knees" - feet are partly 
webbed. They look a bit like a small emu. Eyes are large and yellow typical of many nocturnal birds - they are active 
and noisy at night but also feed during the day. Their call is a mournful whistle or piping and gives rise to its 
onomatopoeic name. Feeds on small animals, crabs, insects, etc. Category: Birds. Syn: waapan. 

ku'withan n. Variant: minh ku'withan. Covers the following fish: Mangrove Jack; or Red Bream (Lutjanus argentimaculatus); 

Spotted Scale Sea Perch, Red Chopper, Chopper Bream or Big Scale (all Lutjanus johnii).Locally called red schnapper. 
Both fish are excellent eating. Both are caught on bait or lures. The second type grows to 20 kg but is usually around 6 
kg, the first to 12 kg but usually 2 kg. 
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laanth-laanth adv, adj.Asin: mee' laanth-laanth; usually followed by verbs: 'thathan' or 'weenan'. Category: Insects. 

1 • feel very dizzy (from being hit on head or winded or from being sick). Category: Insects. 

2 • (the place has) become bad, with divisions between people, due to fights e.g. people living spread out due to 
fights followed by: weenan. 

I am lam adv. disappearing quickly (e.g. when an electric light is turned off or when a snake or crocodile disappears 

quickly).Yuw ngulan pi'an wun, ngulana lam lam ya'aman. There was a big black cloud, then suddenly it 
disappeared.Ngay pikkuw ngakang thathang piimp a' lam lam ngul ya'am, ngakang muunch. I saw a crocodile 
floating on the water and then suddenly it disappeared, dived down into the water. 

I ang pi i kan tv. hit or spear someone in a bad place (e.g. between the eyes, behind the neck, on the temple) with the intention of 
murder. 

I at n. paper,letter,book. 

law adv. funny person, always joking. 

law yiikan tv. bend (e.g. a crooked spear) to straighten it up. 

lawaman iv. show off. Puk wanch thonam lawam, yukang mat-mat, a' thaw-thaw thant, "Ina ngay ke' keeking!” 

Ngul yuk punthan ya' thuth a' pukan keek. A girl climbed a tree to show off, saying, "I won't fall!" But then a 
branch broke off and down she fell. 

I aw-1 aw adj. show-off, larrikin. 

laymp adv. blaze of flame from fire. Thum laymp thathiya! Pent-pentan nath kenya! Look at that blaze leaping up 
high.Syn: thum nganth. 

ling adv. to blaze up, light up, flash. 

ling ling adv. glistening with heat e.g. from sun, bushfire, fire of stove. Pung ya' parkan ngampar, aakaniy wukana, ling 
ling ling ling thaw-thawan. The sun is shining intensely and heating the ground, and it is glistening with heat. Pung 
ya' parkan ngampar, aakaniy wukana, ling ling ling ling thaw-thawan. The sun is shining intensely and heating 
the ground, and it is glistening with heat. 

kayaman pung nganth ling-ling intensely hot dry season following kayaman maal. 

I ipan n. stinging caterpillar cocoon hanging down from a wattle tree, it is quite large and makes you itch if you touch it, or if you 
sit underneath and drops of substance fall on you. Even if you come into contact with drops on the ground, you can get 
lumps on your skin which swell up. Category: Insects. 

lokang thu'an tv. swallow quickly. Minh moothangan minhan kaa'ang chutan pungan, a’ lokang thu' puncham 
thu’an, ke'am path-pathan. The pelican spears fish with its beak, and swallows it whole, without pecking it into 
small pieces. 

lokath adj. brackish (water). Category: People and Kinship. 

lonthith n. spear type. See: kek lonthith. 

long peyan z'v. move out or away (used of people moving out of their home; or moving to a meeting place; used of a bone 
moving out of its place when broken; and often used to describe movement of water e.g. tide going out; or swamps, 
rivers, wet season etc. drying up). Kaanchan ya' long peyantweya, nath thuthanta! That bone's out of its place, 
maybe broken. Ngak nan kuuw Lowdown Swamp=amana kanam uk, ngak pi'anam kanam long peya. The 
water has just about dried out in the west at the Lowdown swamp. Than pam wanch yaam than-thantan aak than 
pek-pekwuntanan ey? An ya'-ngula! Kanam long peyina! Are those people still all standing there at the fighting 
place? No, they've moved away. 

loo okan thee'an tv. drop something down heavily (e.g. a load of mudshells onto the fire); to throw something heavily to the 
ground that one has been carrying (e.g. blanket or firewood that one has been carrying on one's head). Than wanch puk 
yot pemarak ukin minh ochanganak, than minh ochangan yot maay-maayina. Loo okan thee'in 
thumanganiy. Lots of women and children went to the mangroves for mudshells. They gathered lots and lots, then they 
dropped them into the fire. 
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lop lop adv. an unsteady, loping kind of walk, especially used of tall people. 

lopam thuuchan z'v. come loose or come right out, or off (e.g. hair coming off, a fish coming off a hook, a calico (i.e. lap lap) 
falling off, or a thong coming off). 

lot n. Variant: may lot. root of a vine (Vigna vexillata) with a pink pea-like flower. The skin is removed, and then the root is 
beaten, made flat and heated. Then it is eaten. Available in wet season. Category: Food, 
lo'alang n. scrubfowl with a long wide tail like a peacock. It runs very fast in the scrub. See: chokalang. Category: Birds. 

lo'alang n. Used by some people to describe a small and very| fast wallaby. It is found in the really thick grass where it 

scratches and digs out a hole and covers it with grass. It is different from other wallabies in that the hole covered with 
grass has the shape of a mound with a wide entrance. It makes "roads" in the grass. It is similar in some ways to minh 
kut, bandicoot. It runs crookedly to dodge the dogs, and is very smart. 

kempan lo'alang n. basket type which was first made by a smart small wallaby, so is called after him. The basket is 

similar to kempan yee', only smaller. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
lul' adv. alert, ever ready to do something or help someone,spring into action (said as a command) e.g. if a man brings home a 
fish, and finds his wife sitting lazily, he might say: Nint lul' thaw ee! Koonchan ke' peey~ana! Minhan 
kiingkaIHurry along! Don't be lazy! Cook this fish! Nint lul' thaw ee! Koonchan ke' peey~ana! Minhan 
kiingka! Hurry along! Don't be lazy! Cook this fish! 

ngangk lul'(—lul') thawAN iv. be longing and alert for chances to get something you want e.g. food, adultery. 

luuw pip(antan) tv. PI: used only in plural form, come in a mob (e.g. people running in a fight, stockmen returning 

together from work in a group, or birds or animals coming in a mob.) Sometimes implies the force of the mob. Pul ma' 
piip nhengk aak man ngathpul woyanang nyiinpul minh pangkak, a' anpal keny luuw pipin pulang minh 
pangk al-alanganiya. A father and son blocked the way and waited on the wallaby's track. After a while all the 
wallabies came down in a mob. Nathpal kuuw luuw pipin kulak wenkayna. They came rushing in from the west to 
start a fight. 
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maak 1 n. Variant: yuk maak. message stick carried between clan and family groups to announce a forthcoming ceremony e.g. burning of a 
dead man. Details were indicated by horizontal marks made of cottonwood or hibiscus. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. 

m aak 2 n. As in: As in: As in: 

maakan tv. 1 • tread on,run over,crush (e.g. when agent is something like a tractor),lay one's weight on e.g. lay head on something. Nint 
puth nyiingkan tha' maakan ngayang. You trod on my foot just now. Puk manyana kenyangka maakana, 
tractoranganiya. That child was run over by the tractor. Nil Jesus=an weep thayan wun-wun, kuchek pillow maak-maak, 
dinghy koy-koyyuw wun-wun. Jesus was sound asleep with his head on a pillow in the back of the dinghy. 

2 • have strong pain. Kuchek maakanya. I have a bad headache. Man-mangk maak ngayang. I have a severe 
backache. Kuchek maakanya. I have a bad headache. Man-mangk maak ngayang. I have a severe backache. Kuchek 
maakanya. I have a bad headache. Man-mangk maak ngayang. I have a severe backache. Kuchek maakanya. 1 have a bad 
headache. Man-mangk maak ngayang. I have a severe backache. Kuchek maakanya. I have a bad headache. Man-mangk 
maak ngayang. I have a severe backache. Kuchek maakanya. I have a bad headache. Man-mangk maak ngayang. I have a 
severe backache. Kuchek maakanya. I have a bad headache. Man-mangk maak ngayang. I have a severe backache. Kuchek 
maakanya. I have a bad headache. Man-mangk maak ngayang. I have a severe backache. 

m O n kan - m aakAN tv. come after in family. 

m U Ut maakAN tv. tread or pound heavily on ground with feet (e.g. in traditional dance or angry dance or inside house at house 
opening, also treading heavily when walking). 

ngangk-maakAN tv. to be full up from too much food. 

tha'ang maakAN tv. tread with feet. 

tha' kech maakAN tv. to take a big step. 

wik maakAN tv. keep a secret. 

woyan maakAN tv. follow someone's example. 

maakiy n. a man bereaved of his child or whose brother has lost his child; or a woman whose brother's child has died.See.- aymiy. 
maal adj. 1 • quiet, tame (person, animal). 

2 • cooled down, quietened down (can be used of fever, headache, also bad temper or weather). 

3 • cold or lukewarm drink or food (e.g. minh maal, may ngak maal. 

kayam an m aal n. beginning of the hot dry weather, 
kinch maal, kinch maal-maalang cooler time of the day. 
ngangk maal adj. cooled down from bad temper. Syn: ngangk kuchar. 
maalaman iv. 1 • settle down (e.g. after a fight or big drinking spree). 

2 • recover from illness. Kan maal-maalamangan ey? Are you feeling much better? 
m aal at h an tv. 1 • settle someone down after they have been angry or wild. 

2 • tame or subdue someone or an animal. 

ngangk maalathAN tv. settle someone down after he or she has been angry or arguing, 
maamiy n. policeman. Usage: old word (Topside) — rarely used now. Syn: thapangumpan. 
maampiy n. Usage: avoidance, food, excluding protein. Syn: may. Category: Food, 
maan n.As in: As in: As in: 

maanchan tv. be jolted (e.g. from a rough ride on horse); or poked into (e.g. spiky grass poking into you when sitting on rough uneven 
ground). Tractoranganiy ya' maanch-maanch ngayanga, pekam kenyan wunyathan. I was really jolted around on that 
tractor, shaken up and down. 

maaniyan n. tool for smoothing gum on a spear. See: kayaman. 
maang kam adj. a man who has not been through initiation dances. 

maany n. picture in someone's mind, mental image;also used for pictures,photographs,movies, slides; and drawings. Ngay pal Darwin=ak 
mo'ing ey! Ngul ya'a! Maany mo'-mo'anga! I wish I could go to Darwin, but no, I'll just imagine I'm going. Ngay pal 
Darwin=ak mo'ing ey! Ngul ya'a! Maany mo'-mo'anga! I wish I could go to Darwin, but no, I'll just imagine I'm going. Ngay 
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pal Darwin=ak mo'ing ey! Ngul ya'a! Maany mo'-mo'anga! I wish I could go to Darwin, but no, I'll just imagine I'm 
going. Ngay pal Darwin=ak mo'ing ey! Ngul ya'a! Maany mo'-mo'anga! I wish I could go to Darwin, but no, I'll just imagine 
I'm going. 

mee' maany thathAN tv. imagine seeing someone or something. 

ninthan maany n. spirit-image of a person recently dead. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

thaa' maany thaw-thawAN /v. mouth words (e.g. a child when looking at a book). 

maarich thath(uwpul) tv. 'eye love', start ofa mutual attraction. 

maatich thup someone who is very attractive to the opposite sex e.g. a man who charms a lot of women. 

maarich (kee'an) iv. the relationship of a boyfriend and girlfriend, or a married person and someone of the opposite sex who is not their 
wife or husband. This term covers the attraction that is felt between the two, the glances exchanged, the secret meetings etc., and 
implies a sexual relationship as well (adultery or fornication). 

maatal., n. spirit. Syn: oony. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

maatal 2 adj. sticky (e.g. from treacle, sugar, honey, etc). 

maayan n. Variant: minh maayan. Black Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo), Little Black Cormorant (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris). The Little 
Black Cormorant is small and slender with dark bill and dark facial skin. Active when feeding. Forms compact flocks. The Black or 
Great Cormorant is the largest Australian cormorant, wholly blackish with dark bill, ochre yellow throat pouch. Occurs singly or up 
to large flocks. Not eaten. The Great cormorant is rarely seen, usually the Little Black variety is the one seen. Category: Birds. 


maayan tv. 1 • pick up something or someone. 


2 • pick on someone (e.g in a fight). Yotang nganyang wanttak maayin a? Why are you all fighting me? Yotang nganyang 
wanttak maayin a? Why are you all fighting me? Yotang nganyang wanttak maayin a? Why are you all fighting me? Yotang 
nganyang wanttak maayin a? Why are you all fighting me? Yotang nganyang wanttak maayin a? Why are you all fighting 
me? Yotang nganyang wanttak maayin a? Why are you all fighting me? 

aak ngakang maayAN tv. to flood. 

kamp maayAN iv. hurry, half-running. 

th i p maayAN tv. to be full up (with food). 

wik maayAN iv. spread dirty untrue yarns. 

WOW maayAN tv. pick (someone or something) right up from the ground. 

maa' n. spider's web/nest. Category: Insects. 

mach n. Variant: may mach. small oval waterlily roots similar to ma'pinch, with nuts on it. The nuts can be cooked in the ashes (similar to 
cooking may kuthal. Category: Food. 

mak v. let it be. mak wunow let him be, let him lie. mak iiyow let him go. mak peeyow let him cry. Niiy nunang kuch~an, mak man- 
yetham iiyow, niiy ngayang mulath~an. Let him go and be allowed to live, kill me (instead). 

makalam adv. just as well. Puk many thonam thumang war'am pench, makalam piip-kunchang erkam paththam mam 
nunang. The child was nearly burnt in the fire. It was just as well his father grabbed him out quickly. 

makan tv. 1 • stick on (e.g. gum onto a spear, plaster onto a wound,spread (e.g. jam onto damper). Puk thonamang wench yot uwa. Nil 
sisterangan wenchan plasterang mak-mak nunang. A child had lots of sores; the sister put plaster on them for him. Nintwey 
pemarang mat-matin-a, nint minh remat yot thath-thathin thanang yuk nath-nathan makantan. Ifyougotothe 
mangroves, you will see shellfish everywhere clinging onto the branches and roots. 

2 • squeeze and strain the meat part (of stingray and sharkfish) and then make into little balls. As in: kung-makan.See: kung- 
makan. Syn: inthan. 


3 • stain; make a mess by spilling. In chaapar minh pangkantamang mak nungkar ey? Are (your clothes) stained with a 
wallaby's blood (from hunting)? In chaapar minh pangkantamang mak nungkar ey? Are (your clothes) stained with a 

wallaby's blood (from hunting)? In chaapar minh pangkantamang mak nungkar ey? Are (your clothes) stained with a 

wallaby's blood (from hunting)? in chaapar minh pangkantamang mak nungkar ey? Are (your clothes) stained with a 

wallaby's blood (from hunting)? in chaapar minh pangkantamang mak nungkar ey?Are (your clothes) stained with a 
wallaby's blood (from hunting)? In chaapar minh pangkantamang mak nungkar ey? Are (your clothes) stained with a 

wallaby's blood (from hunting)? in chaapar minh pangkantamang mak nungkar ey? Are (your clothes) stained with a 

wallaby's blood (from hunting)? 

aak-makAN tv. (person who) sticks to one place all the time (either sitting or visiting). Often a lazy, lethargic person.See: aak makan. 

kon mak wax in ear. 

man (pakang) makAN tv. to have a dry throat. 
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pakang makAN tv. cling onto someone (e.g. a child onto a grandparent, or friends.) 


thaa' theekang makAN tv. spit, 
theekang makAN tv. blame in nasty way. 

makar n. tendon,sinew, vein. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
akench makar n. tendon behind the knees. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
kuuy makar n. gut fishing line. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
ma' makar n. tendon in the hand. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
mee' makar (thee'-thee'AN) iv. strained eyes (when sick). 

mal, n. Variant: may mal. an edible weed with a very small yellow flower which is boiled and then eaten. Found at the beginning of the wet 
season. Tasty with a white sauce. Category: Food. 
mal 2 n. small bat (too small to eat). Syn: (minh) wuk, (minh) mukampang. Category: Animals. 

mal 3 adj. Variant: can be said as 'ma' mal'. right side. Ngay ma' mal nungkarang nyiinang. I'm sitting on your right side. 
mal 4 adv. signalling with the hand, as in. 

malang waa'AN tv. use one's hand to point a direction. 

mal WOO' thee'AN tv. to signal with one's hand for someone to come to you. 

mal 5 towards (that) side; group,tribe (i.e. people from a certain 'side'). Ngay mal kuuwangk iiy~ang thanttang, niiy yot mal kaaw 

iniya. I'm going off to the west with that group; there are lots of you on this east side. Mal kecham thana! Stand off a little further. 

mal kecham See: mal thon. 

mal thak leftside. 

mal thon n, adj. someone from a different tribe,stranger. Syn: mal kecham, mal waa'am. Appang! An ke' ngentiy nunanga! Kampan 
nungantama! Mal thon ep maayowa! No! He shouldn't marry her! She is his (close relative)! He should marry someone from a 
different tribe. 

mal waa'am See: mal thon. 

malkacham n. wooden bush pipe, mostly made out of nutwood or beefwood trees, copy of whiteman's pipe in design. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

mal-mal (thawan) adv. flash quickly e.g. flashes of lightning; flashes from a welder. 

malminang thee'an tv. a crack shot with a spear, an excellent straight thrower (e.g. with spear or fishing line), 
malp (kee')an iv. traditional corroboree dance. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
m a m a n tv. 1 • hold,touch. 

2 • take from someone, accept what is offered. Nil Joe=ang may thee'ar, a' ngay mamangantam. Joe gave me food, I accepted 
it from him. 

3 • learn (e.g. a language). 

4 • knead (damper). 

ngangk mam AN tv. feel sorry for someone, show mercy to someone. 

ngo'arang mamAN n. go mouldy. 

pipang pakang mamAN tv. rub all over the body with clay (e.g. a sorcerer might do this.) 
purpam mamAN tv. catch or grab something quickly. 

thaa'-mamAN tv. plead. Thaa'-mamanang thaw. He talked in a pleading voice, 
wi k mamAN tv. pick up (and understand) a language. 
man 1 n. neck. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

man 2 similar to. Man pamam. She is like a man. (e.g. in her facial features and her walk.) Nil komp many inan kan-kanang em- 
eman, nil man pamam, ngul iiy-iiyan. This young man is almost grown up, he's just about a man. May palowwuut pi'an 
iniya, man kepama. This damper is really big, just like the full moon. 

man achantang «, adj. high voice. 

man akangam thawan n. speak with shaking voice. 
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man al (iiyan) adv. hurry to catch up, maybe via a short cut through the bushes (e.g. a girlfriend may be fishing, next minute the boyfriend 
turns up, having hurried to catch up). 

man apamp (thee'an) tv. belch,burp (e.g. baby burping). 

m a n at U W n. necklace made of pieces of pearlshell suspended and spaced out on string and worn by men and women. 

man awal n. voice. Man awal ke' pam ngeeyang pecha! That sounded like a man calling out! 

man eep n, adj. low voice, as in humming. 

man engk n. 1 • necklace given by girlfriend to a man, not painted. 

2 • necklace made of grass, painted black, worn by mother of dead child. White for father or aunties. Syn: man 

acham. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

man erpathan tv. keep alive, help survive. See: erpathan. 
man e' n, adj. dry throat; but also used to mean; thirsty. 

man e'angam path-pathan tv. sing loudly. 

man inthan tv choke,or strangle someone. 

man kaanch n. collarbone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

man koch «. hiccough. 

man koch waya n. very very sick; not much life. 

man kongk n. larynx; Adam's apple. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

man kul (wampan) adj, adv. feel wild or angry. Category: Mood and Character. 

man kuuy n. necklace for bereaved man or female cousin of dead person. It can be a straight string with feathers spun in, or a string with a 
globule of wax at each end of the string. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

man ngaat n. throat (inside part), uvular area, place where the tongue joins the throat. Syn: thaa' ngaat. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. 

man ngathan (nungant) t P v. get food stuck in one's throat. 

aak man ngath AN tv. wait for someone or an animal in a concealed place so as to block their way. 

man nyoor wakan tv. to have a funny feeling in one's throat like breaking wind that is considered to be a signal that something is about 
to happen (e.g. a death, sickness of a relative, or a fight). 

man okalongk n. neck part (brisket) of pigs and other animals like bullocks. Good to cat. Category: Food. 

man ol n. larynx,Adam's apple (on a woman). Syn: man kongk. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

man olam thawan /v. speak throatily, laryngealize. 

man olathiy n. Variant: minh man olathiy; uncommon form. Australian pelican (Pelecanus conspicillatus). See: (minh) 
mooth. Category: Birds. 

man paant n. limb high up in a tree. 

man poonchal n. voice. Svn: (nan awal. 

man thanan iv. raise head,crane neck. Thuukan kan man ongkara, keny ananiy, mana kan than, keny keny keny keny yuw an 
kenyan uw, pal puy thath. The snake stretched himself, and raised his head, and craned his neck higher and higher and higher 
until he reached the clouds and looked all around. 

man thap n. hollow inside neck just near the shoulder. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

man thayan 1 adj. Variant: puk man thayan. a child who does not cry for his mother's milk for long periods of time. 

man thayan 2 adj. reliable (e.g. to look after others' things). Wanch alangan pam man thayan ngaantam-ngeey nunang ke'-paal 
nil wukal nungantam thee' nungant pi'ow, nil ma' kuchany ya'a. That woman considered that man to be reliable, so she 
therefore gave him her money to mind, for he's not a thief. 

man thook adj. an extremely tall person. 

man thuut adj. baby who loves to suck his mother's breast. 

man um enyan wunan iv. to be peaceful,quiet. Man um enyan than wik ke'anang, ke'an pekwuntan. The place is peaceful; no 
noise, no fighting. Man um enyan nyiin~ang, ke' kul thaw-thaw~anga. I want to be peaceful and quiet. I don't want to be 
grumbling at someone all the time. Category: Mood and Character. 

man umputh adv. go ahead (of others), in movement, or in singing, reading, etc. Puk many yot kamp mo'-mo'iythan-a, goal 

aakanakan-a, puk kuchamang ya'wantpul thanang, man umputh pentpul thanttam wiy al-alantama. When all the 
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children raced to the goal, two of them passed the others, and ran ahead. 

man ungkom n. pearlshell pendant worn at dances. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

man winch n. collarbone. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products. 

man wuungkam pathan tv. a humming kind of singing. 

man WUUt n, adj. deep voice. 

man yaak adj. husky voice. 

man yiimpathiy adj. disagreeable teasing person (especially children). See: yiimpathiy. 

man yiintantin «, adj. tickle in throat. 

man (pakang) makan tv. have a dry throat. Ngamp ngak ke'anangan iiy-iiyimp-a, an ngampang man mak-makiy, ngakaman 
uth-uthamimp. If we go without water, our throats will be dry and we will be very thirsty. See: pakang makan. 

man-aathan tv. tease. Puk many thonamang ku' kulliy man-aathan, a' ku' alangan pathan. A child teased a savage dog, and it bit 

him. 

manang wakan tv to have a funny feeling in one's throat like breaking wind that is considered to be a signal that something is about to 
happen e.g. a death, sickness of a relative, or a fight. Pam wuut kath thonamang manang wak-wak. Ngul-ngulaniya wik 
wamp nungant. Than thawin nungant, "Ayyang, wanch nungkaram ya' utham ngula. "An old man had a funny feeling in 
his throat. Later others brought news to him. They said, "Your wife has died." Thaniy thawantan nint pikkuwan waa'ina, a' 
akin nunangana aak e'angan-a, an nil nyaa'-nyaa'wuniy ngakangana a' manang wakiy. Nint ngakang ngulan ukin-a, 
an pathiy nintang. It is said that if you speak against a crocodile and swear at him when you are on dry land, he will get a funny 
feeling in his throat in the water. Then if you go down into the water, he will bite you. 

adj. flat,square, 
manch flat nose. 

n. As in: As in: As in: 
n. As in: As in: As in: 

manchathan tv flatten something (e.g. damper before cooking; or fingers flattened after getting jammed); to lie something down flat (e.g. 
in spreading out a swag or blanket to lie on). Tha' manchath ngayang truckang. My feet were run over by the truck and 
crushed. Than kangk anangan manch-manchathin nungant Jesus=antan ongk-ongkama. They spread out branches all the 
way along the road for Jesus. 

maningan n. Variant: minh maningan. covers the salmon types Blue Salmon and; Colonial or Cooktown Salmon (Eleutheronema 

Tetradactylum). Similar to minh kurrow (Burnett Salmon) but generally smaller. The Blue Salmon is caught on lines or in nets and 
is very good eating. With age large nodules form on the bones. These are sometimes fired and later crushed to make a white pigment 
used in painting. This fish is found in brackish, estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

man-kalan iv. argue,go against someone (verbally). 

mankan n. Variant: minh mankan. covers Sleepy Cod (Oxyeleotris lineolatus); and Snakehead Gudgeon (Ophieleotris aporos),locally 

called swampfish. These small freshwater swamp and lagoon fish grow to some 30 cms and are good eating. They can be caught on 
fishing lines but are most often speared. Categoiy: Fish. 

man-kathan tv. 1 • put arm around shoulder. 

2 • tie up neck of bag (or something else). 

m a n - k e C h /oc. really far away. 

man-kee'an iv mock,tease. Pul pam kucham ngakam pekuwpul. A nil pam thonan thawant, Ayyang, ngath ngak yaan 

thee'a!" Nil thon alangan man kee'anang mungk-mungk. Two men were fighting over water. One said to the other, "Hey, 
give me the water!" But the other drank it mockingly. 

man-kucham adj. hypocrite, "two-faced doll". Category: Idioms. 

man-mangk n. top part of back just below shoulder blades. Nil man-mangkang than nungkarang. He stood behind you.Nip man- 
mangkam nyiinnip. You two are sitting back to back. Syn: nhinthan waangk-kaln, pikpungk. Cafegonv Body Parts and 
Products. 

man-mangk thee'an iv sulkily turn one's back on someone,reject someone. Nil teacherang ya' wak pulang puk wanch anangan. 
Puliy-a, man-mangk thee'pul nungant. The teacher scolded two girls, and they sulkily turned their backs on her. 

man-monkan ngathan See: man-monkan thenchan. 

man-monkan piikan tv hit on back of neck (with stick or axe). 

man-monkan thenchan tv Variant: also said as 'man-monkan ngathan'. cheat,betray. May be used of slyly taking or using others' 
possessions, but also of a husband playing up with another woman. Pam-kunch alangan wanch thum nungantamana man- 


manch 

kaa' 

manch 

manch 
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monkan thench-thench nunanga. That husband is being unfaithful to his wife. 


man-monkanam wantan tv. leave someone behind, 
man-ngeeyan tv. disbelieve; believe someone is lying. 

man pan iv. go flat (e.g. cake, bread),crouch or bend over low,settle flat in the water (e.g. may ka'ar). Nil wanch thonamang may bread 
yump, puth ke'am ulp, ya' manp. A woman made some bread, but it didn't rise, it went flat. Nil wanch thonamang may 
bread yump, puth ke'am ulp, ya' manp. A woman made some bread, but it didn't rise, it went flat. 

kaa' manp n. Usage: avoidance, flat nose. Syn: kaa' manch. 

manpan (weeman) adj, adv. rotten and smelly (food and meat),bruised (person). Minh nga' erpan kinchangan ke' wunpanak, minh 
nga'an kinchang yaaman wukiya, manpan ngul weeniy. Raw fish shouldn't be put in the sun, for it will get hot and go rotten. 

manpathan tv. Usage: avoidance, flatten something. See: manchathan. 

man-pathan adj. sweet (of food). 

man-pathan tv. squabble,argue. Syn: kaa'-pathan. 

m ant n. kangaroo or wallaby's jaw (and teeth). Category: Animals. 

m ant adj. bereaved older brother or sister puk mant, pam mant, wanch mant, etc). 

man tamp n. Variant: may mantamp. Emu berries (Grewiaretusifolia). Edible berries (good to eat), shrub up to 1 metre high. Food for 
plains turkeys. Bush medicine for toothache and sore eyes. Roots are crushed and boiled and the liquid may be drunk for colds, flu 
and diarrhoea. The leaf was smoked instead of tobacco in the old days kangk mantamp). It was smoked in a titree cigarette or in 
pipes thook. Svn: keen. Category: Food. 

mantamp n. Variant: minh mantamp. Australian bustard; or Plains Turkey (Ardeotis australis). An upstanding ground bird found in open 
country and grasslands. Partly nocturnal. Walks slowly along feeding on insects, small animals, etc. Basically brown and white. Has 
a strong bill and straight neck, with head tilted up. Categoty: Birds. 

manthalam n. Variant: may manthalam. green-coloured bush honey. Category: Food. 

manthalam n. Variant: yuk manthalam. a small whitish tree with tough wood. The flowers are attractive to native bees. Grows near 
Bamboo Outstation. Used for making spears. Category: Plants, 
man-thayanam (thawan) adv. speak loudly and strongly (not shy). 

manth-mantham adv do something without letting others know, or without being seen by others. Than minh ma'mangkaman ya' 
weekin ngatharam, puth ngayan manth-mantham mungk-mungkang. They kept all that meat from me, but I ate some 
when they weren't looking. Than puk many thonam manth-mantham kuchin nunangwey aak thonak, than kaath- 
kunchantan ke'am thawin nungant. They sent a child away to another place without letting the mother know. 

man-thonam adv. reliable,trustworthy. Pam man-thonamang pi'owthanang way min ngatharam inangana, nil min-min ngul 

pi'ow. A reliable man should look after my things, one who'll do it properly. Man-thonam iiy~an nganta! Kul ngantan ke' uw- 
uw~ana! Nint nan kaa'wal kucham iiy-iiyangan nganta! You should be a true friend! Don't find fault with us. You're being a 
two-faced doll! 

manth-thayan n. old important people; eldest one in family or group (relative to others) e.g. an older brother is manth-thayan for his 
younger siblings. 

wanch manth-thayan ». older woman. 

WUUt manth-thayan n. old important men, elders of the tribe, who used to keep the law and make decisions for the tribe. They were 
also the teachers of the young men (e.g. at initiation time) and taught them to be brave and also to be good hunters. 

mantpakalang n. Variant: minh mantpakalang. cormorants. See: thaa'pathalang. Category: Birds. 

man-um-yaark adj. scattered about. Syn: man-um-yompanam. 

man-um-yompanam adj. scattered around. Puk manyiy al-alangan man-um-yompanam yuk way minan thee'-thee'in 

thanang ngatharam. Those children scattered all my things around. Puk wanch yotam man-um-yompanam we'aramin yuk 

gunamana. All the people scattered everywhere (from a fright) when they saw the gun. 

man-unchan iv. 1 • to return before expected time. Aa! Nil yaan thaw ey? Nil man-unch ngampar ey? Nil Friday puth waa' ke' 
wampiyana, puth ya' ey! Wednesday inan wamp ey? What! Was he just talking? He's come back before he said. He said he'd 
come back Friday, and he came Wednesday. Nil man unch-unch nungant wanch alantan. He keeps coming back and back to 
his girlfriend (when he shouldn't). 

2 • nod head, e.g. man unchanam iiy-iiyan. 
man-uuy adj. liar, 
man-wuthanaman n. ready to die. 
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man-yatham See: man-yetham. 

man-yetham adj. alive (people, animals, trees, plants, etc). 

man-yetham pi'an tv. keep alive. Syn: man-yethathan. 

man-yethathan tv. keep alive. Nil God=angan yippak man-yethathan ngampang, nil thonamang puth ngangk pi'an 
ngampanga. God is the One who keeps us alive yet, He alone sustains us. 
mangk n. spear part. See: kek mangk. 

mangk n. lower part ofback,small ofback. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body 
Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

kaa' mangk n. part of nose below the bridge. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
kon mangk n. back of ear. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

man-mangk n. part ofback just below shoulder blade. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

WUUt mangk old important man; ancestor. 

yeep mangk n. bladder. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yi' mangk n. part ofbody below abdomen. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mangk kuuy n. string belt spun of bush fibre, maybe with parrot feathers spun in. Worn by men and women, or tied around the bark 
containing a dead body. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

mangk ngathan tpv. tired back, heavy feeling, aching. Mangk ngayang ngathanya, puth yaam nyiin-nyiinanga. My back is tired 
and sore from sitting so long. 

mangk pilam all around lower hips. Than keenkana wanchangana mangk pilam kuyam kuuyang kathwin may kuthalakan. In 

the past the women tied string around their lower hips (to hold their 'pants' when getting in the swamps) to get 
panjies. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mangk thaa' follow on straight behind someone, either in position or in order ofbirth. Ngaywey truck keenk mo'-mo'athinga, a' nil 
Joe=angan truck mangk thaa' ngatharang mo'athiy. I'll drive this truck first, and he will be right behind me. Nil wanchang 
puk wuutwey kaliy-a, yaa, puk wanchan mangk thaa' puk wuut alantang ngul kaliya. If a woman has a baby boy, she 
might have a baby girl following him. 

mangkam adv. (go) backwards. Nil puk many mangkam kuuny a' um kenyang keek. The child stepped backwards and fell head over 
heels. 

many adv. small. 

kaa' many flattering form of address used by one woman to another, 
mut-many adj. skinny. 

puk many n. small child. See: kung many; koman many; komp many; kaath many; piip many; uchan many, 
many pattakam adj. very tiny,minute,very short. Syn: yuk thaa' otang. 
manyam adv. a little bit,a little while. Manyam kuup~ana! Wait a little while. 

manyathan tv. divide into small amounts (e.g. dividing up dough for johnny cakes),or make something smaller (e.g. material), 
mapanaman adv. quietly,silently. Niiy manyiy wik mapanaman nyiin~ana! You children sit silently! 
mapanaman iv. to be quiet. 

marp 1 n. Variant: yuk marp. a wattle species with a very tiny leaf and white flowers (Thryptomene oligandra). Can make lancewood for 
spears out of it.Locally called a turkey bush. Category: Plants. 
marp 2 n. scar. Syn: kompan. 

marp 3 n. Variant: minh marp. sleepy fish. Category: Fish. Syn: (minh) weep-weenth. 

matalath adv, adj. Variant: matalath weeman. 1 • sticky (e.g. from lollies, sugar, honey, mangoes, jam, etc). Can also describe 'sticky' mud 
at the edge of the mangroves, pip matalath, and small children's faeces kun matalath. 

2 • someone clinging to someone and following them around e.g. a child clinging to a grandparent. Syn: pakang makan. 
matan iv. l • go up,climb up. 

2 • also used for travel from Aurukun to Caims (for the other direction ukan is used). Ngay anpal nyiingk matang. I recently 
came from (Aurukun). Ngay anpal nyiingk matang. I recently came from (Aurukun). Ngay anpal nyiingk matang. I recently 
came from (Aurukun). 
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kaap mat AN iv. big storm coming up. 

thaa' matAN iv. filled to the brim (e.g. dilly bag, billy can). Putham ke'-ngul wunpimpa! Thaa' mata! Kanama! We shouldn't put 
in any more! It's already full to the brim. 

math n. bubbles. 

kaa' math pi'AN tv. drown someone or something by holding them down in water until bubbles come up and look soapy, 
math pentan iv. bubbles coming up in water (e.g. when water in billycan boils). 

math wantan tv. leave a trail of bubbles behind (e.g. fish, swamp turtles, outboard motors). Minhan aak thonakan mo'antan, mathan 
kul-kulam want-wantantan, ongk-ongkam. When fish swim to another place, they leave a long trail of bubbles behind. 

may n. general name for all food except protein foods. Category: Food, 
may n. blackhead. 

may-kon-kooth-maakan n. Comb-crested Jacana or Lotus Bird (Irediparra gallinacea). Category: Birds. See: may-umpiy-maakan. 
mayp adj. beautiful woman; also used somewhat like 'dear' as a form of address in English. Syn: menth. 

may-umpiy-maakan n. Comb-crested Jacana or Lotus bird (Irediparra gallinacea). Only Australian Jacana. Small swampbird with 
long legs and extremely long toes allowing it to walk on lily-pads and other floating vegetation. They rarely venture onto land or 
into heavy cover but will submerge with only bill showing when in danger. Has a reddish bill with black tip, pink forehead comb 
with white face and foreneck with buff border. Neck black with black band around breast, brown and white below. Category: Birds. 

ma' n. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

1 • hand. 

2 • in the care of, in the charge of. Alec ma' ngatharangam wun-wunana. Alec is under my care. Ma' ngatharangam want 
aawuch nungantam iniya. He left me in charge of his house. 

m a conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. conj. 

ma' keeps (food e.g. etc) for own family, does not share widely. Minh may wukal ke' thee'ow wiyantaniy, ma' ngath-ngathar 

weekang nunang pam ngatharam inaniy. He (my husband) mustn't give food and money to others; it is to be kept for us, his 
own family. 

ma'ath piikan tv. clap or beat hands, 
ma' ath thuthan tv. to crack finger joints, 
ma' ath umpan tv. clap or beat hands. 

ma' ek n. finger nail,claws. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
ma' etar adj. quick hands (e.g. writing quickly). See: etar. 
ma' etchanam adj. shaking or trembling hands. 

m a' i iy adj. fishy hands,or greasy hands from meat, ducks, geese, etc. See: i iy. 
ma' itathan tv. be slow handed. 

ma' kaanch n. finger bones. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' kaa' iiyan iv. do something straightaway without delay. Ma' kaa' iiya! Way min yalmath~ana! Kaap pi'an nanpalaiQuickly! 

Gather your things straightaway! The storm is about to break. 

ma' kaa' m i n(ang ) adj, adv. beautifully done, e.g. describes beautiful handwork in making spears, carving, making dillybags, or mats 
etc. Syn: ma' kaa' nyiinan. Nil ma' kaa' minang yumpan ngampang nunganta. God fashioned us well for himself. 

ma' kaa' way(ang) adj, adv. not (making things) properly,rough work. 

ma' keelam adv. all even and square. Ngan ma' keelam thee'-thee'anan wukal ngant-nganttakama. We have a mutual relationship. 
We loan and owe each other money. 

ma' kemp n. flesh ofhands. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' kenthan Iv. start a fight. Nint ngayang ke' ma' kenth~an nungkarakama, ngay puth waap ikathing nintangaiDon't start a 
fight with me, or I'll split your head open! 

ma' kerkan iv. hurry doing something with hands (e.g. housework, writing). 

ma' kongk n. wrist. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
ma' koonth n. corns on feet. 

ma' ku U p adj. someone who is quick to give something or do something (e.g. when a child asks for an iceblock and it is quickly given to 
him). Syn: ma' kerkan. 
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ma' ku U pan n. grandson or granddaughter (on either side). 

ma' kuuy 1 «. vein in arm. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' kuuy 2 n. murderer by sorcery. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. See: ma' wop. 

ma' mal n. right hand. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' mangk n. sorcerer. Activities can include coming at night and getting someone's rag or hair and then putting it in sugarbag wax and 
tying it up, with the intention of doing harm. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. Syn: ma' wop, ma' kuuy. 

ma' menchan n. sorcerer. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

ma' mich wakan tv. beat (e.g. in a fight); lord it over (someone). Nil ke' ma' mich wakow ngampang, ngamp maal ya'a.He won't 
beat us, we're not meek and mild! Ngunthamang ke' ma' mich wakow ngampanga, ngamp kemp thayanathwumpa, may 
minh kan oth-oth mungk~ampa. Don't let that flu beat us, let's make ourselves strong and healthy with good food. 

ma' munth adj. short fingers or; cut off fingers or hands,can also be used when talking in anger or growling to mean'lazy hands'e.g. Nint 
ma'munth ey? Have you lazy hands? 

ma' mupam adv. something down low or inside so that you cannot see e.g. underwater, or in pocket, ma'mupam nyiinan sitwhereone 
cannot be seen, ma' mupam thawan talk in low voices or under one's breath, so one cannot be heard, ma' mupam maarich 
kee'-kee'anpul commit adultery secretly. 

ma' ngeekan adj; greedy person who finishes up all the food. Pam nil ma' ngeekana mayakana, may nilam minch- 

minchathana. He's greedy for food, he finished it all up. 

ma' ngeekanang adv. greedily grab something (e.g. food, money, or fruit in the store, and not wanting to share). Ma' ngeekanang 
iiyantan, may yotaniy maayantan. They greedily grab up all the food. 

ma' ngook n. jealous man who likes to hit others (e.g. his wife or girlfriend), 
ma' nyiingkanam temp, not so long ago,recently. 

ma' OChangan n. wrist. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' paam n. palm of hand. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ma' um. 

ma' pal puy adj. busy hands, someone doing several things at once. 

ma' pam ke'anang n. single woman, cither never married, or widowed or divorced. 

ma' pampang piikan tv. hit someone with the flat (palm) of the hand. 

ma' pem pang adv. wrestling,fighting with no weapons. 

ma' piir n. fingernail,claw. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ma' ek. 

ma' pik thayan adj. not to feel like doing any fishing or work of any kind, just wanting to sit. Category: Mood and Character. 

ma' pikpungk n. back of hand. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' puk n. finger. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' puk many n. little finger. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' puk menh-menhang «. middle fingers. 

ma' puk ongk n. middle finger. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' puk pi'an n. thumb. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' punth n. arm. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' pungk n. wrist. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' thaanch adv, adj. leave bare, leave empty (e.g. of meat, food, money). Than minhan kiingkin. Minh menchan ngulan weem-a, 
ana puk manyiy anangan panch-panchamin, kaanchan ma' thaanch wantin, minh kemp ke'anangan wantin. They 
cooked meat, and when it was ready, the children ate greedily and left the bones bare of flesh. 

ma' thak adj. left hand. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' thap handful. Ma' thap nanpal kal-kalantan, may store=aman piiyin. They're all coming with handfuls of food bought from the 
store. 

ma' theetathan tv. give,hand over, 
ma' thee'an /v. fight someone (back). 

ma' think n. sorcerer, a person who gets rags and hides them in order to make others sick. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming..Sy«.- ma' 
wop, kuuy 3 . 


http://ausil.org/Dictionary/Wik-Mungkan/lexicon/main.htm 


9/23 


21/10/2019 


Wik Mungkan - Lexicon 


ma' thipan iv a person who does not fight back (not necessarily because he is cowardly, maybe the person is sick, or not ready yet). Nint 
ke' ma' thip~an nunganta! Don't stand there! (or don't give way!) Fight him back! 

ma' thum ke'anang «. widower. 

ma' thuuchan iv. feel for something with hand. 

ma' uliy n. Usage: avoidance, elbow. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ma' yuungk. 

ma' UITI n. palm of hand. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' ump-umpan tpv. feel heavy burden of work, minding children, etc. Ngay ma' workang, workangam ma' ump-umpan 

ngayang. Ngay ke' nhok pal-puy iiy-iiy~ang, nhok thon ana, nhok thon iikanak ey? I have my hands full ofwork, it's a 
heavy burden to me. I can't be in several places at once, with one side of my body here, and one there, can I? 

ma'wanch pam n. husband and wife. 

ma' weechan tv. lay blame on someone especially when a sorcerer does something, then others may lay the blame on one person. Than 
ngayang ma'-weech-weechantan, ke' ngay yimanangan pek-pekang thanang. They're laying the blame on me, that I was 
the one who practised sorcery. 

ma' wikiy adj. a person who brings a bad message e.g. of a couple committing adultery. 

ma'wipan (iiyan) adv. slow in mind, or in work. 

ma' WOp n. sorcerer. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. Syn: kuuy 3 , ma' think. 

ma' WUnpan iv. lay hands on someone in order to hit him; or with intention to heal (used recently in this way by Christians). Nint puk 
many alantan ke' ma' wunp~an nungant, ke' piik~an nunangana, an puk manya, nint ma' nungkarakam pi'~an, nint 
puk pi'ana. Don't put your hands on that little child, don't hit him, he's small, keep your hands to yourself, you're a big child. 

ma' wuuyan WUnpan iv. protect from harm. 

ma' yenchang pi'-pi'an tv. has already saved up. 

ma' yenchathan tv. save up something (e.g. food, money). 

rna' yuungk «. elbow. Syn: ma' uliy. 

ma' yuupaman iv. meddle. Nil nsth puth3.m ms yuupcimow - 3 ., Wciy min m 3 . mow _ 3, 3n~3niy3n93n lol~fln nuncincj, ks^th 
kunchantan waa'~an nun. if she comes again touching things, then you’ll take her to her mother and tell her. 

ma'-aathan tv. give,help,show or teach how to do something with hands. 

ma'alang 1 n. Variant: minh ma'alang. Rufous or Nankeen Night Fleron (Nycticorax calendonicus). A compact, stooped heron with largish 
head. Crown and nape dark to black. Dark cinnamon above, creamy white below. Roosts by day communally in leafy trees near 
river. Often disturbed by motor boats going along rivers or creeks. Calls out at night. Category: Birds. 

ma'alang 2 n. As in: kon ma'alang. wax in ear. 

ma'am kuchan tv. to let go of something you are holding in hand (e.g. fishing line). 

ma'am piiyan tv. take or snatch out of one's hand. Also used figuratively, e.g. Nil Jesus=angan ma'am piiyow ngampang oony way 
alantamana, woyan way anpalan weentathow ngampang woyan min nungantam aakanakan. Jesus will snatch us out of 
the devil's grasp and turn us from the bad way to his own road. 

ma'-ampanam See: ma’-ampan. 

ma'-ampan, ma'-ampanam n. single person, male or female. Can be also used of divorced or widowed people. 

ma'am-WUUthan adv. a lot of people (or animals) doing something to one e.g. lots of people fighting one person at once or lots of dogs 
biting one cat. Ma'am-wuuthan path-pathantan ku'al-alangan ku'-waak thonam inanwey, mulathayn nuna. There are 
lots of dogs biting that one poor cat, they'll kill it. 

ma'ang peeyathan tv. (person) feels overwhelmed in a fight (e.g. maybe many people set onto one person) so gives up and cries instead 
of fighting back. Nint ngul ke' piikin nunang koyam ey? Nint ke' ma'ang peey-peeyath~an nungkamanga! Nint puk 
pi'ana! Why can't you fight her back? Don't cry! You're big enough. 

ma'ang thee'an tv. hand over something (e.g. flour, sugar, tea) or someone (e.g. a child to another adult, or Jesus to the Romans). 

ma'-kaa'-min(ang) adj, adv. good, generous (person) who unselfishly gives. 

ma'-kaa'-nyiinan iv. make something really well, beautifully (e.g. handwork) or to do something properly. Nil wanchang waangk 
yoompan min paththam yump, ach-umpanam yump, ma'-kaa'-nyiin nungant. That woman made the dilly bag so very 
well. It is beautiful. Nil wanch komanang puk many kal, puth min-minakam em-emathan, ma'-kaa'-nyiin nungant. A 

young woman had a child, and she brought her up really well. She took care of her properly. Syn: ma'-kaa'-min(ang). 

ma'-kaa'-way adj. mean (person) e.g. only gives a very small amount when asked for something. 
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ma'-kaa'-yumpan tv. do something really well e.g. minding a child. Nil puk manyan uthamiya, puth ya'a, ngaya ma'-kaa'- 
yumpang nunang. That child might have died, but no, I looked after her properly. 

ma'- kee'an iv. use hands for activities like drawing, carving, and scribbling names. 

ma'-kee'-WUnpan iv to protect someone from something,block someone off from harm or from harming others e.g. in fighting, if 

someone has a stick, someone might say: Ma' kee' wunpantwey! Chaapar ngul piikana. Block him off! He'll hit others. Nil puk 

many thonam war'am truckam keek, nil piip-kunchangan ma'-kee'-wunpant. A child nearly fell from the truck, but his 
father prevented him. 

ma'-ko'alam adv three times. 

ma'-kucham adv. twice. 

ma'-kuchathan tv. steal. 

ma'-kunch adj. clever with hands (e.g. drawing, sewing, carving). 

ma'lip adj. 1 • naked. 

2 • empty-handed (e.g. after no luck with hunting, or no money in one's pocket). Ngan paanth-paanthanangan iiyan. Thanar 
ep yuk way min yot kalin. Ngay-thant ep ma'lip iiy-iiyang. We went camping. The rest took equipment, but I went without 
my camping gear. 

ma'-malam adj. someone who is not rightfully connected with something, out of it,innocent. Ngay minh kaanch pi'an kalangan ku' 
ngatharamak. Than ku' wiy anangan angam wampin, a' minh kaanch than ngul ma'-malamang mungk-mungkin. I 
brought a big bone to my own dog, but the other dogs who had no right to it, came and ate it instead. Ngay ma'-malama! Ngay 
ke' thawinga! This is not my fight! I'm not going to get involved in it. 

ma'mangkam adj. everyone,everything. 

ma'mangkiy adj. used to describe a person with an abundance of something, especially a woman who is good at getting plant food and 
comes home with a brimming dillybag. Can also be used for a rich man or woman, or for a mother who has lots of children, or for 
someone who has a lot of possessions (e.g. books). 

ma'-ma'am wampathan iv. to come empty handed. 

ma'-ma'ang adv. take turns; do an activity (e.g. spear-making) where people can do one each, i.e.share workload. Than puk manyan 

ma'-ma'ang emathin nunang nanpalan nil minam em-em. They took turns at bringing up the child and as a result he grew up 
well. Ngal ngook inangan ma'-ma'ang pung~ala, yipam erkam minchath~ala. Let's share the work of this washing, so we'll 
finish quickly. 

ma'meym adj. ready,readymade (e.g. takeaway food is may ma'meym as it is all ready to eat.) Nint pek mo'~an store=aka! May ngath 
anpal maay~ana, ma'meyma! Go to the store and get my groceries, they're (paid for) already. Ngay letter kanam umpanga! 
Ma'meym wunow ngaa'thamaka! I've written a letter, now it's ready (to be posted) tomorrow. 

ma'-min yumpan tv. getoneselfready (foraplane, a fight etc.) Kan nint oth-oth ma'-min yump~ana, yalmath~an nungka! Ma'- 
pil-wayathow nintang ey? Plane=an ke' kuupiy putha! Hurry and get yourself ready, gather your things! Will that plane catch 
you not ready? It won't wait for you. 

m a'-minam adv. lazy person who doesn't help himself and who depends on others to do things for him. Is demanding of others. 

ma'-minathan tv. help in time of need,rescue (e.g. attempt to save someone from drowning). Pam kucham anangan-a, ep minam 
muunch-muunchpul, pam thonan-a, thuch-thuch ngakangana, pul ke' ma'-minathiypul nunang-a, 
ya'angama. (When shipwrecked) two men were swimming strongly, but the third one was drowning. The other two attempted to 
rescue him, but to no avail. 

ma'-minh-Uth adj, adv. fishy hands,or hands greasy from handling meat of bullock, pig, duck, etc. Syn: ma' iiy. 

ma'-miniyakam (pi'an) adv. to look after someone or something very well. 

ma'-piintan tv lick (e.g. sugarbag, vegemite, etc),kiss hand. 

ma'-pikkllW n. Variant: yuk ma'-pikkuw. tree growing on beach sand ridges. The bark is like crocodile skin. The inner bark is considered 
lucky for gamblers. Category: Plants. 

ma'-pil-wayathan tv. come upon someone unprepared. 

ma'pinch n. Variant: may ma'pinch. grass with jellybean-like nuts on roots. Category: Grasses. 

ma'-pipan (nunang) tpv go too late to the toilet, not able to stop wetting oneself (e.g. old people, drunks). 

ma'-pithan tv. suspect,distrust. Ngay nintang ma'-pithanga ngul kaangk wunan nungant wanch koman alantan. I suspect that 
you have a fancy for that young woman. 

ma'-pukam kee'an iv. traditional mourning dance style where hands are held out palms up and beckoning movement of arms are made, 
like calling to a dead son to come close. (Re-enactment of old story where spirit comes close then kills his parents.) 
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ma'punth ongk n. dragon fly. Category: Insects. 

ma'-thaampan tv. come behind in age,be younger. Than ngayang ma'-thaampin. I'm older than they are. 

ma'-thaa'-wakan tv. struggle with someone stubborn (e.g. child or a sick person). Ngay-ngayam ma'-thaa'-wakang, ya'angam. I 
struggled (with those children to get them to school), but it was no use. 

ma'-thaa'-way adj. someone who can't do something properly (e.g. looking after children, playing a musical instrument).5vn.- ma'-kaa'- 
way. 

ma'-thayan adj. trustworthy, to look after a person or belongings, 
ma'-thayanam adv. look after a person or things in a reliable; or trustworthy manner, 
ma'thayan-enchan iv. collapse and die. 
ma'-thayan-keekan iv. collapse and die. 

ma'-thonam temp. once. 

ma'-thuthan tv. to shake hands. Ma' thuthwula. Let's shake hands, 
ma'-uuyam temp, lots of times. Syn: ma' yotam. 

ma'-wakan tv. 1 • struggle on own with sick person or baby, or maybe struggle to do something like lighting a fire. 

2 • help someone. 

ma'-wayam n. bad sores on hand, a sore hand. 

ma'-wayaman iv. lose 3 . fight. Puth nilcin ep th3.y3.r1 p 3 thth 3 m 3 , kul 3 n 3 nil minch 3 th, th 3 H 3 n — 3, y 3 3, th 3 n m 3 — W 3 y 3 min. He 

was strong and beat them, they lost the fight. 

ma'-wayathan tv. lose a relative through death. Ngamp wanttaka puk many ma'-wayathamp, nil yaam ke'am weech- 
weechana. How is it that we lost that child, he wasn't sick long. 

ma'-wipan iv. do something very slowly or not properly. Nint ma'-wip-wipangan, nint erkam miyalath~an nungkamanga! You're 
not doing your work well, get lively! 

ma'-wipathan iv. depend on someone. Ngay ke' ma'-wipath~ang pulant, may minhan aath-aathowpul puk ngatharam 

anangan, ngay wukal many-manyan thee'-thee'~ang thant mayakana. I won't depend on those two to give my children 
food. I'll give them money to buy some for themselves. 

ma'wunth Variant: minh ma'wunth. n. Freshwater Crayfish (Macrobranchia species), locally called prawns. These large freshwater 
crayfish are usually around 0.2kg to 0.5kg. They come down with the flood water during the wet season and can be speared or 
caught in cast nets along the shore. They are good eating. Found in freshwater and brackish water. Small freshwater prawns 
(identity unknown) are also caught in the freshwater reaches of the rivers but in no great numbers to regard them as 
food. Category: Fish. Syn: kont. 

ma'-yalmathan tv. gather,collect (e.g. things for camping out, or a hen gathering its chickens, or people gathering their children when 
drunks are about). 

ma'-yeppen adj. unlucky hunter who did not catch any fish; also used for; people who stay at home, 
ma'-yotam adv, temp, lots of times. Syn: ma'-UUy. 
ma'-yuup adj. meddling hands. 

mechan tv. smooth gum on a spear or woomera with kayaman tool. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
m e e C h adj. hungry. 

meechaman A. to hunger. May kal~ana! Puk inangan ngul meechamina! Mayam ngul peey-peeyina! Bring some food! These 
children will get hungry and cry for food. 

meechathan tv. cause someone to be hungry. May ya' paachin ngayang, ngayang ya' meechathin. They ate up all the food, and left 
none for me and that made me really hungry. 

meek adj. bossy (person), who likes to bully others and who thinks he is important. May cause rows. Meek yumpwuniy niiyantakam 
ey? Are you trying to act as though you are important? 

meekam Variant: also said as 'meekantam'. belonging to someone else. Ngay minh meekantam yaan mungk-mungkanga. Nil 

yippak nathama, ngay keenk-keenk mungk-mungkanga. I'm just eating another fellow's meat. He's still away, so I'm eating 
some before he returns. 

meekantam See: meekam. 

meenathan tv. show (e.g. a country, a skill),introduce someone new. 
nganth meenathAN tv. shine a light (torch). 
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meenngathan tv See: meenathan. 

meen-limpan tv sort out (e.g. good yams from bad, dress sizes, mail, people of different categories e.g. drinkers versus non-drinkers). 

meerkal n. Variant: minh meerkal. Brown ray,Estuary ray (Dasyatis fluviorum), locally called round spotted stingray. This is one of the 

larger rays of the estuary. It grows to more than 1,0m across the back. It has a large barb near the tail. It is caught on bait or speared. 
Found in brackish, estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

meerp n. Variant: minh meerp. Frigate Birds, Great and Least (Fregata minor and Fregata ariel). Dark-black plumage with enormously 
long crank-shaped wings and scissor-forked tails. Long slender hooked bills and very small feet with obsolete webs adapted for 
economical flying. Often called storm birds as they come in over the coast when a storm approaches or when there is rough weather 
in the gulf. They feed at sea often mobbing other birds to steal food. They are fairly common. Not eaten now. Category: Birds. 

meetan adj. slim,lightweight. Syn: kemp many, ey. 

meethikang adj. Usage: avoidance, small. Syn: many. 

mee' n. eye. Category: Body Parts and Products. Nil mee' ngatharangiy keek. I saw him fall. Nil mee' ngatharangiy keek. I saw him 
fall. Nil mee' ngatharangiy keek. I saw him fall. Nil mee' ngatharangiy keek. I saw him fall. Nil mee' ngatharangiy keek. I 
saw him fall. Nil mee' ngatharangiy keek. I saw him fall. Nil mee' ngatharangiy keek. I saw him fall. Nil mee' 
ngatharangiy keek. I saw him fall. Nil mee' ngatharangiy keek. I saw him fall. 

aak mee' kinchangam temp, daylight, daytime. 

kek mee' n. point of spear. 

may mee' n. nuts like almonds, pandanus nut, peanuts. Category: Food. 

ngak mee' n. spring or well water (fresh water). When a well is dug, the spring water can be heard bubbling underneath, bul bul bul. 

ngak mee' pent-pentAN/pich-pichAN tv. spring from which water bubbles out constantly, docs not dry up. 

thum mee' n. a lighted fire stick (carried to light another fire) or a cigarette used to light another cigarette. 

thuut mee' n. nipple. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

waangk mee' n. big dillybag with small holes. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

mee' chaapar adj. bloodshot eyes from being angry; or from a fever, or from having sore eyes. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mee' engkanang adj. visible, can be seen (e.g. when in the bush you might be looking for sugarbag or gathering mudshells and others 
can see you in the distance through the trees). 

mee' kaa' thiin waa'an Iv. talk about someone when he or she is not present. Svn: kaa' thiin waa'an. 
mee'kam n. tears. 

mee' kath adj,well-known concerning one's qualities. Nint mee' kathweya law-lawa! We know you very well that you are a 

larrikin. Mee' kath nint maarich-weenth, pam thon-thon ulp-ulpangana! We know you well. You chase one man after 
another! 

mee' kemp n. eyelid (and surrounding area). Category: Body Parts and Products, 
mee' kiirkang thathan tv. look out ofthe comer of one's eye, look sideways, 
mee' kulang kalan tv. stare angrily at, glance angrily (e.g. the day after a fight), 
mee' kurk adj, n. drowsy, sleepy eyes. 

mee' kuy thee'an tv. take or cart something,or accompany someone, but others see what one is doing. See: kuy thee'an. 

mee' maany thathan tv. imagine you see someone or something. 

mee' makar thee'-thee'an iv. look with sick eyes, (when a person is ill). 

mee'many yumpan tv. screw up eyes. 

mee' mich-micham adv, adj. kindly (person), someone who sees what needs to be done and does it. 

mee'mich-micham peey-peeyAN iv. cry in sympathy with someone, share the sorrow, 
mee' mul piimpanang thathan tv. watch with angry, protruding eyes, 
mee' munth n, adj. blunt top. Syn: thaa’ munth. 
mee' ngaa' adv, adj. cannot see clearly, head dizzy,vision blurred. 

mee' ngakang kalan tv. to be caught by a crocodile and taken under water. Pikkuwang mee' ngakang kalana nath ngul 

mo'athan. The crocodile caught him and took him off. 

mee' ngoongk waa'an tv talk about someone behind his back. 
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mee' nguk adj. big eyes (like an owl); 
mee' nyom nyom n, adj. blinking eyes. 

mee' op n. tears. Syn: mee' kam. 

mee' paam n. eyebrow. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mee' pa'ant adv. stay awake, keep eyes open;keep someone else awake (when verb pi'an is used). 

mee' pench n. eyelashes. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mee' piimpanang adv. staring, bulging or popping eyes. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
mee' pungk n. eye. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
mee' pungkpiimpanangan adv. looking daggers, staring. 

mee' thath(uwpul) tv. exchange eye signals (e.g. winks) to show mutual attraction. Usually leads to making love. 

mee' thich n, adj. sleep in eyes, sticky eyes,pus in eyes. 

mee' thiith n. eyeball. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mee' thintan As in: ngak mee' thintan. n. spring water which does not dry up. 

mee' uuyantang adv. in front of many people, publicly. Syn: mee' yotantang. 

mee'waampar(iiyan) adv. dizzy, half fainting. 

mee' weep adv. sleepy, tired. Mee' weep wamp-wampanar. I'm really drowsy. 

mee' weep pi pan tpv. be drowsy; ready to fall off to sleep. Mee' weep pip-pipanany. I'm so drowsy. 

mee' we'-we'ar thathan tv. look all around constantly. 

mee' wir' thee'an tv. signal with eye (boyfriend or girlfriend) to arrange a meeting place or walk. Syn: ngek thee'an. 

mee' wony-wonyam adv look for things without turning anything over, not looking properly, just carelessly looking here and there. 

mee' wuth n. eyelid. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mee' yanth adj, adv. alert, good quick eyes, like a willy wagtail, who can dodge the missiles of children; or like a person who is quick to 
dodge a spear. Nint mee' yanth iiy~an ngathar, ngay nintang kekang chint~anga. You watch out for me and be alert lest I 
spear you. 

mee' y i i I adj. very poor eyesight, almost to the stage of losing sight. 

mee' yi ' n. eyebrow. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: mee' paam. 

mee'yoon (iiyan) adv. show yourself, go openly. 

mee' yotantang adv in front of everyone,publicly. Syn: mee' engkanang. 

mee' yumpan iv. wink at or make signals (good or bad) to someone with eyes. 

mee'-aak-way adj. really jealous. 

m e e' - aat h a n tv. show,introduce someone new. 

mee'am adv know, to be used to. Syn: mee'miy. Ngal mee'am ngalantakama. We know each other very well. Nint mee'am nun 

ey? You know him eh? 

mee'an-umpan tv. See: meen-umpan. 

mee'ang wakan tv. covet. Nint ke' peey~ana! An ball nunganta! Yuk nungantakama. Ke' mee'ang wak-wak~ana! Nungkar 
ya'a. Don't cry! That's his ball, his own. Don't be wanting it, it's not yours. 

mee'angam kuchan tv. watch till someone is out of sight,keep someone in your sight. 

mee'angam kuy thee'an n. see someone off. 
mee'ath n. eyeball. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mee'atham adv, adj. awake. 

mee'atham pi'-pi'AN tv keep awake. Syn: mee' pi'-pi'an. 
mee'-ikan iv. 1 • open eyes (e.g. when waking up). 

2 • to be surprised; or amazed at something. See: mee' chal ikan. Than mee' ikin nungant nil kulich wiy-wiyaman 

ngoonch. They were amazed at the strange and different kind of dress she put on. Category: Mood and Character. 
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mee'-kulan n. Variant: thuuk mee'-kulan. yellow tree snake, non-poisonous. Jumps on people, wraps itself around their necks, but does 
not bite. Category’: Snakes. 

mee'miy adv. know, to be used to. Svn: mee'am. mee'miy yumpan to make someone aware, or knowledgeable about 

something, mee'miy weenan become aware, knowledgeable about something, mee'miy iiy-iiyanan to be aware, knowledgeable 
about something. 

mee'-miyal adj. unobservant, and as a result, clumsy. Nint tha' thuthan kunttowang ey? Nint mee'-miyal iiy-iiyangan aak woyan 
ke'am umputh thath-thathangana. Did you stub your foot on a stone? You're walking along not watching the road ahead of 
you! 

mee'-mungkan fv. cause glare in eyes. 

mee'-ngaarpang adv. for company. Mee'-ngaarpang ngamp. We're all here together for company. Ngamp mee'-ngaarpang minh 
nga'ak yam iiy~ampa. Let's go fishing together for company. 

mee'-ngathan iv. 1 • shut eyes (for sleep). 

2 • pray. 

mee'-ngutangam temp, around midnight and the hours up to dawnbreak. 

mee'-pathathan tv. keep an eye on someone (e.g. someone who is in trouble lest they get bashed up; or a sick person, or toddlers, lest 

they fall). Ngay ke' yippak iiying store=akana puth ngay puk manyan mee'-pathathang nunanga, ngul keek stepama. I 
won't go to the store yet. I need to keep an eye on the child lest he fall from the steps. 

mee'-peeyathan iv. really want or long for someone or something e.g. food, adultery. 

mee'-penchan a. l • open eyes. 

2* be bom. Nil puk many Jesus mee'-pench ngutang Mary=antan. The baby Jesus was bom at night to Mary, 
mee'-pepan adj. sharp top, like a pencil, spire, spear or knife, 
mee'-pi'-pi'an tv. keep someone awake, 
mee'-pukang adj. starting pregnancy. 

minh mee'-pukang half developed chicken in egg. 
mee’-thayan adj, adv. awake. 

mee'-thayan adj. unreliable, untrustworthy (e.g. doesn't look after things or children left in their care), 
mee’-thee'an iv. watch for someone you are expecting; or watch for something you expect is about to happen (e.g. a fight). 

mee'-thenchan tv. cheat,deceive e.g. cheat one's spouse by sneakily playing up with another man or woman; steal (goods) in a sneaky 
way. Syn: man-monkan-thenchan. 

mee'-thipan iv. shut eyes. Ngal kan mee'-thip~al, weepaka. Let's close our eyes ready for sleep. 

mee'-ulpan iv. sit in a dreamy,sleepy and preoccupied way and miss seeing things as a result (e.g. someone going by). 

mee'-Uth adv. half asleep, eyes half closed. Nint mee'-uth nyiin-nyiinangan ey? Pukanangan piik-piikwuntana! Are you half 
asleep? The children are fighting each other. 

mee'wayang n. Variant: panch mee'wayang. small grass bird similar to winchan-thee' but with smaller tail. Buff colour with streaked 
head and nape. Probably Golden-headed Cisticola (Cisticola exilis). Category: Birds, 
mee'-wayang n. Variant: thuuk mee'-wayang. wind snake. Category: Snakes. Syn: thuuk wunt. 

mee'-wichan tv. coax; or lead someone else to do something bad (e.g. fight, commit adultery). Than kom-koman inangan mee'- 
wichwuntan, pam kompant. Ngulana wikan pentan thanttama. The young girls lead each other astray with young men. 

Later, what they've done will be known. 

mee'-winynyang adv. react in a frightened way (after seeing something that causes a fright) e.g., 

mee' winy-winynyang keekAN iv. get a fright, and fall down (e.g. maybe someone has threatened the person with a belt), 
m ee'-wi nynyathan tv. frighten someone by some action (e.g. by picking up a stick), 
mee'-wunan iv. be jealous, 
mee'-wuthanaman iv. pray,shut eyes. 

mee'wuyang n. Variant: minh mee'wuyang. Popeyed Mullet (Squalomugil nasutus),locally called red eye mullet. This fish is often 
noticed swimming around with its eyes above water. It is often caught with a cast net and is good for bait. Found in estuary and 
ocean waters. Categoty: Fish. 

mee'-yenchang adv. stare. 
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mee'(ath) pach n. white of eye. Category: Body Parts and Products. Mee' pach wuntan thant, thanang weechan inangana. You 

can see the whites of the eyes of these sick ones. 

mee'... pen Chan iv. turn eyes in a certain direction. The direction word occurs in the middle of the phrase e.g. mee' kaaw penchan turn 
one's eyes to the east. 

mekanchan iv. Usage: avoidance, old people's talk, fall down. Syn: keekan, enchan. 
mel adj. straight (hair). Syn: (yangan) mich,. 

mel enchan iv. duck off the track, duck or dodge to one side. Can be used figuratively also of people deserting a good way of living or 
turning aside from God's way. 

mel mel adv. wobbly (movement) e.g. drunken people. 

melam wun-wunan iv. clear blue sky, no rain, no clouds. Categoiy: Time. Category: Time. 

aak chil melam ngula dark clouds before heavy rain. Categoiy: Time. 
m eI me n n. waterhole. Category: Geography. 
menchan 1 As in: ma' menchan. n. sorcerer. 

menchan 2 adj. ripe e.g. fruit,cooked e.g. damper,or a messy sore e.g. aboil about to burst. May kan kiingkan ey? Menchan ngul ey? Is 
the food cooked? Is it ready to eat? 

menhang loc. in between, the middle. Menhang nyiin~an nganttang. Sit between us. Menhang nyiin~an nganttang. Sit between 
us. Menhang nyiin~an nganttang. Sit between us. Menhang nyiin~an nganttang. Sit between us. 

aak um menhang loc. inland, or right in the centre, out in the middle of the water. Categoiy: Geography. See: um. 
kuchek um menhang n. crown or middle ofhead. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
n g aa' menhang temp, very late, like midnight. 
menth 1 n. big female kangaroo, often called 'mother' kangaroo. 

menth 2 adj. pretty (of girls only); also used somewhat like 'dear' as a form of address (between women). 

menth-minam adj. beautiful, pretty face, 
menyam adv. Usage: avoidance, ripe,cooked. Syn: menchan. 

menyanaman iv. Usage: avoidance, cook (food, etc),bum (fire, etc). Uparup kan menyanama. The fire's burning well. 

mepan 1 tv. 1 • question someone (e.g. like Jesus was questioned; or to question if someone has permission to do such-and-such). 

2 • to approach someone with a proposition of some kind. 

3 • to call to someone, but the other person is not sure who is calling. They might say: An wee'ang ngayang mep- 
mepana? Who's calling out to me? 

mepan 2 tv. wag, shake. Mut mep-mepan. The dog is wagging its tail, 
met adj. white, clean. Syn: pach, etch. Svn: pach, etch. 

kul metang adj. person uninvolved in an argument; innocent. Syn: ma' malam. 
met pongam pure white,shining. 

m etaman iv. to be clean, or white (e.g. white again after removing a stain out of a dress), 
me, n. mosquito. Categoiy: Insects. 

me' 2 As in: kuthal me', n. soft grass near swamp. Category: Grasses, 
me'anchan tv. Usage: avoidance, pick up,hold. Syn: maayan. 
mich adj. soft,weak. 

ek-mich n. soft skin (e.g. may be used to describe a child who cries easily when pinched), 
kemp mich n. not very well, skin soft and flabby because of bad condition or ill health. Syn: kemp wonyang. 
kuchek mich n. fontanelle. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products, 
makar mich pongam weak muscles, 
pip mich soft clay, 
m icham adv. melted or gone soft (e.g. butter). 

michaman iv. be soft, either an object e.g. butter; or used of people 'being soft', and giving into illnesses or troubles, or can be used of a 
person softening their stubbornness. Than kuchek-thayan, ke'-ngul michamiythan. They're very stubborn, and refuse to give 


http://ausil.org/Dictionary/Wik-Mungkan/lexicon/main.htm 


16/23 


21/10/2019 


Wik Mungkan - Lexicon 


up (their anger). Than kuchek-thayan, ke'-ngul michamiythan. They're very stubborn, and refuse to give up (their anger), 
kemp michamAN iV. be energetic, 
michan n. Usage: avoidance, shoulder. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
m ichathan tv. soften; settle down (e.g. a crying child), 
kemp michathAN tv. make yourself lively, energetic, 
kul michathAN tv. to become reconciled after an argument, 
mich-micham As in: As in: As in: 
miich 1 n. leech. Category: Animals. Syn: uw, ulark. 

miich 2 a. Variant: waangk miich. hand held fishing nets used in pairs. Netting knotted (like waangk onyan onto oval frame of flexible 
sticks yuk miich). Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. See: aamp. 

miinch n. Variant: wak miinch. a variety of soft rush or reed found near swamps. Common near Aurukun. Category: Grasses, 
miintin n. Variant: minh miintin. sea turtle (probably the green turtle (Chelonia mydas). Category: Fish. Syn: (minh) punchiy. 
m i n adj. good,well. 

aak-min n. a funny person, a real character who loves to joke etc. 
ma' kaa' rn i n adj. someone who does beautiful handwork, 
ngangk min adj. happy. 

yuk way min n. things, 
minakam See: min-(min)akam. 

minam Variant: also said as 'minangam'. adv. well (done),nicely (done). 

menth-minam adj. very pretty, 
minaman iv. Usage: avoidance, speak,ask. Svn: thawan. 
m inangam adv. well (done),nicely (done). 

aak minangam adv. sometimes used to mean: at a good time, at the right time, 
minathan tv. make something good, fix up,correct. 

minchak 1 n. Variant: may minchak. fruit from a tree found at the beach, only eaten by dogs. (It is not the fruit from yuk 
minchak.) Categoiy: Food. 

minchak 2 n. Variant: yuk minchak. Bloodwood Tree (perhaps Eucalyptus intermedia). A large tree with a light coloured bark which it 
sheds. Reddish gum. Plentiful around Aurukun in woodland area pikputang). The timber is suitable for milling. Leaves may be 
placed fresh in earth ovens to aid the flavour of meat. Also good for firewood. Category: Plants.Syn: (yuk) put. 

minchalam n. dead man's spirit. When these spirits are sung to at the house opening, they are called and then sent to their story places or 
other areas. Here they stay and appear no more to people. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. Syn: oony, nhinthan-maany. 

minchan iv. finish. 

minchathan tv. finish something (e.g. food, or an activity). 

kulan minchathAN tv. beat (someone) in a fight, 
minh n. meat (flesh of animals and fish and other protein foods like eggs),edible animals. Category: Food. 

minh uth adv, adj. As in: ma' minh uth. fishy hands or hands greasy from handling meat of bullocks, pigs, ducks, etc. Syn: ma' iiy. 
miniyakam See: min-(min)akam. 

miniy-weeman, miniy-weenan iv. hang back because of wanting something badly (e.g. to drink grog, or to meet a girl).Nint kan 
iiya! Aakaka! Nint ke' nyiin-nyiin~an ingmaniya! Nint miniy-ween-weenangan ngak yipam mungk~an ey? You go 
home. Don't sit here! Are you hanging back so you can drink grog? 

miniy-weenan See: miniy-weeman. 

min-minan adv. As in: aak min-minan. Variant: also said as 'aak min-minam'. injure or damage to point of death. 
min-(min)akam adv. Variant: also said as 'miniyakam'. really well, 
mingan n. Variant: yuk mingan. dry branches, 
mipan As in: As in: As in: 
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m i pangan tv. test or try for straightness, (e.g. spear),measure for length, (spear, dress etc.) width, etc. Previously bush string was used to 
test or measure - could be knotted if necessary. Ngamp kuuy ilangan mipang~ampa minam yipam wunow 
koochanama. Let's test this (spear) with this string to see if it's straight. Ngay kulich thaa'an ngul mipang~anga. I'll straighten 
that hem. 

mippiy n. As in: As in: As in: 

m iw adv. Variant: miw weentan. turn around quickly. 

m iwan n. Variant: minh miwan. Green Pygmy-Goose (Nettapus pulchellus). Small dark green/glossy black bird seen in pairs or small 

flocks on fresh water swamps, lagoons etc. with water lilies and other similar vegetation. They nest in hollow trees near the water. 
White face patch. Female darker. Category: Birds. 

m i y a I adj. better,well. 

kemp miyal adj. well, energetic,lively,good health, 
m i y a I we e n a n Zv. feel well; feel better, 
m i y a I a m a n zv. get better. 

miyalathan tv. make feel better,cure,heal. Nint oparan mungkin-a, an ep-paththam miyalathow nintang. If you take the medicine, 
it will heal you. 

mi'an tv. choose (e.g. used of choosing when buying things, choosing people for jobs, choosing one way of life against another). 

ITIOChan adj. humble,quiet person of good character who doesn't join in fights and who is friends with everyone. 

thaa' ITIOChan adj. very quietly spoken person, 
mok See. mak. 

mokanan Zv. Usage: archaic, swim. Syn: muunchan. 
momp n. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

1 • uterus, womb, 'baby's nest'. 

2 • placenta. 

ngaap momp n. Usage: swearing word, uterus. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products. 

pu' momp n. Usage: swearing word, uterus. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products. 

mompan thee'an Zv. crack shot with a spear. Mompan thee'a minhan kanam chinta! That's a crack shot, he's got it. 

monchan Zv. become sulky,and may walk off because offended (e.g. maybe when watching a fight between parents, son gets disgusted and 
embarrassed and walks off). 

monk n. Variant: minh monk, bandicoot. Categoiy: Animals, 
monkan n. nape of neck. 

man monkanam wantAN zv. leave someone behind. 

man monkan ngathAN tv. cheat,betray, 
man monkan piikAN zv. hit on back of neck. 

man monkan thenchAN zv. betray, cheat. 

monkan thekang pi pan zv. joint at back of neck cracks and this is considered to be a signal that something is about to happen (e.g. a 
death, sickness of a relative, or a fight). 

monkan thenchan Zv. cheat,sneak (e.g. steal). Syn: man-monkan-thenchan. 

monkan thiin waa'an Zv. talk about someone behind his back. Monkan thiinan ke'waa'-waa'~an nunang, nil in ya'a, niiyam 
nanman pekwun. Don't talk about him behind his back, he's not here, just fight between yourselves. 

monkan wur'athan Zv. lead astray. Nil puk ngechwiy alangan monkan wur'athan puk manyiy wiy anangan minh panch wak- 
wakayn. The young boy led the other children astray, chasing birds. 

monkanam kuchan tv. watch till someone or something goes out of sight,watch where someone goes, 
monkanam thawan Zv. talk over shoulder. 

monkanang pipan tv. joint ofbackofneck cracking. This is a sign of good luck in hunting. Monkanang pipanga! Minh yot 
wich~ala! The joint of the back of my neck cracked! We'll catch lots of fish. 

monkanang pip-pipan zv. joint at back of neck cracks and this is considered to be a signal that something is about to happen (e.g. a 
death, sickness of a relative or a fight). 

monkan-enchan tv. come behind,follow. Syn: monkan-wakan. 
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monkan-kuchan tv. see someone off. Ngay ke' monkan kuch~ang nipang. I won't see you off (e.g. maybe too sad to say goodbye). 

monkan-kliman tv. to miss seeing someone you are looking for. 

monkan-maakan tv. come after (in family),be younger. Nil wiil ngatharamang nganyang monkan maakany, ngay puth kaa'- 
ngeecham, nil mangk ngatharang aak-ngeey. My younger sister follows me in the family; I'm the eldest and she's the next. 

monkan-wakan tv. follow (a person); come behind. 

mont 1 «. Usage: avoidance. Variant: aankam mont or woyan mont. road,track. Syn: woyan. 

mont 2 77. Variant: minh mont. Jabiru (Xenorhynchus asiaticus). Now known officially as Black-Necked Stork,locally called policeman bird, 
as is minh yaw, Black-winged Stilt. Only Australian Stork. Tall black and white bird with red legs. Immature dusky brown. Found 
singly, or in pairs with young in swamps, mangroves, mudflats and sandbanks. Forages for food occasionally chasing 
fish. Category: Birds. 

montan pekan tv. roll,fold (clothes, blanket, three bark),wrap up. Nint ngalant blanketan kan montan pek~ana ngamp yipam 
paanth-paanthan iiy~ampa. Roll up that blanket for us so we can go camping. Wanch thonamang puk wuut many 
nungantam montan pek nunanga ngookanga ke' yipam kuchar wunow. A lady wrapped her child in a blanket so he 
wouldn't be cold. 

monyan Iv. twist,choke,tickle. Syn: inthan. Syn: inthan. Syn: inthan. 
kung monyAN tv. tickle. Syn: kung inthan. 
man monyAN tv. choke neck. Syn: man inthan. 

mook «. rubbish,scraps. 

aak mook n. empty place, sometimes because abandoned after a death, 
may mook n. food scraps, 
m i n h m O O k n. meat or fish scraps. 

mooln 77. ant. Category: Insects. 

moom 77 . boss. 

moomam As in: As in: As in: 

mooth 77. Variant: minh mooth. Australian Pelican (Pelecanus conspicillatus) also known as minh man olathiy (uncommon). Large black 
and white bird with huge bill and pouch. Swims sedately in groups fishing. Group flight in spectacular lines or V's - often skims 
calm waters. Seen on large shallow waters. Can be seen circling looking for water as dry season approaches (during kayaman pung 
nganth ling-ling). Rarely eaten now. Category: Birds. 

moi" adj. Usage: avoidance, cold. Syn: kuchar. 

mofp adj. As in: pip morp. white clay, used for decorating bodies for traditional dancing. Found near the beach at places like 
Ikalath. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

morp 77 . Variant: may morp. dough before cooking. 

morpathiy adj. can be used to describe a face white from medicine or from milk (e.g. a child who manages to get as much on his face as 
inside his throat). 

morrok See: morrong. 

morrong n. Usage: avoidance, crocodile. Category: Animals. Syn: pikkuw. 

moth 77. As in: minh moth, mangrove worm, somewhat like witchetty grubs. Used for bait for freshwater fish. Categoiy: Fish.S>>77. minh 
pemarpathan. 

mo' 77. Variant: yuk mo'. Wattle species growing near swamps, and some large trees up the Watson River. An attractive timber with pleasant 
smelling sawdust. Sparse foliage. Large sickle shaped leaves. Dark yellow flowers. Used for timber. Bark used as a rope. It seems 
probable that this term covers two acacias; Acacia Crassicarpa and Acacia auriculiformis. Category: Plants. Categoiy: Plants. 

mo' thupan n. yellow wattle tree flowers. Category: Plants. 

mo'an Zv. run. Syn: muurpan. Syn: muurpan. Syn: muurpan. Svn: muurpan. Syn: muurpan. Svn: muurpan. Syn: muurpan. Sy77.- muurpan. 
any mo'AN zv. ran fast, 
kam p mo'AN zv. ran fast, 
kep kaaw ngul mo' full moon. 

kuchekam ya' wik mo'(ar) Zv. forget (e.g. that word's gone out of my head), 
kul-kulak mo'AN Zv. not able to take a joke. 
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kul-kulal mo'AN iv. run crookedly e.g. from side to side (zig zag). 
winynyang mo'AN iv. be frightened, 
mo'athan tv. run (something or someone) to somewhere;drive (a vehicle). 
muk 1 n. Usage: archaic, stone. Syn: kunttow. 

muk 2 n. mother's elder brother,locally called big uncle. See: Appendix I. See: Appendix I. 

U uy- m U k an uncle (mother's elder brother) who has lots of neices and nephews, 
mukampang n. Variant: minh mukampang. big-breasted flying fox, which only old people eat. Category’: Animals, 
mukanchin n. mother's elder brother,locally called big uncle;or mother's older sister. 

uuy-mukanchin n. a big uncle muk with lots of neices and nephews; an auntie mukwayyow) with lots of neices and nephews. 

m U kath n. Variant: 'may mukath' pronounced 'muk~ath'. edible waterlily root, with big leaves, big flowers and big roots. Found up 
river and in lagoons. Category: Food. Syn: may umpiy, may erk, may eechak. 

m U kayng n. neice,nephew,a younger sister's children. See: Appendix I. 
m U kaywu n pan n. brother-in-law (younger sister's husband), 
m U kwayyow n. i.e. mother's older sister locally called 'big mother'. See: Appendix I. 
mill., n. tablet. 
mul 2 adj. dead. 

aak m U lam than AN iv. describes the state of mind after someone in the family dies, and one does not know what to do. One is 
always thinking of the dead person, preoccupied with the memory. 

rn UI WU n AN /v. to be dead. 

Uth mill n. ancestors. Syn: wuut mangk. 

m U1 3 adj, adv. full,protruding,to the greatest extent. 

aak ngakang mul maayAN tv. bad flooding. 

mee' mul piimpanang thathAN tv. watch with angry protruding eyes, 
thaa' mul (kan maayAN) adv. full to the top. See. thaa' mul. 

thaa' mulakam piimpathAN tv. fill to the top. 

thengkan mul adv. have a really good laugh, that goes on and on without stopping for ages, 
mulathan tv. 1 • hurt badly, kill. 

2 • heal a sore. Yulang wenchan mulath. That bush medicine healed the sore, 
mullayng n. Variant: thuuk mullayng. freshwater snake. Categoiy: Snakes. 
mul-(mul)akam adv. to a great extent. Svn: puparakam. 
mumpal n. crown of head. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products, 
m U n n. behind (person's or animal's), and buttock region. 

mun Otang n. short, roundish bottom. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products, 
tha' mun n. heel. Category: Body Parts and Products, Body Parts and Products, 
tha' munang iiyAN iv. walk on heels, 
mun kaanch li. tailbone. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products, 
mun uuyan n. anus. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
mun wal n. buttocks. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
mun Wan k-Wan k adv. walk with tail up like a duck, 
munh n. man bereaved of his own child. 

munkiyang n. Variant: minh munkiyang. Torresian Imperial Pigeon or Torres Strait Pigeon (Ducula spilorrhoa). Large white pigeon with 
black flight feathers and band across tail tip. Flies overhead above canopy in flocks north to south at the beginning of the dry season 
kayaman maal, August-October. Many nest in mangroves and semi-rainforests along rivers. Many go further south. They return 
north at the cessation of heavy rains, onchan wayath in March and April. Good for eating. Category: Birds. 
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mun-nhuuyan adv. all the time (e.g. sitting in one place all the time; always playing up with a boyfriend). Nip mun-nhuuyan maarich 
yaam ke'an kee'ow. Don't be getting together all the time for adultery. 

mun-ongk n. Variant: minh mun-ongk. large oval mud shells found in the mangroves, good for eating. Category: Food. 
munth 1 n. rib bone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 
munth 2 adj. 1 • blunt. 

2 • lopped-off (cut off, shot off, etc). 

kuchek munth blunt ended, like lopped-off tree or an animal that has had its head partly shot off or cut off, or something that is 
broken at the end. 

tna' munth short fingers or maybe cut off hands. Can also mean 'lazy hands'. 

mee' munth blunt top (e.g. of pencil). 

thaa' munth blunt (because cut off, e.g. pencil). 

thaa'nganth munth adj. someone who does not speak well, because the tip of his tongue is thought to be blunt, 
yuk thaa' munth tree with top lopped off. 
munth 3 n. As in: thum munth. 1 • coals,charcoal. 

2 • cremation ground. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
m U nthathan tv. make something blunt. 

munwokiyang n. Variant: minh munwokiyang. Rainbow Bee-Eater (Merops omatus). Very beautiful multi-coloured bird with two 

central tail feathers extended. Basically pale green and gold with black curved beak and eye mark. Nests in sandy areas, slopes and 
banks. All food, bees and other insects, caught on the wing. Flight is swift and graceful; a great aerial acrobat. Many arrive during 
the season onchan (beginning of the cold weather down south, April, May), many continue north returning during the season 
kayaman (August/September). Some are present all year. Category: Birds. 

mungkan tv. l • to eat,drink. 

2 • be jammed (e.g. by something heavy - drum, log, door, etc.) Yangk mungkan nunang yuk chairang. His legs are jammed up 
in that chair. Nint nathwey ma' wipin thaa' doorang-a, yaa, an ngamp waa'anampa ma' ya' mungk nintang thaa' door 
ilangana. If you get your finger caught in the door, then we say your finger has been jammed (like 'eaten') by the door. Ngayang 
ma' mungkanya, minh wuungkam pi'anana ya'angam wich-wichangana, kuuy alangan ma' war'am umpanya. My 
fingers were caught (in the line around my hand) when I was vainly trying to pull in a big barramundi. They were nearly cut off by 
that line. Yangk mungkan nunang yuk chairang. His legs are jammed up in that chair. Nint nathwey ma' wipin thaa' 
doorang-a, yaa, an ngamp waa'anampa ma' ya' mungk nintang thaa' door ilangana. If you get your finger caught in the 
door, then we say your finger has been jammed (like'eaten') by the door. Ngayang ma' mungkanya, minh wuungkam pi'anana 
ya'angam wich-wichangana, kuuy alangan ma' war'am umpanya. My fingers were caught (in the line around my hand) 
when I was vainly trying to pull in a big barramundi. They were nearly cut off by that line. Yangk mungkan nunang yuk 
chairang. His legs are jammed up in that chair. Nint nathwey ma' wipin thaa' doorang-a, yaa, an ngamp waa'anampa ma' 
ya' mungk nintang thaa' door ilangana. If you get your finger caught in the door, then we say your finger has been jammed 
(like 'eaten') by the door. Ngayang ma' mungkanya, minh wuungkam pi'anana ya'angam wich-wichangana, kuuy alangan 
ma' war'am umpanya. My fingers were caught (in the line around my hand) when I was vainly trying to pull in a big barramundi. 
They were nearly cut offby that line. Yangk mungkan nunang yuk chairang. His legs are jammed up in that chair. Nint 
nathwey ma' wipin thaa' doorang-a, yaa, an ngamp waa'anampa ma' ya' mungk nintang thaa' door ilangana. If you get 
your finger caught in the door, then we say your finger has been jammed (like 'eaten') by the door. Ngayang ma' mungkanya, 
minh wuungkam pi'anana ya'angam wich-wichangana, kuuy alangan ma' war'am umpanya. My fingers were caught (in 
the line around my hand) when I was vainly trying to pull in a big barramundi. They were nearly cut offby that line. Yangk 
mungkan nunang yuk chairang. His legs are jammed up in that chair. Nint nathwey ma' wipin thaa' doorang-a, yaa, an 
ngamp waa'anampa ma' ya' mungk nintang thaa' door ilangana. If you get your finger caught in the door, then we say your 
finger has been jammed (like 'eaten') by the door. Ngayang ma' mungkanya, minh wuungkam pi'anana ya'angam wich- 
wichangana, kuuy alangan ma' war'am umpanya. My fingers were caught (in the line around my hand) when I was vainly 
trying to pull in a big barramundi. They were nearly cut offby that line. 

cham cham mungkAN tv. chomp. 

mee' mungkAN tv. glare in eyes. 

ngangk mungkAN tv. be consumed by passion for someone, or badly want something, 
wik m U ng kAN tv. mumble or swallow one's words. 

m U nyam U r n. Variant : wak munyamur. short grass as on plain or salt plain; it is hard and pokes into the feet (family 
Gramineae). Category: Grasses. 


http://ausil.org/Dictionary/Wik-Mungkan/lexicon/main.htm 


21/23 


21/10/2019 


Wik Mungkan - Lexicon 


mup, mupam adv. low,concealed,hidden. Ngay nungkar iniy wenk-wenkang puth nintaniy mup nyiin-nyiinangan, ke'am 

anman thathangan. I was searching for you but you were 'hidden' (between others) and I couldn't see you.Tha'ana mup wun 
nightie=anga, ongkang wunar. My feet are hidden under this long nightie. Ngay nungkar iniy wenk-wenkang puth 
nintaniy mup nyiin-nyiinangan, ke'am anman thathangan. I was searching for you but you were 'hidden' (between others) 
and I couldn't see you. Tha'ana mup wun nightie=anga, ongkang wunar. My feet are hidden under this long nightie. Ngay 
nungkar iniy wenk-wenkang puth nintaniy mup nyiin-nyiinangan, ke'am anman thathangan. I was searching for you but 
you were 'hidden' (between others) and I couldn't see you.Tha'ana mup wun nightie=anga, ongkang wunar. My feet are 
hidden under this long nightie. Ngay nungkar iniy wenk-wenkang puth nintaniy mup nyiin-nyiinangan, ke'am anman 
thathangan. I was searching for you but you were 'hidden' (between others) and I couldn't see you. Tha'ana mup wun 
nightie=anga, ongkang wunar. My feet are hidden under this long nightie. 

man mupam aak-pathAN tv. sing in a humming way. 

ma' mupam thawAN iv. talk very quietly so that it is hard to hear, maybe sharing a secret. 

thaa' mupam thawAN See: ma' mupam thawan. 
m U r (thawan) adj. sulky,go into a stubbornly bad mood, 
m Urkan adj. short. Syn: otang. 
murkanam adv. keep on doing something. 

ke'-murkanam adv. not taking any notice. Syn: ke'-ngoongkam. 
murruk As in: tha' murruk. n. shoe, sandal, etc. 

mut n. tail. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body 
Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ch i i k m Ut /?. lighted cigarette. Term often used when asking someone to share a cigarette. 

ke k m Ut n. tail end of spear. 

may mut «. tobacco. 

pith mut (ngeeyAN) tv. follow what something means, understand e.g. talking, or piithal singing. 

mut me' n. nappy originally worn by women (e.g. for fishing in swamps). Made ofti-tree or kuthal grass and tied with a string belt. The 
word is now used for; pants (for women) and shorts and nappies for children. 

mut paach n. fish tail sticking out of water (usually a barramundi) like a propeller part. Pal-pal dinghy kala! Mut paach in thathanga! 
Minh wuungkam than-thanana! Row the dinghy closer! I can see a fish tail sticking out of the water. It's a barramundi. 

muth n. Variant: minh muth. Thorny or Rough Skin Stingray (Urogymnus asperrimus), locally called rough skin stingray. The body of this 
ray is profusely covered with large bony tubercles and sharp thorns. It has no barbs in the tail. Grows to 0.6 m. across. Found in 
brackish, estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

muthiyam n. Variant: minh muthiyam. another name for mangrove goanna. Category: Animals. Syn: yoongap. 
muth-(muth)an adj. thick (e.g. thick piece of meat, damper). 

kempmuth-(muth)an adj. thick, solid person. 

kinch muthan sun still up, still hot, enough sunlight left (for doing something that needs doing). 
mut-many adj. skinny. Usage: abusive nickname. 

mut-thu'an tv. join up (again) (e.g. hose, blanket),involve,connect e.g. in a fight the following sentence could be said when someone's 
name is being bandied around in connection with blame. Nint ngayangan ke' mut-thu'~ana! Ke' waa'~ana. Don't connect me 
with it! Don't blame me! Nint ngayangan ke' mut-thu'~ana! Ke' waa'~ana. Don't connect me with it! Don't blame me! 

wik mut-thu'-thu'AN tv. tell very long stories (one after another). 

m Uttich n. Variant: minh muttich. Cowtail ray (Dasyatis sephen), locally called small stingray. This ray has a broad fold of loose skin 

along the tail. It has a barb near the tail which can reach forward to the head. This barb will give a painful sting. It can be caught as 
bait or speared. Found in brackish, estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

m Uttich weyeth n. Variant: minh muttich weyeth. Blue spotted fantail ray (Taenuira lyrnna),called stingray. This ray is found in the 
estuary and offshore along the coast. It can be caught on bait or speared. The tail has two barbs usually about 0.3 m in 
diameter. Category: Fish. 

muuch tv. As in: ngangk muuch thee'an. sigh. Svn: ngangk pi'an thee'an. 

muuchaman iv.Asin: kon muuchaman. run away or hide because of having done something bad (afraid of punishment), 
muukaman iv. pretend,trick, fool. 
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muukamathan tv. frighten someone,deceive someone (e.g. maybe by telling lies or by playing a joke on him). Syn; uuyamathan. 

muul n. Variant: may muul. honey or sugarbag found in hollow trees by bush bees,not very rich, poor quality. Bigger bees make may 
at. See: may pang; may polp; may wat; may puuk. Category: Food. 

muunchan iv. wash,bathe,swim. 

chalupam muunchAN iv. dive under water. 

m UUnchathan tv. to bathe someone. 

muunt n. Variant: minh muunt. Shovelnosed ray (Rhynchobatus djiddensis) and Common Shovelnosed ray (Rhinobatos batillum),locally 
called shovel fish. These rays grow to 3.0m and are often seen foraging for food in the shallow water over mud banks and shelly 
areas. They are caught on bait or speared. They are distinguished by their shark like body and flattened diamond shape head. Found 
in freshwater, ocean, estuary and brackish waters. Category: Fish. 

m U U ntan tv. tie up (e.g. tie the ends of a string bag's handle before wrapping, or to tie up a spear joint or 

break). Syn: kathan, keypungan. Thoonan muuntin pe'an ponthantam erp-erpangan pe'an. They tied up the skin bark 
canoe with the bark of a messmate tree while it was still wet. 

muurkan n. short fighting stick, used by men and sometimes women. Can be made from any tree. Has one sharp point and is painted red 
and white for fighting. Categonv Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Variant: yuk muurkan. 

muurpan iv. Usage: avoidance, archaic word. run. Syn: kamp mo'an. Syn: kamp mo'an. 

chang muurpan jump. 

ITIUUt n. noise. 

tha'muut n. footsteps. 

muut maakan tv. pound with feet (e.g. in dance). Muut maak~ampa aak mookang ingana! Let's do a dance in the house (where the 
dead person lived). 

muuy n. cousin (cross cousin). See: Appendix I. 

ITIU uy many n. cousin who is much younger than oneself, or still is a child. 

muuyanchin n. cousin. 

m UW n. Variant: minh muw. Sulphur-Crested Cockatoo (Cacatua galerita). Often called White Cocky. Large white cockatoo with forward 
curling yellow crest. Can be seen in pairs or larger numbers up to large flocks. It often feeds on the ground and perches in dead 
frees. Has a raucous screech. Nests high in hollowed eucalypts. Also known as minh chaan-chaan. Categoiy: Birds. 

muyampungan tv. Usage: avoidance, break. Syn: thuthan, pipan. 

m uy pak n. bullroarer, piece of wood shaped like kayaman but thinner, hung and spun on string kuuy miich). It can be heard from afar. It 
must not be seen by women or uninitiated boys or men. Categoiy: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

m U'am adj. big, solid (person). 

aak m U'am n. a major camping spot for a group, or a favourite spot that people come to for fishing etc. 
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N - n 

naakanak dem. towards that way (mid-distance); in that direction; for that goal or purpose. 

nal adj. tired. Ngay nal iiyangana, puth aak kecham iiy-iiyangweya. I'm really tired from a long journey. Ngay kemp 
nalweya, yaam ke'anang thinhanath~an ngayanga! I'm so tired, stop worrying me. 

nalantam dem. belonging to that one close by,from that person close by,because of that person close by. 

nalantan dem. to that one,for that one close by. See: alantan. 

nalantang dem. with that person close by; in that (vehicle); on someone's body (or body part). 

nalangaman dem. that same one close by (did something to someone); with that same one close by; in that same one close by. 
nalangatl dem. that one (person or animal close by) (did something to someone); in that close by; with that close by. 
nal-nalantam dem. belonging to those ones close by; from those ones close by; because of those ones close by. 
nal-nalantan dem. to those ones,for those ones close by. 
nal-nalantang dem. with those persons close by. 

nal-nalangan dem. those ones (people or animals close by) (did something to someone). 

nam n. Variant : may nam. large round hairy yam, needs lots of rinsing when cooked, due to its being salty and 
bitter .Category: Food. Syn: may ka'ar. See: may waththiy; may waap. 

namanam dem. from that thing (close by); from there close by; from that time on (not long ago) because of that reason, 
namp n. name. 

aak namp wichAN tv. state a time or a place. 

namp-kemiy n. used to address someone named after grandfather on father's side. 

namp-ngech n. used to address someone named after his grandfather on mother's side. 

n a m P - P i i P n. used to address a boy who is named after his father. 

namp-piny n. used to address a girl who is named after father's sister. 

namp-puul n. used to address someone named after his father's father. 

namp-Wliny n. used to address someone named after older brother. 

namp kuutan n. the name spoken at the time a baby's placenta is delivered (a series of names are called till the placenta 
comes) - which then becomes one of the names for the child also. 

namp many n. a family or clan name, which each person is given. 

namp pi'an n. important family (totemic) name, which each person is given. 

namp wichan tv. state a name (e.g. baby's or one's own name). Namp wich nungkarakamana, nint wee'a? Say what your 
name is? 

namp yaan n. nickname, a name given playfully and referring to a person's physical peculiarities (including deformities), 
mannerisms etc. e.g. yangan wak a nickname for an old woman with lank, straight hair like grass, ma' thak a 
nickname for a left-handed person. 

nam pan tv. rub (e.g. rub out mistakes in paper or book, or rub skin when sore, kemp nampan. Ngayang nath weech- 

weechiya, yap alangan ngayang nath opar alangana pungkan namp-nampiy ngayang. If I'm sick, the sister 
might rub my knee with medicine. 

namp-ngaln n. tongue. Category: Body Parts and Products. Usage: avoidance. Syn: thaa'nganth. 

nan dem. that one or that thing close by,there close by. 
nan keny loc. up there (not so far up), 
nan pek toe. down there (not too far), 
nan yoon dem. just outside. 
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nanam dem. right there (not far away), 
nanan dem. that one close by; there close by. 
nanangaman dem. those same ones close by. 
nanangan dem. those ones close by. 

nan man dem. the same one,at that same time (before); that's all. 

nanman kan that's all. 

nan-nanman dem. that very same one or thing close by. Ngay nan-nanman ngaantam-ngeeyang. I'm thinking of the 
very same thing. 

nan-ngul dem. already left for over there. See: an-ngul. 

nanpal Variant: also said as 'nanpalan'. dem. from that (close by),so,from there,from that time,because of that reason. Than 
ke' maany thathiythan ngul yukan ya' wayam nanpalan than puth ke'am ngul thathin. Than puth yotaman 
aakak koyam ngul iiyin. They were going to watch a film, but the projector broke down so they didn't see it. They all 
went home. 

nanpalan See: nanpal. 

nanpalaniya dem. after that time not long ago; from that place close by; because of that, 
nanthapekan tv. get a lot of meat or fish, 
nang dem. in or on there. 

nangam dem. right there close by; there to stay, 
nangan dem. on that,in that close by. 
nangman dem. there in or on that (same) place close by. 
nang-ngul dem. there in that place close by. 
narpan iv. Usage: avoidance, put. Syn: wunpan. 
nath 1 adx. might,maybe. 

nath 2 adv. away, faraway. Puy nath iiy. He went off somewhere. Puy kech nath iiya ngul nath wampow 
kinchwayangana. He's gone off, maybe a fair way, maybe he'll come back this afternoon. 

nath-konchanang uwan (nunang) tpy. a girl getting periods, menstruate. Sy«: aak-wayang uwan nunang. 

nechan adj. Usage: avoidance. 1 • full (with food). 

2 • big, fat. Syn: thipathiy, kempathiy. lithun nechanwey a! Pur' weny-wenyana! He has a full tummy! He can 
hardly walk. 

nechan tv. Usage: avoidance, poke,stab,jab (e.g. with sharp stick). Ngay ngul yukang nintang nech~anga nhengk- 
peempanang. I'll jab you with this knife. Syn: thu'an. 

nek n. Usage: avoidance, name. Syn: namp. 

nenchan tv. call nicknames (e.g. yangk many 'skinny legs', mee'athiy 'big eyes', tha' kontathiy 'big ankles', pungk ngulathiy 'big 
knees', mun kemp ke'anang 'small behind'). 

nenchanan /v. join together. Nint ngatharang nenchan~ana. Join me for company. Karpam nenchanin. They sat together 
in groups. 

nenchanathan tv. mix together (dry or moist items or ingredients) for cooking or carrying,or join or mix people together (e.g. 
join an orphan child to a family). Puk manyiy um anangana an-ngul kal thanang, nenchanathan thanang puk 
many nungantam al-alantangan thampa. He brought the orphaned children there, and joined them with his own 
children. May thuutana nangman nenchanath~an may ngaanhang nangman, puth paath ya' ngula pok- 
pokappangan kalila may thuutana. Mix the milk and the sugar together because we haven't any tin to take them 
separately. 

nhaaliy Variant: minh nhaaliy. n. Sand Mullet; and Tallegalane (myxus elongatus). These fish are good eating and are usually 
caught by spearing or netting. They are good bait for the bigger fish of the estuary. Found in brackish, estuary and ocean 
waters. Category: Fish. 
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nham n. Usage: avoidance, mud. Syn: pip. Nham michangan ke' uk~ana! Don't step in that soft mud! 
nhanth n. bits. 

I at nhanth paper bits. Lat nhanth anangan maay~an thanang, a' thumang thee'~an, yipam penchayn 
thumanga. Pick up all the paper rubbish and burn it. 

may nhanth n. crumbs, or food already beaten or ground (e.g. grain). Category: Food. 

minh nhanth n. minced meat. Categoiy: Food. 

nhanthathan tv. break into bits,beat up (e.g. may ow. Lat yaam ke' nhanthathiy ee! Aak way yumpaniy a! Don't keep 
tearing the paper into bits. You're making a mess. 

nhanth-nhantham adv. all in pieces. Kek nungkaram nhanth-nhantham pip-pipa! Your spear was broken into bits, 
nhengk n. son; or daughter of a man (a man calls his own children by this term); brother's children. See: Appendix I. 

nhengk n. Usage: avoidance, edible animal; meat,fish; and other protein 

food. Syn: minh. Syn: minh. Syn: minh. Syn: minh. Syn: minh. Syn: minh. 

nhengk chiiny-chiiny n. Usage: avoidance, rat. Category: Animals. Syn: minh kal. 
nhengk kaal'-we'ara n. frilled lizard. Category: Animals, tenge: avoidance. Syn: minh ponchath. 
nhengk thutampak n. wallaby. Category: Animals, tenge: avoidance. Syn: minh pangk. 
nhengk tung-tung n. swamp turtle. Category: Fish. Usage: avoidance. Syn: minh punchiy. 
nhengk yit n. goanna, big, brown and yellow spots. Categoiy: Animals. Usage: avoidance. Syn: minh thech. 
nhengk-kench n. prospective or present son-in-law. 
nhengk-peempan n. knife. 

nhepan n. egg. Categoiy: Food. Nhepanang nyiin-nyiin pal kenyuwa, puk manyak pichathowweya. The broody chookis 
sitting on her eggs waiting for them to hatch. 

nhiich n. Variant: yuk nhiich. tree type which grows on beach locations and is very much like yuk keelp, but the fruit is 
different, white, and tough. Dogs eat the fruit. Dye is produced from the scraped bark of the root of the 

tre e. Category: Plants. 

nhinthan n. Variant: minh nhinthan. pig. Categoiy: Animals, 
nhinthan-waangk-kalan n. windpipe. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products, 
nhok n. groin. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

nhok thiith n. lump in groin. 

nhok thon (ngul) on the other hand. Ngay ma’ workang, workangam ma' ump-umpan ngayang. Ngay ke' nhok 

pal-puy iiy-iiyang, nhok thon ana, nhok thon iikanak ey! I'm burdened with work, pulled this way and that, with 
lots to do. 

nhok Wakan thathan tv. 1 • bend over and look through between legs. 

2 • look at groin area. 

nhok we'aram thanan n. stand legs apart. 

nhok yaarkathan tv. separate into different groups (and then go in different directions) e.g. a group maybe going on the 
Landing road, and then they might separate, some going to Cheengkang, some to Ubun, and some to the Landing. 

nhomp n. Variant: minh nhomp. Wedge-Tailed Eagle (Aquila audax). A huge brown-black eagle with strong beak and wedge 
shaped tail. Often perches on dead trees. Not often seen now. Can be confused with juvenile/immature White-Breasted 
Sea Eagle minh kang-kang). Also called minh thepalang, but this is an archaic term. Categoiy: Birds. 

nhoom n. bushfh-e. Syn: waampar. 

nhoonchathan n rub. 

nhung-nhung adv. left alone. Thaa' nhung-nhung, too want thanang. He doesn't want them, he left them alone. Puk 

nhung-nhung ema! Puth puk many um-keny wanta! The child grew up'alone'(i.e. without his father). He left him 
when he was very young, still not sitting up. 

nhuuman tv. Usage: avoidance, smell. Syn: nhuuthan. 
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nhuuth n. as in: minh nhuuth. stingray or shark meat. Name given to specially prepared flesh of rays and certain sharks. Flesh 
is cooked and rinsed in water and squeezed out until all the moisture is out. The liver is placed on a bed of flesh which is 
then wrapped around it to make a loaf. The loaf is wrapped in titree bark and cooked, when needed, in the 
ashes. Category: Food. 

nhuuthan tv. smelhsniff. Usage: said by some as nguuthan or nuuthan. See: nuuthan. 

nhuuyan adv. over and over many times, usually to do with adultery. Nip nhuuyan yaam ke' maarich kee'owa! Don't be 
constantly playing up together! Nip nhuuyan yaam ke' maarich kee'owa! Don't be constantly playing up together! 

mun-nhuuyan adv. all the time, especially referring to meeting for adultery. 

nhuuyanaman iv. do something over and over. Nil nhuuyanaman nungantakama! He wants her all the time. Nip 

ngeenak nhuuyanmanip a? Latan ump-umpanip nip-niparakaman ee? Why do you two keep writing letters all 
the time to each other? 

niich As in: As in: As in: 

niiy /> i. you (all), 
niiyalang pn. hey, you all! 
niiyaleey pn. hey, you all! 
niiyalooy pn. hey, you all! 

niiyam pn. you all. 

niiyant pn. to you all; for you all; yours (plural) (short form), 
niiyantakam pn. yourselves (plural). 

n iiyantam pn. yours (plural);from you (plural); because of you (plural). 

niiyantang pn. with you (plural),on you (plural). 

niiyang pm. you all. 

niiyangar pn. you (all)-mine. 

niiy-niiy it's up to you, this is your thing. 

niiy-niiyam pn. all you on your own, by yourselves. 

niiy-niiyant pn. for yourselves. 

n i I pn. he,she,it. 

nil yimanam and so it continued in that way. Wanch koman ananiya ngaa'-weenth, nil kaangk aak ngutang anman 
iiy-iiyow, pam woyampiy nungantamakan, nil yimanam. That young woman is fond of the dark, she always likes 
to go to her lover at night, that's how she always acts. 

nilam pn. he,she,it. 

nilar pn. he-mine,he or she who is in a special relationship to me, either a relative or friend (e.g. husband/wife, children or 
mates). 

nil-niiyant pn. he-yours (plural). 

nil-nil adj. different, unique. Ayyang, an puk many kaa’wal nil-nila! Hey, that child's face looks different. 

nil-nilam pn. he, she, it on their own,by himself, herself or itself. 

nil-nipar pn. he-yours (dual). 

nil-nungant pn. he-his, he-hers, she-hers, she-his. 

nil-ngampar pn. he-ours (inclusive). 

nil-ngant pn. he-ours (exclusive). 

nil-pulant pn. he-theirs(dual). 

nil-thant pn. he-theirs. 

n i IU n g k pn. he-yours (singular). 
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flint pn. you (one person), 
nintam pn. you (one person), 
nintang pn. you (one person), 
nintangar pn. you-mine. 
nintar pn. you-mine. 

ninth an n. back. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
ninth an kaanch backbone. 

ninthan Usage: As in some phrases describing marriage relationships. Usage: As in some phrases describing marriage 

relationships. Usage: As in some phrases describing marriage relationships. Usage: As in some phrases describing 
marriage relationships. 

ninthan-maany n. spirit-image of person recently dead. Walks behind people, who cannot see him but can hear the rustling 
noises - or they may see evidence of the spirits in some other way. When these spirits are sung to at the kaa'-kuchan 
ceremony they are called and then sent to their story (totem) places, or other areas as their final resting places where 
they then stay and appear no more to people. Sometimes this term is shortened to maany. Category: Ceremony and 
Dreaming. Syn: oony, minchalam. 

ninthan-ngaanh n. high places (e.g. high bank, high ridge). 

ninthan-pathalang adv, adj. stubborn, sulky (does not like being laughed at). Ninthan-pathalang wanttak iiyan aa?Why 
are you stubbornly continuing to do this? 

nint-nint pn. you (go your own way), it's up to you. 

nint-nintam pn. you (singular) on your own,by yourself. 

nint-nungant pn. you-his. 

nint-pulant pn. you-theirs (dual). 

nint-thant pn. you-theirs (plural). 

flip pn. you two. 

nipalang pn. hey, you two. 

nipaleey pn. hey, you two. 

nipalooy pn. hey, you two. 

n i p a m pn. you two. 

nipang pn. you two. 

nipangar pn. you two-mine. 

n i par pn. to you two,for you two,yours (dual) - short form, 
niparakam pn. yourselves (two). 

n i param pn. yours (two), from you two; because of you two. 
n i p a ra n g pn. with you two; on you two. 
nip-nipam n. you two on your own; by yourselves, 
nip-nipar pn. for yourselves (emphatic). 

n iyal n. mother's younger brother,locally called 'poison uncle' and 'small uncle'. Syn: kaal. 

nochaman iv. settle down (e.g. after an upset or wild behaviour),quieten down,settle down to feel familiar with someone. Kan 
nochama! He's soothed now (e.g. baby after crying). Nil kan nocham ngathar, nil ke'-paal ke' winynyang mo'iy 
ngatharam. He's settled down with me and so therefore he won't be frightened of me. Nil kan-ngul nochamow ee! 
Popam nyiinow ee! Yaam ke'anang yuup iiyow ee! Popam kan nyiinow a! She should settle down and stop 
roaming around and stay at home. (Used of a young woman who is always after men, playing up.) 

nochathan tv. settle someone down (e.g. children, drunks, after fighting),settle a fever or illness. Oparang thip kan nochath 
ngayang. That medicine has settled my stomach. 
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nonham n. Variant: kich nonham. bush torch, made of titree bark, tied up and smashed at one end. Used for fishing for 
bonefish at night minh walkalan). Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Than ngeen-wiy 
nonhamang ngutang iiyayna minh walkalanaka. The hunters will go out tonight after bonefish, with their bush 
torches. 

nony adj. beaten up fine (e.g. may ow). 
nony piikan tv. beat until soft and fine. 

nonyakam piikan tv. beat until soft and fine. Nonyakam piik~an may owana! Keep beating until really fine (no longer 
lumpy). 

nonyathan tv. beat or crush up or grind up until soft and fine (e.g. titree bark). Syn: nhanthathan. 
nOO' nOO' (peey-peeyan) onom. howl of a dog at night. Category: Sounds. 

noyan n. healer (good witchdoctor), also used now for; doctor e.g. white doctor. The healer aims to cure, and this includes 

attempting to undo the work of sorcerers. The healer may bring spirits with him e.g. his two dwarfs komp kath) to help 
the person with good medicine and sometimes he will pull out bad medicine. He may suck out bad blood. A person's 
spirit maany) may come close so the witchdoctor can study it and see how he got sick e.g. from sorcery, or from 
poisonous medicine. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

minh noyan n. meat that cures you if you get sick, especially minh wuk 'flying fox'. The flying fox was considered to 
originally be a healer, a good witchdoctor. 

nilkan n. Variant: yuk nukan. Grass Tree (Xanthorrhoea johnsonii). Northern forest grass tree. Found near Archer River. 

Produces a red gum which is used for polishing spear shafts. Category: Grasses, 
nunang pn. him,her,it. 
nunangal pn. he-ours (dual), 
nunangar pn he-mine. 
nunk onom. cough, 
n u n k t h awa n tv. to cough, 
nung pn. Usage: short form of nungant. 
nungamang pn. himself,herself,itself. 

n U ngant pn. to him, to her, to it; for him, for her, for it; his, hers, its (short form of nungantam. 
nungantakam pn. himself,herself,itself. 

nungantam pn. his,hers,its;from him, or her or it;because of him, her, it. 
n U ng an tang pn. with him, her, or it,on him, her, or it. 
nungantar pn. his-mine,her-mine. 

nungapan adj, adv. to be still. Syn: popam. Ma' nungapan pi'a, ngeenak ma' yuup-yuupamangan e? Keep your hands 
still, why are you fiddling? 

nungk pn. Usage: short form of nungkar. 

nungkamang pn. yourself. 

nungkar pn. to you,for you,yours (short form). 

nungkarakam pn. yourself. 

nungkaram pn. yours, from you, because of you. 

nungkarang pn. with you, on you. 

nungk-nungkar pn. for yourself. 

nungkway conj. although, regardless of the fact,even though. Nungkway nint way yumpangan ngant-a, puth ngan 
nintang ke' piikina. Even though you're doing wrong to us, we won't hit you. 

nung-nung(ant) pn. that's his (own). An nung-nung, wanta! That's his. Leave it alone! 
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nungumpan n. Variant: minh nungumpan. n. Estuary Rock Cod, and Gold Spot Cod (Epinephelus taurina) locally called 

rock cod. This fish grows to 2m and 250kg but is commonly caught at 2-15kg. It readily takes bait and abounds around 
offshore rocks and snags. It is very good eating. Found in brackish, estuary and ocean 
water. Category: Fish.5>«. angkarathan. 

nuumpan tv. hurt. Yakkey! Ke'a ngayang nuump~ana! Wench poch yippaka! Help! Don't hurt me! I'm still sore, 
nuuthan tv. smell,sniff. 

may thaa' min nuuthan/ngUUthAN tv. mouth-waters e.g. when one smells beautiful food, 
pam awal nuuthan/nguuthAN tv. (a woman who) is attracted to a man or men. See: awal. 
nuuyaman iv. Usage: avoidance, bathe. Syn: muunchan. 
nuuyamathan tv. Usage: avoidance, bathe someone. Syn: muunchathan. 

ngaach adv. still a long way to go; still a fair while to go in doing something (e.g. making a string bag, a football game). Ngan 
ngaach yippak footballan kee'-kee'anan. We'll be playing football for a while yet. Ngal dictionary ngaach ump- 
umpanal. We have a lot of work to do on this dictionary yet. Aak yippak kech, ngaach yippak iiy-iiy~amp. The 

place is far off yet, we've got a fair way to go. 

ngaakan tv. bury (food) for cooking (e.g. yams, stingrays, damper, sharkfish and other fish are often cooked in this way). 

kurkang ngaakAN n. cook in ashes. 

ngaaln-weenan iv. interested, fascinated (e.g. maybe sitting quietly listening). Ngay ngaaln-ween-weenang lat 

aakanakan. I'm really interested in this book. Ngay ngaaln-ween-weenang nil anan yump-yumpana. I'm very 
interested in what he's doing. 

ngaanch n. bottom (person's). Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: mun. 
ngaanch wal n. Usage: avoidance, buttocks. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: mun wal. 
ngaanh n. Usage: avoidance, (black) soil. Category: Geography. Syn: chil. Syn: chil. Syn: chil. Syn: chil. 
aak ngaanh n. sand, ground. Category: Geography, 
may ngaanh n. sugar. 

ninthan-ngaanh n. high places e.g. high ridge, high bank, 
ngaant pukaman iv. Usage: avoidance, go to sleep. Syn: weep wunan. Syn: weep wunan. 

waarkan ngaant adj. sleepy. Syn: mee' weep, 
ngaantam-ngeeyan tv. think,understand,realize,believe,decide,evaluate. 

koyam ngul ngaantam ngeeyAN tv change mind back again, think back. 
ngaantam-ngeeyAN (ngatharakam) v. think (to myself), 
putham ngul ngaantam ngeeyAN n. change mind. 

ngaantiyongk n. handsome spirits, who visit in the form of men, and go two by two. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

ngaap n. outer vagina. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: pu'. 

ngaap momp n. uterus, baby's nest. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: pu' momp. 

ngaap UUyan n. vaginal opening. 

ngaapan thee'an tv. jump over a person (this is thought to bring bad luck); miss something that is next in line e.g. perhaps 
someone maybe checking all the houses, and might miss one. 

ngaap-(ngaap)an tv. threaten e.g. someone may act as if to hit you but doesn't, or predictably is blocked by a relative just at 
the last moment. Nil ngaap-ngaapan nintang ke' chintiy nintanga, puth ya'a. He's threatening to spear you, but 
he isn't going to. Ngay ke' ngaaping, ngay ngul kan-kanam theping nintanga. I won't hold back, I'll truly hit you. 

ngaarp adj. just a few, not much. Ngan uuy ya'a, ngan chil ngaarpang. We're not a big family, there's only a few of us. may 
ngaarpang not much food. Lat inangan chil ngaarp. There are just a few books. Ngan uuy ya'a, ngan chil 
ngaarpang. We're not a big family, there's only a few of us. may ngaarpang not much food. Lat inangan chil 
ngaarp. There are just a few books. 
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wal ngaarp small group (or set). Syn: chil yot. 

ngaarpang adv. As in: mee' ngaarpang. for company. Mee' ngaarpang ngamp. You're here with us for company. Ngamp 
mee' ngaarpangak. Let's go together for company. Nint pal iiy~an, mee' ngaarpang ngatha. Come here and be 
company for me. 

ngaat n. spider. Category: Insects. 

ngaat n. side (of person's body, or house, etc),corner. Category: Body Parts and Products. Niiy ke' ngaatangan nyiin~ana, 
niiy menhang angan ep nyiin~ana, puth niiy ngul enchana. Don't sit on the side (of the truck), sit in the middle, 
or else you might fall out. Niiy ke’ ngaatangan nyiin~ana, niiy menhang angan ep nyiin~ana, puth niiy ngul 
enchana. Don't sit on the side (of the truck), sit in the middle, or else you might fall out. Niiy ke' ngaatangan 
nyiin~ana, niiy menhang angan ep nyiin~ana, puth niiy ngul enchana. Don't sit on the side (of the truck), sit in 
the middle, or else you might fall out. 

man ngaat Variant: also said as 'thaa' ngaat'. n. throat, the place where the tongue joins the throat, uvular 

area .Category: Body Parts and Products. 

thaa' ngaat n.See: man ngaat. 

ngaat we'ar adj. square,wide. Aawuch ngaat we'ar thanan. That's a big square house. Kemp ngaat we'ar. He's a wide 
person. 

ngaatam adv. on the side; on one's or its side, ngaatam wunpan put something on its side, ngaatam wun-wunan sleep or 
lie on one's side. 

ngaatang adv. on the side,in the corner, ngaatang kalan carry a child on one's side, ngaatang wunpan put (it) in the corner. 

ngaathan As in: As in: As in: As in: 

ngaay n. lightning, 
ngaa' n. darkness. 

aak mee' ngaa' eyes dark, cannot see properly (might be because of a blackout or fainting, or because the place is dark), 
aak ngaa' n. dark place, no lights, 
koch ngaa' n. gecko. Category .Animals, 
mee' ngaa' adv. cannot see clearly, vision blurred, head dizzy, 
ngaa' nyim adj. pitch dark night or sky dark from a storm about to start, or dark inside a house, 
ngaa'thon temp, another day. 
ngaa' thon-thonang temp, every day,daily. 

ngaa'am chintan ipv. starting to get dark, around 6-7pm aak ngaa' kan-ngul chint). 
ngaa'menhang temp, middle of night, very late, around l-3am. Syn: aak ting-ting, 
ngaa'tham temp, tomorrow,also used for morning. 

ngaa'th iyangam temp, first thing in the morning,early morning. Ngaa'thiyangam nguch~ampa, minhaka! Let's go 
hunting early in the morning! 

ngak n. water. Syn: chang, ukal. 

ngak apalech n. clear, calm, glassy water in the dry season (salt water). 

ngak Chang peyan iv. water jumping into a boat, canoe or dinghy in a storm, or even just when travelling in a dinghy in 
good water. 

ngak chuur ukan iv. spring water flowing and bubbling, 
ngak erkanth iy n. slimy water (e.g. swampy water, almost green). 

ngak iimpan a. big tide. Ngak iimpan pi'an kan mat, in-ngul kenya. That was a huge tide. (This would be describing the 
tides towards Christmas, during the wet season.) 

ngak ingk tt. fresh water (water that we drink, bathe in). Also used for tea without sugar or an unsweetened drink. 

ngak kaam n. when the tide comes up on the plain, it leaves small shallow lagoons of salt water. The ducks like to sit there and 
feed. This is a good time for shooting them. 
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ngak kaap peeyan iv. to thunder, prior to a big storm. Category: Time. 

ngak kan uk-ukan tv. tide goes out. 

ngak kurk n. muddy water. 

ngak lokath n. brackish water, very clear looking. 

ngak mee' n. well water. Ngak mee' pich-pichan. The well water is bubbling. 

ngak mee' thintan n. spring water which does not dry up. 

ngak melmen n. Usage: avoidance, waterhole. Syn: ngak pantam. 

ngak min n. good water,fresh water. Sometimes used as an alternative form to ngak yee'. 

ngak ngew n. whirlpool (strong current). 

ngak ngunch n. black rain clouds, when rain is very close. 

ngak nguntham n. salt water. 

ngak ool water found in the dry season in 'containers' stuck in the branches of yuk ool. These containers are like ik and get 
filled with rain water. 

ngak paamp n. swamp. Category: Geography. 

ngak pach n. clear water like ngak apalech (so clear that one can see the bottom); fresh or salt water in rivers, swamps, 
waterholes, etc. 

ngak pantam rr. well water,waterhole. 

ngak peeyan iv. to thunder. Begins in thurpak season and becomes more frequent in the um kaapak season, especially in the 
evenings and night time. Thunder is still about in the onchan wayath season but in this season it comes from the east, 
whereas in the kaap season it comes from the west. Category: Time. See: ngak kaap peeyan; ngak uu peeyan. 

ngak pi'pench tide has really gone out. 

ngak poch n. sea water, salt or brackish. 

ngak punth n. creek, small river (fresh or salt). Category: Geography. Syn: kikkiy. 

ngak theep n. soap suds,or soapy-looking water, such as is seen at low tide. Also used to describe waves breaking, ngak theep 
ik-ikathan. 

theep-theepiy adj. very foamy suds. 

ngak theth n. dew,spray of water,a few drops of water falling or slight shower before heavy rain. During the onchan min 

season there are frequently heavy dews in the evenings and early mornings. This encourages regrowth of burnt out areas 
to be fairly rapid. The dews continue into the next season kayaman maal) but are not so heavy. Ngak theth ukan 
kana.A dew has fallen. Ngak theth chang pey-peyan, dinghy umangana! Water is spraying into the dinghy. 

ngak thok n. steam (as from a boiling kettle),steamy haze caused by heavy rain. Ngak thok pent-pent, ngak um-menham 
anpalan. Steam is coming out of the water (e.g. of billycan). Ngak rain thok-thokiy ukan. The heavy rain is 
steaming up the place so that you can't see. 

ngak thu ngk n. water in swelling on side of titrees. Drinkable, can be obtained by striking with stick or axe. 
ngak ukan h. to rain, 
ngak Uth n. shallow water. 

ngak UU peeyan iv. to thunder, at first proper wet season storm. Category: Time. 

ngak uunthan tv. fill up with water. Ngak uuntha! Fill up the billycan! Ngak in uunth-uunthan dinghy umangana! The 
dinghy is full of water (maybe from having leaks). Paamp(ang) in ngak kan uuntha! The swamp is full up with rain 
water. 

ngak way n. bad water, also used for alcoholic drink, beer, spirits etc. 

ngak woo' n. sight and sound of rain coming towards us (often very white). Ngak woo' nanpal wamp-wampan, kana! The 
storm is coming from over there. 

ngak yeelal n. waves,ripples. Ngak yeelalang thuchathan. He's swamped in the sea (maybe drowned). 
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ngak yee' n. fresh water coming down the rivers, due to rainwater, and driving out the salt water in the rivers during January, 
February and sometimes into March and April. Ngak yee' tends to be muddy or murky, compared with ngak lokath 
which is very clear. Initially the salt and fresh waters are both there almost as if they are fighting for supremacy, until 
eventually the water becomes completely fresh. 

ngakam uthaman n. to thirst. 

ngakang kan maayan tv. high tide. 

aak ngakang maayAN tv. to be in flood. 

ngak-ngakam adv. watery. Can be used to describe weak tea or milk or cordial, or watery diarrhoea, 
ngak-ngakiy adv. soaking wet. 
ngal pn. you and I, we (two). 

ngangk ngal close friends. See: ngangk ngal. 
ngalam pn. we (two). 

ngalamp pn. term of address to someone with same big name or totem. See: Appendix I. 
ngal am pan tv. Usage: avoidance, hear. Syn: ngeeyan. 

ngalant pn. to us (you and me); for us (you and me); ours (yours and mine) - short form. 

ngalantakam pn. ourselves (you and me). 

ngalantam pn. ours (yours and mine),from us,because of us. 

ngalantang pn. with us; on us. 

n g a I a n g pn. us (you and me). 

ngala! Let's go! (you and I). 

ngalk-ngalkan adj, adv. excited about food and really wanting it. Ngay ngalk-ngalkan ween-weenangan may 

minhakana. I've really become excited about that food. Mayak ngalk-ngalkan peyangana. You're rushing in 
impatiently for food. 

ngalk-ngalkanang adv. excitedly (e.g. while buying stores, might get over-excited and overdo it and have to put some 
back). 

ngaln As in: As in: As in: 

ngal-ngal pn. it's up to us two, this is our thing (e.g. to go fishing or to the strip), 
ngal-ngalam pn. we (two) by ourselves. 

ngal-ngalant pn. really ours. 

ngalp n. Variant: thul ngalp. flat wide woomera mostly made by Northern people. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. 

ngalp-ngalpan n. spirits that go in pairs (they are brothers). They live in the mangroves and carry long spears with drawings 
on them, and big flat woomeras. They look like people and have long noses, straight figures and fat arms and legs. They 
have red skin and black hair and tatoos on the arms, which are drawings of orchids. The younger one is bad, and is no 
man's friend. The older one is kind, and tries to stop the younger one from making trouble. Category: Ceremony and 
Dreaming. Syn: yoch-yochiy. 

ngamp pn. we. 

ngamp yotam everyone of us. 

ngampam pn. we. 
n gam pang pn. us. 

n g am par pn. to us,for us,ours (short form). 
ngamparakam pn. ourselves, 
ngamparam pn. ours,from us,because of us. 
n gam parang P n. with us,on us. 
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ngampa! let's go! 

ngamp-ngamp pn. it's up to us; this is our thing, 
ngamp-ngampam pn. we by ourselves, 
ngamp-ngampar pn. really ours, 
ngan pn. we (but not you), 
nganam pn. we (but not you), 
nganang pn. us. 

ngan-ngan pn. it's up to us; this is our thing, 
ngan-nganam pn. we by ourselves. 

ngant pn. to us (but not you),for us (but not you),ours (but not yours), 
nganth n. light (bush torch, firelight, etc). 

nganth meenathAN tv. to shine a light, 
thum nganth «. firelight. 

nganthalaman iv. Variant: thaa'-nganthalam. mispronounce words, maybe because person speaks with an accent or speaks 
too fast and runs words together or because he or she has a speech impediment. 

nganthaliy adj. Variant: thaa'-nganthaliy. a person who mispronounces words. See: nganthalaman. 

ngant-ngant pn. really ours (but not yours), 

nganttakam pn. ourselves. 

nganttam pn. ours (but not yours),from us,because of us. 
nganttang pn. with us (but not you),on us (but not you). 

ngangk n. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

1 • heart and stomach area. 

2 • soul. Ngangk kemiyang(akan). 1 love my grandchildren. 

ngangk akangam thanan iv. 1 • guilty feelings, fast heart beat, due to being afraid of being found out after doing 
something wrong e.g. stealing, adultery. 

2 • scared, e.g. in a fight, or when someone is threatening to fight you, or e.g. scared of meeting up with something 
dangerous like a snake, or of meeting an important person. Ngay ngangk akangam than-thanang pam 
ngatharamang kan wik many ngeey. I'm scared, because my husband has heard what I've done (e.g. adultery). 

ngangk athamayan thee'an tv. sigh. 

ngangk chaapar(am) adj, adv. happiness because of close friendship (of relatives or friends). Category: Mood and 

Character. Ngangk chaapar wampathan ngathara, puth nint palam wampana. You've brought me the happiness 
(of true friendship) because you've come. 

ngangk ek n. shoulder blade. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ngangk ench adv. feel sad because someone you love dearly is far away or dead. Concern is felt for loved ones far away lest 

they be hurt or suffer severe punishment. Puk many ngatharaman yaam ke’ wun-wunow nathana, ngangk ench 
want ngayang, ngay kaangk ke' yimanangana. My child shouldn't stay away long, I'm sad and lonely for him 
(because I love him dearly). I don't like this. Ayyang, nilwey ya' wantanya, ngaywey ngangk ench 
nungantam.He's gone away and I'm sad and lonely for him (because I love him dearly). 

ngangk etchanaman iv. heart beats wildly (from anger e.g. maybe someone is talking about one). 

ngangk ikan iv. get a fright (e.g. from watching a fight),be aghast,be horrified,be troubled (e.g. because ofbad news). Ngay 
ngangk ikanga puy ngul nath pekwayn. I'm frightened lest they fight over there. Ngay ngangk ikanga puy ngul 
nath pekwayn. I'm frightened lest they fight over there. 

ngangk ikanam thathAN tv. watch in a frightened way. 

ngangk ikathan tv. frighten someone (e.g. if someone comes behind someone and pokes him or her). 
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ngangk kuchan iv. cool down from anger,or calm down after a fight or argument. Syn: ngangk nochaman. Ngayang 

want~ana! Ngay ngangk kuch~anga! Ngay yippak man kul thampanga. Leave me alone! Let me settle down! 

I'm still angry. 

ngangk kuchar adj. calm. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk kul adv. really angry; anger in one's heart. Category: Mood and Character, Mood and Character. Ngangk kul ke' 
pi'-pi'~an pam alantan. Don't be angry with that man. Syn: man kul. 

ngangk kulangam adv. really angry. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk kulliy adj. really wild (person),angry and violent. Category: Mood and Character. Nint pam ngangk kulliy ey? 
Nint pam mulathan keenkaniy ey? Are you a really violent person? Have you been a murderer? 

ngangk kuunch adj, adv. brotherly and sisterly love; real love and care between each other. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk kuupaman iv. feel glad. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk lul'Hul') thawan iv. be longing and alert for chances to get something you want e.g. food, strong drink. 

ngangk maakan tpv. be full up with food. Yaa, ngay kan ngangk maakanya, oth ngula! Minh may yot 
mungkangana! Oh I'm full! I've eaten too much food. 

ngangk maal adj. cooled or settled down after a fight or argument. 

ngangk maalaman iv. calm down after anger. 

ngangk maalathan tv. calm someone down after he has been angry (e.g. if a husband and wife have been fighting, and still 
feel resentful or offended later, someone might advise the wife as follows:) Nint aakanak iiy~an nungant, ngangk 
maalath~an nunang. Go to him and calm him down. 

ngangk maayan iv used to refer to God taking a person at death. 

ngangk min (wunan) adj. happy. 

ngangk minangam iiyan (nungant) iv. behave towards someone in a loving way. 

ngangk minangam pi'-pi'an (nunang) tv look after someone really well and lovingly. 

ngangk min(angam) adv. lovingly,willingly. 

ngangk mungkan tpv. be consumed with passion or desire for something or someone, good or bad (e.g. lovely things, a 
woman). Category: Mood and Character. Nil puk thonam mee' aak-aakanakan iiy-iiy may lollies=akan, 
nunang ngangk mungk-mungkan may al-alangan. That child kept turning his eyes to the lollies; he was filled 
with longing for them. 

ngangk mupam pi'an iv. keep secretly (in one's heart). Nint wik pi'~ana, ngangk mupam pi'~ana. Keep that word 
secret, keep it inside your heart. 

ngangk nip you (two) are close friends. See: ngangk ngal. 

ngangk ngal we (two) are close friends. Nint yaam ke'anang ngeengk~an ngayanga, ngay puth wiyantang ke' 

ngangk thayanaming, ngal puth ngangk ngala(m). Don't stay away long from me. You and I are close friends and 
I'm not at home with other people. 

ngangk ngamp we (all) are close friends. See: ngangk ngal. 

ngangk ngan we (but not you) are close friends. See: ngangk ngal. 

ngangk nyep n. one's nerves,but some refer to it as 'soul',and others again as the essential heartbeat area. Ke' ngayang 

ngangk nyep winy-winynyath~ana! Don't frighten my ghost (i.e. don't frighten me and make me nervous). Ngangk 
nyep ke' puch engkamath~an ngayanga! Don't set my nerves on edge! 

ngangk nyep wunan iv. be really sick. Nil nQanQk nyep nQuI wun - wunana, nQamp kon wun^amp thon3.k3.m3.. He's 
critically ill, we'll be waiting for news. 

ngangk nyom adv. Variant: followed by verbs'thawan'or'weeman/weenan'. be happy, relieved (e.g. may hear good 
news). Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk ongkang (wun-wunan) adv. live a long while (e.g. may see two or three generations). 
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ngangk Otang (wunan) adv. live a short time only in this life (e.g. a child who doesn't become an adult). Ngangk otang 
yaan wunanampa. We live but a short time in this earth. 

ngangk pi'an thee'an tv. sigh. 

ngangk pong-pong tha'an nungant) ready for a fight (heart beating furiously). Ngay ngangk pong-pong 
tha'anar, kaangk pam piik~anga! I'm ready for a fight, I'm ready to hit someone. 

ngangk pong-pong (thawan) heartbeat. 

ngangk puk um n. main heart area that beats where our life is centred. Pam anana way-wayam ngula, ngangk puk um 
nungantamana an itangam ngul thaw-thawan. Ngamp yip-yipam wayath~amp nunang. That man is critically 
ill, and his heart is beating faintly now. We will lose him very soon. 

ngangk pul they (two) are close friends. See: ngangk ngal. 

ngangk punch-aakam thee'an zv put one's whole trust in. 

ngangk than they are close friends. See: ngangk ngal. 

ngangk thanth n. spirit; or life-force of a person, which, on death, goes down over in the west in the place called aak oncham 
an kuuw and does not re-emerge. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

ngangk thanth adj. lazy person, doesn't do work properly. 

ngangk thayan adj. brave. 

ngangk thayanam adv. bravely. Ngangk thay-thayanam thaw~amp nungant, ngangk akangam yipam ke' 
thaw~amp. Let's speak bravely (and honestly) to him; let's not be scared. 

ngangk thayanathan tv. make brave or strong,encourage. Ngay ngangk thayanath~ang niiyang niiy yipam woyan 
God=antaman koochanam iiy~ana. I will encourage you (and make you strong) so that you will follow God's way 
truly. 

ngangk thayanman Zv. control oneself from satisfying hunger or lust. Ke' ma'aman piiy~an nunanga! An may 
nunganta! Nint kan ngangk thayanm~ana! Don't take that from him. It's his! You control your hunger! 

ngangk tha'an (nunang) tpv. become a good and brave hunter (thup) e.g. one of the purposes of the initiation dances is to 
make brave and good hunters out of the young men (pam komp ngangk tha'ow thanang). Than wuut mangk keenkan 
thaw-thawin aak uchanamakana, "Ngamp wunch-wunchana kan mam~amp thananga ngangk tha'ow 
thanang yipam pamakweya, ngechwiyan ya'-ngul." Long ago the elders used to say before an initiation, "Let's 
grab the young boys so they can become brave and strong hunters and so have the status of men, and be boys no longer." 

ngangk thee'an zv. put one's trust in. 

ngangk tung thanpan tpv. bumpy feeling in the heart, seen as an indication that something is going to happen. 

ngangk tung tung thawan ipv. heart beats fast (e.g. when sick or frightened). 

ngangk way adj. sad. Category: Mood and Character. Ngangk way-wayam, athamayan peey-peeyin. They were really 
sad and wailed loudly. 

ngangk way wunan zv. to mourn, to be sad. 

ngangk wayaman Zv. be apprehensive, have bad feelings that something bad might happen. 

ngangk wayangam kalan tv. hate. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk wench adj. broken-hearted,mourning,disappointed (maybe because of a death or maybe because someone you love 
has gone wrong and stolen a car, or shot someone or played up with a girl). Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk wewmam describes a special relationship of mutual love and care. Often one's small uncle kaal (mother's younger 
brother) is described as being in this relationship, because of the culturally expected caring relationship. Category: Mood 
and Character. Nip kaathan thip thonamang wunuw, kemwayyow ngatharamantanga, nint kaal ngatharam 
ngangk wewmama. You and my mother came from the same womb, that of my grandmother. You are my mother's 
younger brother, so you and I, my unde, have a special relationship. 

ngangk we'araman Zv. be really angry and furious. Category: Mood and Character. Ngay ngangk yam pekan pathan 
nungkaraka puth ngay ngangk we'-we'aramang nungk. I really hate you and I'm furious with you. 
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ngangk wichan tpv. make sorrowful. Nil thuw ngatharamang ngangk wich ngayang, nil puth way-wayam wun, mee' 
ngayam thathang nunangana. It made me very sorrowful to see how critically ill my son was. Category: Mood and 
Character. Ngampang ngangk wichpul Jeanie=ang pul John=ang. John and Jeanie made us sad (when they left). 

ngangk wiy-wiyam adv, adj. feel frightened,apprehensive. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangk wonyam (kaangk nungant) adv. superficially love someone (e.g. might love someone this week and someone 
else the next). 

ngangk yaal-(yaal)ang adv. to be longing for something e.g. sex, food. Category: Mood and Character. Nint ngangk 

yaalang wanttak weenangan mayaka? Nint kan kuupa! Why are you longing for food? You just wait! Nil ngangk 
yaal-yaalang iiyan wanch alantan, nil kaangk anman wun-wunow nungantang. He feels like he wants to be 
lying with that woman all the time. 

ngangkam kalan tv. to be real uncle kaal) i.e. mother's younger brother. Nil ngangkam kalan niiyang puk manyiy 
nganttam inangan. He is the real uncle of you our children. 

ngangkam nyiinan tv. be glad. Category: Mood and Character. 

ngangkam thawan tv. really mean something (as against speaking just 'from the mouth' thaa'am thawan i.e. insincerely). 

ngangkang ngoonchan ipv. Category: Mood and Character. 

1 • have sympathy for someone. Ngaywey kan iiy~ang thath~ang nunang, ngangkang ngoonchar, nil nath 
weechan nunang, ya' nath, nil mina. I'm going to see him, I feel sorry for him. Perhaps he is sick. 

2 • have apprehensive feelings inside that maybe someone has died (usually said as keenk-keenk ngangkang 

ngoonchan.Ngay in manang wak-wakanga, pam kampan keenk-keenk ngangkang ngoonchan ngathara, puy 
yaaka' mu I wunin. I've got a funny sensation in the throat, I have a bad feeling that maybe one of my relatives has 
died. 

ngangkang pi'an tv. 1 • believe in;keep in heart,think about. Ngamp piip God=an ngangkangam pi'-pi'impan-a, puth 
nilaniya ma'-aath-aathiy ngampang. If we believe in God, he will help us. 

2 • get the 'power' ngeen-wiy) of someone in you so that you get sick in the stomach (e.g. if some children go too close 
to old men when they're making spears, this may well happen). Puk many thanttang thinthan ke' kee'ayn. Than 
puth ngangkang pi'iythan thanang. Thip ngul weechiy thanang puk manyiy anangan. The children shouldn't 
play close (to those old men). They will get (their power) in their stomachs, and become sick. See: ngeen- 

wiy .Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

ngangkang pi'an tv. 1 • believe in;keep in heart,think about. Ngamp piip God=an ngangkangam pi'-pi'impan-a, puth 
nilaniya ma'-aath-aathiy ngampang. If we believe in God, he will help us. 

2 • get the 'power' ngeen-wiy) of someone in you so that you get sick in the stomach (e.g. if some children go too close 
to old men when they're making spears, this may well happen). Puk many thanttang thinthan ke' kee'ayn. Than 
puth ngangkang pi'iythan thanang. Thip ngul weechiy thanang puk manyiy anangan. The children shouldn't 
play close (to those old men). They will get (their power) in their stomachs, and become sick. See: ngeen- 

wiy .Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

ngangkang thee'an iv. have a spell or rest (from fighting, work, hunting); also can be used to describe breathing. 

aak ngangkang thee'anak a rest day (e.g. the Sabbath day). Pulwey pam thonamang wee’ang nath pek- 

pekwiypul, nil wanch kampan pulantaman thawiy pulant, "Ayyang, nip kan ngangkang thee'owa." If two 

men have a fight, one of their female relatives might say, "Hey, you two, have a spell!" Puk way-wayam wun- 
wunan hospitalangan, nilan puth ngangkang pur'-pur' thee'-thee'ana. The child is very sick in hospital, he 
is having great difficulty in breathing. 

ngangkang uwan tv. get funny feelings that something is happening behind your back e.g. a fight, a relative committing 
adultery, or that someone else is around (e.g. when one is hunting). 

ngangk-enchan iv. out of breath, puffed out from carrying a big load a long way or from hunting over a long distance. 

ngangk-maman tv. feel sorry for, touch heart, feel compassion. Wanchinth thonamang oyngk yeech-yeech puth 
blanket nungantaman oyngkangam mak thananga. Ngay ke' thathangana, ngay ngangk mamang 
nunanga.An old woman vomited and messed up her blankets. When I saw her, I felt sorry for her. 

ngangk-ngul n. bottom tip of breastbone. It is dangerous to get hit here, as one gets easily winded. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. Nil ngangk-ngul piikan ke'-paal nilan mee' laanth-laanth thath, a' keek ngula. He hit him on the 
bottom tip of the breastbone, causing him to become dizzy and fall down. 
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ngangk-pathan iv. really hate. Category: Mood and Character. Nint ngeenam ngangk path-pathan ngathara kan e? 

ngatharak kulak wenkangan e? Ngay puth way ngeen yumpang mee' nungkaranga? Why do you hate me, and 
fight with me? What wrong have I done in your eyes? 

ngangk-peeyan iv. feel really strong emotion, either hate or love or longing, depending on the context. Categoiy: Mood and 

Character. Ngay niiyant ngangk-peey-peeyanga, ngay pal niiyang mulathing ey! 1 hate you (all), I wish I could 
kill you! Wanch thonamang puk many menth kal. Than pam wanchangan thathin nunang-a, an than 
ngangk peey-peeyin nungant puk many alantakana. A woman had a very pretty little baby. When people saw her, 
they really loved her. 

ngangk-peeyan ipv. feelings of longing or sadness. Categoty: Mood and Character. Ngangk ke' peey-peeyow niiyant 
ngak way ngatharam iikanakana, ngay ke' thee'ing niiyant. Don't be always longing for my beer (or spirits), I 
won't give you any. Nungantam ngangk-peeyanar. I'm really sad about him. 

ngangk-thip maman tv. to be a lonely person for whom no-one cares. Ngangk-thip mamanang iiyanwey. He's lonely 
and all by himself. 

ngangk-unchan iv. sob, so that breath starts to come in gasps, 
ngangk-Way adj. really bad (person). 
ngangk-way(ang) adj, adv. short wind,out ofbreath. 

nganyang pn. me. 

ngapan tv. Usage: avoidance, leave. Syn: wantan. 

ngarpanang adv. (do something) by mistake (e.g. spear or hit someone). 

ngataman n. Variant: minh ngataman. Queenfish, Leatherskin (Scombercides lysan). This fish is often caught on bait or lures 
in the estuary or in the open sea. It grows to 15kg but is usually caught around 4kg. The flesh is good to eat. Found in 
brackish water, estuaries and ocean water. 

ngath Variant: also said as 'ngathar'. pn. to me,for me,my (short form of ngatharam. 

ngathamang pn. myself, 
ngathan tv. i • shut. 

2 • block up, fill up (e.g. houses, rivers, etc.) with e.g. people, boats (often said as ya' ngathan. Wo'uwan ya' ngath 
dinghyangana. The river is full of dinghies. Wo'uwan ya' ngath dinghyangana. The river is full of 
dinghies.Wo'uwan ya' ngath dinghyangana. The river is full of dinghies. Wo'uwan ya' ngath dinghyangana. The 
river is full of dinghies. Wo’uwan ya' ngath dinghyangana. The river is full of dinghies. Wo'uwan ya' ngath 
dinghyangana. The river is full of dinghies. Wo'uwan ya' ngath dinghyangana. The river is full of 
dinghies.Wo'uwan ya' ngath dinghyangana. The river is full of dinghies. 

aak thaa' ngathanang prison. 

kon-ngathAN tpv. forget,forgive. 

mangk ngathAN tpv. tired back, heavy feeling, aching. 

man-monkan-ngathAN tv cheat. 

mee'-ngathAN iv shut eyes,pray. 

thaa' ngathAN tv. shut the door. 

thaa' thupam ngathAN tv. full of, or; blocked with something or someone e.g. a crowd of people, 
ngathar See: ngath. 

ngatharakam pn . myself, 
ngatharam pn. mine,from me,because of me. 
ngatharang pn. with me,on me. 
ngath-ngathar pn. really mine, 
ngaw n.Asin. tha' ngaw. footprints, 
ngay pn. I. 
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ngay ngay! an expression meaning 'I'm different and unique' or 'I go my own way', 
n gay am pn.i. 
ngayang pn. me. 
ngay-ngayam pn. i by myself. 

nga' n. Variant: minh nga'. fish (generic term). Category: Fish. 

nga' n. Variant: yuk nga'. Soapwood, Red Ash, Red Almond (Alphitonia excelsa). A small tree with dark green leaves, silvery 
underneath. When wet the leaves give a soapy froth, and work as a fish poison. Profuse white flowers are followed by 
berries, eaten by some birds. Whitish bark. The leaves are boiled for medicine for colds. Category: Plants. 

nga' eent n. Variant: minh nga' eent. small fish (e.g. sardine, garfish, small swamp fish) used for bait. Categoty: Fish. 

nga'alangk n. a bottle (originally old people's skin bottles). The term is nowadays used for glass also, (e.g. louvres). 

n ga' iyan g As in: As in: As in: 

ngechanchin n. term of address for grandmother (father's mother) and also for grandfather (mother's father). Puk ngathar 
ngechanchin. She's grandmother of my children. Puk ngathar ngechanchin. She's grandmother of my children. 

uuy-ngechanchin a grandmother (father's mother) or grandfather (mother's father) with lots of grandchildren. 

ngechiyang n. grandchild. See: Appendix I. 

ngechwayyow n. grandmother (father's mother). See: Appendix I. 

ngechwiy n. young men before going through initiation. 

(puk) ngechwiy many n. boy before puberty. 

ngechwuut n. grandfather (mother's father). See: Appendix I. 

ngee res. don't know e.g. an answer to a question about somebody's whereabouts might be: Ngee! Wanttin yaaka' iiy, ngay 
ke' thathang nunanga! I don't know where he is, I haven't seen him. 

ngeecham Asin: kaa'-ngeecham. adj. first-born. 

ngeechanan tv. feel (e.g. when baby moves in body, or feel a fish on the line, feel sickness or pain). Nint kan ngeech- 

ngeechanangan puk manyan yuup-yuupaman nungkar ey? Do you feel the baby moving in your body? Kemp 
way ngeech-ngeechanan nungamang. He is not feeling well (maybe sick, or body sore from bruises or from 
paddling). Ngay kemp ngeechanang nil ngayang thul-thanpanya. I felt someone bumping me. 

ngeechanathan As in: kaa’-ngeechanathan. tv. save; rescue. Syn: kaa’-piichanathan. See: kaa'-ngeechanathan. 

ngeechang adv. for a change. Kan nint ngul ngeechang pi'~an puka! Ngay ma'-pik-thayan ngula. You mind the child 
for a change! I'm tired and don't feel like it anymore. Kan nint ngul ngeechang pi'~an puka! Ngay ma'-pik- 
thayan ngula. You mind the child for a change! I'm tired and don't feel like it anymore. 

thaa' ngeechang adv. a change of food, 
ngeekan adj. Variant: ma' ngeekan. greedy person who finishes up all the food. 

ngeekanang As in: ma' ngeekanang. adv. grab something quickly (e.g. food in the store and not wanting to share), 
ngeen ques. what? 

aakngeen ques. when? 
ma' ngeen-ngeen ques. how many times? 
n geenak ques. why?,what for? 
ngeen am ques. what from (because of what)? 
ngeen-ngeen ques. how many? 

ngeen-wiy n. This is a difficult and widely-used term. If it could be summed up at all (which it cannot be) it could perhaps be 
described by the words "the unseen power within". The concept is treated in detail in McKnight, 1981. He gives four 
main uses. 

1 • a name (and probably the ritual name) for the Rainbow Serpent thaypan) who is considered to create and destroy and 
to control life and death. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 
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2 • a certain type of sickness caused by receiving the ngeen-wiy of a man. Amongst the things that might cause this to 
happen is when a small child stares at a man. The main symptoms are a swollen abdomen and/or abdominal pains. This 
apparently is caused by a man's unseen child, who is dangerous or potent. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

3 • The term ngeen-wiy may be substituted for the name of an absent relative (e.g. when he is out hunting), a newly-born 
child (and a child's first teeth); penis; any animal (especially big game) that one is hunting and may kuyan, a type of 
bush honey that one is gathering. 

4 • ngeen-wiy is also used to refer to places of birth and initiation and for initiation ceremonies. Category: Ceremony 
and Dreaming. 

Ngeen-Wiy Min God = antam n. Holy Spirit. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

ngeen-wiy pe'an umpan tv. circumcise. 

ngeengkan tv. 1 • stay away a long time. Nint yaam ke' ngeengk~an ngayang, ngay puth wiyantang ke' ngangk 
thayanaming. Don't stay away a long time, because I'm not at home with other people. 

2 • refuse to answer, because of sulkiness or anger. Yaam ke' ngeengkanya! Wik thaw~an ngathar, 
puthangkanalDon't stand there like an idol! Answer me! 

ngeengkan tv. bear,endure (being hit or speared etc) e.g. man enduring old custom ofbeing speared in thigh as a test to see 

whether he could marry a girl. Nint ma' thayan pam al-alantaman ngul ngeengk~an ey? An ya' natha! Can you 
stand up to the hard fists of those men? Maybe not! 

ngeetan iv. hurry,walk quickly. 

kaa'-ngeetAN tv. rush in, mainly in fights. Syn: kaa'-ngoonchan. Nint kaa'-ngeetan ngathar, nint ngayang 
piikana. You rushed in and hit me first. 

ngeetathan tv. hurry (someone or something) to someone. 

kaa'-ngeetathAN (nungkamang) rush (oneself) (into a fight). 

ngeeyan tv. listen,understand,hear (and obey). 
aak-ngeeyAN n. be born. 

aak ngeeyAN tv. listen and obey. 

aak-ngeeyan adj. describes a good person or spirit who obeys the rules, who does not like to kill or damage, but does 
good and makes peace, and prevents others from doing harm. 

wik ngeeyAN tv. listen and obey. 

ngek n. chin. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ngek thee'AN tv. sign between girlfriend and boyfriend to arrange a meeting place. 

ngekam 

ngekanam As in: ku'ngekanam. n. Usage: avoidance, dingo. Category: Animals. 

ngekthalam 

ngekthalampang n. Variant: minh ngekthalampang. Frogmouths: Tawny (Podargus strigoides), Papuan (Podargus 

papuensis) and rarely Marbled (Podargus ocellatus). Nocturnal birds which feed in the air or on branches and/or foliage 
of trees. Named for their broad, slightly hooked bills used to seize moving prey such as insects, and very small 
vertebrates. The bill is often surrounded by bristles. Plumage is soft and intricately patterned. They frequently look like 
dead branches when seen perching during the day. Also known as ngekthalam, ngekam and t h a I a m pang. Ca t ego iy: Birds. 

ngelampan tv. Usage: avoidance, hear. Syn: ngeeyan. 

ngelan tv. Usage: avoidance. give,throw. Syn: thee'an. 

ngempan tv. Variant: frequently expressed as ya' ngempan. miss (when aiming to hit or spear or throw something at 
someone). Wuny-kunchang wiil many nungantam wak-wak yukang, yukan thee'anang thee’ant, ke' 
thepiyan-a, puth ya' ngemp nunang. A brother was chasing his younger sister, and tried to get her with a running 
shot, but missed. 

ngench adj. forbidden,taboo, generally because of cultural or ceremonial taboos. An example of this is that the food and money 
of someone who has touched the coffin of a dead person is kept separate for about a month may ngench, minh ngench, 
wukal ngench) and is not to be shared with others. This remains the case until people go through being 'smoked' with 
burning ironwood yongkang parkathan). They are then 'cleansed' as the spirit nhinthan-maany) will no longer follow 
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them, and their food etc. can be shared with others. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. See: ngench 
thayan.See: ngench thayan. See: ngench thayan. See: ngench thayan. 

aak ngench house or camp that is still sacred, and not open yet due to a death. 

pam ngenchang blood cousin, to whom one is not allowed to speak. 

Wik ngench words one cannot use to one's brother's children. 

ngencham n. aboil. Category: Insects. 

ngencham As in: kaa ngencham, wuup—ngencham. n. westerly wind. Kaa ngencham pal kuuw kan wunpana. The 

westerly wind is blowing. 

ngench-thayan n, adj. forbidden, because of ritual or law prohibitions (e.g. one cannot speak to one's mother-in-law, piny 
kench, she is kemp ngench-thayan,really sacred,sacred ceremonies. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. Than wuut 
mangk ngamparamang ngench thayan anangan wantin ngampar, Apalech, Winchanam, Wanam, Sara, 
ngench-thayan anangan. Our ancestors left several sacred ceremonies for us; Apalech, Winchanam, Wanam and 
Sara, etc. Than wuut mangk ngamparamang ngench thayan anangan wantin ngampar, Apalech, Winchanam, 
Wanam, Sara, ngench-thayan anangan. Our ancestors left several sacred ceremonies for us; Apalech, Winchanam, 
Wanam and Sara, etc. Than wuut mangk ngamparamang ngench thayan anangan wantin ngampar, Apalech, 
Winchanam, Wanam, Sara, ngench-thayan anangan. Our ancestors left several sacred ceremonies for us; Apalech, 
Winchanam, Wanam and Sara, etc. 

aawuch ngench-thayan church, temple. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

I at ngench-thayan Scriptures. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

ngenkan tv. Usage: avoidance, tie up. Syn: kathan. 

ngentan tv. marry. 

ngengkan adj. silly,stupid, does not know much, not very bright. 

n g e p n. group of people from one area (e.g. Aayk; one group of people (e.g. who work in one place as against another, or who 
go fishing together), ngep ngamp people from our area, ngep than-than the people from that other group. Than 
piik-piikin thanang, ngep nganttam anangan kompa. They were fighting the young men from our group. Ngan 
ngep-ngep work iiy-iiyanan aak S.I.L.ang angan. This group of us works at SIL. 

ngew n. air,heat (e.g. from sun or fire or hot wind). Ngay ngew ke'anang nyiin-nyiinanga, yaa-yaa wuthanath~an 

ngayang. I haven't any air, stop crowding all round me. Ngewang wuk-wukan, kinch karkan ilantamana. The air 
is really hot from the sun. Ngay ngew ke'anang nyiin-nyiinanga, yaa-yaa wuthanath~an ngayang. 1 haven't any 
air, stop crowding all round me. Ngewang wuk-wukan, kinch karkan ilantamana. The air is really hot from the 
sun. Ngay ngew ke'anang nyiin-nyiinanga, yaa-yaa wuthanath~an ngayang. I haven't any air, stop crowding all 
round me. Ngewang wuk-wukan, kinch karkan ilantamana. The air is really hot from the sun. Ngay ngew 
ke'anang nyiin-nyiinanga, yaa-yaa wuthanath~an ngayang. 1 haven't any air, stop crowding all round 
me. Ngewang wuk-wukan, kinch karkan ilantamana. The air is really hot from the sun. Ngay ngew ke'anang 
nyiin-nyiinanga, yaa-yaa wuthanath~an ngayang. I haven't any air, stop crowding all round me. Ngewang wuk- 
wukan, kinch karkan ilantamana. The air is really hot from the sun. 

iimpan ngew n. early pregnancy. 

ngak ngew n. whirlpool. Categoiy: Geography. 

thip ngew n. early pregnancy, before it shows. 

Wlint ngew n. hot wind. Category: Time. 

ngeyantang n. brother's child. See: Appendix I. 

nge'anathan tv. Usage: avoidance, hide (something or yourself); put inside (something). Syn: thenchan. 

ngiir ngiir onom. creaking sound (e.g. of two branches jarring against one another). 

ngikaman iv. stay somewhere for a while (not overnight). Ngay angam ngikamang, Chris=antang, kinch ongkana. I 

stayed at Chris' place all day. 

ngir onom. sound of crack in joint. 

pungk ngif thawAN Zv. crack in knee joint. 
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ngonch adj. Usage: avoidance. old,rotten. Syn: kath. 

ngooch As in: kaa'-ngooch. n. nasal mucus,cold in the head. Kaa’-ngoochang uwan ngayang. I've got a cold. 

ngOOChiyang n. Variant: minh ngoochiyang. Great Bowerbird (Chlamydera nuchalis, subspecies yorki). Large, active 

greyish bowerbird with hidden tuft on nape, spread lilac in display, usually on male. Noisy extraordinary voice. Hops or 
bounds across ground or around bower. Largest Australian avenue-type bower under bush or low leafy branches. 
Display ground has white/creamy bones, shells, pale leaves, green round seeds, and red objects (pegs, bottle tops, 
ribbons, flowers, etc). Bowers are attended approximately May/June to December. Nests are in open trees 6m 
high .Category: Birds. 

ngook n. material. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
ngook Asm: ma' ngook. adj. jealous. 

ngool n. Usage: avoidance. Variant: minh ngool. spotted black and white and purple crabs found in mangroves in the rocky 
areas. Category: Fish. Syn: puuy. 

ngOOITipang n. Usage: avoidance. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

1 • navel, umbilicus. 

2 • umbilical cord. 

3 • name given to child (from the name of the person being called) at time of delivery of 
afterbirth. Syn: kuutan.Ngoompang wee' ngeeyan? Who's his godfather? 

ngoonchan /v. go in,hide. Syn: kaa'-ngeetan. Syn: kaa'-ngeetan. Syn: kaa'-ngeetan. Syn: kaa'-ngeetan. Syn: kaa'- 
ngeetan. Syn: kaa'-ngeetan. 

kaa' ngOOflchAN h. rush into a fight. 

ngangkang ngOOnchAN /v. have sympathy for someone. 

pal ngOOnchAN /u come ill (from inside). 

pek ngOOnchAN iv. come in, go in (from outside). 

wupam ngoonchAN iv. to come in straightaway, or go inside, at once. 

ngOOnchathan tv. put something inside,hide something. 

kaa'-ngoonchathAN (nungamang) rush oneself into a fight. 

n goon pan n. Usage: avoidance, string; rope. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Syn: kuuy. 

ngoontan adv. keep on and on. Nil ngoontana kul thaw-thawana. He keeps on and on being angry. Nil ngoontanang 
may mungkan. He keeps repeatedly eating food. Nil ngoontan iiy-iiyan minhak. He's always going hunting. 

ngoongk Variant: also 'ngoongk-ngoongk(am)'. adj. don't know. 

kaa'-ngoongk(am) waa'AN tv. talk about someone behind his back. Syn: kaa'-thiin waa'an. 

ke'-ngoongkam adv. 1 • not taking any notice of what's going on, ignoring it all (e.g. could be walking around in a 
dream). 

2 • keep on doing something (e.g. keep on travelling, something keeps burning), 
mee'-ngoongk waa'AN tv. talk about someone behind his back. 

Wik ngoongk the sound of indistinct talking, may sound like humming. 

ngoongkathiy n. As in: kaa' ngoongkathiy, wuup-ngoongkathiy. really big carpet 
snake. Category: SnakesAyn: ooyngorpan. 

ngoongk-ngoongkiyang adv, adj. don't know. 

ngoongk-ngoongk(am) See: ngoongk. 

ngooy n. rainbow. 

thuuk ngooy n. taipan snake, also used for Rainbow Snake. Sy"’ thuuk thaypan, (thuuk) ngeen-wiy. 
ngor As in: kaa' ngorang wakan. someone starting to drown under the water. 

ngorkal n. dome or cylinder shaped shelter for sleeping, made of branches and bark. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. 
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ngotan adj. black. 

kaa'-ngotan (uth) n. Usage: a nickname used in teasing, really black face. 

mooln ngotan n. black ant, bull ants that sting. Category: Insects. 

ngotan uth adj. very black, and in some contexts can mean very dirty. 

pam Wanch ngotan Australian Aboriginal people, or people of other dark-skinned races. 

ngotan enchan iv. 1 • get mixed up with others, in either a good or bad way, mostly bad. Nint ke' ngotan ngoonch~an 
thanttang pam komp way-wayanang al-alantangana. Don't get mixed up with those bad young men. 

2 • become dark e.g. baby's skin becoming darker (a newborn baby is very fair and becomes darker after about three 
weeks), or can also refer to a cloud becoming darker. 

ngotanathan tv. make (someone or yourself) dark, or dirty. 

ngow ngow (thawan) onom. groan in sleep. 

ngowanthang temp. Usage: avoidance. As in: aankam ngowanthang. night-time, 
ngoyal adj. raw. 
ngoyngk «. i* shadow. 

2 • shade, especially a shade made of leafy branches for shelter in the heat of the day. 

3 • reflection in looking glass. Ngoyngk kaaw ngul thuuchana, ngoyngk kaaw ngul kuuny~amp, ngoyngk 
minaka. The shade has shifted to the east, let's move there to the good shade. Ngoyngk kaaw ngul thuuchana, 
ngoyngk kaaw ngul kuuny~amp, ngoyngk minaka. The shade has shifted to the east, let's move there to the good 
shade. 

ngoyngk-ngoyngkangam shady (place). 

ngoyngk-thathan-aw adj. someone who is fond of wearing nice clothes, or decorating herself or himself up (e.g. doing up 
hair). 

ngo'anch n. bushfire. Syn: nhoom. 
ngo'arang n. mould. 

ngo'arang maman tv. to go mouldy. May palow ngo'arang ngul mam. The damper has gone mouldy, 
nguch n. Usage: avoidance, star. Syn: thunp. 

nguchaman resin used for making spears and woomeras. Picked up from the base of yuk nguchaman or collected from lesions 
on the trees and boiled in a tin with animal fat or beeswax to make a fixative. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

yuk nguchaman n. gum tree; Turpentine (Canarium australianum). A large tree with whitish bark growing on sand 
ridges, with a light but strong timber. Orange tinted deciduous leaves. Common near Aurukun. Used for dug-out 
canoes. Category: Plants. 

nguchan As in: pew nguchan. n. a dance performed when a person dies. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. See: pew 
nguchan. 

nguchan Zv. go early (usually for hunting) before the sun comes up, or at daybreak, 
nguchan tv. Usage: avoidance, bite. Syn: pathan. 

nguk n. Variant: minh nguk. All owls: Rufous Owl (Ninox rufa), Southern Boobook or Mopoke Owl (Ninox novaeseelandiae), 
Barking Owl (Ninox connivens), Barn Owl (Tyto alba), Masked Owl (Tyto novaehollandiae). Mostly nocturnal unless 
disturbed during the day. Food is small mammals, birds, reptiles and insects. The call of the Mopoke or Boobook is 
frequently heard at night. Category: Birds. Category: Birds. 

mee' nguk big eyes like an owl. Mee’ nguk piimpanang thathangana. You're staring with wide bulging eyes, 
ngul n. As in: ngangk-ngul. bottom tip ofbreastbone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ngul conj, v. aux. 1 • later on. Ngay palam ngul iiy~anga. I'll come back later. 

2 • planning to. 

3‘predict. Nil ngul keek! I predict he'll fall. 

4 *then. Pam thonangan ngul wamp. Then another man came. 
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5 • so then,well then. 

6 • after that; and then. Ngulaniy-a, aak kuchamang want. And then, two years passed by. Ngul amanamaniy-a, 
pam ananiya thaw puk-kunchant... Then after that, the man spoke to his child... Ngul amanamaniy-a, pam 
ananiya thaw puk-kunchant... Then after that, the man spoke to his child... Ngul amanamaniy-a, pam ananiya 
thaw puk-kunchant... Then after that, the man spoke to his child... Ngul amanamaniy-a, pam ananiya thaw 
puk-kunchant... Then after that, the man spoke to his child... 

kan-ngul v.aux. 1* begin to. 

2 • In 'when' clauses, kan-ngul gives the sense of "when such and such was finished.then...." 

ke'-ngul adv. never, 
ya'-ngul adj. no more,all finished. 

ngul (thanan) n. white storm clouds (sometimes yellow and orange) that are all along the horizon like castles when it is just 
about to rain in the um thurpak season. Category: Time. 

ngulakam adv. for a very long time,forever. 

ngulang As in: tha' ngulang kee'an. iv. dance on toes (something like shake-a-leg but played with toes). 

ngulathiy As in: As in: As in: 

ngul-ench adv. fish making ripples as they swim near the surface. Minh nga' nan pekan ngul-ench iiy-iiyantan. Those 
fish just down there are making ripples. 

ngul-mee' n. mouth of river. Categoiy: Geography. 

ngul-ngulam adv. very soon. 

ngul-nyaa' adj, adv. Variant: with verbs iiyan or wunan. ashamed. Ngay wik God=antam ngul-nyaa' ya'a, ngay wik 
nungantam kaangk waa'~anga! I'm not ashamed of God's words, 1 like to tell them. 

ngulpintan n. Variant: minh ngulpintan. Turrum fish (Carangaides emburyi),locally called pumpkin head 
fish. Category: Fish. See: (minh) kooth. 

ngul(-ngangk) n. forehead. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ngum n. Variant: minh ngum. Darter, known at Aurukun as; diver duck (Anhinga melanogaster). Large black fishing bird with 
stiletto-like bill and snake-like neck. Fish and other aquatic animals are impaled while swimming underwater. When 
swimming on surface, body is submerged and only the snake-like neck is visible. Dries wings by sitting on dead trees or 
logs by the water with wings outspread. Fishes in salt, fresh or brackish waters. Category: Birds. 

ngumalan iv. Usage: avoidance, die. Syn: uthaman. 

ngumalathan tv. Usage: avoidance, put out,extinguish. Syn: uthathan. 

ngunch n. a big crowd. Ngunch tha'iya pama anpal matantan woyan wakananga. A big crowd of men are coming up 
(from the Landing). 

ngunch As in: ngak ngunch. n. black rain clouds, signalling that a big storm is about to break, or already has 

broken.Category: Time. Ngak ngunch tha’iy nanpalan thinth ngul wamp-wampan ngampar. There's a storm 
about to break on us. Ngak ngunch nan yiip iiy-iiyana. It's raining in the south. 

ngunchan tv. to take from someone,gather,pick up (rubbish, books, 

food). Syn: maayan, yalmathan. Syn: maayan, yalmathan. Syn: maayan, yalmathan. 

taal ngunchAN tv. gather up all that is left (so that nothing remains). 

wik ngunchAN tv. make up untrue stories. Syn: wik maayan. 

nguntham n. fever,fresh cold. Category: Insects. Kemp ngunthamang uw ngayang. I have a fever. 

nguntham n, adj. salt,salty,sour. 

ngak chil nguntham brackish water, 
ngak nguntham saltwater. 

ngungkalam n. Variant: minh ngungkalam; some say minh ngungkalang. Royal Spoonbill (platalea regia). Large white 
bird with black spoon-like bill and black legs. Usually found in large shallow waters both coastal and inland, mudflats, 
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mangroves and swamps. Nest is a shallow platform of sticks usually in a colony over water in tall trees or dense 
paperbarks. Category: Birds. 

ngungkalang See. ngungkalam. 

ngupatl tv. confuse or muddy an issue. Tha' wee'ang ngup-ngupa? Who trod on these tracks and spoilt them (so I can't tell 
whose they are?) Tha' wee'ang ngup-ngupa? Who trod on these tracks and spoilt them (so I can't tell whose they 
are?) Tha' wee'ang ngup-ngupa? Who trod on these tracks and spoilt them (so I can't tell whose they are?) Tha' 
wee'ang ngup-ngupa? Who trod on these tracks and spoilt them (so I can't tell whose they are?) Tha' wee'ang 
ngup-ngupa? Who trod on these tracks and spoilt them (so I can't tell whose they are?) 

ko n - W3 1 - n g U P AN tv. confuse or distract someone so that they cannot concentrate. 

ngak ngupAN tv. make water dirty. 

Wik ngupAN tv. to talk or make a noise while someone else is talking. 

Wik ngupanang thawAN iv. speak in a chattering or unclear way that others cannot understand. 

ngur-ngur onom.Asin: kaa’ ngur-ngur. pigs'noise. 

ngurp n. As in: minh ngurp. flesh of animal,meat of animal. Category: Food. Syn: (minh) kemp. 
ngurp n. Variant: thuI ngurp. long part of woomera. 

ngurp 1 • person's 'presence'. 

2 • friend. 

kaa' ngurp face, or whole person. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ngurp Jesus = antam term used for the disciples of Jesus, 
ngurp ke'anang no sign of someone. 

ngurp ngenchiyam wunan /v. stay away a long time (e.g. a few months), 
ngurp pathan tv. be used to someone, be good friends. 

ngurp paththam back to old self, or original state. Ngurp paththam anan ngul weena! Pachana! (That saucepan) is just 
like it was before, really clean. Ngurp paththam nungantam ngul pent! That man's back to his old self again (e.g. 
thin again after getting fat, or better again after being sick). 

ngurp pul two really good friends. 

ngurp thiichan t\\ be used to someone, be good friends. Ngay ke'-ngul ngurp path~ang nintang. Ngay ke'-ngul ngurp 
nungkar-weenth iiy~ang. Ngay ke'-ngul ngurp thiich~ang nintang. Ngay ngurp nungkaram ya'a. 

ngurp-ngurpam really that particular person (as against someone else). Ngan landing an pek thathan nunang, an 
kaa'wal nilama, ngurp-ngurpam, nilam than-than. We saw him down at the landing, and it really was him 
standing there. Ngan landing an pek thathan nunang, an kaa'wal nilama, ngurp-ngurpam, nilam than- 

than. We saw him down at the landing, and it really was him standing there. 

kemp ngurp-ngurpam naked. 

ngurp-ngurpang uwan tv. catch or find someone just in time before he goes off somewhere. 

ngurp-thonam n. (do something) while someone is there. Ngurp-thonam nangman engk~an pulant. They're there, ask 
them. Ngurp-thonam in kan wampa, ngay kan engk~ang nungant. I'll ask her while she's there. 

ngut ongk all night. 

ngutang temp, night. 

aak ngutang dark. 

mee'ngutang half dark, in the early morning before dawn breaks, 
ngut-ngutang half dark in the evening around 6-7pm. 
nguungk n. Usage: avoidance, word. Syn: wik. 

nguurk n. Variant: minh nguurk. See: uurk (most common pronunciation), 
nguuthan tv. smell; sniff. See: nuuthan. 
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nguw n. Variant: may nguw. milk from may po'al (ready peeled). The seed is beaten, soaked in water in a bark dish and, when 
soft, the juice is squeezed. It is really sweet. See: may ow; may po'al. 

nguw n. Variant: thuut nguw. breast milk. 

kemp nguwang wantAN tv. (child) thins down. 

nguyk n. mildew. Syn: ngo'arang maman. Nguyk ngul unch may damperana. The damper will become mildewed. 

nyaa'-(nyaa') adv, adj. touchy,someone easily hurt or offended; feelings of shame or embarrassment (e.g. when in the 

limelight),feeling half-frightened or apprehensive (of danger); shivering (from cold). See: ngul-nyaa'. Than minh 
nhinthan inangana, than paman awal nguuthantanan-a, nyaa'-nyaa’ thantan, thuu'an than thant ngul, a' 
mo'antan ngul. When pigs smell a man, they get the funny feeling that there's danger afoot. Their hair stands on end 
and then they flee. Than minh nhinthan inangana, than paman awal nguuthantanan-a, nyaa'-nyaa' thantan, 
thuu’an than thant ngul, a' mo'antan ngul. When pigs smell a man, they get the funny feeling that there's danger 
afoot. Their hair stands on end and then they flee. Than minh nhinthan inangana, than paman awal 
nguuthantanan-a, nyaa'-nyaa' thantan, thuu'an than thant ngul, a’ mo'antan ngul. When pigs smell a man, 
they get the funny feeling that there's danger afoot. Their hair stands on end and then they flee. Than minh nhinthan 
inangana, than paman awal nguuthantanan-a, nyaa'-nyaa' thantan, thuu'an than thant ngul, a' mo'antan 
ngul. When pigs smell a man, they get the funny feeling that there's danger afoot. Their hair stands on end and then 
they flee. Than minh nhinthan inangana, than paman awal nguuthantanan-a, nyaa'-nyaa' thantan, thuu'an 
than thant ngul, a' mo'antan ngul. When pigs smell a man, they get the funny feeling that there's danger afoot. Their 
hair stands on end and then they flee. Than minh nhinthan inangana, than paman awal nguuthantanan-a, 
nyaa'-nyaa' thantan, thuu'an than thant ngul, a' mo'antan ngul. When pigs smell a man, they get the funny 
feeling that there's danger afoot. Their hair stands on end and then they flee. Than minh nhinthan inangana, than 
paman awal nguuthantanan-a, nyaa'-nyaa' thantan, thuu'an than thant ngul, a' mo’antan ngul. When pigs 
smell a man, they get the funny feeling that there's danger afoot. Their hair stands on end and then they flee. Than minh 
nhinthan inangana, than paman awal nguuthantanan-a, nyaa'-nyaa' thantan, thuu'an than thant ngul, a' 
mo'antan ngul. When pigs smell a man, they get the funny feeling that there's danger afoot. Their hair stands on end 
and then they flee. 

kempan nyaa' thawAN iv. feel half shaky with shivers down the spine (e.g. if one sees a weapon flashed about), 
koonh nyaa' WlinAN iv. teeth set on edge by sour or bitter food, 
kootra/kuchek nyaa' thaw-thawAN ipv. feel as if one's nerves are shattered, 
klichek/kootra nyaa' thawAN iv. to be ashamed of another or of oneself, or embarrassed, 
nyaa'-nyaa' thathAN tv. feel embarrassed (e.g. if others are staring) and so return an embarrassed look, 
nyaa'-nyaa' wikan thawAN iv. speak in a nervous or half-frightened way, don't like to speak up. 
tha' nyaa' thawAN iv. be touchy, apprehensive, 
nyal-nyalam (thaw-thawan) adv. keep on talking without stopping, 
nyeeny n. fly. Category: Insects, 
nyep As in: ngangk nyep. one's nerves, 
nyiinan iv. sit. 

akul nyiinAN iv. sit cross-legged, 
kak nyiinAN iv. excrete. 

kootr yot nyiintan iv. sit in a group. 

kung makanang nyiintan iv. sit packed close together, hardly able to move around, 
ma' kaa' nyiinAN iv make something really well, beautifully. 

ngangkam nyiinAN n. to be glad. 

ninthan pal puy nyiinpul where two sisters are married to two brothers; or where the wife ofa man is the sister of his 
sister's husband. 

ochanganang nyiinAN iv. kneel. 
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pungkang nyiinAN iv kneel, 
tha'achantang nyiinAN zv. sit on haunches, 
nyiingk temp, adv. just now. 
nyiingkanam ad/, new. 

chil nyiingkanam halfnew. 

kep nyiingkanam (thee') new moon. 

thaa' nyiingkanam new generation. 

tha' pemp nyiingkanam fresh footsteps or tracks. 

nyiingk-nyiingk temp, adv. 1 • recently; just now; just started to do something. Lat nyiingk-nyiingk umpana. He's just 
started writing. 

2 • nearly. Ngak nyiingk-nyiingk thaa'-piimpana. It's nearly full of water. Ngak nyiingk-nyiingk thaa'- 
piimpana. It's nearly full of water. 

thaa' nyiingk-nyiingk adv. every now and then. 

nyiingkuchan n. Variant: minh nyiingkuchan. River Whaler Shark (Carcharhinus leucas),locally called freshwater shark. 

This shark is highly sought after in Aurukun for its good eating qualities. The fish are caught on bait usually in the wet 
season when fresh water flows into the sea. Flesh is prepared in a special method and is called minh 
nhuuth. Category: Fish. 

nyi m adj. very black. 

ngaa' nyim adj. very black night (or sky dark from a storm about to start, or dark inside a house). 

nyom excl, adj, adv. That's good.Thank goodness!,Hooray! Nyom! Wuntana! Kempan penyan ngampang! Thank goodness! 
Wind! It's blowing on me. Tha' nyom kan kuchang. My foot is alright now. Tha’ nyom kan kuchang. My foot is 
alright now. Tha' nyom kan kuchang. My foot is alright now. 

kemp nyom thawAN iv. skin feels good (e.g. after a shower), 
ngangkan nyom weenAN iv. become happy,become glad, good, 
nyom-nyom onom. blink,stars twinkling. 

mee' nyom-nyom (thawAN) blinking eyes, 
thunp nyom-nyom thawantan stars twinkling, 
nyoor See: man nyoor wakan. 
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Ocham n. urine. Syn: chelal, oonam, kump. 
ocham thee'an tv. urinate. 

OCham yeengk adj. frequency of urine. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

Ochangan 1 n. Variant: minh ochangan. round mud shell from the mangroves. Category: Fish. 

OChangan 2 n. As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: 

okalongk n. Variant: man okalongk. windpipe area, up to the bowel area on cattle, pigs and brolga. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. 

okan thee'an tv. put in a heap; e.g. after having made string, 'stockpile' it ready to make a bag. 
okanch As in: As in: As in: As in: 
okatan iv. stumble,trip. 

Ol As in: man ol. n. larnyx and underneath chin part. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

man olam thawAN iv. to speak from deep in the throat; laryngealise. 

ol adv. drop down,or recede, to be reduced. Nint kaangk ol puy-pek keek~an ey? Aak awarang nang pekan ey? You want 
to fall right down into that hole? 

ol enchan iv. drop down, recede,to be reduced e.g. could refer to a cake falling in the middle, or no water left in a cup. 

ol peyan iv. recede (e.g. could refer to not being able to feel the bone in a broken arm). An kaanch ol peyar ey! I can't feel the 
bone! 

olk n. Variant: yuk olk. Category: Plants. 

1 • palm tree, probably Elegant palm (Ptychosperma elegana). Found at the Watson River. Used to make smoking pipes 
thook. Has blossoms like a coconut. 

2 • straight stemmed plant (reed) like a bamboo, growing on the edge of the river. 

olk n. Variant: kuchek olk. head decoration of white cockatoo feathers. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
olmp adj. thin, sometimes referring to being thin from sickness. Syn: pepan. 
olmpaman iv. become thin, maybe in bad condition (animals). 

ol-ol adj, adv. loose (of dress, shirt, etc.) but can also be used in other ways. Ngay thip ol-ol peyanga. I have an empty 
stomach. 

olonp n. Usage: avoidance, frog. Category: Animals, 
olot n. hollow log. 

omongk n. Variant: kek omongk. barb of spear, one point, made of bone or wire. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. 

Ompam n. 1 • waist (sometimes called thip ompam. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

2 • halfway,middle. 

kek Ompam mut thu'an spear handle joined when broken, 
kek Ompam thuthan spear handle broken halfway, 
kep ompamang halfmoon, 
kinch ompamang in kuuw sun halfway down. 

Ompam kathan tv. hug around waist,hold each other around middle when wrestling, 
oncha^ n. last bit of pus that comes out in a long string out ofboil (etc.) Category: Insects. 
onchal 2 See: thaa' onchal. 
oncham See: aak oncham. 
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Onchan n. season after wet. Category: Plants. 

onchan many See: onchan wayath. Category: Time. 

Onchan min n. the season following onchan wayath. No more rain at all. Bush food (plant food, yams and wild honey) is very 
plentiful. Category: Time. 

Onchan wayath n. Variant: also called 'onchan many', a short season following the real wet season kaap). The countryside 
is still wet but the rain has virtually stopped, just some afternoon storms. Category: Time. 

ontan 1 As in: kich ontan. n. a large paper bark tree found near beaches, with a tougher bark than yuk kich thuumpiy. The tough 
bark was widely used for humpies, shelters and ground ovens. 

ontan 2 n. Variant: yuk ontan. softwood, brittle, easy to break (e.g. yuk thanchal and yuk mippiy; also,rotten wood, soft and 
easily broken. 

ont-ontan adv. once and for all,(speak) briefly (opposite to talkative). Wik ont-ontan thaw~ana, yaam ke' ongkath~ana, 
than kan-ngul iiyaynweya! Say it once and for all, don't drag it on, they're ready to go. 

ongk adj, adv. long (in time or distance),tall. Ngan aak ongk iiyan. We went a long way. Nil ongk em. He's grown tall. Ngan 
aak ongk iiyan. We went a long way. Nil ongk em. He's grown tall. Ngan aak ongk iiyan. We went a long way. Nil 
ongk em. He's grown tall. Ngan aak ongk iiyan. We went a long way. Nil ongk em. He's grown tall. Ngan aak 
ongk iiyan. We went a long way. Nil ongk em. He's grown tall. Ngan aak ongk iiyan. We went a long way. Nil 
ongk em. He's grown tall. 

kinch Ongk temp, all day long. 

kuchek-ongk adj. narrow head or face (nickname). 

ngutongk temp, all night. 

poth Ongk adv. in a line; in a straight row (e.g. houses or trees in a row; kangaroos hopping in a line), 
waa'-ongk adj. tall, skinny child (used as a nickname). 

Ongkam adv. stretched out as in a line,long way. Minh kuympay ongkam thaa' pey. The kangaroo jumped a long way. Minh 
kulan ongkam pey yukaka. The possum made a long jump to the tree. Minh kuympay ongkam thaa' pey. The 
kangaroo jumped a long way. Minh kulan ongkam pey yukaka. The possum made a long jump to the tree. 

wik ongk-ongkam kuch-kuchantan; wik ongk-ongkam waa'-waa'antan tv. pass on word from one to 

another (e.g. news of accident, or a rumour),pass word via radio or telephone. 

Ongkaman iv. go a long way,grow long. 

Oligkaraman iv. stretch (leg, arm). 

Oligkarathan tv. stretch out (leg, arm). 

Ofigkathan tv. make something long, lengthen. 

Oligkeyan iv. Usage: avoidance, crawl. Syn: thuuchan. 

Ongk-ongkam iiy(antan) iv. walk in a line (like soldiers),go a long way. 

Ongk-ongkam nyiin(tan) iv. sit in a line (as in a canoe),stretch out legs. 

ongk-ongkam than(tan) iv. stand in a line (or be stretched out in a line, e.g. clouds). Yuw yot than-thantan, um 

thurpak ngula, ongk-ongkam than-thantan. In the season around September and October, many clouds bank up, 
and stretch along the horizon (like castles). 

Ongk-ongkam wun(tan) iv. sleep in a rowjie down straight or flat (e.g. when the doctor wants to have a look at you). 

onyan As in: Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
kuuy onyan n. fishing net. Syn: punththaman. 

waangk onyan n. net string bag. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

00^ n. Variant: yuk ool. stick used for pounding food such as may lot (to flatten after skinning) or may kuthal and may ippow (to 
make them smooth after cooking). Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

OOl 2 As in: As in: As in: 
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OOlp n. Variant: minh oolp. Category: Fish. 

Yellow fin tandan,locally called dewfish (Neosilurus glencoensis). This eel tail catfish grows to about 15 cm and is 
found in freshwater swamps and lagoons up the Archer River. Has a shorter tail than its saltwater counterpart pikkuchiy. 

oonan n. Variant : yuk oonan. sandalwood tree with a sweet scent, grows in the thick scrub in the east. Category : Plants. 

OOny n. ghost,spirit, usually referring to a dead man's spirit. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. Syn: minchalam. 

00 ny way n. bad, evil spirits. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

00ny Way pi'an n. a term used for the devil,Satan. 

oopal n. Variant : minh oopal. All terns: Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybrida), Gull-Billed Tem (Gelochelidon nilotica), 

Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia), Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii), Black Naped Tem (Sterna sumatrana), Bridled 
Tern (Sterna anaethetus), Little Tern (Sterna albifrons), Crested Tern (Sterna bergii) and Lesser Crested Tern (Sterna 
bengalensis). Terns in general have sharp fine bills, slender bodies with longish wings and deeply forked tails. They are 
found around the coasts and into the bay. Terns take living food by plunging below the surface of the 
water. Category: Birds. 

001" Category: Time. 

n. dust. Usage: avoidance. Syn: kurk. Syn: kurk. 

may oor n. 1 • rising or soda. Category: Food. 

2 • used to describe may wu'amp when still not settled down. It is drained over and over until it becomes clear may 
oor ya'an wunow. 

OOt As in: As in: As in: 

OOW 1 OOW 1 calling a big dog to come. Syn: chi' chi' chi', 
ooy n. an orphan, fatherless and motherless. Syn: aanch um. 
ooyaman tv. to be burnt (food and meat), 
ooyamathan tv. to burn food and meat, 
ooykam n. spear type. See: kek ooykam. 

ooyngorpan n. Variant: thuuk ooyngorpan. Carpet Snake or Carpet Python that lives in the mangroves. Crushes prey (such 
as goannas, frogs, rats, small wallabies) by twisting its body around them and crushing the bones. Averages 2 
metres. Category: Snakes. 

ooywooy excl. poor thing! 

opang n. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

Opar n. Category: Insects. 

1 • medicine (used for both bush and European medicine used for curing ills). 

2 • bad medicine used by sorcerers to make people sick. (e.g. the medicine might be thrown on the ground so the person 
will tread on it; or it might be rubbed on clothes hanging out at night e.g. on fork of trousers or women's pants - the 
person will then get sores on their body. The bad medicine may come from the cocoon of a stinging caterpillar, or from 
the juice of a dead man, or from bones. The sorcerer may keep such medicine ready in a bottle.) 

3 • 'medicine' or magic used in hunting, cards and love by those who are not sorcerers themselves. 

OF n. As in: um or. misty cloud. Category: Time. 

orangkam n. Variant : may orangkam. a feast held when opening a dead person's house one or two years after the death. 
Probably previously when the body was cremated. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

Otamat n. Usage: archaic, porpoise. Category: Fish. 

Otang adj. short. 

pik-Otang island. Category: Geography. 

Otangathan tv. make short, shorten. 

Oth adj. full (with food), 
thip Oth full stomach, 
thip Oth iiyAN iv. too full, can hardly walk. 
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oth nyiinan iv. satisfied, had enough to eat. 

Otham n. Variant: puk otham. name given to older sister's children by her younger brothers and sisters. See: Appendix I. 
othaman /« to be full up. 

Othamayan adv. hard; loud, to do with exercise or effort. 

ngangk othamayan thee'AN tv. sigh. 

Othamayanathan tv. make loud (e.g. singing, or a radio or a cassette player). 

Othathan tv. fill someone up (with food). 

oth-oth adv. quickly,hard. Oth-oth thath~ana! Look intently! 

OW n. Variant: may ow. yellowfruit drink. The dried fruit is pounded, put in water in a bark dish and a milky drink is squeezed 
from the paste. It is mainly given to sick people or nursing mothers to drink. Category: Food. See: may nguw; may 
po'al. 

oyngk ». vomit. 

man oyngk (wamp(ar)) (i) feel like vomiting. 

minh oyngk n. long shells or fish used for bait e.g. ochangan. 

thaa'oyngk «. bait, 
oyngk yeechan iv. vomit. 
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paach As in: mut paach. n. end bit of fish tail, that can be seen sticking out of the water. 

paachatl tv. eat up all the food so that there is none left for others. May ya' paachin ngayang, ngayang ya' 
meechathin.They ate up all the food and left none for me and that made me really hungry. 

paakaman iv. Usage: avoidance, camp out. Syn: paanthan. 

paakamathan tv. Usage: avoidance, look after something overnight; or camp with a child (to look after 
him). Syn; paanthathan. 

paal conj. conj. 

paalak adv. (go) for a little while, intending to come back. Syn: palam. 

paalan n. Usage: avoidance, teeth. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: koonh. 

paam As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: 

paamp n. Variant: also 'ngak paamp'. swamp. Category: Geography. 

paantang As in: As in: As in: 

paanthan iv. make camp; sleep (at night),stay (overnight or for several nights). Ngay nungantang paanthang. I'm staying 
(or camping) with him. Ngay nungantang paanthang. I'm staying (or camping) with him. Ngay nungantang 
paanthang. I'm staying (or camping) with him. Ngay nungantang paanthang. I'm staying (or camping) with 
him.Ngay nungantang paanthang. I'm staying (or camping) with him. Ngay nungantang paanthang. I'm staying 
(or camping) with him. 

aak kan paanthAN iv. dawnbreak, before sunrise. 

paanthanow! /v. sleep well! 

paanthan wun~ana iv sleep well till tomorrow. 

piiy paanthAN iv. stay for the night. 

weechanang paanthAN iv. groan all night (because of sickness). 

paanthathan tv. keep something overnight; sleep or camp with a child so as to look after him. 

winchanamang paanthathAN tv. take the young men to participate in the Winchanam initiation ceremonies. They are 
kept in the bush for quite some time. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

paangan tv. feel water with spear or stick to see if it is deep or shallow, or whether there are crabs and so on around. Kan 

yuutamp in paanga! Minh puuy in pek yaaka' wun-wunan awarang ina. Feel for the holes with your spear, 
maybe there are crabs in them. 

paap 1 n. Variant: minh paap. Letter-Winged Kite (Elanus scriptus), Australian or Nankeen Kestrel (Falco cenchroides). The kite 
and falcon are grouped together because of their habit of hovering motionless in the air, like 'dancing shake-a-leg in the 
air'. Both birds drop on prey consisting of small birds, mammals, reptiles, and insects. Often seen around the 
community. Category: Birds. 

paap 2 n. breast. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: thuut 2 . Syn: thuut 2 . Syn: thuut 2 . Syn: thuut 2 . 

paap mich n. soft drooping breasts. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

paap thap n. firm breasts, especially in young unmarried women. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

puk thaa' paapiy n. child still on the breast. 

paap 3 n. Variant: yuk paap. tree (Wrightia pubescens) with milky sap. Is good for firewood. Category: Plants. 

paath n. billycan.tin. Syn: the'. 

paathan tv. try,taste,practise,experience someone (e.g. a woman) or something (e.g. a person's fist). 

paay n. Variant: thuuk paay. Yellow tree snake, non-poisonous, but likes to twist itself around a person's neck after falling from 
a tree. 


http://ausil.org/Dictionary/Wik-Mungkan/lexicon/main.htm 


1/23 


21/10/2019 


Wik Mungkan - Lexicon 


paayan n. Variant: may paayan. small sweet waterlily roots, something like the larger may umpiy roots. Category: Food. 
pach 1 n. flower(s). Category: Grasses. 

pach 2 adj. clean,white. Kulich pach ngul pent. The clothes are clean (from the wash). Kulich pach ngul pent. The clothes 
are clean (from the wash). Kulich pach ngul pent. The clothes are clean (from the wash). Kulich pach ngul 
pent. The clothes are clean (from the wash). 

kaa' pach n. white people. 

kemp pach n. light-coloured people (this can include people of mixed colours), 
yuw pach n. the Milky Way. 
pach mo'an iv. shooting star. 

pach pekan tv. bloom (with flowers). Category: Grasses. Yuk thonamang pach yot pek thanang. The tree was blooming 
profusely. 

pach puchalam n. orchids. See: puchalam. 
pachalang adj. bare,bald, (clean). 

kemp pachalang n. clean flesh as of new-born baby. 

kuchek pach(alang) n. bald head. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yilk pach(alang) n. tree without fruit, or leaves - almost bare (maybe withered away as well). 

pachaman zv. be cleansed,be bare,to skin (e.g. skin a knee). Kanam pacham owl It's clean, oh! Pungk pachaman ey? Did 
you skin your knee? Kanam pacham owl It's clean, oh! Pungk pachaman ey? Did you skin your knee? Kanam 
pacham ow! It's clean, oh! Pungk pachaman ey? Did you skin your knee? 

aak kan pachaman very early morning, just as dawn breaks, 
pe'an pir' pachamAN zv. to clean the skin around a sore or cut the skin from a sore. 
pachathan 1 tv. clean (something),whiten (something). 

pachathan 2 As in: As in: 
pak See: panch pak. 

pakang makan tv. 1 • cling tightly (e.g. a child to grandparent),stick on something; be stuck on (e.g. berries to firestick with 
wax; oysters to a rock). Minh war pakang makan kunttow ananganiya. The oysters are stuck firm to the rocks. Nil 
puk many thonamangan kemwayyow nungantaman kaangk ke' kuchowan, nil puk many alangan pakang 
mak nunang! That child didn't want to let his grannie go, he just wanted to cling to her. Niiy yaam ke'an woonch- 
woonch~an nath-nathpalan, ke' pakang mak-mak~an nganang. Stop coming here all the time clinging to us. 

2 • dry throat, especially during illness. Thaa' pakang makan ngayang. My throat is really dry. Thaa' pakang 
makan ngayang. My throat is really dry. 

pipang pakang makAN tv. rub all over the body with clay. 

pakang unchan zv. smell lingers on. Awal pakang unch-unchan kaa'ang. That smell remains. I can smell it. 

pal 1 loc. here. Some of the common expressions heard with pal are: 

pal iiy~ana! zv. come here. 

pal ngOOnch~ana! zv. come in (speaker inside). 

pal thee'~ana! tv. give (to speaker). 

pal weny~ana! zv. Usage: avoidance, come here. 

pal 2 v.aux. wish to do something or be like someone. Ngay pal kemp many weeming ke' kuuth ngatharam yimanangan 
ey! An ep nil kemp pep-pepan iiy-iiyan nunga. I wish I could have a slim figure like my cousin! She has a thin 
straight figure. Ngay pal New Guinea=ak mo'ing ey! I wish I could go to New Guinea. 

pal am loc. come this way,back here,back home. 

thaa' palam loc. halfway. 
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umpalam loc. on the way back. 

palam-puyam adv. this way and that,here and there and everywhere. Ompam purpam mamuwpul, palam-puyam 

unchuwpul, kootra kaawam unchuwpul, kootra kuuwam unchuwpul. They grabbed each other around the waist 
and knocked each other this way and that, to the east and to the west. 

palangk loc. this side. Wonk palangk nyiin~an ngatharang thinth. Sit here on this side of me. Yuw wonk palangk 
thathanamp. Look at this side of the moon. 

palOW n. Variant: may palow. damper. Category: Food. 

pal-pekkuw loc underneath. 

palpungan tv. Usage: avoidance, take. Syn: kalan. 

pal-puy loc. everywhere. Wunt pal-puy penyan. The wind is blowing everywhere. Wunt pal-puy penyan. The wind is 
blowing everywhere. Wunt pal-puy penyan. The wind is blowing everywhere. 

ma' pal-puy ad/', really busy. 

ninthan pal-puy nyiin(pul) iv. where two sisters are married to two brothers; or where the wife of a man is the sister 
of his sister's husband. 

pam n. man,mankind. 

may kuyan pam n. small amount of sugarbag. See: kuyan. 

may upan pam n. light yellowish coloured honey, not so rich. See: upan. 

ma' pam ke'anang n. single woman, either never married, or widowed or divorced. 

puchalam pam n. thick cluster of orchid stems. See: puchalam. 

than pamam n. all men, group of men. 

thum pam n. one of the sticks of the firesticks, the one that is held vertically and inserted into the slot of the other stick 
(lying on the ground) and then rubbed and twirled with hands. 

pam komp n. young man (married or single). 

pam ma'-wanchiyang n. married man. 

pam ngotan n. Aboriginal man,or man of another dark-skinned race. Syn: piim ngotan. 

pam pikiy n. married woman. 

pam pi'an n. important man. 

pam thum n. husband. See: Appendix I. 

pam UChan n. initiated man after participating in uchanam dance. 

pam wanch n. people. 

pam wanch waa'am people from other races. 

pamp 1 n. Variant: minh pamp. Large toothed flounder (Pseudorhmbus arsius), Peacock sole (Achirus paroninus). Both of these 
fish are very good eating. They can be caught on lines or in the cast net. Both are flat fish with eyes on one side. The 
flounder has a tail separate from its dorsal and anal fins. Found in estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

pamp 2 adj. flat. 

aak pamp level ground. 

ma' pampang piikAN tv. hit with flat (palm) of hand, 
mun pamp not much flesh on one's behind, 
thul pamp n. thin and flat woomera. 

pam-pam n. As in: As in: As in: 

pam-wiy-ke' adv. never. Than pam-wiy-ke' iiyantan minhakana, gamble anman kee'-kee'antan thonakama. They 
never go fishing. They only gamble all the time. Thum ananiya pam-wiy-ke' uthamana. That fire never goes out. 

panch ii. bird. Categoiy: Birds. 
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panch aay n. Variant: minh panch aay. Cuckoo Shrikes, Blackfaced (Cornacina novaehollandiae), and White-bellied Cuckoo 
Shrikes (Cornacina papuensis). Mostly soft grey with black and white markings. Often one by one or in small groups. 
Refold or shuffle wings after landing. Feeds on insects and caterpillars in trees and bushes. Category: Birds, Birds. 

panch pak n. Variant: minh panch pak. n. All small honeyeaters: Black Chinned (Melithreptus gularis-race:laetior); White- 
Throated (Melithreptus albogularis); Brown (Lichmera indistincta); White-Streaked (Trichodere cockerelli); Bar- 
Breasted (Ramsayornis fasciatus); Rufous-Banded (Conopophila albogularis); Rufous Throated (Conopophila 
rufogularis); Dusky (Myzomela obscura); and Yellow-bellied Sunbird (Nectarina Jugularis). Generally small active birds 
with longish curved bill and long fine flexible tongue. Mostly feeding on blossoming plants but also on very small 
insects. Often near water but also inland. These birds like drinking water and bathing in the water.The Yellow bellied 
Sunbird is Australia's only sunbird - a beautiful, small short tailed olive-yellow bird with long downcurved slender black 
bill. Male has throat and upper breast burnished blue/black. Feeds on nectar, small insects and spiders. Their nests are 
small, pendulous and tailed with hooded circle entrance bound with spiders' webs. Often suspended over 
water. Category: Birds. 

panch thomp n All small beach birds, frequently found in small groups. They often run quickly along beaches, pause, jab at 
food and run on. Most common at Aurukun are the Red-kneed Dotterel (Erythrogonys cinctus), the Red-capped Plover 
(Charadrius ruficapillus) and the Black-fronted Plover (Charadrius melanops). Also Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola), 
Lesser Golden Plover (Pluvialis dominica), Mongolian Plover (Charadrius mongolus), Large Sand Plover (Charadrius 
leschenaultii) and Oriental Plover (Charadrius veredus). Category: Birds. 

panch thllkkay n. Black Butcherbird (Cracticus quoyi). All black butcherbird. Lias a blue grey bill with fine black hook. The 
Race rufescens variety occurs at Aurukun. Lias a rich flute-like call. Feeds on small animals, lizards and large insects. 
Called thukkay because it can give people lice. Category: Birds. 

panch-panchaman iv. crave (e.g. food, milk). Thuut pi'an ulpanta, kaath-kunchanta, puk manyaniy-a, wiy panch- 
pancham, a' erkam mungk. The mother's breasts were swollen with milk and as a result, the child craved milk, and 
drank quickly. May palowak panch-panchamangan nint ey? You're hungry for damper, ey? 

pank(antan) iv. clear out; disperse (implies people separate and go in different directions). Used in contexts like people all 
going out hunting in different directions on the weekend; or people scattering from a fight when a gun is flashed 
around.Ayyang! Niiyalang! Niiy kan pank~an aak niiyantamaka! Koyam iiy~ana. All of you! Away to your 
homes! Go back! Nath-nath pankantan minh nga'akan iiyantan. They all go out in different directions for fishing. 

pantam As in: ngak pantam. n. waterhole. Category: Geography. 

panth n. Variant: minh panth. Yellow-backed sand goanna (probably Varanus gouldii) that lives in holes in the timber places. It 
lays its eggs in holes in the sand. Category: Animals. See: minh thech. 

panth-panth n. maggot. Categoiy: Insects. 

pang n. Variant: may pang, poor quality sugarbag. Category: Food. Syn: may muul, may polp, may wat. 

pangk n. Variant: minh pangk. wallaby. Category: Animals. 

pangk achwey n. male wallaby. Category: Animals. 

pangk menth n. big kangaroo, often called 'mother' kangaroo. Category: Animals. 

pangk ulak n. female wallaby with a child. Category: Animals. 

pany-pany wunyathan tv. flick hands/arms to shake off water, rice, honey, etc. Ma' pany-panyan ke' wunyath~ana, 

ngak thethang mak-makangan ngayang, puy iiya! Don't flick the water onto me, I'm being sprayed with drops of 
water - go away! 

parkan iv. become/get warm,shine and give warmth (fire, sun, moon). Ngay kinchang nyiin~anga, yipam park-park~ang, 
puth kuchar. It's cold, so I'll sit in the sun to get warm. Kinch ke'am parkan, yuwang ngath-ngathan. The sun is 
not shining. It is covered by clouds. Kepan parkan. It's bright moonlight. 

parkathan tv. warm (oneself),singe (an animal or bird before putting in a ground oven). Ngay parkathang ngatharakam 
thumang. I'm warming myself by the fire. Ngay parkathang ngatharakam thumang. I'm warming myself by the 
fire. 

yongkang parkathan ceremony concerning the spirit of a dead person. See: yongkang parkathan. 

parp n. Kite, including Black or Fork-Tailed Kite (Milvus Migrans), Square-Tailed Kite (Lophoictinia isura). Whistling Kite 
(Haliastur sphenurus). These three are all soaring kites often locally called 'greedy hawk' from habit of swooping on 
scraps of food. Broad winged, soaring birds of prey, both scavengers and predators. Live in wide ranging habitats 
throughout the area. Not eaten now. Category: Birds. Category: Birds. 


http://ausil.org/Dictionary/Wik-Mungkan/lexicon/main.htm 


4/23 


21/10/2019 


Wik Mungkan - Lexicon 


parp WUUt n. big hawk. Category: Birds, 
par-par As in: As in: As in: As in: 

par' thllthan tv. remove something quickly that is attached (e.g. remove fish from spear, or tentacles of jellyfish from skin) or 
pull something to release it (e.g. line caught on snag); or may lot in ground. Yulmulang penchinwey-a, nint kuuy 
nungantam anangan erkam par' thuth~an kempamana, puth ngul kempang ngoonch. If a jellyfish stings you, 
pull off the tentacles quickly lest they get into your flesh. 

pathalang adj, adv. stubborn,sulky. See: ninthan pathalang. 

pathan 1 tv. sing. 

man wuungkam path(AN) tv. a humming kind of singing. 

wuungk path AN tv. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

1 • one of the special songs sung by old ladies (the ones who are knowledgeable) to send the spirit of a dead person 
away to its totem place to stay there forever. The spirit is believed to hear the song and obey. 

2 • a growling song sung by old people (men or women) after being teased, or after a fight. 

3 • a song sung softly to put children to sleep. 

pathan 2 tv. bite,chew (includes picking bones). 

aak-way pathAN iv. person doing silly things (but in right mind) e.g. woman dancing and lifting her dress, or swaying 
her body provocatively. May be done deliberately to be funny, or maybe to be a nuisance. 

awal pathAN tv. know someone very well or be used to someone. 

ling pathAN IV. blaze up, light up. 

man-pathAN tv. squabble, argue. Syn: kaa'-pathan. 

man-pathan adj. sweet (of food). 

ngangk-pathAN iv. really hate. 

ngurp pathAN tv. to be used to someone, be good friends. 

tung tung pathAN tv. fish nibbling and taking bait. Syn: par-par pathan. 

wal pathAN tv. smoodge, neck(ing). 

Wll' path red colour of clouds at sunset or sunrise, 
yeep pathAN (nunang) tpv. someone bursting to go the toilet, 
pathathan tv. light (a fire); turn on a light, 
thum pathathAN tv. light a fire. 

pathathan As in: mee'-pathathan. tv. look after really well or properly; keep an eye on someone, 
paththam adv. adj. really,very. 

ep-paththam adv. really well (in doing something); really true. Also used for contrast, and could be substituted for ep (as 
a stronger form of it) in many sentences. 

pattakam adv. intensifies 'many' 'small'. 

many pattakam very tiny; minute; very small. 

pay thapathan tv. undo,unwrap (e.g. blankets, bandage, swag, clothes wrapped in a bundle, fish wrapped in ti-tree bark, towel 
around pandanus). Pay thapatha, yaam ke' akul wunayna way min anangana. Undo those things, don't leave them 
rolled up too long. 

paypantang n. Variant: minh paypantang. Straw-Necked Ibis (Threskiomis spinicollis). Often locally called Black Ibis. A 
large black and white swamp bird with long sickle shaped black bill. White neck, underparts and tail, straw coloured 
breast, plumes with black wings and back. Feeds in groups often with Royal Spoonbill minh ngungkalang) and White 
Ibis minh kayyuw). Feeds on crustaceans, molluscs, tadpoles, frogs, small fish, leeches and so on. Nests in colonies in 
paperbarks. Individual nests are often trampled into a single platform. After bushfires they fly around looking for 
insects, grasshoppers and so on. Category: Birds. 

pay-(pay) tha'an tv. See: pay thapathan. 
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pa'amp n. Variant: wak pa'amp. Bloodroot plant, (Haemodorum coccineum). A bulb with 45cm stems, which produces small 
maroon flowers and which produces a scarlet sap when picked from the bulb. Grows in sandy loam in scrub woodland 
country. Brown or purplish dye is obtained from the red corm of this reed and is used for dyeing pandanus and 
thuuth. Category: Grasses. 

pa'ant adj. As in: As in: As in: 

pa'kunan tv. Usage: avoidance, hit. Syn: piikan. 
pech n. hole (e.g. in a boat or a wall),tear (in material). 

aak pech we'ar (large) space e.g. in a house or humpy, or area like a park, 
pechan iv. shout out,call out. 

pechathan /V. shout out,call out. Nint ke' pech-pechathin ngayang, nint it-itangam thaw~ana! Ngay kuchek nyaa' 
wunar. Don't shout at me, speak softly. I feel ashamed. 

pechathiy adj. leaky (boat or house) due to lots of holes, 
peekal n. bark (for skinbark canoe thoon from yuk ponth. Syn: imp. 
peeln adj. mad,silly in the head. Syn: weenth. 
peempan tv. Usage: avoidance, cut. Syn: umpan. 

peen n. Variant: yuk peen. bauhinia (Cathormion umbellatum) tree. The bark was used to stupefy fish so they could be easily 
caught. The fruit can be eaten. Category: Plants. 

peental Variant: kemp peental. have bad luck. Ngay kemp peentala, minh ke'anang wiy wampang. I had bad luck, that's 
why I didn't catch anything. 

peengk n. Variant: minh peengk; old people's talk, cattle. Category: Animals. 

peengkam n. Variant: yuk peengkam. hair stolen for sorcery purposes and mixed with poison, and then put in a place where 
two tree branches rub together. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

peepar adj. Usage: avoidance, hungry. Syn: meech. 

peerp n. scrub country. Category: Geography. 

peetan temp, yesterday. 

peet-peetan a while ago (e.g. the day before yesterday and before that). 

peewan n. Variant: minh peewan. Flathead Goby fish,locally called mudfish (Glossagobius giurus). It grows to 30 cm and can 
be caught on lines or speared. Category: Fish. 

peeyan iv. cry. 

kaap peeyAN iv. to thunder. Category: Time. 

ngak peeyAN iv. to thunder. Category: Time. 

ngangk peeyAN iv. feel really strong emotion, either hate or love or longing, depending on the context. Category: Mood 
and Character. 

ngangk peeyAN ipv. feeling of longing or sadness. Category: Mood and Character. 

poch peeyAN ipv. feel pain. 

UU peeyAN iv. to thunder. Category: Time. 

peeyanang (fight or argue or do something hostile to someone) because of someone; over someone,on behalf of. Nu ngantam 
peeyanang piikuwpul. They had a fight over him. Puk many thonamang ku' many em-emath. Ngul pukana 
puk many thonamang thep nunang. Nil ku' alangan thath nunang, nil path nunang pukan puk many 
alantam peeyanangana. A child, who owned a small dog was hit by another child. Seeing this, the dog bit that child 
for hurting its owner. 

peeyathan tv. cry with people who are in sorrow, or who are hurt or injured, in order to comfort them. Category: Mood and 

Character. Than wanchinth al-alangan ma' kaath puk anangan peey-peeyathin thanang nil puth wukalongk 
ngul weena. The old ladies cried with the mother and her children to comfort them because she had become a 
widow.Puk many ilangan nappy yiinch peey-peeyathan nungamang. The baby is crying (for help) because his 
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nappy is wet. Puk many ilangan nappy yiinch peey-peeyathan nungamang. The baby is crying (for help) because 
his nappy is wet. 

ma'ang peeyathAN tv. person feels overwhelmed in a fight (e.g. maybe many people set onto one person) so gives up 
and cries instead of fighting back. 

pek loc. under,down,inside. 

an pek loc. down there (e.g. at the Landing). 

in pek toe. down here. 

kaa'-um-pek adv. head down (e.g. used to describe a plane landing; or an eagle swooping on its prey), 
pek ngOOnch~ana! come in (a common expression), 
puy pek loc. underneath. 

thaa' pek loc. right inside (e.g. splinter in finger), 
um pekang WUnAN iv. lie upside down,lie on stomach, 
yam pek loc. somewhere here inside, 
pek aathan iv. proceed from one point to another. See: aathan (iv(2)). 

pekam loc. down,inside. Thaa' pek pemarang nath pekam ukin. They went right down inside the mangroves. Thaa' pek 
pemarang nath pekam ukin. They went right down inside the mangroves. Thaa' pek pemarang nath pekam 
ukin. They went right down inside the mangroves. 

pekam muunchAN iv. dive down. 

thaa' pekam loc. right down, right inside. 

pe katl 1 tv. As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: 

pekan 2 tv. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

1 • do acts of sorcery. Pam ma' wop il-ilangan pekantan thanang pam wanch wiy anangan, chaapar maay- 
maayantan thanttam. Sorcerers do acts of sorcery on some people and take some of the blood (from inside) them. 

2 • kill by sorcery; or by other methods e.g. kill animals via hunting. 

pekanang n. Variant: minh pekanang. Azure Kingfisher (Ceyx azurea). A very small dark blue kingfisher with orange breast. 

Perches on roots or low branches overhanging water. Flies quickly over water to next perch. Dives from perch for small 
fish. Nests in chamber at end of burrow in river bank. Category: Birds. 

pekangk loc. underneath. Pul ma' pempang ngul unchuwpul, unchuwpul, a' pulana aakang karp keekpul. Pam 
thonana pekangk wun-wun, nil pam thonana kenyangk wun-wun thon alantangan. The two men were 
wrestling and wrestling and both fell to the ground. One was underneath and the other was on top of him. 

pekkuw loc. right down, down inside. 

pek(wuntan) v. fight. 

pemar 1 n. thigh. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

pemar 2 n. Variant: yuk pemar. paddle made from white mangrove root (yukpemar 
pach). Category: Plants. Category: Plants .Category: Plants. 

yuk pemar ngotan n. Black Mangrove (maybe Rhizophora). A mangrove with long stilt roots growing on river banks. 
The long fruit may yuunch is edible after being cooked in a ground oven until soft. It is then strained with water 
several times, then squeezed against the knee in a small bag to remove excess water. The inner bark is used as a dye. 
Boiled with water it gives a strong red colour that does not fade. It was used for dying clothes at Aurukun during the 
Mission days. The timber is strong and can be used to build wet season humpies. Good for firewood. 

yuk pemar pach n. White Mangrove (maybe Ceriops decandra). This mangrove grows on the coastal fringe of the 

mangroves. It has a spear head shaped shoot. The small buttress of the mangrove makes a useful canoe paddle. The 
timber is good for firewood. Category: Plants. 

pemar (pal-puy) adv. always active, always on the move. Pemar kee'-kee'antan wo'uwangana, motorang palam- 
puyam mo'antan. They're always playing in the river, going up and down in their motor boats. Pemar pal-puy 
iiyantan wanchaka. They're always walking up and down looking for a woman. Pemar pal-puy mo'-mo'antan 
plane=angana. The men are always flying up and down in the plane (for grog). 
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pemarang pi'an tv. keep close to one's side (e.g. things, or a child). Yuk way min min-miniy nungantakam pemarang 
pi'-pi'a. He kept all the good things close to his side. 

pemarpathan n. Variant: minh pemarpathan. mangrove moth (similar to witchetty grub). Category: Insects. 

pemp n. tracks. 

tha' pemp nyiingkanam «. fresh footprints or tracks, 
tha' pemp weechAN tv. follow footprints. 

pench n. body hair. Category: Body Parts and 

Products. See: thuu'. See: thuu'. See: thuu'. See: thuu'. See: thuu'. See: thuu'Aee; thuu’. 

mee' pench n. eyelashes. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
pench maayAN tpv. hair standing out because of cold, 
plinth pench n. hair on arms. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
thaa' pench n. beard. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
yi' pench n. pubic hair. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
yuwan pench n. underarm hair. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

pench ekan iv. feel embarrassment or guilt after someone else has thrown hints about trouble in the past (about which the 
person still has grudges) or about his appearance. It con Id also be that someone imagines others are talking about him 

and may get upset and accuse them. Category: Mood and Character. Nip ke' pench ekow! Ngan nipang ke'am 
waa’-waa'anan. Don't get upset, we're not talking about you. Nip ke’ pench ekow! Ngan nipang ke'am waa'- 
waa'anan. Don't get upset, we're not talking about you. 

thaa' pench ekAN iv. ashamed or too frightened to speak (up). 

pench way adv, adj. embarrassed (e.g. after being refused a request). Category: Mood and Character. 

pench wayathan tv. make someone ashamed or embarrassed (e.g. someone may keep asking for something, and the other 
person may keep refusing. The first person will then be ashamed). Nint ke' pench wayathin nunang. You shouldn't 
make her ashamed. 

penchan 1 iv. As in: mee'-penchan. be born; open eyes. 

penchan 2 iv. As in: mee' ... penchan. turn eyes in a certain direction. The direction word (e.g. kaaw occurs in the middle of 
the phrase. 

penchan 3 iv. 1 • be cooked or boiled (on fire), burn (with fire), burn-like sting (e.g. from box jellyfish etc.) Ngakan kan 

penchana. The water has boiled. Ngay thum karkanang keekangan, wiy penchangan. I fell in a hot fire, that's 
how I got burned. Ngay ya' penchang kuuy yulmulanga. I got badly stung by a box jellyfish. 

2 • ripen (of fruit). May kan pench ey? Is that fruit ripe? or| Is that food cooked? 

penchiy n. Variant: aak penchiy. cremation grounds, considered mystically dangerous. Only old men who are also owners of 
the country, may safely gather food at an aak penchiy. Even they should wrap their feet in bark to avoid direct contact 
with the ground. Category. Ceremony and Dreaming. Pam thonam aak penchiy wakan iiya, nang yiipa, nil 
mee'miy ya'a nil aak angan iiya, aak penchiy thinth, nilan wiy wenchang pakang mak nunang. A man went 
close by a cremation ground in the south. He didn't realize he was so close, and as a result he got sores all over his body. 

pe nch iyang pathan tpv. skin disease suffered by a person who has gone too close to cremation grounds or gathered food too 
close to one. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

pench-thayan adv, adj. brave (e.g. in a fight, or is brave to go by oneself at night). 

pentan iv. 1 • come out.go out. 

2* pass in height. Nil pont-kunchan ya' ongkam nungantam wuny-kunchantamana, ya' pentantam, nil 
ongk.The younger brother has grown taller than the older one, and passed him in height. Nil pont-kunchan ya' 
ongkam nungantam wuny-kunchantamana, ya’ pentantam, nil ongk. The younger brother has grown taller than 
the older one, and passed him in height. Nil pont-kunchan ya' ongkam nungantam wuny-kunchantamana, ya' 
pentantam, nil ongk. The younger brother has grown taller than the older one, and passed him in height. Nil pont- 
kunchan ya' ongkam nungantam wuny-kunchantamana, ya' pentantam, nil ongk. The younger brother has 
grown taller than the older one, and passed him in height. Nil pont-kunchan ya' ongkam nungantam wuny- 
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kunchantamana, ya' pentantam, nil ongk. The younger brother has grown taller than the older one, and passed him 
in height. Nil pont-kunchan ya' ongkam nungantam wuny-kunchantamana, ya' pentantam, nil ongk. The 

younger brother has grown taller than the older one, and passed him in height. 

kuchekam ya' pent(ar) ipv. (I) quickly forgot something. 

man U mputh pentAN iv. pass someone, come out ahead (e.g. in a race). 

math pentAN iv. bubbles coming up in water (e.g. when water in billycan boils). 

thaa' pentAN iv. beg, ask. 

U mputh pentAN iv. pass someone, come out ahead (e.g. in a race). 

pentathan tv. bring out,show. Than nyiingkanam yuk ngench pentathin. They brought out a new dance (to show). Thaa' 
nganth pentath~an yoona! Thaa' nganth nungkar thathowa! Poke out your tongue, so that he (the doctor) can see 
it. 

penth n. young shoots of plants. Category: Grasses. 

pengkat n. bark stretcher for a dead body pam pupar) carried by two or four people. Tied up with emu-feathered string or any 
string kuuy (except thuuth). Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

pengkiy 1 n. Variant: minh pengkiy. Black Tip Shark (Carcharfinus Spallanzani). This shark is often caught on bait at the mouth 
of rivers and along the coast. It is easily distinguished by black tips on dorsal, pectoral and other fins as well as the tail. 

It is eaten but seldom sought after. Found in brackish, estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

pengkiy 2 As in: As in: As in: 

penyan tv. blow (wind, fan). Describes a gentle blowing, 
pepan n. spear type. 

pepan adj. sharp (objects),very thin (but healthy) people, 
mee' pepan sharp top, like a biro or spire. 

per-per n. Variant: minh per-per. Rainbow Lorikeet (Trichoglossus haematodus). Common dark-green Lorikeet - very 

colourful with blue head and yellow-green nape. Seen in pairs to small groups especially round blossoms and fruit e.g. 
mangoes. Category: Birds. Syn: (minh) piinp. .See.' thuth. 

petam temp. Variant: aak petam. for a long time. Syn: yaam. 

pew 1 n. baler shell. In earlier times this was frequently used as a dish for drinking tea, water, wild honey and so 

on .Category: Fish. 

pew 2 n. Variant: minh pew. big swamp turtle. 

pew nguchan kee'(antan) iv. mourning dance when coffin returns. Dead person is in the centre on a bunk, and the old 
women dance around it. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
peyan iv. jump. 

chang chichan peyAN n. jump over something. 

chang chichan thaa' peyAN ;v. jump down or on quickly. 

chang peyAN iv. jump into or out of a boat; jump up and down; jumping movement (as of wallabies and kangaroos), 
karkan peyAN iv. 1 • be hot with fever. 

2 • rush into something, especially a fight. 

kemp wif' peyAN iv. very very weary; nervous and shaky from sickness or a fright. 

kep wuut pi'an an-ngul kaaw pey iv. full moon. 

man umputh peyAN iv. jump ahead of where others are up to. 

ngak peyAN iv. water jumping into a canoe or dinghy in a storm or in fishing. 

thaa' peyAN iv. jump high, spring (e.g. jump onto horse's back). 

thaa'-pey-peyAN iv. skip. 
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pe' n. Variant: minh pe'. Australasian Grebe (Tachybaptus novaehollandiae). Very small water bird. Head and neck black. Grey 
brown with chestnut stripe down neck. Has a bare skin, and pale yellow face spot. Dives often but usually feeds on the 
surface in shallows catching small frogs, crabs, tadpoles and insects. Known locally as a very small duck but the bill is 
more pointed and tail shorter. Not often seen. Category: Birds. 

pe'an n. skin, or; crust on bread or damper,any bark used for string (e.g. okanch, ngaathan; rough skin part of Cabbage Fan Palm 
yuk th uuth. 

kll Uy pe'an n. hide of a bullock or dingo, made into a whip or belt. 

pe'an pir' pachamAN iv. clean skin away from a sore, just leaving the sore. 

pe'an thayan n. scab; hard skin like a pig, bullock or dugong. 

thaa' pe'an «. lips. 

thip pe'an n. animal's pouch, now used for pocket. 

picham n. shoulder. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

picham karp equal in height; equal in status. Ngamp karp pich-picham iiyanamp mee' piip God=antang thathan 

ngampang, thonam pi’an achantang ya'a. We are equal in God's sight. He doesn't see one as more important than 
another. 

picham malang real auntie. Ngay picham malang wunpang thanang. I'm their true auntie. 

picham thak someone who is called aunt but is not a very close relative. 

picham thul-thul thanpan tpv. to get a knock on the shoulder and this is considered to be a signal that one's child 
nhengk) or father might be sick. 

pichan iv. burst (e.g. a balloon, a boil),break (e.g. shell, bottle). 

mee' kam pichAN /V. burst into tears. 

thaa' theek pichAN (nungant) ipv. (his) mouth waters (at the smell of good food; or water gathering in the mouth 
when one tastes something bitter or sour). 

pichanam adj. starting to break. 

picharak n. rags (for mopping the floor, etc). 

pichathan tv. smash,break (e.g. a container like a bottle of fluid),burst (e.g. boil or pimple). 

pich-pichan adj. spotted,speckled (like a speckled hen); decorated. 

pich-(pich)athan tv. paint oneself,decorate (a spear or a shield). Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

piichanam adj, adv. whole (no splits or tears), not broken up (e.g. new dress, seamless robe Jesus wore; a pelican swallowing a 
fish whole without biting it),unscathed (e.g. someone may escape from an accident or fight with no cuts or 
bruises),flawless in appearance,healthy (especially without sores). Pul ma'-kuuncham al-alangan thon-thonam 
tha'-tha'athpul thanang, a' kaa'wal chaapar piikpul thanang. Pul anangan piichanam pentpul. The two 
brothers knocked down one after another and many faces were bleeding. But the two brothers escaped unscathed. 

piikan 1 tv. hit. 

chaapar piikAN tv. fight violently, to the point of bloodshed. 

man-monkan-piikAN tv. hit on back of neck (with stick or axe - an old form of murder). 

ma' ath piikAN tv. clap hands e.g. for dance. 

ma' pampang piikAN tv. hit someone with the flat (the palm) of the hand. 

nony pi ikAN tv. beat until soft and fine. 

pi i kan 2 tv. process of stripping soft fibrous epidermis from young Cabbage Fan Palm leaves, ready for dyeing and 
spinning.Category. Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

piim n. Usage: avoidance, man. Syn: pam. 

piimp n. Variant: minh piimp. See: per-per. 

piimpan iv. pop out (e.g. fish, turtle, dugong, crocodile popping out of the water). Pikkuw in piimpan ngakam, mee' 
nganttanga. A crocodile popped out of the water before our eyes. Pikkuw in piimpan ngakam, mee' 
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nganttanga. A crocodile popped out of the water before our eyes. Pikkuw in piimpan ngakam, mee' 
nganttanga. A crocodile popped out of the water before our eyes. Pikkuw in piimpan ngakam, mee' 

nganttanga. A crocodile popped out of the water before our eyes. Pikkuw in piimpan ngakam, mee' 

nganttanga. A crocodile popped out of the water before our eyes. 

mee' mul piimpanang (thathAN) adv. angry eyes, eyes sticking out. 

mee' piimpanang (thathAN) adv. eyes popping out with amazement or anger. 

mee' pungk piimpanang (thathAN) adv. looking daggers, staring, angry. 

thaa' piimpanakam adv. full to the top. 

piimpathan tv. 1 • fill (e.g. bucket with water). Ngak piimpath~an bucket ilangan. Fill this bucket with water. 

2 • pop something out (e.g. of the water). Pikkuwang pam piimpath ngakama. The crocodile brought the man up 
from the water. Pikkuwang pam piimpath ngakama. The crocodile brought the man up from the water. 

thaa' piimpathAN tv. fill to the top. 

piim-(piim) wuu'an tv. whistle. 

piinchan tv. become fat and healthy. Nint kemp tha'iy ngul piinchan e! You're fat and healthy! 

piinchathan tv make fat by eating lots. Nilana kemp chun ween may minh tha'iyang piinchath nungantakam. Fie has 

made himself fat by eating too much. 

piinp n. Variant: minh piinp. Rainbow Lorikeet (Trichoglossus haematodus),locally called squeaker. A dark green lorikeet with 
scarlet bill, streaky blue head and yellowy green nape, red-orange chest and trousers, blue belly. Carries on a noisy 
raucous chatter feeding on blossoms of eucalyptus, mango and other trees. Nests in hollow 
trees. Category: BirdsAyn. (minh) per-per. 

pi in tan tv. lick. 

ma' piintAN tv. lick hand (as a dog does); kiss hand, 
thaa' piintAN tv. kiss on mouth. 

thaa' piintanang thawAN iv. flatter in order to get something. 
piinth 1 n. Variant: kek piinth. bamboo spear handle. 

piinth 2 n. Variant: yuk piinth. small-stemmed bamboo used for spear handles kek piinth and protective pouch for fire-stick thum 

pup and for pipes thook. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

pnng n. As in: As in: As in: 

piinyuwa n. brother-in-law,sister-in-law. See: Appendix I. 
piip n. father. See: Appendix I. See: Appendix I. 

piip-kunch n. one's own father, 
piip emathan n. father's younger brother. See: Appendix I. 
piip many n. father's younger brother. See: Appendix I. 
piipap n. Variant: minh piipap. Category: Birds. See: piipa-piip. 

piipa-piip n. Variant: minh piipa-piip. Oyster Catchers, Pied (Flaematopus ostralegus) and Sooty (Flaematopus fuliginosus). 
Strong wading birds with strong flat red bills, with which they pry shells off rocks and open other shells, cockles and 
crabs. Seen on Gulf coasts. Usually Pied Oyster Catchers are seen but occasionally the Sooty ones. Pied is black with 
sharply cut-off white rump and belly with red legs. Sooty is all black with pinkish legs. They have pretty spotted eggs 
which they leave in open nests in the sand. The name is onomatopoeic after the call of the bird. Category: Birds. 

piipar n. Variant: yuk piipar. similar to bottle brush (maybe Grevillea pteridiifolia), big bush but smaller flowers than yuk 
punthiy. Category: Plants. 

piir n. shell. Category: Fish. Category: Fish. Category: Fish. 

ma' piir n. fingernail. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
tha' piir n. toenail. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

piirp n. As in: may piirp. n. bush fruit, similar to a cucumber or small melon. Category: Food. 
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piithal (pathwuntan) Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

n. 1 • an organised singing duel; or "war". When there was unresolved conflict, people would sometimes divide into two 
groups with a main singer each and sing cursing type songs at each other, using nicknames etc. They would aim at 
provoking anger in each other by singing sweet-tuned teasing songs about how the people of the other side are fond of 
food, have many sores on their bodies, ride horses badly, row canoes clumsily, walk with a funny gait, and many similar 
topics. Keenkanaman piithal pathwin thanttakama, kul kenthwin, may minhang wipathwin. In earlier times 
they used to sing teasing songs to each other. They made each other angry by talking about each other's greed in eating 
etc. 

2 • Sometimes with piithal singing the humorous entertainment aspect is in focus and as such it has even been described 
as "our own country and western music". It can however turn into the duelling type of piithal singing (see above) if one 
group takes offence at what the other is singing. Syn: theecham. 

piiy n. Variant: kek piiy or piiy yakal). wattle tree yakal shaft of spear with bamboo handle. Category: Artefacts Constructions 
and Personal Objects. 

piiy paanthan iv. stay for the night. 

piiyan tv. 1 • take from (sometimes with the sense of stealing e.g. when a man 'steals' another man's wife). 

2 • buy (originally trade), 
pii'an adj. big. 

pi k 1 n. fin of fish. Category: Fish. Minh ka'anthantam pik ngul thu'a, tha' kech-kech than~ana! There's a catfish fin, stand 
back or you'll get pierced. Minh ka'anthantam pik ngul thu'a, tha' kech-kech than~ana! There's a catfish fin, 
stand back or you'll get pierced. 

ke k pi k n. bone or wire barb, or hook for spear, 
pik 2 n. As in: yuk pik. log. 

pi k 3 As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: 

pik chintan (nunang) tpv. 1 • feel really tired, don't feel like work, or to be fed up, and tired of someone (e.g. boys making 
too much noise, or in too much trouble. Ngay kaangk ke' work iiy~ang nungk, ngayang kan pik chintan ngula. I 
don't want to do any more work for you, I'm really tired. 

2 • get a sore back (e.g. from laughing too hard, or coughing too much), 
pik kaanch n. backbone, 
pik ke'anang n. single girl (never married). 

pik pachang n. fishing rod, long heavy stick from the trees yuk penkiy or yuk pemar (white or black mangrove) with short 
line. Thrown over shoulder. Used for night fishing. 

pik-aak-min adj. aperson who can take a joke. 

pik-aak-way adj. a person who can't take a joke. 

pikan n. Variant, thum pikan. sparks,cinders. 

pikkuchiy n. Variant: minh pikkuchiy. White lipped Catfish Eel, locally called; dewfish (Paraplotosus albilabris) and found in 
salt or brackish water. It is often caught around the mangrove sections of the creeks along with catfish. It is an eel tailed 
catfish growing to more than 1 metre in length. It has two pectoral barbs and one dorsal barb which can inflict a severe 
sting. Good eating. Category: Fish. 

pik-kll 11 iyang adv. not in right mind, and as a result, gets angry for no real reason. 

pik-Otang n. small island. 

pikpungk n. back. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. 

ma' pikpungk n. back of hand. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' pikpungk n. back of foot. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
pikpungk kaanch n. Variant: also 'pik kaanch'. backbone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

pikput n. timber country,woodlands. Category: Geography. 

pil, n. paddles made from yuk 'pemar' or 'yuk po'al'. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 
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P il 2 n. lower hip and thigh. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

aak pil (karp) adv. close together, 
aak pil way ngula almost day break, 
kun pil n. hip bone. 

mangk pilam all around lower hips. Than keenkana wanchangana mangk pilam kuyam kuuyang kathwin may 
kuthalakan. In the past the women tied string around their lower hips (to hold their 'pants') when getting in the 
swamps to gather swamp roots. 

ma'-pil-wayathAN tv. to come upon someone unprepared. 

Wik pilam thee'AN tv. 1 • talk indirectly (e.g. while not facing someone, or via a third person) to someone, especially a 
relative whom one is not allowed to talk to directly e.g. mother-in-law. 

2 • throw hints in an indirect way, 'side-talk' (e.g. mouth the words) in order to start a fight off freshly once more, 
yuk pil thook thaampanan n. walking stick or crutches to protect weak legs. 

pil etar iiyan iv. walk quickly. 

pil thook walking stick. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Pil thookang iiy-iiyan. He's walking 
with a stick. 

pil WUthanam adv. (sit with) closed legs (either knees together or crossed),(walk) knock-kneed. 

pil yeengk wobbly legs, slack. 

pilnunt adv. stay always in one place. Nan nil pam-wiy-ke'wampan ngampar, aak pilnunt anman nyiin-nyiinan. He 

never comes to us, he just always sits in one place. 

pilongk Variant: minh pilongk. n. Sea Mullet (mugil cephalus). These fish grow to 9.0kg and are good eating. They are most 
often speared or netted and rarely caught on lines. Small ones are sought after for bait. Found in brackish, estuary and 
ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

pil-yukam adj. lover of climbing trees (e.g. all children). 

pimp 1 ii. Variant: wak pimp, bullrushes (at Bamboo, not at Aurukun). Category: Grasses. 

pimp 2 n. scales offish. Category: Fish. 

pinch., n. As in: thul pinch, round shaped piece ofbaler shell on end of woomera. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. See: thul 2 . 

pinch 2 adj. very active (e.g. baby),restless. Syn: yuup. Nint pinch ke’ananga! Stop struggling. (Might be said to a man whom 
policemen are trying to grab, but who struggles and kicks.) Nint puk many pattakam maayin-a, puth nil nath 
yuup-yuupamiya palam-puyam weent-weentiy-a, yaa puth nintaniya thawin nungant, "In nint puk pinch a' 
miyala." You might pick up a small baby who is very active, turning this way and that, and then you might say to him, 
"You're a very active child." 

pink adj. slippery (mostly used of body parts). Ngay ke' maaying nunang! Ngay ma' pink ngul mamang nunanga. I can't 
pick him up, my hands are slippery. Tha' pink, wiy enchangana. My feet were slippery, that's why I fell. 

pint n. As in: As in: As in: 

pintal n. plain (few trees),salt pan,clay pan. Category: Geography. 

pintanam adj. smooth surface (e.g. rock, or dead animal after hair has been singed off). 

pi ntanathan tv. make smooth (e.g smoothing a spear, or woomera, either in making it or in mending a join). Can also be used 
to describe actions like ironing, or stroking a cat. 

piny 1 n. l • father's elder brother. 

2 • father's sister (auntie). See: Appendix I. See: Appendix I. 
namp-piny used to address a girl who is named after her father's sister. 

piny 2 n. Variant: minh piny. Striped Butterfish or John Dory (Senenotoca multifasciata) locally called nailfish. This fish is 

slightly smaller than the spotted butterfish. It can inflict a painful sting with its dorsal spines. The flesh is quite edible. 
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Found in freshwater, brackish and estuary waters. Category: Fish. See: chintan. 
piny wanchinth n. father's elder sister. See: Appendix I. 
pinyayng n. younger brother's child. See: Appendix I. 
pinychi n n. father's elder brother,father's sister. See: Appendix I. 
piny-kench n. poison auntie,mother-in-law. See: Appendix I. 

pip n. clay,mud (general term — specific types listed below alphabetically). Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

pip chor-chor n. yellow clay before roasting to redden. 

pip enchan Zv. extremely low tide. 

pip mat n. soft clay. 

pip ITlich n. soft clay. 

pip morp n. white clay. 

pip thangk n. dark grey clay, deep in ground. 

pip Wll' n. red clay, becomes yellow after roasting. 

pipan 1 tv. break (e.g. 

firewood). Syn: thuthan. Syn: thuthan. Syn: thuthan. Syn: thuthan. Syn: thuthan. Syn: thuthan.SHi: thuthan. 

luUW pip(antan) tv. come in a mob; come right in by force. 

ma' pipAN (nunang) tpv. too late going to the toilet, not able to stop wetting oneself (e.g. old people, drunks), 
mee' weep pipAN tv. be really drowsy with sleep. 

monkanang pipAN iv. back of neck cracks. Thought to be an indication of something happening, like a death of a 
relative. 

thaa' pip(antan) tv. come in a mob; come right in by force. 

Wik pipAN tv. disobey the law,break promise (e.g. make plans for a meeting but not turn up). 

pipan 2 tv. turn (in direction),turn over and finish (e.g. a hem, edge of a bag). Kuuwam pip. He turned to the west. Thaa' kan- 
ngul pip~anga. I'll finish off the mouth of the dillybag. Kuuwam pip. He turned to the west. Thaa' kan-ngul 
pip~anga. I'll finish off the mouth of the dillybag. Kuuwam pip. He turned to the west. Thaa' kan-ngul 
pip~anga.I'll finish off the mouth of the dillybag. 

aklll pipAN tv. 1 • sit cross-legged. 

2 • fold up blankets or swag; coil up (of snake), 
kalkui pipAN tv. &e.akul pipan. 

pi pang pakang makan tv. rub all over body and head with clay for hunting disguise or to paint up the relatives of dead 

person (with red clay). Pipang pakang makwuntan kemp yot yompanam kuchekam anpalana tha'akama. They 
rub clay all over their bodies from head to toe. 

piram As in: thaa' piram thawan. iv. speak roughly or sharply. 

pir' As in: pe’an pir' pacham. See: pe'an. 

pir' kalan iv. slip (e.g. in soft mud). Nil pir' kal, way min thamp ench-ench, pip puth micha. He slipped and fell, 
dropping his things, for the mud was soft. 

pith As in: As in: As in: As in: 

pith m Ut n. the sense or meaning of words. 

pith mut ngeeyan tv understand or follow what is said. Pith mut kan ngeeyang nungkar. I followed what you were 
saying. 

pith mut waa'an tv explain the meaning, 
pithan tv. dream. 

kul pithAN iv pick a fight. 
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ma'-pithAN tv. suspect or distrust (someone). 

Way pith AN tv. have a bad dream, or nightmare, 
piw adv. As in: piw thee'an. tv. throw all around,or throw away quickly. 

piwasiy n. Variant: minh piwasiy. term used by children for Green Pigmy Goose (Nettapus 
pulchellus). Category: Birds . See: (minh) miwan. 

Pi' n. ant bed, anthill. Category: Insects. 

Pi' n. Variant: minh pi'. Diamond Scales; Mullet (liza vaigiensis). This fish grows to 5.0kg and is a good food fish. It is easily 

recognised by the diamond shaped design of the scales and the yellow fins. They are very rarely caught on lines but are 
often speared or netted. Category: Fish. 

pi' mont n. big reddish-brown and white anthills. 

pi' Ok n. grey diagonal anthills e.g. three or four or many cornered. 

pi'an adj. bigjarge. Sometimes also includes the idea of powerful. 

ma'puk pi'an n. thumb. 

pam pi'an n. important man. 

puk many wal pi'an n. half-grown child. 

tha'puk pi'an big toe. 

n. 

WUnt pi'an n. gale, strong wind, 
pi'an tv. mind,keep,look after (e.g. a person, a country). 

kaa' math pi'AN tv. drown (someone or something) by holding them under the water. 

konangam pi'-pi'AN tv remember. 

kuchekang pi'-pi'AN tv remember; keep in mind. 

ma'yenchang pi'AN tv. hold tightly. 

mee'atham pi'AN tv. keep oneself awake. 

mee' pa'ant pi'-pi'AN tv. keep someone awake; keep eyes open. 

mee' pi'-pi'AN tv keep someone awake. 

weekanang pi'AN tv. keep carefully and not lend to others; guard. 

Wik (wolmp) pi'-pi'AN /v. make a big noise, 
pi'ang kaampan tv cook in ground oven with hot lumps of antbed. 

pi'pench adj. Variant:' ngak pi'pench'; pronounced 'pi'p'ench'. water going out, so sandbanks can almost be seen,tide has 
really gone out. Nint ke’ yippak motorangan mo'~ana, ngakan pi'pencha. Kuupa! Ngakan mak matowa, nint 
mo'~an ngula. Don't go out in your motorboat yet, the tide has gone out. Wait! Let the tide come back in, and then go. 

poch adj. 1 • sore,painful. Thip poch peeyar. My stomach is paining. 

2 • bitter,sour (of food),salty or; brackish (of water). 

thaa' poch-pocham thawAN iv. speak sharply or bitterly, 
poch peeyan ipv feels pain. 

pochangan iv. Usage: avoidance, to come,go. Syn: iiyan, wenyan. 

pochong n. Variant: minh pochong. all quails. Brown Quail (Coturnix australis), Red-Backed Button-quail (Turnix maculosa), 
Red-Chested Button-quail (Turnix pyrrhothorax) and Buff-breasted Button-quail (Turnix olivei). Small plump ground¬ 
living birds, almost tail-less with short legs and tails. Wings are short for sudden swift flight. Usually nomadic and partly 
nocturnal. Category: Birds. 

pok pok pok pok onom. raindrops dropping from the roof to the ground. Category: Sounds. 
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pokkap adj. alone (if one person referred to);separate (groups). The dancing groups Apalech, Wanam, Sara, etc. could all be 
described as pokkap i.e. separate from each other. 

pokkapang adv. separately (grouped);alone (if one person referred to). Ngamp pok-pokkapang ngoyngk 

nyiin~ampa. Let's sit in separate shelters. Pok-pokkapang woyan iiy~ampa. Let's go on separate roads (different 
groups). 

pol pentan z'v. come out right away;stick out or; protrude (e.g. of body parts). Mee' pong ngul pentow nungkara! Yaam 
ke' thath-thath~an mee' yenchangana! Your eyes will protrude (out of their sockets). Stop staring so hard. Thaa' 
nganth pol ke' pentath~an yoona. Don't poke out your tongue. 

polam n. Usage: avoidance, hand. Category: Body Parts and 

Products. Syn: ma'. Syn: ma'. Syn: ma'. Syn: ma'. Syn: ma '.Syn: ma'. 

minh polam-wunth n. Usage: avoidance, crayfish. Category: Fish. Syn: ma' wunth. 

polam eempal n. Usage: avoidance, everyone, everything. Syn: ma'mangkam. 

polam nhechan n. Usage: avoidance, thumb. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ma' puk pi'an. 

polam puk n. Usage: avoidance, finger. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ma' puk. 

polam wachaman n. Usage: avoidance, fingernail. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ma' piir. 

polangan As in: As in: As in: 

polp n. Variant: may polp. bush honey, rather poor, not very rich in comparison to other bush honey. Category: Food. Syn: may 
pang, may muul, may wat. 

polp n. white colour (e.g. like white wattle flower from 'yuk yakal'). Syn: met. 

polpeyan z'v. become ripe (of food, fruit); ready to burst (of a boil); be full of pus (of sores); be swollen with blisters; or 
infected sores. May mango inangan kan polpeyantan, menchan ngula! The mangoes are ready now. They're 
ripe.Kan-kanangk wench anangan polpeyantan, pichayn ngulana. Those boils are about to burst. An ma’ kan- 
ngul polpey-peyantan. My hands are covered with infected sores. 

pol' n. Variant: minh pol'. Oriental Cuckoo (Cuculus saturatus). Large longish-tailed cuckoo with boldly striped breast. Lives in 
open bush close to water, flies easily through the trees. Arrives September, departs May. Breeds in Himalayas, Siberia, 
China, Korea, and Japan but leaves during coldest months. Category: Birds. 

ponchathan n. Variant: minh ponchathan. Frilled Lizard (Chlamydosaurus kingii). Category: Animals. 

pont n. younger brother. See: Appendix I. 

ponth 1 n. Variant: thuuk ponth. a snake of the same family as the taipan snake. Poisonous, a mixture of red and brown in 
colour. Category: Snakes. 

ponth 2 n. Variant: yuk ponth. Messmate tree (Garcinia warrenii). A large tree, common near Aurukun, with a stringy bark, and 
yellowish white flowers, good for sugarbag. It has red wood, and a vertical grid on the bark which is a pale grey colour. 
Grows in scrub woodland and surrounding swamps to about 35m. Used as timber, and bark is used for humpies and bark 
bowls and canoes thoon) and beds (platforms of bunks). Category: Plants. 

pong adv. coming out from (e.g. smoke, smell),protruding. An thatha! Thok pong pent-pentana ngo'ancham 

anpalana.Look, smoke is coming out from the bushfire. Awal way pongam unch-unchan ina! There's a bad smell 
coming out here! Nil nath pam thonam munathiy iiy-iiyiy-a, yaa, ngan thawanan nganttaman nil mun pong 
iiy-iiyana.If a man has a big behind, we say that his behind sticks out. 

pongam adj. a big quantity (e.g. if someone puts too much sugar in tea). Nint may damper pongam lokang thu'an ey? You 
ate all| that big piece of damper eh? 

pongam adv. really. 

ey pongam really light, 
met pongam really white, 
mich pongam really soft. 

pongkok n. grasshopper. Category: Insects. 

pong-pong adv. pulsating,beating,throbbing. 
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kuchek pong-pong tha'AN tpv. throbbing headache. 

ma' pong-pong (thawAN) pulse, 
ngangk pong-pong (thawAN) heartbeat. 

ngangk pong-pong tha'AN (nungant) ready for a fight (heart beating furiously). 

pool 1 n. As in: As in: As in: 

pOOl 2 n. Variant: thuuk pool, black snake with white dots. If teased will give chase. Poisonous. Something like a carpet 
snake.Category: Snakes. 

poom-poom nyiinan tv. sit taking no notice, as if deaf. Wiy pam wanch a' puk manyiya ke' weenth yimanangan 

yumpwuntan than-thanttakama, yaa, ngan thawan thant, "Nint poom-poom wanttak nyiin-nyiinangana? 
Nint weenth ya’a! Sometimes people and children sit as if they're deaf so we say to them, "Why are you sitting so 
abstractedly? You're not deaf!" 

pOOnch n. Variant: wak poonch. soft yellowish-white grass (perotis rara), used for putting on top of arrowroot before straining 
it. This grass easily sticks to one's body, clothes and blankets. Even though it is a soft grass, it pokes into one's 
feet. Category: Grasses. 

poonchal n. Usage: avoidance, smell. Syn: awal. Syn: awal. Syn: awal. Syn: awal. 
man poonchal n. Usage: avoidance, voice. Syn: man awal. 
wukal poonchal n. Usage: avoidance, voice. Syn: man awal. 
yuwan poonchal n. Usage: avoidance, underarm perspiration. 

pOOthar n. Usage: old people's word, horse. Category: Animals. 

pooy n. Variant: kich pooy. small ti-tree (paperbark) with small leaves which grows on the river banks and river flats near Wariy 
Swamp with a harder bark than some of the other paper barks. Used for tying up shark liver. The tree has a white flower 
and an attractive smell. It is used as a medicine. The leaves are boiled with ashes and are used to treat the wound made 
by catfish barbs. Category: Plants. 

poo'-poo' tha'an tv. push or shove someone away. 

popam adv. quietly,still (without movement). Popam nyiina! Sit still! Thaa' popam pi'a! Be quiet! Popam iiy~ana, nint 
wik ke'anang iiy~ana, wik wolmp ke' pi'~ana. Go quietly! Don't be so rowdy. Yuk kuuyan popam pi'~ana, ke' 
wich-wich~an thaa'-thaa', minh nga'angan ngul pathayn, thanamana. Keep the line still, the fish will bite, so 
don't keep pulling it in and out all the time. 

poth ongk adv. in a line,in a straight row (e.g. houses, children, trees, kangaroos hopping). 

pow! onom. noise of a gun. Syn: tow!. 
p°yp n. drones. 

po'al As in: As in: As in: 

po'am n. As in: As in: As in: 

po'an n. As in: aak po’an. soft ground. Syn: aak mich. 

po'an n. Variant: thum po'an. soft inside part of wood that works somewhat like a match and can be carried from one fire to 
start another. 

puch n. As in: yuk puch. Swamp Mahogany, also known as Swamp Box (Tristania suaveolens). A sturdy tree with a brown bark 
near swamps. The leaves are broad and leathery (like yuk cheengk with pronounced mid rib, radiating veins and fine 
venation visible on the underside. White flowers. The leaves are used for shade. Category: Plants. 

puch engkaman tv. jump with fright,shake with fear (e.g. may get a fright when asleep from a dream). 

puch engkamathan tv. give someone a fright (e.g. after tickling him from behind). 

puch a n. the ritual complex from the lower Kendall region, involving song, dances and creation myths of the two Pucha 
brothers. It ties in through mythic linkages to Wanam in the south and Apalech to the north. 

puchalam n. orchids (general name),orchid fibre. The skin of the orchid stem goes yellow when heated. Used for decoration of 
woomeras and fire sticks. Category: Grasses. Category: Grasses. Category: Grasses. Category: Grasses. 
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kon puchalam n. another name for pair of spirits called ngalp-ngalpan and yoch-yochiy. Category: Ceremony and 
Dreaming. 

puchalam pam tt. thick cluster of orchid stems. Women ate the root part of these as a contraceptive. Category: Grasses, 
puchalam wanch n. thin cluster of orchid stems. Category: Grasses, 
puk n. child. 

ma' puk rt. finger. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' puk pi'an n. thumb. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mee' pukang adj. starting pregnancy. Category: People and Kinship. 

minh mee' pukang n. half developed chicken in egg. Category: People and Kinship. 

tha' puk n. toe. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' puk many n. little toe. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' puk pi'an n. big toe. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

thip puk n. small intestines (of human, animals, birds, fish). Category: Body Parts and Products, 
puk kaa'-thonam «. only child, 
puk koman n. a girl about puberty, 
pukkomp n. a boy from puberty, 
puk many n. small child. 

puk many kan-ngul iiy-iiyan a child just walking. Category: People and Kinship. 

puk many kan-ngul thuuch-thuuchan child at crawling stage. Category: People and Kinship. 

puk many pattakam n. tiny, new-born baby. Category: People and Kinship. 

puk many um kenyangk wun-wunan an infant (not up to sitting stage yet). Category: People and Kinship, 
puk many wal pi'an n. a half-grown child. Category: People and Kinship, 
puk ngechwiy many n. a boy before puberty. Category: People and Kinship, 
puk ongkeyan Zv. crawling baby. Category: People and Kinship. 

puk Otham n. name given to older sister's children by her younger brothers and sisters. See: Appendix I. 

puk thaa' paapiy n. child still sucking breast. Category: People and Kinship. 

puk um n. motherless child. See: um. 

puk um ko'alam n triplets, 
puk um kucham «. twins, 
puk wanch «. girl. 

puk WUnch-WUnch n. group of medium-sized boys up to early teenage. Category: People and Kinship. 

pukwuut H.boy. 

pukal n. Variant: yuk pukal. a large bamboo with big leaves growing near the mangroves. Probably introduced by the mission or 
maybe from the Islands. It was known and named previously from specimens washed up on the beaches. Used for light 
spears with four or five prongs, and for making pipes thook. Category: Grasses. 

pukaman tv. Usage: avoidance, sit,stay,lie down. Syn: nyiinan, wunan. Syn: nyiinan, wunan. 

ngaant (puk)-pukamAN tv. sleep. Syn: weep (wun)-wunan. 

pukowanh n. Variant: minh pukowanh. cuscus. Category: Animals. 

P U1 1 n. As in: As in: As in: 

pul 2 pn. they (two). 

p UI a m pn. they (two). 
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pulanchin n. blanket. 

pul ant pn. to them (dual),for them,theirs (two), 
pulantakam pn. themselves (dual), 
pulantam pn. theirs (dual),from them,because of them, 
pulantang pn. with them (dual),on them, 
pulang pn. them (dual). 

pulang n. Variant: minh pulang. any flying bird that is eaten. Category: Birds. 

pular pn. they (two-)mine. 

pul-many n. mother with young child. 

pul-niiyant pn. they (two-)yours (plural). 

pul-nungant pn. they (two)-his. 

pul-nungkar pn. they (two-)yours (singular). 

pul-pul they (two) go their own way, or are in their own group. 

pul-pulam pn. they (two) by themselves. 

pul-pulant pn. really theirs (emphatic). 

pul-thant pn. they (two-)theirs. 

pul-uchan n. two young boy spirits, who go around hand in hand. They are good spirits and do not hurt people. They left the 
season Onchan Min for those without parents, and Onchan Wayath for those who have parents. They live east under the 
rocks and near the Watson River. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

pulway n. totem. See: puulway. 

pum 1 adr. right here. Pum wunp~an nunang picham ngatharamang ngay kal~ang nunang. Put him right here on my 
shoulder. I'll carry him. 

pum 2 onom. As in: tang pum keekan. fall down heavily; drop to the ground, 
pun adj. Usage: avoidance, fat (legs — lower legs only, not thighs). 

yangk pun fat legs. 

yoompan pun fat legs. Sjh. yangkathiy, yoompanathiy. 

punch-aakam adj. whole (lot). Syn: ma'mangkam, puncham. Thuman aawuch thanttam thinth ngul aath-aatha, 
plants thanttaman punch-aakam penchin. The fire came close to their house and burnt up all the plants. 

puncham., adj. whole (lot). Syn: ma'mangkam, punch-aakam. Nil may puncham thu'. He swallowed all the food in one 
gulp. Ingan puncham thee'a, ke' ompam pip~ana! Give me the whole lot, don't break some off! 

puncham 2 adj. lame person. 

punchan belonging to that place or tribal country. Category: Geography. Than Aurukun punchan anangan ma'-yotam 
minhak iiyantan. The Aurukun people often go hunting. 

punchan iv. dip finger in (tea or water). 

punchathan tv. soak,dip in (e.g. soak washing in bleach, dip damper in gravy). 

punchiy n. Variant: minh punchiy. Long Necked Tortoise,locally called swamp turtle. Category: Fish. 

punt n. As in: kaa’ punt. point,corner (e.g. of lagoon, little river). Kaa' puntang kuuy thee'~ampa, an paath~ampa! Let's 
throw our lines around the corner. Let's try that. Category: Geography. 

puntamanh As in: tha'-puntamanh. n. roots of tree (mostly refers to mangroves). Category: Grasses. 

punth kunchan n. men's upper armband made of pandanus leaf. Green leaf is dried in fire until yellow then fitted band is 

sewn. In the Winchanam ceremony and others, the band is decorated with feathers. Category: Artefacts Constructions 
and Personal Objects. 
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plinth kuuy n. upper armband made of wrapped string, given by girl to her illicit lover. Sacred bangle. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

plinth many n. small creek. Category: Geography. 

punth niich n. lovers' armband punth kuuy) but with feathers rolled into the string, or feathers stuck on. Only old men wear 
this. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects, 
punth pench n. hair on arm. 
punth thuu' n. hair on arm. 

punthiy n. Variant: yuk punthiy. bottlebrush tree (banksia). Category: Plants. 

punth-pulang n. spirits who have feather arms and live in mangroves, similar to ngalp-ngalpan and yoch- 
yochiy. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

punththaman n. fishing net (beachside word), includes waangk aamp and waangk miich. Men drag creek first with a bunch 

of pandanus yuk them then two women catch fish with a pair of nets. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

punth-thiiy «. valley. 

punth-thuliy n. murderer. Pam punth-thuliy alangan piik nunang, kaa'-thontan piik nunang mulakam, yuk 
pemarang. A murderer hit him between the eyes with a piece of mangrove wood and killed him. 

puntpil n. something like mistletoe hanging down from mangrove trees, 
punt-puntal adj. lumpy (e.g. trees),bumpy (e.g. road, ground, salt pan), 
putig n. Usage: avoidance, sun. Syn: kinch. 
pung incham n. extremely hot sun. Category: Time. 

pungan See: Grammatical Sketch 5.6 for a description of -(im)pung suffix on English words.. 

pungan 1 iv. used ofbees going in and out of a tree to make bush honey. May at thaw in keny yukang pung-pungana. The 
bees are flying in and out of the tree (a sign of honey). 

pungan 2 tv. wash (dishes, clothes, canoes, body, etc.) 

pungan 3 tv. shoot (with gun). 

pungan 4 As in: wik pungan. tv. chatter away loudly not listening to others and giving no chance for others to join in. 

pungk n. knee. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ma' pungk n. wrist. 

mee' pungk n. eyeball. Syn: mee’ thiith. 

pikpungk n. back. 

pungk karp-karp adv, adj. knees together,knock-kneed. 

pungkalang in one place; in one group together (e.g. can refer to pain restricted to one place in the body or a group of people 
sitting together in one place or living together in one community). Kuchek ngayang inana pungkalang thonakam 
weech-weechan. I have a headache in just this one place. Ngamp ingman pungkalang nyiin~ampa, nhok yaark- 
yaarkan ya'a. Let's all sit here in one group, not all separate. 

pungkang nyiinan tv. kneel. 

pungkkul n. patella,knee cap. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

pungk-thintham adv. suddenly. 

pup As in: As in: As in: 

pupan tv. chop (tree). 

pupar adj. dead. Syn: mul. 

pupar wunan Zv die. Syn: mul wunan. 
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puparakam adv. to a great extent. Syn: mul-(mul)akam. 

puparang n. Variant: minh puparang. small goanna. Category: Animals. 

puparathan tv. kill. Syn: mulathan. 

puparit n. very quick dancing. Nil kaangk puparit erk-erkam kee'-kee'ow, puth nil mich-micham kee’-kee'an. She 

does extremely fast dancing, she's very supple. 

puriy puriy n. sorcery. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

purpam maman tv. catch onto (e.g. a ball),grab quickly (in the air). 

purppam adv. very high up. Nil chang purppam pey. He jumped up very high. Nint nan-ngul nyiin-nyiinangan 
purppam ey? Are you sitting up in that high place? 

pu r'(-pur') adv. 1 • hardly (e.g. scarcely walk because of sickness, hardly hear, hardly talk because of speech impediment). 

2 • indifferent,half-hearted attitude. Than pur'-pur' iiyantan, a' wantantan, puth pam wanch wiyangan ak- 
wichantan thananga. They are committed only half-heartedly and they leave because others entice them away. 

put n. Variant: yuk put. Bloodwood tree (Eucalyptus polycarpa). One of the commonest large trees around Aurukun in timber 
country. Reddish sap, hence the name bloodwood. Useful reddish timber. Used for firewood, and may be used to make 
pipes thook). Sap used for medicine for sores. Leaves may be placed fresh in earth ovens to aid the flavour of 
meat .Categoiy: Plants. Syn: (yuk) minchak. 

puth conj. and,but,for,because,so. Anpalaniya puk manyan waangkang thenchana, kan-ngul kalowan koyam 

piipiyantana, thant puth aak angan wun New Guinea=angiy wanchang puk manyiy waangkang thenchantan 
monkanang. Then she put the baby in her dillybag to carry him back to his father, for the custom is like that in New 
Guinea. The women carry their babies in dillybags on their backs. Wik kath in pulantam, minh wel-a, puth minh 
thinthowantam. This is the story of the blue-tongued lizard and the water snake. Kek thon-thonan waya, micha, 
yuk puth yuk thanchalam yump-yump. One after another, his spears were no good, they were too soft, because he 
had made them of the milkwood tree. Ngaywey meecha. Ngay puth nhepan nungkaram ke' mungking ey? I'm 
hungry. So could I please eat one of your eggs? Ngan inangan yotam alpana, ngan puth noyan ke'ananga, ngan 
puth ngaantam-ngeeyan nintang noyan iiy~an nganta. All of us here are sick, but we have no doctor, so we 
thought you could be a doctor for us. 

puth neg adv. should not, with sense of'he would have to do/say that, wouldn't he!'. Nil puth wik way-way thaw nungant, 
wiy thep-thep nunang. She shouldn't have said bad words to him, that's why he hit her. Nil mak thepow nintang. 
Ninta kul puth thawangan nungant. He's got every right to hit you - you would have to speak angrily to him. 

putham adv. again. 

puthamak (thawAN) iv. (ask for) more. 

puthangk adv. in return. Aak keenkan yimanangan thant wun. Than kaath piip thanttamangan puk thanttaman 
kaa'ngakin thanang pamakaniy-a, thanan thawin puthangkaniya puk pam nganttam ilanganiya wanch 
kuunch nungantaman maayow. A long time ago the custom was this. When parents promised their daughter to a 
man, they said their son would marry the sister of the man in return. 

puttuk As in: koch puttuk. n. gecko, similar to koch ngaa'. 

puuchamp n. Variant: minh puuchamp. non-stinging caterpillar that can be eaten. Makes a nest of leaves in the tree yuk 

waath, joined together with 'gum' from its own body. This caterpillar tastes good cooked in the coals. Category: Insects. 

puuk n. Variant: may puuk. new sugarbag, not ready yet, as the bees are still working on it. Category: Food. 

puukam adv. new (as of clothes, spears, stories, also of new people - staff, visitors, etc). Syn: nyiingkanam. Nint shirt 
puukamang ke' ulp-ulpanang kal~an kempanga. Don't wear that new shirt so proudly. 

puukuw n. red berries from pods on small-leafed vine. Also known as giddy-giddy beads. Used to decorate firesticks, 
woomeras and umbilical cord pendants. Also used for necklaces (first they are boiled then a needle is put 
through). Category: Food. Category: Food. 

kuuy puukuw n. small-leafed vine (abrus precatorius) with pods yielding red berries, found in ridges and scrubs. The pods 
open about August and the seeds drop. 

puulanchin n. used especially in phrases such as 'puk ngath puulanchin' (my children's grandfather on father's side) and as 
such is the term used by a woman to address her father-in-law. 
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puuliyang n. grandchild (a father calls his son's children this). 
puulk-(puulk)iy adj. lumps on flesh,bites (e.g. sandfly bites), 
puultl n. cramp. Thip puuln wampar. I have a cramp in the stomach. 

puulway n. totem (most of these are plants and animals and are passed on from the father's side). Category: Ceremony and 
Dreaming. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

aak puulway totem place. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
puulwuut n. grandfather (father's father). See: Appendix I. 

pu U nch n. red gum from yuk nukan (Xanthorrea), black boy tree. Applied to warmed spear barbs (Topside) and woomera to 
give a shining red surface like french polish. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. Category. Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

kek puunchang shining red spear. 

thul puunchang shining red woomera. 
puunh adj. soft. 

aak puunh a soft place, a good place to sit, dug ground, 
puunhathan tv. soften (e.g. earth in garden). 

puunh at h WU n P U I tv. a couple start 'sweet-talking' each other again (after being apart) with the intention of making 
arrangements for another affair. 

puunhathan tv. keep on arguing and arguing until a fight erupts. Nint kul ngoontan thaw-thawangana, thath thanang 
ee! Pam wanch wiy anangan ke'-paal thep-thepwuntan, nint puun-puunhathan kul thaw-thawan. You just 
kept on saying angry things and now look what's happened! The people are hitting each other, because you kept on 
arguing and arguing. 

puunth n. Usage: avoidance, foot. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: tha'. 
puunth kont n. Usage: avoidance, ankle. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: tha' kont. 
puunth nhechan n. Usage: avoidance, big toe. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: tha' puk pi'an. 
puunth wachaman n. Usage: avoidance, toenail. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: tha' piir. 

puunthiy n. long grass type. Category: Grasses. See: wak puunthiy. 
puungk wiy indef. pn. some (of a group). 

puungkaman iv. swell. Ochangan ya' puungkamanga. My knee is swollen. 

puungkamathan tv. cause to swell. Kaa'walan ya' puungkamath nunang, nint nyiingk ke' piik-piikin nunang aak- 
ya'anga. You've made his face swell badly, you shouldn't have hit him just now for nothing. 

puungkan iv. Usage: avoidance, dance. Syn: kee'an. 

puuny n. march fly,hornet. Category: Insects. 

puuy n. Variant: yuk puuy. word used by Bottomside people for Cabbage Fan Palm and for rough part of 
leaf. Category: Plants.Syw: thuuth, akench (Topside), pe’an. 

puuy n. Variant: minh puuy. Mudcrab,Mangrove Crab (Scylla serrata). Large crab keenly sought after. Caught on line, often 

speared in water or gathered while in their holes among the mangrove roots. Cooked on coals or in boiling water. Found 
in estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

puuy ma' ongk n. Variant: minh puuy ma' ongk. Blue Swimmer Crab,Sand Crab (Portunus pelagicus). Very good eating. 
Sometimes caught on a line or in a cast net. Category: Fish. 

puu' adj, adv. blistered, swollen. Ma' puu' ya' puungkamar. This blister on my hand has really swollen. 

puu' ulpan iv. swell (e.g. from a sprain or infection) rise,(e.g. like a football or air mattress after blowing into it, or like bread 
from the effect of yeast). 

puy loc. there; over there,further. Puy-puya! Go away! Ngal ingam nyiin~ala, puyan ke' iiy~ala. Let's sit here and not go 
any further. Puy-puya! Go away! Ngal ingam nyiin~ala, puyan ke' iiy~ala. Let's sit here and not go any further. 
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pal puy all around. 

puy nath somewhere. 

puy pal (come) from over there. Puy pal wee'-nath yaaka' iiy-iiyana? Who's that coming from over there? 

puyam adr. further; more and more. Nil puy-puyam wik pech. He shouted out all the louder. Thum puyamam ngul 
pench-pench, wiy aay wak. The fire kept on burning further and further, till it was burnt out. 

puyar n. Variant: minh puyar. Little Blue Shark (Sioliodon palasorrah),locally called small tiger shark. This shark is commonly 
caught while bait fishing. It seldom grows over 1 m. It is eaten but not sought after. Found in estuary and ocean 
water. Category: Fish. 

puymp n. Variant: kich puymp. small swamp ti-tree used for forked sticks for shelters (e.g. ngorkal and ngoyngk. When the 

tree is cut, water flows out just like a pump. Used for making special spears kek thaanth munth, kek thaa' munth) for use 
in uchanam dance. Category: Plants. 

puyngk n. Variant: yuk puyngk. stick with grass tied to top stuck in ground beside object to denote that it belongs to someone 
(e.g. beside firewood, sugarbag, bark). Possibly also a travelling stick, used to make a sign to show direction of travel. 
Also a long mark with the foot can be made to show direction of travel. 

puyp n. wasp. 

puypanthang n. Variant: minh puypanthang. White-Eyed Duck, now known as Hardhead (Aythya australis). Dark brown 
duck with white eye. Good and frequent diver. Surfaces away from diving point. Found up river. Category: Birds. 

puy-pek down there. 

pu' n. vagina. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ngaap. 

pu' momp n. uterus; baby's nest. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ngaap momp. 

pu' uuyan n. vaginal outer opening. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

pu'an n. shield, carved from softwood, and decorated. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 
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remat 


R - r 


Variant: minh remat. periwinkles, found on roots of mangrove trees. Category: Fish. 
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taal ngunchan tv. gather up all that is left (so that nothing remains). 

taatam n. Variant: minh taatam. turtle's fat. Category: Food. 

takang chintan tv. straight shot with a spear. 

tal unchan tv. knock down hard,throw someone (or something) heavily to the ground. Nint ke' tal unch~an nunang, aak 
thayanangana, monkan ngul thutha! Don't knock him down so hard on that hard ground. You'll break his neck. 

tal-tal n. Variant: minh tal-tal. Masked Plover, now known as Masked Lapwing (Vanellus miles race miles). Bill, large facial 
wattle and small shoulder spur yellow. Crown black, neck and underparts white. Wings and back pale grey-brown. 

Found on swamp margins, airstrip, grassy open areas, river banks, sandspits in noisy groups. Aggressive when nesting. 
Often called just tal-tal. Not eaten now. Category: Birds. 

tang pum keekan tv. fall down with a thud. 

tang-tang adv. limping (movement). 

tapal U m pan iv. stop e.g. singing or dancing but is especially used to refer to stopping noise of constant crying (e.g. when 
bereaved, or children crying while fighting). Kampan wiy-wiyan wampantan thant-a, peeyathwuntana, 
anpalaniy-a, tapal ngul umpantan, nil yimanang wampantan thant koyam peeyantan. When the relatives 
come to (bereaved people), they cry with them. Then they cease for a while, until more come when they cry again.Tapal 
kan urn pa! Yaam ke' wik peey ee! Stop it! Don't keep crying! 

tat n. wart. 

taw-taw n. Variant: minh taw-taw. Nightjars - White-Throated Nightjar (Caprimulgus mystacalis), Spotted Nightjar 

(Caprimulgus guttatus), Large-tailed Nightjar (Caprimulgus macrurus). Night-time insect eating birds, smallish with 
large eyes, long wings and small feet. They roost low on ground or on low branches. Plumage is beautifully speckled 
brown to match leaf debris on forest and woodland floor. Noisy at night. Category: Birds. 

telngk adj. thin,slim. 

tengan adj. Usage: avoidance. strong,hard,firm. Syn: thayan. 

thaachan tv. persuade strongly,attempt to force. Nint nath work thee'in puk many thonamanta nil puth thawiy 

nungkarana, "Nint ke' thaach-thaach~an ngayanga, ngay kaangk ke' work iiy~ang nungkara." If you give 
work to a child to do he might say to you, "Don't force me, I don't want to work for you." 

thaakan n. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

1 • large wet-season hut, made out of posts, ti-tree bark and grass. It is as high as a tent and has a small narrow doorway 
that has to be crawled through. The grass is put on first, then cabbage palms, then ti-tree bark, then leaves and finally 
bark imp) of yuk ponth, messmate tree. A small fire can be built inside. 

2 • The circle of light around the moon is also called thaakan. Kepang nan keny thaakan kaach nungantakam. The 
moon has made a house for itself. 

thaalant n. Usage: avoidance, leaf. Syn: kangk. 

thaamp n. Variant: thayan thaamp. handle of axe. 

thaampan tv. 1 • lean,go against. Yuk thaampanam iiy-iiyan, pam kunpaniya. He's lame and walks leaning on a stick. Nip 
thaampwunip. You two are sitting back to back. Ngayang ke' thaamp~an man-mangkangana. Don't lean on my 
back. Nint ngayang ke' thaamp-thaamp~an, ngay kul-metanga. Don't go against me, I'm innocent. 

2 • sit behind paddling a canoe while someone else spears fish from the front of the boat. Nint ngayang thaamp~an 
minh nga'aka. You paddle forme so I can fish. Nint ngayang thaamp~an minh nga'aka. You paddle forme so I 
can fish. Nint ngayang thaamp~an minh nga'aka. You paddle forme so I can fish. Nint ngayang thaamp~an 
minh nga’aka. You paddle for me so I can fish. Nint ngayang thaamp~an minh nga'aka. You paddle for me so I 
can fish. Nint ngayang thaamp~an minh nga'aka. You paddle for me so I can fish. Nint ngayang thaamp~an 
minh nga'aka. You paddle for me so I can fish. 

aak thaampAN tv. push the ground with a paddle. 

aak-thaampAN tv. put up with; bear; endure (in relation to illness, misfortune). 
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ma' thaampAN tv. come behind in age. 

ngak thaampAN tv. go against the tide. 

U IT1 th aam PAN tv. go against (often used of going against a headwind, but can also be used of people going against each 
other.) 

yilk pil thook thaampanan n. walking stick or crutches to protect weak legs. 

thaanch adj.Asin: ma' thaanch. empty-handed. 

thaanchalathan tv. leave something behindjeave someone or something go. Way min anangan wiy wantangan thanang, 
kerk-kerkanang, wiy thaanchalathangana. 1 left those things, I was rushing, so I left them behind. Nint ngayang 
kuch~ana! Yaan thaanchalath~an ngayang, ngay palam erkam ngul iiy~ang nungkar. Leave me be! Let me 

alone, and I'll come back soon. 

thaanchalathan tv. Variant: wik thaanchalathan. nag constantly e.g. a woman may keep on complaining at her husband 

until he is provoked into hitting her and the relatives might say: Nint wik thaanchalathan nunang, wiy thep-thepan 
nunang. You nagged and nagged him, that's why he hit you. 

thaanth n. Usage: avoidance, mouth. Syn: thaa'. 

thaanth n. Variant: kek thaanth. blunted ceremonial spear used in initiation dance. See: kek thaanth. 

thaapich n. substitute name given after someone of the same name or similar name has died. 

thaatang adv. on the side,on the hip (refers only to people). Puk manya thaatang kal. He carried the child on the hip. 

thaath n. a term used to one's daughter-in-law to refer to one's own son. 

thaa' n. Variant: kek thaa'. 1 • head of wire spear. 

2 • blunted ceremonial spear used in initiation dance. 

thaa' n. 1 • mouth. 

2 • opening (e.g. of dillybag, door). 

3 • can mean the edge of something (e.g. a hem). Syn: thaanth. Nil kampan nungantam wanch thonamangana 
ump-umpant, pungkangam anman weentanam, thaa' min-min umpant. One of her female relatives trimmed 
the hem of her grass skirt for her, going around at knee level, she trimmed it very evenly. Nil kampan nungantam 
wanch thonamangana ump-umpant, pungkangam anman weentanam, thaa' min-min umpant. One of her 
female relatives trimmed the hem of her grass skirt for her, going around at knee level, she trimmed it very evenly. Nil 
kampan nungantam wanch thonamangana ump-umpant, pungkangam anman weentanam, thaa' min-min 
umpant. One of her female relatives trimmed the hem of her grass skirt for her, going around at knee level, she 
trimmed it very evenly. Nil kampan nungantam wanch thonamangana ump-umpant, pungkangam anman 
weentanam, thaa' min-min umpant. One of her female relatives trimmed the hem of her grass skirt for her, going 
around at knee level, she trimmed it very evenly. Nil kampan nungantam wanch thonamangana ump-umpant, 
pungkangam anman weentanam, thaa' min-min umpant. One of her female relatives trimmed the hem of her 
grass skirt for her, going around at knee level, she trimmed it very evenly. Nil kampan nungantam wanch 
thonamangana ump-umpant, pungkangam anman weentanam, thaa' min-min umpant. One of her female 
relatives trimmed the hem of her grass skirt for her, going around at knee level, she trimmed it very evenly. 

ak-thaa' adv. repeat after; follow after. 

engk thaa' n. ribs. 

mangk thaa' ngatharang (thawAN) tv. (say) after me. 

wench thaa' open sore. 

yuk thaa' n. stump. 

thaa' adv. very,really. Thaa' karp. Always together, very close. Thaa' kuchar. Really cold. Thaa' kachwaar. Really rough 
and uneven. Thaa' kuuwamam iiy. He went a long way to the west. May thaa' min. Really good food. Thaa' 
mochan. A really shy quiet person. Thaa' thayan A mean, tighfisted person. Thaa' karp. Always together, very 
close. Thaa' kuchar. Really cold. Thaa' kachwaar. Really rough and uneven. Thaa' kuuwamam iiy. He went a long 
way to the west. May thaa' min. Really good food. Thaa' mochan. A really shy quiet person. Thaa' thayan A mean, 
tighfisted person. 
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kon thaa' way adj. someone who cannot manage very well or who cannot do something properly (e.g. look after children, 
or play a musical instrument). 

thaa' Some expressions with thaa' refer to generations or to bereavement status e.g. 

(manyiy inangan) thaa' koyyuw aak ngeey-ngeeyin latest generation, 
puk thaa' nyiingkanam inangan wamp-wampin new generation, 
thaa' kem ke'an(ang) a person who has lost his or her mother's mother, 
thaa' puill ke'an(ang) a man or woman who has lost father's father. 

thaa' ak «. lips. 

thaa' athathiyang may mungk-mungkan tv. eat noisily; (e.g. a child or a bullock eating),smack lips while 

eating.Thaa' athathiy ke' mungk~ana! Thuuk pal kenyuw ngul ench nungkara! Don't smack your lips while you 
are eating! A snake will fall on top of you! 

thaa' awal min good taste in the mouth after eating something good (or mouth watering). Ngay minh wuk mungkanga, 
thaa' awal min unchana. When I eat flying fox, it leaves a good "smell" (or taste) in my mouth. 

thaa' eenchan tv. groan with pain. Nilana thaa' eench-eench, ngut ongk, weech-weechan nunang. He groaned all 
night with pain. 

thaa' ikan tv. yawn. Weepak thaa' ikanampa. We're yawning ready for sleep. 

thaa' kaath ke'anang adj. motherless. 

thaa' kaawan tv. wash mouth,rinse mouth,gargle. 

thaa' karpam (thawantan) tv. all talking together at once. Syn: thaa' thonamang thawantan. 
thaa' kee'-kee'an a sing. 

thaa' kee'-kee'an ma' mupam half-humming way of singing. 

thaa' koonh adj. foul tongued person, 'swearing mouth'. 

thaa' maany (thaw-thawan) Zv. mouth words (e.g. a child reading a book silently). 

thaa' maayan iv. talk very loudly,sing very loudly. Than puk manyiy yotam inangan thaa'-maay-maayantan, wik 
wolmp othamayan pi'-pi'antan. Those children make a lot of noise. 

thaa' maman tv. plead. Thaa'-mamanang thaw. He talked in a pleading voice. 

thaa' matan iv. filled to the brim (e.§. dilly bu^, billy cun). Puthcim kc — riQuI wunpimps! Th33 m3.t3. ! K 3 .n 3 .m 3 .! We 
shouldn't put in any more! It's already full to the brim. 

thaa' mich-micham (thawan) adv. speak in a soothing, gentle way. 

thaa' mi pan tv. imagine something to look like something else, maybe like a sign or symbol. Ngay yuw thathang ke' wo'uw 
yimanang. Ke' yuwan thathingwey-a, ongk-ongkam wunan ke' ngak yee' thaa'-mipang. As I looked at the 
cloud, it was long and stretched out and it seemed as though I was seeing not cloud but fresh flowing water. 

thaa' mill adv. full to the top. Ayyang, nint the'an thaa' mul yump~an ngak tapam nanpalana puth pal ngul kal~an 

ngay yipam may ngak kiingk~anga. Please fill this billy from the tap and bring it to me so I can make a cup 
of tea. Ngamp puth kan thath-thathanamp paamp yotam inangana kaap pi'anangan uwan ngampang-a, an 
puth thaa' mul maayana. We see all these swamps in the wet season filling up with water. 

thaa' mulakam adv, adj. full up to the rim, brimming over. 

thaa' munth adj. blunt-ended, particularly used to describe a spear handle that as yet has no barbs inserted. 

thaa' nhung-nhung adv. left all alone,left to own devices,left behind (things or people). Thaa' nhung-nhung wantang 
thanang, way min ngatharam anangan, anam yiip kangkangana. I left all my things behind in the bush in the 
south. 

thaa' ngaat n. throat.the place where the tongue joins the throat, uvular area. Thaa' ngaat ik-ikanang peey-peeyana. That 
child's crying with his mouth wide open. Thaa' ngaat ik-ikanang peey-peeyana. That child's crying with his mouth 
wide open. 
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thaa' ngaat we'ar wide open throat area (used to describe spoonbill birds, pelicans, rock cod and crocodiles). Syn: man 

ngaat. 

thaa' nganthalaman iv mispronounce words, maybe because a person speaks with an accent or speaks too fast, and runs 
words together or because he is subnormal or has a speech impediment. 

thaa' ngeechang adv. a change of food. May at thaa' ngeechang mungkan kangkang thaa' yiip, 

Wathanhiin=angana. When we were south in the bush at Wathanhiin, we ate wild honey for a change. 

thaa' nyal-nyalam adj. always talking, 
thaa' nyiingk-nyiingk adv. every now and then, 
thaa' onchal n. inside the gills area of a fish. Syn: thaa' yiil. 
thaa' oyngk n. 1 • bait (for fishing). 

2 • vomit. 

thaa' oyngk yeechan tv. i* vomit. 

2 • speak harsh hurtful words. Thaa' oyngk ke' yeech-yeech~an ngathara, nint wik itangam thaw~ana! Ngay ke’ 
maal nungkar puthangkiy ey? Don't speak harsh hurtful words to me, speak gently. Do you take me for a fool? 

thaa' pakang makan tv. full right up. Syn: thaa’ mul maayan. May wirk thaa' pakang mak yuk the'ana. The billycan 
is full up with honey. 

thaa' pant (thawan) adv. person who takes a peacemaking role, who talks to both sides in a conflict. He may also grab a 
stick from someone or block someone from being hit. In particular, he tries to stop his own family from fighting with 
others. Thaa' pant thaw-thawan kampan nungantamantan ke' kulakan wenkayn pam wanch wiy- 
wiyantan.He's talking to his relatives, and trying to prevent them from looking for fights with other people. 

thaa' pa'ant adj, adv. wide open (e.g. mouth, door, any kind of opening). Thaa' pa'ant ke' nyiina! Nyeenya thaa'ang puy 
pek ngul ngoonch nungkara. Don't sit with your mouth wide open! The flies will get in there! 

thaa' pench n. beard,moustache. 

thaa' pench ekan iv. be ashamed to speak up. Ngay ke' thaa' pench ekinga. I'm not ashamed to speak up. 
thaa' peyan iv. jump high,spring (e.g. high jump at school; jump onto a horse's back). 

thaa' pey-peyan iv. skip. 

thaa' pe'an n. lips. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

thaa' piimpanam adj. full to the top (e.g. with water). 

thaa' piimpanakam adj. brimming full, full to the very rim. 

thaa'piintan tv. kiss. 

thaa' piintanang thawan iv. flatter in order to get something. 

thaa' piip ke'anang adj. fatherless. Syn: aanch. 

thaa' pi pan tv. finish and tie off (a dillybag),hem (a dress). 

thaa' pip(antan) tv. come in a mob,come right in by force. 

thaa' piram (thawan) adj, adv. (speak) with harsh sharp words. 

thaa' puk ke'anang adj. childless. 

thaa' theek «. spit,saliva. 

thaa' theek pichan (nungant) i P v dribble. 

thaa' theek thee'an tv. spit (e.g. on the ground). 

thaa' theek uk-ukan (nungant) ipv .dribble. 

thaa'theekang makan tv. spit (at someone). 

thaa' thee'-thee'an tv. disbelieve; believe that someone is telling lies. 

thaa' thengkanang adj. smiling,happy. 
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thaa' thuchan iv does not answer back in an argument or fight. Nilaniya ke'am thaa' thuch thanttam. He wasn't afraid of 
them, he spoke boldly. 

thaa' thupam ngathan See: thupam. 

thaa' UI p adj. a person who can't keep his secrets and who skites e.g. about his love affairs, 
thaa' ulpaman iv. make things worse by proudly carrying exaggerated yarns and gossip. 

thaa' Unchanang thawan iv. speak in a cheeky pressurizing and demanding way in order to try and get something. 

thaa' wakan tv. answer in a cheeky way in fights. In some cases a person who has not been spoken to may answer (e.g. on 
behalf of a relative). Niiy ngeenam thaa'-wakwuniya? Why are you all arguing back and forth? 

thaa' wanch adj. a man who is very fond of women. In nint thaa' wanch ey? Wiy nint wanch too wantana! Are you so 

fond of women? Is that why you left your wife? 

thaa' way adj. hungry for fish, crab, meat, and so on. 
thaa' we'ar adj, adv. open wide (e.g. door, mouth when clying). 

thaa' wikathiy adj. talkative,noisy. Thaa' wikathiy inangan niiy puyam wun~ana, ngamp aak kech ngeey~amp, yaam 
ke' kon wal ngupwumpa, kan appap ngul wun~ampa. You noisy ones go away. We want to hear properly. Stop 
confusing us, so we can sit quietly. 

thaa' yaakang thawan iv. whisper, speak in a husky voice. 

thaa' yichan n. whiskers of cats, crayfish, and dewfish etc.,also used to describe threads hanging down of a dress that needs 
hemming; or hairy head part of yam (long 'hairs' that can be followed to find the yam). 

thaa' yiil n. inside gill area of fish. Category: Fish. Syn: thaa' onchal. 

thaa' yuk peeyan iv. Variant: also said as 'thaa' yuk thuthan'. cry broken-heartedly and bitterly in grief (e.g. when a coffin 
returns). 

thaa' yuk thuthan iv. See: thaa' yuk peeyan. 
thaa' yumpan tv. imitate,mimic. 

thaa' yuupaman iv. gossip, carry yarns, always saying bad things about others. 

thaa' ... pi'an tv. keep a secret. Thaa' ngamparakam pi'~ampa. Let's keep it quiet amongst ourselves. 

thaa'-aathan tv. teach with words e.g. how to learn a language, arithmetic etc. 

thaa'am thawan (thonakam) iv. say things one does not really mean,speak insincerely. 

thaa'ang mipan tv. a child doing funny actions as a sign that something will happen e.g. sickness or death and then later on it 
does happen. 

thaa'-ay adv. speak up loudly,sing loudly,not afraid to speak up or sing. 

thaa'kuuk n. Variant: minh thaa'kuuk. Spotted Eagle Ray (Aetobatus narinari),locally called stingray. This ray is often seen 

leaping high out of the water. It has a long tail and eagle-shaped head. The back is black with white spots. It grows to 3m 
across and is good eating when prepared well. Found in estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

thaa'-kuumpan /v. praise,worship. Nint ke' thaa'-kuump~an nunang, ke’ menthan waa'~an nunang. Don't praise her 
and call her pretty. 

thaa'nganth n . tongue. 

thaa'nganth mich adj. someone who is slow at learning a language, and who cannot pronounce words properly, 
thaa'nganth munth adj. someone who does not speak well because the tip of his tongue is thought to be blunt, 
thaa'nganth-ongk adj. someone who is always talking about other people behind their backs, 
thaa'nganth thayan adj. someone who quickly learns a language, 
thaa'-nganthaliy adj. person who mispronounces words, 
thaa'-paapiy adj. (child) who is still on the breast. 

thaa'-palam adv half-way,partway. Thaa'-palam thath, thaa' yiipan ke'am thath thanang. He looked towards the south 
as far as he could, but couldn't see them. 
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thaa'-palathan tv. ask or call someone to come (with you),beckon. Nint ngeenak thaa'-palathan nunang, nan kampan 
nungk ya'a. Why are you beckoning him? He's not your relative. 

thaa'-pathalang n. Variant: minh thaa'-pathalang. Cormorants: Pied (Phalacrocorax various), Little Pied (Phalacrocorax 
melandeucos), Little Black (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris). Familiar black or black and white fishing birds with bills 
hooked at the tip, long necks and tails. Often seen sitting drying wings on dead trees. They feed on small fish, eels, 
frogs, small crabs and insects. Category: Birds. Syn: minh mantpakalang. 

thaa'-pathan tv. threaten (e.g. hit or murder). Nint ngayang ke'thaa'-path~an mulathanakan. Don't you threaten to kill 
me. 

thaa'-pek(am) loc. right down inside; right down (a long way e.g. an anchor deep down in the water). In ya' chiika! 

Appang, thaa' pekam thath~an min-mina! Ngay puyangam pek wunpangana. My tobacco's not here! Gracious, 
I'll have to look inside (my bag) properly. I've put it right down underneath. 

thaa'-pentan iv beg; ask in a begging way. 

thaa'-piimpathan tv fill to the top. Ngak kanam thaa'-piimpathan ey?....Kanam, thaa' piimpanakam. Have you 
filled (the bucket) with water?....Yes, it's full to the very top. 

thaa'pin adj. very generous in giving food to others. 

thaa'-thaa' adv. keep on doing something,habitually. 

thaa'-thanpanam adv. halfway,partway,half-hearted (attitude). Thaa'-thanpanam kul thawpul pul-pulantakam, a' too 
ngul wantpul. They argued and then left it unsettled. Thaa'-thanpanam wik kath ngeey. He listened half-heartedly 
(not really interested) to the story. 

thaa'-thayan adj. speak up well and firmly (not afraid) (e.g. at meetings). Nil thaa'-thayanam thaw-thaw. He spoke up 
very well. 

thaa'-thayanaman iv argue,quarrel, 
thaa'-thengkathan tv. make fun of,mock, 
thaa'-wal-aathan dv. share food generously with one and all. 
thaa'-wal-mangkiy adj. talkative; talks on and on with never a pause, 
thaa'-wantanam adj. plenty,very many. 

thaa'-wayaman iv. tell of the bad and evil things that someone has done to you. 

thaa'-way-wayak adv. not following customs properly e.g. not using right language to brother's daughters; or marriage with 
the wrong relation. Thaa'-way-wayak ngentwuntan. They are marrying wrongly. 

thaa'-weepan iv. wander around not cared for. Pul puk kucham kaath piip ke'ananga, pulaniya aawuch wiy- 
wiyantang wun-wunpul. Puth pul kampan ke'ananga, wee’angam pi'iy pulangweya, wiy thaa'-weep- 
weepanpul. Those two children have no parents and no relatives to look after them. They wander around uncared for, 
staying in this house and that. Thaa' weepanang wun-wunin, than-thanam ngul iiyin. They're wandering around 
by themselves, uncared for. 

thach adj. rich meat (from fat animal or fish). Ant: olmp. Categoty: Animals, 
thak adj. leftjeft-handed. 
mal thak on the left side, 
ma' thak left hand; on the left side. 

picham thak n. 1 • someone who is called aunt but is not a very close relative. 

2 • left shoulder. 

thak etcetera; and other things; and others (people or animals). Nil kek thakan maaya, a' minhak ngul iiy. He picked up his 
spear and so on, and went hunting. 

thakan tv. Variant: aak thakan. clear; sweep. 

thal n. Variant: kek thal. wattle prong or head of spear. 

thal., n. centipede. Category: Insects. Syn: thunch. 

thal ma'-puuy n. scorpion. Categoty: Insects. 
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thal ma'-uuy n. centipede (sometimes just called 'thal'). Category: Insects, 
thalakang See: thalokang. 

thalam n. Variant: minh thalam. See: ngekthalampang. 

thalampang n. Variant: minh thalampang; but most say this word as 'minh 
ngekthalampang'. Frogmouths.Crz/egozy; Birds. See: ngekthalampang. 

thalokang adv. (cut) into pieces,(split) in half (e.g. a fish snapping a line in two; or a spear handle breaking when someone is 
trying to straighten it.) 

thal-thal adj. rough,bumpy (road) (e.g. a road with lots of bulldust and very corrugated). 

tham adv. Variant: also said as 'thamp; thampang; thamang'. also,too,with. Ngan anman peey-peeyan kinch ongkan, a' 
ngangk way tham wun-wun ngant. We cried all day and we were also sad. Pam wik thampang wamp. A message 
came. Kek a' thul thamp iiy-iiy-aa, a' minh wuungkam wuut pi’an thath a' monkan thaa'am chintan 
mu lakam . He went with his spear and woomera. When he saw a big barramundi he speared it at the back of its neck 
and killed it immediately. 

thamang see: tham. 
thamp See: tham. 
thampang See.- tham. 
than pn. they, 
than am pn. they, 
thanan /v. 1 • stand. 

2 • sometimes acts like the verb 'to be' in English as some of the following examples show: 

aak enyan thanAN tv. a quiet place. 

achantang thanAN /v. stand on tiptoes. 

kemp akangam thanAN zv. shiver (from sickness); shake (from fear). 

konam than-thanAN zv. half and half; indifferent; unenthusiastic attitude. 

man thanAN z'v. raise head (could be used of people, snakes, and so on),crane neck, 
thanang pn. them, 
thanar pn. they-mine. 

thanathan tv. stand something up, also used for setting a billy on the fire, or an electric jug to boil, or setting some foods (e.g. 
shellfish) on a fire. Paath thanatha thumang angan may ngakaka! Put the billy on the fire so we can make some 
tea. Paath thanatha thumang angan may ngakaka! Put the billy on the fire so we can make some tea. Paath 
thanatha thumang angan may ngakaka! Put the billy on the fire so we can make some tea. 

U mang thanathAN tv. stand someone before others (e.g. in a courtroom. In this context the word implies there will be a 
judgement as well). 

yuk thanathan «. fence. 

thanch n. a tree (Barringtonia acutangula) growing near swamps with red pendulous flowers. It is used as a fish poison. The 
bark or branches are cut up and swirled in the water. This makes the fish die but they are still edible. Category: Plants. 

thanchal n. Variant: minh thanchal. immature Jabiru; or Black-necked Stork (Xenorhynchus asuaticus). Like adult jabiru but 
slightly smaller, with brown plumage and brown/black legs. Category: Birds. See: mont 2 . 

thanchal n. Variant: yuk thanchal. Milkwood tree (Alstonia actinophylla). A large tree with pale cream, deeply fissured, corky 
bark. The milky sap may cause blindness. The wood is soft and light. Common in Aurukun. When it flowers, it is an 
indication that oysters are fat and ready to eat. The sap was rubbed on the upper chest, backs and necks and under the 
arms of nursing mothers to promote milk flow. The next day the breasts would be really swollen with milk. The wood is 
used as handles for shark-tooth and sawfish nose swords, and the bigger trees are used as shelters for wet season house 
sites. 

thanchiy adj. handsome (boys and men). 

thankan n. Usage: avoidance, top of hips. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. 


http://ausil.org/Dictionary/Wik-Mungkan/lexicon/main.htm 


7/23 


21/10/2019 


Wik Mungkan - Lexicon 


ma' thankanang thanAN tv. stand with hands on hips. 

thankan n. As in: kuchek thankan, kootr thankan. coil for carrying things on the head, made out of grass, grape vine, towel, 
or piece of rag and so on. Syn: weelap thankan (Bottomside people). Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. 

thankan n. As in: As in: As in: 

than-niiyant pn. they-yours (plural), 
than-nipar pn. they-yours (dual), 
than-nungant pn. they-his. 
than-nungkar pn. they-yours (singular), 
thanpan tv. knock,bump,misuse. 

Chlip thanpAN /v. dive or fall in water (e.g. to rescue). 

kiith thanpAN tv. speak English badly (any language name can be substituted). 

kon thanpAN tv. remind someone. 

ma'ang thanpAN tv. punch. 

ngakang thanpAN zv. jump, fall (in water). 

tha'ang thanpAN tv. kick. 

than pan am adv. halfway,partway, 
than-pulant pn. they-theirs (dual), 
thant pn. to them,for them,theirs (short form). 

thanth n. Variant: minh thanth. fat (of animals). Category: Food. Syn: (minh) (kam) wachaman. 

than-than they go their own way, or are in their own group. 

than-thanam pn. they by themselves. 

than-thant pn. they-theirs. 

thanttakam pn. themselves. 

thanttam pn. from them,because of them,theirs. 

thanttang pn. with them,on them. 

thangk adj. deep (e.g. deep hole or deep water). 

aak thangk n. hole. 

pip thangk n. dark grey clay, deep in ground. 

thangkar n. Variant: thangkar ip. semen; Not used as part of general conversation. Bad swearing when used in fighting. 

thap n. fork of tree,forked branch,also forked sticks used to hold cross-bars wimp) in shelters. See: ngoyngk. Yuk thapang 
kenywaanch~an, minh ko’an inanganiya. Hang these geese on the fork of the tree. Yuk thapang keny 
waanch~an, minh ko'an inanganiya. Hang these geese on the fork of the tree. Yuk thapang keny waanch~an, 
minh ko'an inanganiya. Hang these geese on the fork of the tree. 

man thap n. hollow inside of neck, just above scapula. 

paap thap n. firm, hard breasts (e.g. single girls). 

thapangk adv. one end. Nint mal thapangk nan kath kuuyang, ngay mal in ngul kath~anga. You tie that end of the 
swag and I'll tie this one. 

thapangumpan n. Variant:' minh thapangumpan’; pronounced by some as 'thapumpan'. This word covers sharks of 
four kinds:(l) Black Whaler Shark (Carcharhinus macrurus). This shark grows to 5m and is a known man-eater.(2) 
Graceful Shark (Carcharhinus amblyrhynihoidea). Grows to 2m.(3) Hammerhead Shark (Sphyrna lewini). This shark is 
commonly seen and caught along the coast and in the estuary. It grows to 6m. The head is flattened and elongated into a 
hammer shape. It is considered dangerous to man.(4) Tiger Shark (Galeocerdo cuvieri). It grows to 6m and is a proven 
man-eater. It is common along the coast and in river mouths. Category: Food. 
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thapathan tv. take off (e.g. clothes),peel (e.g. orange), also; take scales off fish. 


pay thapathAN tv. undo,unwrap (e.g. blankets, bandage, swag, clothes wrapped in a bundle, fish wrapped in ti-tree bark, 
towel around pandanus). 

thap-thapam kathan tv. tie hands together or feet together with handcuffs or chain; or roll up swag. 

thap-thapangk adv. (at) both ends. 

thapthinthiy adj. pregnant. 

thapumpan See: thapangumpan. 

thar' thayanaman tv 1 • faint. 

2 • stay away for a long while. Niiy wanttak thar' thayanaman ngathaniya? Why haven't you been to visit me for a 
long while? 

thar'(-thar') adv. unsteady,wobbly. 

that n. Usage: avoidance, ear. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: kon. 

that n. green frog. Categoiy: Animals. 

that waap n. tadpole. Category: Animals. 

thatal n. Variant: 'minh thatal'; pronounced more like 'thadal'. Mud Loppen (periophthalmus koelreuteri); and Mud Skipper 
(periophthalmus barbarus). These little fish grow to 30cm and can be seen on mudbanks near small puddles or climbing 
up on mangrove roots. The pectoral fins have developed stiff muscles which allow it to "walk" on mud. Found in estuary 
waters. Category: Fish. 

thathan tv. 1 • see,look at. 

2 • perceive. Ngay pam min paththam thathang nunang. I perceive him to be a really good man. Ngay pam min 
paththam thathang nunang. I perceive him to be a really good man. Ngay pam min paththam thathang 
nunang. I perceive him to be a really good man. Ngay pam min paththam thathang nunang. I perceive him to be a 
really good man. Ngay pam min paththam thathang nunang. I perceive him to be a really good man. Ngay pam 
min paththam thathang nunang. I perceive him to be a really good man. Ngay pam min paththam thathang 
nunang. I perceive him to be a really good man. Ngay pam min paththam thathang nunang. I perceive him to be a 
really good man. Ngay pam min paththam thathang nunang. I perceive him to be a really good man. Ngay pam 
min paththam thathang nunang. I perceive him to be a really good man. 

aak thathAN iv. look out for (someone). 

iimanang thathAN tv. peep at. 

mee' kiirkang thathAN tv. look sideways; look out of corner of eye. 

mee' mill (piimpanang) thathAN tv. look at someone with angry, protruding eyes. 

mee' thathAN /v. look after properly. 

mee' thath(uwpul) exchange eye signals (e.g. winks) to show mutual attraction. Often leads to making love. 

nyaa'-nyaa' thathAN tv. look at something with fright or embarrassment e.g. sacred object (might be afraid of being 
sick). 

um thathAN tv. see someone coming towards you. 

woyan thathAN iv. lookout for someone. Ngay aak-ya'ang woyan thath-thathang nungant, nil ke'am yippak 
wamp. I'm looking out for him in vain. He hasn't come yet. 

thaththiy n. Variant: minh thaththiy. seawater turtle. Category: Fish. Syn: miintin. 

thaw n. bee. Category: Insects. 

thawan iv. tell.say,speak. 

chaan-chaatl thawAN the call of a white cockatoo. 

chur-chur thawAN iv. get a fright, 
chu' thawAN iv. spit. 
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(kaa') achiy thawAN zv. sneeze, 
kaa' ngur thawAN zv. snore. 

kemp wir' thawAN zv. nervous from sickness or from a fright or referring to exteme weariness ofbody after lifting 
something heavy or after a big job. 

kootr/kuchek nyaa' thawAN iv. i* be ashamed. 

2 • feel one's nerves are shattered. See: nyaa'. 
mal-mal thawAN iv. flash quickly (e.g. flash of lightning, flashes from a welder), 
man akangam thawAN /v. speak in a shaky voice, 
man olam thawAN iv. speak from deep in the throat; laryngealize. 
ma' mupam thawAN zv. talk in low voice, or under one's breath, 
monkanam thawAN zv. talk over shoulder, 
ngangk nyom thawAN zv. be relieved, 
ngangk tung tung thawAN zv. fast beating of heart, 
n g i r thawAN iv. sound of crack in joint, 
ngow-ngow thawAN zv. groan in sleep, 
n u n k t h aw AN zv. cough. 

nyaa'-(nyaa') thawAN iv. be embarrassed; apprehensive; or shivering (from cold). See: nyaa'. 
thaa' yaakang thawAN iv. whisper, speak in a husky voice (e.g. with sore throat), 
thip kllf thawAN zv. stomach rumbling, 
tung tung thawAN iv. nod head in agreement. 

uu'thawAN zv. kiss. 

thawar n. Variant: kek thawar. wooden spear head now made of iron.May refer to knife also, 
thayan n. axe. See: thayan kunttow; thayan thaamp. 

thayan adj. strong,hard,firm;can also be used to describe a mean person who will not share with others, 
kaa'-thayan adj. cheeky, bold person. 

kaa' thayanang Waa'AN tv. speak badly against, blame, abuse (e.g. blame an innocent person), 
kemp thayan adj. hard-bodied people; really healthy ones who do not get sick. 

kon thayan adj. someone who has a good memory and never forgets anything, reliable person (with things), 
kuchek thayan adj. stubborn, strong-headed. 

kuchek waap thayan adj. long stubborn memory—describing a person who does not forget a fight and continues to bear 
a grudge. 

man-thayan adj. child who doesn't cry for mother's breast for long periods of time, 
ma'-pik-thayan adj. person who does not feel like doing anything, just wants to sit. 
ma' thayan adj. trustworthy (with things or looking after a person). 

ma'thayan enchAN iv. collapse and die. 
ma' thayan keekAN tv. collapse and die. 
mee'-thayan adj. 1 • awake. 

2 • unreliable, untrustworthy. 

ngangk thayan adj. brave. 

ngench thayan adj. forbidden (because of ritual law prohibitions); sacred; sacred ceremonies, 
pe'an thayan n. scab or hard skin like that of a pig, bullock or dugong. 
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tha'thayan enchAN Zv. suddenly collapse and die. 

weep thayan n. sound sleep. 

wik thayan n. law; strong word. 

wik thayan yumpAN tv. make laws, or make statements that are not to be taken lightly — they are said seriously and to 
the point, and are to be taken notice of. 

thayan kunttow n. stone axe. Head of axe is stone, and the handle is a split stick stuck onto the head with wax worn) and 
bound tightly with 'kuuy koonth' (lawyer cane vine). Kuuy kuunth is also tied round the end of the 
handle. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

thayan thaamp n. axe handle. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

thayanaman tv. become strong, firmed up. Kemp kan thayanamana. This could mean: He's well again after being 
sick. or(The young baby's) skin is firm now (and he's ready for walking), or His body is stiff (from rain or 
cold). Ochangan ke'am thayanaman. That toddler is still unsteady on his legs (knees not firm yet). Thaa'nganth 
ke'am thayanamin yippak. Those children can't speak clearly or properly yet (tongues not firm yet). Kemp kan 
thayanamana. This could mean: He's well again after being sick, or (The young baby's) skin is firm now (and he's 
ready for walking), or His body is stiff (from rain or cold). Ochangan ke'am thayanaman. That toddler is still 
unsteady on his legs (knees not firm yet). Thaa'nganth ke'am thayanamin yippak. Those children can't speak clearly 
or properly yet (tongues not firm yet). Kemp kan thayanamana. This could mean: He's well again after being 
sick, or (The young baby's) skin is firm now (and he's ready for walking), or His body is stiff (from rain or 
cold). Ochangan ke'am thayanaman. That toddler is still unsteady on his legs (knees not firm yet). Thaa'nganth 
ke'am thayanamin yippak. Those children can't speak clearly or properly yet (tongues not firm yet). Kemp kan 
thayanamana. This could mean: He's well again after being sick, or (The young baby's) skin is firm now (and he's 
ready for walking), or His body is stiff (from rain or cold). Ochangan ke'am thayanaman. That toddler is still 
unsteady on his legs (knees not firm yet). Thaa'nganth ke'am thayanamin yippak. Those children can't speak clearly 
or properly yet (tongues not firm yet). Kemp kan thayanamana. This could mean: He's well again after being 
sick, or (The young baby's) skin is firm now (and he's ready for walking), or His body is stiff (from rain or 
cold). Ochangan ke'am thayanaman. That toddler is still unsteady on his legs (knees not firm yet). Thaa'nganth 
ke'am thayanamin yippak. Those children can't speak clearly or properly yet (tongues not firm yet). 

man-thayanam thawAN Zv. speak loudly and strongly. 

thaa'-thayanamAN Zv. quarrel, argue, 
thar' thayanamAN zv. 1 • faint. 

2 • stay away for a long time. 

thay-thayanamAN Zv. fit (like an epileptic) where the body goes rigid before a person falls. 

thayanathan tv. 1 • make strong,make firm.tighten up. 

2 * hold back. Ngay kaangk iiy~anga, puth ya’a, ngul ngeenang nath thayanathanya. I want to go, but no, 
something's holding me back, or I'm 'on strike', lazy. Ngay kaangk iiy~anga, puth ya'a, ngul ngeenang nath 
thayanathanya. I want to go, but no, something's holding me back, or I'm 'on strike', lazy. Ngay kaangk iiy~anga, 
puth ya'a, ngul ngeenang nath thayanathanya. I want to go, but no, something's holding me back, or I'm 'on 
strike', lazy. Ngay kaangk iiy~anga, puth ya'a, ngul ngeenang nath thayanathanya. I want to go, but no, 
something's holding me back, or I'm 'on strike', lazy. 

kon thayanathAN tv. remind. Syn: kon thanpan. 

ngangk thayanathAN zv. encourage, make brave. 

wik thayanathAN zv. warn. 

thaypan n. Variant: yuk thaypan. 1 • taipan snake (also called thuuk thaypan. 

2 • Rainbow Serpent, also called thuuk ngooy and ngeen-wiy. 

3 • rainbow. 

tha' n. foot. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha'achantang iiyan zv walk on tiptoe. 

tha' achantang nyiinan zv squat,sit on haunches. 
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tha' ek n. toenail. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' kinch-kinch adv. (do something) all in the same day. Ngan tha' kinch-kinch mo'an Coen=aka palam ngul 
warn pan. We went to Coen and back in one day. 

tha' kont n. ankle. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' kongk «. ankle. 

tha' koonth n. corns on feet. 

tha' kliman n. root of a tree. Categoiy: Plants. 

tha' monkan n. heel. Syn: tha' mun, tha' think. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
tha' mun n. heel. 

tha' munang iiyAN zv. go on heels. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' murrilk n. shoe, sandal, etc. 

tha' muut n. footsteps. In tha' muutathiy wee' iiy-iiyan, thuunth-thuunthanangan e? Who's going with such big 
footsteps? 

tha' ngaw n. footprints. Syn: tha' pemp. Nil tha' ngawam thee'-thee'an ngak wayakana, an-ngulan iiyana. He left his 

tracks on the way to get grog, that's where he is. 

tha' ngulang kee'an iv. dance on toes (something like shake-a-leg but played with toes), 
tha' paantang kee'an iv. dance on ball of foot (something like shake-a-leg but played on toes). 

tha' pal kenyuw enchan /v. drop dead suddenly. 

tha' pemp n. tracks,footsteps. 

tha' pemp weechan tv. follow footprints. 

tha' piir n. toenail. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' pikpungk n. top of foot. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha' puk n. toe. 

tha' pukangam iiyAN zv. go on tiptoe, 
tha' puk many n. little toe. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
tha' puntamanh n. root. Category: Plants, 
tha'thayan enchan zv. collapse and die. 
tha'thayan keekan zv. collapse and die. 

tha' think n. heel. Syn: tha' monkan, tha' mun. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
tha' um n. sole of foot. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
tha' (puk) pi'an n. big toe. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

tha'an tv. push,knock. Nil yukaman tha’ana. He knocked him off a log. Tha'~an ngayang ngay yam pek uk~anga, minh 
nga' wich~ang inpal pekana. Push me out (in the dinghy). I'll just go somewhere down there and fish. Nil yukaman 
tha'ana. He knocked him off a log. Tha'~an ngayang ngay yam pek uk~anga, minh nga' wich~ang inpal 
pekana. Push me out (in the dinghy). I'll just go somewhere down there and fish. Nil yukaman tha'ana. He knocked 
him off a log. Tha'~an ngayang ngay yam pek uk~anga, minh nga' wich~ang inpal pekana. Push me out (in the 
dinghy). I'll just go somewhere down there and fish. Nil yukaman tha'ana. He knocked him off a log. Tha'~an 
ngayang ngay yam pek uk~anga, minh nga' wich~ang inpal pekana. Push me out (in the dinghy). I'll just go 
somewhere down there and fish. 

kuchek pong-pong tha'-tha'AN ip\: suffer a throbbing headache. 

kuchek tha'-tha'AN tpv. suffer a headache. 

um tha'AN tv. drive back, push back. 


http://ausil.org/Dictionary/Wik-Mungkan/lexicon/main.htm 


12/23 


21/10/2019 


Wik Mungkan - Lexicon 


tha'an tv. peel (e.g. skin of fruit),pluck (feathers),undo (e.g. rope of dinghy),take off (e.g. clothes),open (e.g. 
door).Sjw: thapathan, tha'athan. Minh pul tha'~ana! Pluck the rooster's feathers. 

tha'ang maakan tv tread with feet. 

tha'athan tv. 1* knock down. Pul ma'-kuuncham al-alangan thon-thonam tha'-tha'athpul thanang a’ kaa'wal 
chaapar piikpul thanang. The two brothers knocked down one man after another and made them bleed. 

2 • peel (e.g. skin of fruit),pluck (e.g. feathers),undo (e.g. rope of dinghy),take off (e.g. clothes),open (e.g. 
door).5yn: tha'an, thapathan. 

tha'iy adj. abundance of (e.g. food, work). 

thech n. Variant: minh thech. sand goanna often found around hollow logs. It lays its eggs in the thurpak season. The eggs are 
'joined' by a string-like substance from its own stomach. Minh thech are cooked in the ashes and are very good meat 
('sweet'). 

thechan iv. move. Puy puy thecha! Move (or lean) a little further. An-ngul thechana. It's moving away (e.g. ball, paper). 

thechathan tv. blow away,push along,shift,move away (someone or something). An-ngul thechath wuntanga. The wind 
has blown it away (e.g. paper). 

theecham n. songs sung about others, either rudely or in a funny, teasing way. They may sound as if sung in fun, but they are 
really sung to make others angry. Theecham songs are also used to take a person to another tribal land by singing them. 
Not now practised. Syn: piithal. 

theek n. Variant: thaa' theek. spit,saliva. See: thaa' theek. Ke' theekangan makow. He should keep his tongue to himself 
(and not blame others). Theek thu'a! (literally 'swallow your spit') Stop talking and give us a break. 

theekang makan tv. blame in nasty way. Nint puk ngatharaman ke' waa'-waa'~an nunang, ke' theekang mak- 
mak~an nunang. Don't talk about my son or girl, keep your tongue to yourself. 

theekang nyiinan iv. gossip, tell bad yarns. 

theemp n. Variant: thuut theemp. strong smell from milk when mother's breast is full, or smell of cow's milk, or the smell of 
the milky drink from crushed yellow fruit may ow). 

theent n. Variant: kaa'-theent. a forked or hooked stick that is used for carrying fish or mudshells. These are poked through the 
stick. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

theenth n. Variant: kek theenth. wooden barb of spear. 

theep n. Variant: ngak theep. soap suds,soapy-looking water, such as is seen at low tide.Also used to describe waves breaking 
ngak theep ik-ikathan). 

theep-theepiy adj. very foamy suds. 

theetathan tv. Variant: also said as 'ma' theetathan'. give,hand over. Ngay kulich ngatharam puk ngatharamant 

theetathanga kulich nyiingkanama, nil ngatha thaw. I gave my new dress to my daughter. She asked me for it. 

theey adj. Usage: avoidance, good. Syn: min. 

thee'an tv. throw,give. 

awalang thee'AN tv. rub with underarm sweat. 

chu' thee'AN tv. spit. 

kaa'(wal) malang thee'AN tv. turn face to right. 

kepam thee' (thant) tv. be away for a month. 

kep nyiingkanam thee' /v.newmoon. 

kliy thee'AN tv. take or accompany someone or something to another place. 

loo okan thee'AN tv. drop or throw something that one has been carrying (e.g. wood) heavily to the ground, or table, or 
onto the fire. 

mal WOO' thee'AN V. signal with one's hand for someone to come. 

man apam thee'AN n. belch, burp. 

man mangk thee'AN h. turn back on someone. 
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ma'ang thee'AN tv. hand over something or someone, 
ma' thee'AN /v. fight someone (back). 

mee' thee'AN iv. watch for someone you are expecting; watch for something you expect to happen, 
mee' wir' thee'AN iv. signal with eye to arrange a meeting place or walk with boyfriend or girlfriend, 
mompan thee'AN tv. crack shot with a spear, 
ngangkang thee'AN Zv. have a spell or a rest; breathe. 

ngangk athamayan thee'AN tv. sigh, 
ngangk pi'an thee'AN zv. sigh, 
ngangk thee'AN tv. trust; put faith in. 

OCham thee'AN zv. pass urine. 

thaa' thee'-thee'AN tv. disbelieve; believe someone is lying, 
wik pi lam thee'AN tv. side talk. See: wik. 

wik thee'AN tv. throw off words when fighting. Can also be used to describe side talk. 

Wlintang thee'AN zv. wind blows away, 
yaan thee'AN tv. lend. 

thee'anang thee'an zv. throw something at someone while running. 

thekang Zv As in: monkan thekang thawan. crack in joint at back of neck which is considered to be a signal that something is 
about to happen (e.g. a death). 

thek-(thek)anan Zv rouse angrily (at someone),speak sharp words,bark angrily (dog). Ninta ya' thekanan ngathara. You 
spoke crossly to me. Puk many thonamang ku' kulliy man-aathan. Nil ku' kulliyan ya' thek-thekan nungant a' 
pathan. A child teased a dog. It barked angrily at him, and bit him. 

themp n. Variant: minh themp. Pacific Black Duck (Anas superciliosa). Dark wood-brown colour, bright dark green to purple 
wing patch. Black crown, face and throat whitish to yellow buff, with two black stripes. Very wary. Dabbles and upends 
in shallows. Occasionally feeds in swamps and wet countryside. Prefers waters with plentiful vegetation. Children tend 
to use the words minh themp as a generic term for 'duck'. Category: Birds. 

thenchan zv. put inside (e.g. put cotton through a needle),hide. 

man monkan thenchAN zv. betray; cheat. 

mee' thenchAN zv. trick or cheat (especially one's spouse by playing up with another man or woman); steal goods in a 
sneaky way. 

wik thenchAN zv. keep a secret, 
thenchiy adj. handsome. 

thent Variant: yuk thent. n. Nutwood tree (somewhat like the beefwood tree). It has thin leaves and yellow 
flowers. Categoiy: Plants. 

thengkan iv. laugh. 

kaa'wal thengk-thengkanang adj. a happy smiling face, 
ka-kakang thengkAN zv. laughing noise. 

thaa' thengkanang adv. laugh to oneself (e.g. when picturing something really funny). 

thengkan kenthan tv. make someone laugh. Category: Mood and Character. Nint thengkan kenth~an, nil yipam 
thengkowa, kaa' kulam nyiinana. Do something to make him laugh, he's so serious. 

thengkan mul adv. have a really good laugh that goes on for ages without stopping, 
thengkathan zv. laugh (at someone). 

thaa'-thengkathAN Zv mock, laugh jeeringly, make fun. 

thepalam See.thepalang. 
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thepalang n. Variant: minh thepalang. Wedgetailed Eagle (Aquila audax). Category: Birds. Syn: minh nhomp. 
thepan tv. hit. Syn: piikan, waapungan. 

theth n. Variant: ngak theth. dew,spray of water,a few drops of water falling or a slight shower before heavy rain falls. Nil 

pamana ngakang keeka, ngak thethana kenyam pey dinghy um-menhang angana. A man fell into the water 
and water splashed into the boat. 

the' n. billycan (recent use of word),dish made from the bark of the ti-tree, used for carrying honey and water and crushed yellow 

fruit. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Syn: paath, thinchan, kich ik. 

thich n. pus (from sores, boils). 

mee' thich sticky eyes or pus in eyes or sleepy eyes. Wench thaa' thich-thichiy kal-kalangana. You have badly 
infected eyes. 

thiichan tv. know (e.g. a person, facts, or characteristics about them, know a language or a certain area of land). Syn: mee'miy. 
thiimpin As in: As in: As in: As in: 
thiinchalakan adj. disobedient,foolish. 
thiinchalang See: thiinchalakan. 

thiinchan n. Variant: wak thiinchan. long brown soft grass. Category: Grasses. 
thiin-(thiinam) adj, adr. unaware, or not knowing (due to not being present), 
kaa' thiin waa'AN tv. talk about someone behind his back. 

(mee') kaa' thiin adj, adv. not noticing (e.g. a child fall down, or a fight), 
monkan thiin waa'AN tv. talk about someone behind his back, 
thiith n. Variant: minh thiith. egg. Category: Food. Category: Food. Category: Food. Category: Food, 
mee'thiith n. eyeball, 
nhok thiith n. lump in groin. 

lint thiith n. testicles. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
thiith kalan tv. lay an egg. 

thiithar n. itchy sores (e.g. ringworm, prickly heat, fine rash and scabies). 

thim n. Variant: minh thim. Eastern Grass Owl (Tyto longimembris). Ground owl with longer legs than the barn owl. Upper 
parts yellow buff with heavily marbled blue/black or dark grey with fine silvery spots. Triangular facial disc which is 
buff in colour. Underparts buff/orange to dull white. Found in tall grass in large swampy areas, grassy plains. Not often 
seen. Category: Birds. 

thiman tv. Usage: avoidance, squeeze,strain. Syn: inthan. 

thinanathan tv. pester,annoy. Yaam ke’ thinanath~an ngayang, wukalak. Don't keep pestering me for money. 

thinchan n. a container, somewhat like a bush dish ik though smaller, made out of ti-tree bark. Small pieces of wood from the 
wattle species 'yuk yakal' are poked through the gathered bark at each end and then twine from 'yuk yakal' is bound 
around to make it Finn. Used to carry water, wild honey, and may ow. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

th i nhan adj. weak (physically),numb,sluggish. 

kemp thinhan tired, weak, and feeling half-sick. Kemp thinhan wunar. or| Thinhan makan ngayang. I'm weak and 
tired and on the verge of becoming ill. 

kinch thinhan adj. not very warm, sun is sluggish. 

kuchek thinhan adj. slow at learning. 

yangk thinhan weakiegs. 

think n. spear part. See: kek think. 

think n. !• lower back,sacral or lumbar region. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

2 • main trunk of tree. Variant: yuk think. Category: Plants. 
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3 • the starting row of dillybag waangk or bowl or mat. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Ngay 
kan think kath~ang mat iniya. I'll just start off this mat. Ngay kan think kath~ang mat iniya. I'll just start off this 
mat. Ngay kan think kath~ang mat iniya. I'll just start off this mat. 

chllkklin think n. stern of a boat. 

ma' think n. sorcerer, person who gets old rags and hides them, in order to make others sick. Categoty: Ceremony and 
Dreaming. 

think mam-mam(wuntan) h. homosexual play or activity. 

thinkam n. Variant: yuk thinkam. a gum sometimes used for spears, obtained from a tree somewhat similar to 'yuk 
koyngkan'. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

thinth n. Variant: minh thinth. covers the catfish types Berney's Catfish (Hexanematichthys berneyi); and Salmon Catfish 
(Netuma thalassina), locally called big freshwater catfish. These fish are often caught in the freshwater rivers and 
lagoons as well as in the brackish and salt water. They are easily caught but caution is needed when dealing with the 
three spines — two pectoral and one dorsal which can inflict a painful wound. Category: Fish. 

thinth adv. close (in time or distance). 

yuwan thinth side of body from underarm to waist. 

thinthamak adj.Asin: kul thinthamak. quiet calm person. 

thinthow n. Variant: thuuk thinthow or minh thinthow. Water Python, that lives in the swamp, non-poisonous, good for 
eating. Averages 2 metres and is very docile. 

thip n. stomach, also used for bottom of a canoe or boat. 

thip ak n. loose skin around tummy area ('spare tyre'). 

thip akathiy big stomach. 

thip kalanam n. own real mother (from being carried in stomach). Kaath-kunch, thip kalanaman, kangkak iiy. His 
mother, his real one, went bush. 

thip kilt thawan /v. stomach rumbling. 

thip maayan tpv. full up (with food). 

thip ngew adj. early pregnancy, before it shows. 

thip ngulathiy adj. pregnant woman. 

thip pek-(pek)an nunang tpv. labour pains starting. 

thip pe'an n. animal's pouch (e.g. kangaroo),pocket (present day usage). 

thip pilk n. small intestines. 

thip pukathiy 'beerbelly', 
thip puk pi'an «. bowels, 
thip wayang adv. have diarrhoea. 

thip yaarkathan tv. scatter (someone) e.g. when someone comes into a fight with a gun then people scatter. Minh 
peengkanga thip yaarkath thanang pam wanch puk. The bull scattered them, men, women and children. 

thipan n. Variant: yuk thipan. A tree that grows near the swamps, leaves have a eucalyptus smell. Both the bark of this tree and 
also the new leaves can be boiled (separately) and used as a medicine for the treatment of coughs and colds, headaches 
and fever. A beautiful sweet smell comes from the mixture. People can bathe themselves in the liquid or inhale the 
medicine like inhaling Vicks. Category: Plants. 

thipan iv. fire has burnt down to the right temperature to roast damper, fish and so on. There is no longer any flame, just hot 

ashes. Thum munth kan-ngul thipan, minhan kenyangk ngul thee'~an, menchan yipam penchow. The fire is 
ready, throw on the fish to cook. Thum munth kan-ngul thipan, minhan kenyangk ngul thee'~an, menchan 
yipam penchow. The fire is ready, throw on the fish to cook. Thum munth kan-ngul thipan, minhan kenyangk 
ngul thee'~an, menchan yipam penchow. The fire is ready, throw on the fish to cook. Thum munth kan-ngul 
thipan, minhan kenyangk ngul thee’~an, menchan yipam penchow. The fire is ready, throw on the fish to cook. 

kemp ya' thip(an) soft bruised skin e.g. from a boil. 
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ma'-thipAN iv. does not fight back. 
mee'-thipAN iv. close eyes ready for sleep. 

th i pan iv. As in: kaa’-thipan. frown. 

thochan n. Variant: minh thochan. Barramundi, Saratoga,Jardine (Scleropages leichardti leichardti). A very primitive 

freshwater fish which lives in rivers and lagoons. A good eating fish when small. Grows to 20kg but is usually caught at 
2kg. It has very large scales and swims with a snake-like action. Category’: Fish. 

thok n. steam,smoke (usually 'thum thok'). Thok in pent-pentana, ngak in bul-bul thaw-thawana. The steam is rising, the 
water is bubbling. 

thok n. Variant: minh thok. White-Faced Fleron (Ardea novaehollandiae). Very common heron, often called a blue crane. Pale 
grey with white face and yellow legs. Found around shallow waters of all sorts. Probably also White Necked Fleron or 
Pacific Fleron (Ardea pacifica). Wading birds with longish necks and legs and straight sharp bills. They wade after small 
fish, frogs, crabs and insects. Category: Birds. 

thok n. Variant: yuk thok. tree type with long leaf (Ixora klanderana). Used for medicinal purposes. 

thok thoonp n. smoky food. 

thok-ween n. mist,fog. Aak ya' kang ngampang, aak kechan puth ke' thathimpa, thok-ween encha! It's so foggy we 
can't see very far at all. Thok-weenangam kang, yoykaniya. The mist covered the mountains. 

tholan n. Usage: avoidance, groin. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: nhok. 

tholpach adj. Usage: avoidance, long,tall. Syn: ongk. 

thomp n. sandbeach. 

panch thomp n. all small beach birds. 

thon dem. Variant: also said as 'thonang'. another. In wik thonak ngul chang-peyangan ey? Have you changed your mind? 
In wik thonak ngul chang-peyangan ey? Have you changed your mind? In wik thonak ngul chang-peyangan 
ey? Have you changed your mind? In wik thonak ngul chang-peyangan ey? Have you changed your mind? In wik 
thonak ngul chang-peyangan ey? Have you changed your mind? In wik thonak ngul chang-peyangan ey? Have 
you changed your mind? In wik thonak ngul chang-peyangan ey? Have you changed your mind? In wik thonak 
ngul chang-peyangan ey? Have you changed your mind? 

kaap thon(ang) temp, next year; another year. 

kinch thonang temp, the next day. 

kinch thon-thonangana temp, every day. 

ngaa' thon temp, another day (could be the day after next). 

ngaa' thon-thon temp, every day, daily. 

ngangk thon thee'AN tv. funny feeling that something good or bad might happen, 
nhok thon on the other hand. 

thonak adv, adj. only. Thonam thonak. The only one. In nungant ngula, thonaka. It's just for himself. 

thonakam adv, adj. only (emphatic form). 

thonam num. one. 

kaap thonam n. one year. 

kaa'-thonam kalan n. a woman with only one child, 
kaa'-thonam wunpan n. a man with only one child. 

kinch thonamang in one day. 
man-thonam adj. reliable, trustworthy. 

ma'-thonam adv. once. 

puk kaa'-thonam n . only child. 

thaa' thonamang thaw(antan) iv. all talking at once. 
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thonam thonakam only one. 
thonang See. thon. 

thontan n. As in: kaa' thontan. soft hollow just above the bridge of the nose between the eyes, 
thontan n. Variant: yuk thontan. rotten tree, dead tree. 

yuk thontan maakAN iv. die. 
thon-thonam adv. one by one,one after another, 
thon-thonam adv, adj. of a different kind. Syn: nil-nil. 
thoocham adj. burned grass or ground (after bushfire). 
thook n. As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: 

thook n. pipe. Long cylinder sealed at each end with wax worn) and with two holes in the upper side for smoking (with cigarette 
or bush tobacco or European tobacco). Made of pukal, big bamboo, or yuk put or piinth. To smoke it a cigarette or a 
wooden bush pipe malkacham) is placed in one of the holes and the smoke is drawn from the other 
hole.Cu/egory: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

thookam n. Usage: avoidance, spear. Syn: kek. 

thoon n. canoe made of messmate bark warmed and shaped and sewn with lawyer cane. The bark from the messmate was 
removed whole. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

thoonp Variant: thok thoonp. smoky food. 
thOOnth n. Usage: avoidance, dog. Syn: ku'. 

thoonth-ngekanam n. Usage: avoidance, dingo. Syn: ku'-ngekanam. 
thOOnth-waak n. Usage: avoidance, cat. Syn: ku'-waak. 
thOO' Variant: wik thoo'. n. news. 

Wik thoo' we'arathAN tv. spread the news, 
thoo'athan tv. Variant: wik thoo'athan. tell about,spread the news. 

thopiy n. Variant: minh thopiy. goanna, very big with brown and yellow spots that live in the timber country. Category: Animals, 
tho'anan As in: As in: 

tho'anathan tv. pierce, make a hole in something (e.g. with spear or stick or gun),unblock (e.g. nose, ear e.g. via medicine, 
Vicks inhalation etc.) 

thuchan iv. bend over,sink. 

thaa' thuchAN iv. does not answer back. 

umpuyam thuchAN n. drown (for good). 

thuchathan tv. press down,push down. Puk alangan ya' thuchathan ngakanga, kaa' math pi'-pi'an. The child pushed 
(another child) down in the water and bubbles were coming up. 

thukkay n. fleas,lice. Category: Insects. Category: Insects. 

panch thukkay n. Black Butcherbird. 

thul., refers to victory in fights. See: thulang ngul mo'an. Thul nungk ngula. You had the best of me. Thul ngath ngul, 
nint ke' ma'-thee'an ngatha. I had the best of you, you couldn't win. 

thul 2 n. woomera. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

thup thul clever hunter. 

thul ant n. white shells on end of woomera. Syn: thul pinch, 
thul kaa' n. hook where spear slots into woomera. Syn: thul wuup. 
thul koonh n. edges of woomera. 
thul mangk pach n. woomera with no shells at end. 
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thul ngalp n. flat wide woomera. 
thul ngurp n. long part (body) of woomera. 
thill pinch n. white shells on end of woomera. Syn: thul ant. 
thul puunchang n. shining woomera, from a special type of red gum. 
thul thanpan tv. bump, 
thul think n. end of woomera under the shell, 
thul think pach n. woomera with no shells at end. 
thul WUUp n. hook where spear slots into woomera. Syn: thul kaa'. 
thulantang n. long stick for carrying fish etc. 

thulang ngul mo'an iv. have the best of someone in a fight and then run away. Nil kuyak piikan chaapar, nil an-ngul 
thulang ngul mo'antam. He had the best of her and drew blood and then ran away. 

thul-thul As in: picham thul-thul thanpan. tpv. get a knock or pat on the shoulder - indicates child or father might be sick, 
thum n. fire,also occurs in some expressions to do with spouses, 
ma' thum ke'anang n. widower; widow, 
pam-thum n. husband. 

wanch-thum n. wife. 

thum aay wak-wakan iv. fire keeps on burning (till burns out), 
thum chew n. dry part of the bark from yukponth. 

thum karkan thee'an tv. make a big fire, 
thum kom n. kerosene wood, 
thum kurk n. ashes. 

thum man winch (wunpan) iv. set a fire of crossed sticks, 
thum mee' n. fire burning all the time (doesn't go out). 

thummunth n. 1 • coals; or charcoal (e.g. thum munth okanch - coals of hibiscus wood, especially good for black paint). 

2 • cremation ground. 

thum nganth n. firelight; flames blazing. 

thum pam n. one of the sticks of the firesticks, the one that is held vertically and inserted into the slot of the other stick (lying 
on the ground) and then rubbed and twirled with hands. 

thum pathathan o. light a fire. 

thum pe'an n. skin bark, especially yuk mo' and yuk yongk used for cooking fish and damper etc. 
thum pikan 1 n. cinders,sparks, 
thum pikan 2 adj. really wild person. 

thum po'an n. soft inside part of wood that works somewhat like a match and can be carried from one fire to start another. 

thum pup n. firesticks, a pair of softwood sticks used to create fire by friction, rotating the end of one against a groove in the 
side of the other. Accompanied by a decorative protective pouch. See: thum pam; thum wanch. 

thum puyamam aathan iv. fire catches further on, bush or grass. 

thum thok n. smoke. 

thum Uth n. firewood put aside ready for use. 

thum wanch n. one of the sticks of the firesticks, the one with a groove and which is placed horizontally. The other stick is 
held vertically and inserted into the slot and then rubbed and twirled with the hands. 

thum yOOmpan n. firewood,also used as a firestick to light another fire. 
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thumay n. Variant: yuk thumay. Boxwood. A eucalypt. A large tree with sparse foliage and an open crown. Grey, fine- 
patterned bark, lighter near the tips. Hardwood. Category: Plants, 
thump-ongk adj. As/«.yangkthump-ongk. long legs, 
thlinch n. centipede (with lots of legs). Category: Insects. Syn: thal. 
thunp n. star, 
thunth n. As in: As in: As in: 

thungk n. As in: ngak thungk. water in swellings on side of ti-tree, drinkable. 

thungkun n. Variant: minh thungkun. Sand Mullet,Tallegalane (myms elongatns). This is the small, bait size 
mullet. Category: Fish. See: (minh) nhaaliy. 

thlip adj. good at getting something that is 'fair game' e.g. clever lucky hunter (of birds, animals, fish) minh thup,describes also a 
good card player, card thup. This term can also be applied to both men pam thup) and women wanch thup). 

maarich thup a person who is 'lucky in love', and has many relationships with people of the opposite sex.See; achanthup. 
thup thul n. really clever hunter. 

thupam ngathan tv. Variant: also 'thaa' thupam ngathan'. 1 • shut (something e.g. sugar tin). 

2 • (house or road) blocked with a crowd of people. Thaa’ thupam ngath aawuch thonamangana pam wanch 
alangan. The house is full with many people. 

thupan n. Variant: may thupan. really yellow wild honey (like curry in colour) usually made from the nectar of flowers from 
yuk put) and yuk ponth.) A very sweet and very rich honey. Category: Food, 
thupan n. Variant: pach thupan. flower. Category: Grasses, 
thupan pekan iv. bear flowers. 

th U p-th U pan adj. used to describe the yellow colour of the rich honey may thupan - colour like the yellow of curry. 

thurpak n. the season following um thurpak before the wet season begins. The clouds are banked up on the horizon like castles. 

There is thunder in the east, and lightning, and sometimes some rain in the afternoons. Very hot and humid and energy¬ 
sapping. The tide comes up to the salt pans. Everything is green and the flowering trees in bloom make Aurukun look 
very beautiful. Syn: um thurpak. Category: Time. 

th Utan U kan iv. come down really quickly (e.g. a child coming down quickly from a tree after being warned he might break 
his leg). Thutan uk yukam nanpal kenyana! Come right down from that high tree. 

thuth n. Variant: minh thuth. Red-winged Parrot (Aprosmictus erythropterus). Male is a brilliant conspicuous bright pale-green 
with red shoulder. Female is mostly green with thin scarlet band across wing, blue rump. Both have red bills. Small 
flocks near water, feeds in foliage and blossoms. Nests in hollow trees. Sometimes called minh per-per for a nickname 
after its sound. Category: Birds. 

thuthan tv. pull out,pull offbreak down,pick (fruit),break (of waves). Thum mingan thuth~ana! Ngamp thum karkanan 
thee'~amp yipmam minh nga' kiingk~ampa! Break up some twigs, so we can get a hot fire going to cook this 
fish.Plane=an kan thuth, ya' wayam. The plane has broken down, it's out of action. Yeelal nan kuuw thuth- 
thuthana.The waves are breaking on the shore (in the west). Thum mingan thuth~ana! Ngamp thum karkanan 
thee'~amp yipmam minh nga' kiingk~ampa! Break up some twigs, so we can get a hot fire going to cook this 
fish. Plane=an kan thuth, ya' wayam. The plane has broken down, it's out of action. Yeelal nan kuuw thuth- 
thuthana. The waves are breaking on the shore (in the west). Thum mingan thuth~ana! Ngamp thum karkanan 
thee’~amp yipmam minh nga' kiingk~ampa! Break up some twigs, so we can get a hot fire going to cook this 
fish. Plane=an kan thuth, ya' wayam. The plane has broken down, it's out of action. Yeelal nan kuuw thuth- 
thuthana. The waves are breaking on the shore (in the west). Thum mingan thuth~ana! Ngamp thum karkanan 
thee'~amp yipmam minh nga' kiingk~ampa! Break up some twigs, so we can get a hot fire going to cook this 
fish. Plane=an kan thuth, ya' wayam. The plane has broken down, it's out of action. Yeelal nan kuuw thuth- 
thuthana. The waves are breaking on the shore (in the west). Thum mingan thuth~ana! Ngamp thum karkanan 
thee'~amp yipmam minh nga' kiingk~ampa! Break up some twigs, so we can get a hot fire going to cook this 
fish. Plane=an kan thuth, ya' wayam. The plane has broken down, it's out of action. Yeelal nan kuuw thuth- 
thuthana. The waves are breaking on the shore (in the west). Thum mingan thuth~ana! Ngamp thum karkanan 
thee'~amp yipmam minh nga' kiingk~ampa! Break up some twigs, so we can get a hot fire going to cook this 
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fish. Plane=an kan thuth, ya' wayam. The plane has broken down, it's out of action. Yeelal nan kuuw thuth- 
thuthana. The waves are breaking on the shore (in the west). Thum mingan thuth~ana! Ngamp thum karkanan 
thee'~amp yipmam minh nga' kiingk~ampa! Break up some twigs, so we can get a hot fire going to cook this 
fish. Plane=an kan thuth, ya' wayam. The plane has broken down, it's out of action. Yeelal nan kuuw thuth- 
thuthana. The waves are breaking on the shore (in the west). 

kon (ath) thuthAN tv. take heed. 

man thuth broken neck, broken handle (as of broom). 

ma' ath thuthAN tv. crack finger joints. 

ma' thuthAN tv. shake hands. 

par thuthAN tv. fish taking the bait, starting to hook itself. See: par-(par). 

par' thuthAN tv. quickly remove something that is attached (e.g. a fish on a spear, to throw' it back into the water, or 
tentacles of jellyfish from skin). 

thuthan tpv.Asin: kemp thuthan. lose weight. 

thuuchan iv. 1 • crawl (used to describe movement of crawling child; or of snakes, lizards, goannas and turtles); can also be 
used to describe someone being (knocked down in a fight and) made to crawl thuuch-thuuchanakam. Puk many kan- 
ngul thuuch-thuuchan. The baby has started to crawl. 

2 • move slowly (used to describe the movement of sun, moon, stars, clouds, shade and shadows, or falling petals, 
etc.Ngoyngk kaaw ngul thuuchan. The shade has moved to the east. 

3 • loosen,come off. Minh nga' ya' thuuch. The fish has slipped off the line. Minh nga' ya' thuuch. The fish has 
slipped off the line. Minh nga' ya' thuuch. The fish has slipped off the line. Minh nga' ya' thuuch. The fish has 
slipped off the line. 

lopam thuUChAN iv. come right out or off, come loose (e.g. hair coming off, fish off hook). 

ma' thuuchAN iv. hand feeling around for something (as in the dark, or as for a blind person). 

Wik many (thuUCh-)thuUChAN iv. grumble (under one's breath). 

thuuchathan tv. loosen (e.g. a rope). Syn: yaalathan. 

thuuk n. snake. Category: Snakes. 

thuuk manch n. death adder. Category: Snakes. 

thuuk meel n. yellow tree snake. Category: Snakes. 

thuuk mee'-kul an n. yellow tree snake, non-poisonous, jumps on people and wraps itself around their necks, but doesn't 
bite. Category: Snakes. 

thuuk mee'wayang n. Blind tame snake. Pretty snake with different shades of brown. Can be caught by the hand. Non- 
poisonous. Old people used to eat it. A kind of nickname for thuuk mulayng. Category: Snakes. 

thuuk ngeen-wiyang ngangk pathan biting pain. 

thuuk ngooy n. Rainbow Snake, mythical ancestor, taipan. Category: Snakes. Syn: thuuk thaypan, thuuk iimpanang. 

thuuk ooyngorpan n. Carpet Snake or Carpet Python. Crushes prey by twisting its body around it and crushing the bones. 

Lives in the mangroves. Averages 2 metres. Eats goannas, frogs, small birds, rats, small wallabies, etc .Category: Snakes. 

thuuk paay n. Yellow tree snake. Non-poisonous but likes to twist itself around a person's neck after falling from a 
tree. Category: Snakes. 

thuuk ponth n. snake of the same family as the taipan. Poisonous. A mixture of red and brown in colour. Category: Snakes. 

thuuk pool n. black snake with white spots. If teased will give chase. Poisonous. Something like a carpet 
snake.Category: Snakes. 

thuuk thaypan n. Taipan snake, very dangerous. Category: Snakes. See: thaypan. 

thuuk thinthow n. Water Python, lives in swamp, non-poisonous and good for eating. Averages 2 metres and is very docile. 

thuuk uk n. brown snake, dangerous. Category: Snakes. 

thuuk wayk n. brown and yellowish snake similar to thuuk uk. Category: Snakes. 
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thllllk Wlint n. Burton's Flap-footed Lizard (Lialis burtonis), locally called whip snake. Small, harmless snake-like lizard, 

brown and sometimes yellowish, with a long sharply pointed head. Sometimes used by adults to hit small children on the 
knee to make them crawl. It says "Chi, Chi, Chi, Chi." 

thllllk yuum n. Black-headed python, locally called yellow snake with black head, blind and tame, averages 2 metres in 
length. Category: Snakes. 

thuulk n. Variant: minh thuulk. infrequently used term for minh kor', 'brolga' (Grus rubicundus). 

thuumpiy n. Variant: kich thuumpiy. large paperbark (Melaleuca leucadendron), useful for many purposes including rolling 
cigarettes used in smoking pipes, thook. Grows near swamps and lagoons. See: kich thuumpiy. 

thlllin n. wind. Syn: wunt. 

thuunth-thuunthan iv. a jumping up and down dance with legs apart; women's fighting dance or angry dance. 

thllUt 1 n. Variant: minh thuut. a swim bladder of fish, 'sausage case' to cook other things inside. Syn: (minh) athant. 

thuut 2 n. breasts. Syn: paap 2 . Syn: paap 2 . Syn: paap 2 . 

man thuut n. baby who loves the breast. 

may thuut «. milk. 

thuut nguw n. breast milk. 

thuut theemp n. smell of milk from mother's breast when full; also smell of cow's milk and may ow. 

thuut ump-umpan tpv. feel a 'biting' or throbbing sensation in the breast area, which is considered to be a sign that one's 
child is sick or crying. 

thuuth n. occurring in. 

kuuy thuuth n. string or rope spun from yuk thuuth. The rough part kuuy pe'an, kuuy puuy or kuuy ak may be used. The 
inner part kuuy waap is the spinning part. The string is used for making dillybags, and was also used in the past for 
binding up the bark wrappings of the bodies of dead people. 

yuk thuuth n. Cabbage Fan Palm (Livistona species). 

thuuthan wakan iv. pain going up and down the body. 

thuuthiy n. snake. Syn: thuuk. Syn: thuuk. 
thuut mee' n. nipple. 

thuuypan Zv. die. Pam wanch puk manyiy yotam anangan ya'thuuypin bomb anpalan. All those people died from a 
bomb. 

thuu' n. Variant: may thuu'. waterlily root, long and thin. The plant has a large white and light blue flower. The root has a rough 
hairy skin which is removed before cooking by scraping with a shell. It is then cooked in the ashes, crushed and then 
eaten. Category: Food. 

thuu' n. fur; hair. Punth thuu'. Hair on arm. Um thuu'. Hair on chest. 

th UW n. son or daughter of a woman (term used by either men or women to older sister's child). See: Appendix I. 

thu' n. Variant: kek thu'. sharp single-pointed spear for hunting larger animals. 

thu'an 

thu'an tv. poke, jab (e.g. one can jab in the ground with a stick to test out if there are any turtle eggs or one can poke down the 
washing in a copper with a potstick, or one can be jabbed by a sharp pain). Kan thu'a! Kekang paang~an kana! Poke 
with your spear, and feel if there are any crabs! Pungkalang inan thu'-thu’an ngayang, weech-weechan. I have a 
sharp pain right here. Kan thu'a! Kekang paang~an kana! Poke with your spear, and feel if there are any 
crabs!Pungkalang inan thu'-thu'an ngayang, weech-weechan. 1 have a sharp pain right here. 

kung thu'-(thu')AN tv. tickle or poke in ribs. 

tiin-tiin n. Variant: minh tiin-tiin. Australian Magpie-lark (Grallina cyanoleuca),Also frequently called Pee-wee; or Mudlark. 
Common, small, black and white bird. Male has black head and neck with white patch below eye. Female has black 
head and neck with white bib below bill. A ground feeding bird found in most places e.g. open country and water 
margins. A favourite shanghai target with children. Arrives April/May at beginning of onchan min season and numbers 
gradually diminish as the wet approaches thurpak, um kaapak.) Name is onomatopoeic. Category: Birds. 
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tiitan n. borer. Category: Insects. Syn: inchan. 

tok-tokang piikan tv. knock (e.g. on door). 

tOO wantan tv. leave something or someone completely,abandon. Ngeenak too wantan wanch thum nungkaramana?Why 
did you leave your wife? Truckan too wanta, ke'-ngul mo'athow. He abandoned the truck, he won't be driving it 
anymore. Puk manyan ke’ too want-want~an nunang nung-nungan iiy-iiyowa. Don't leave the child to just 
wander around on its own. 

topal n. Variant: minh topal. Butcherbirds - Pied (Cracticus nigrogularis), Black Backed (Cracticus mentalis). Medium sized 
black and white/black birds with distinctive markings, large flattish heads and strong straight finely hooked bills. Both 
birds have beautiful songs. Category: Birds. 

tOt adj. circumcised (foreskin removed). 

tow! excl. noise of a gun. 

trOOm pi intan tv. suck loudly into mouth,slurp. 

tropam adv. blocked up (ears, nose). Kaa' tropam ngul tho'anang, ka'athaman kaa' ngathanya. I can breathe now, my 
nose is no longer blocked up. See: tho'an. 

trilling noise made by snake at story place (e.g. in story of the shooting star who is pursued by a ghost, when the star comes 
close to the story place, the snake says truung and then swallows him). Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

tuk adj. Variant: minh puuy tuk. very big heavy crab. Category: Fish. 

tul thuth(wuntan) iv. people all moving or rushing together in one group to see a fight or join in. 

tung tung onom. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

tling-tling n. Usage: avoidance. Variant: nhengk tung-tung. swamp turtle. Category: Fish. Syn: (minh) punchiy. 

tUWOO n. Friar Birds - usually Little Friarbird (Philemon citreogularis) and occasionally Noisy (Philemon corniculatus), Silver- 
crowned (Philemon argenticepts) and/or Helmeted (Philemon buceroides) Frairbirds. Friarbirds are large pale brown- 
grey honey-eaters, with dark skin on heads which are partly or all unfeathered. They have large curved bills with knobs 
(except the Little Friarbird).Often known locally as stormbird because of their call. Arrive during the season thurpak 
(September/October) at the approach to the wet season and call constantly gathering in the sharkfish and calling for the 
rain to come. Category: Birds. Variant: panch tUWOO. 
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U - u 

uch n. Variant: man uch. a necklace of beads, with different names according to the characteristics of the 
necklace.Category. Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

UCh iwan n. necklace made of shells, (hornshells, etc.) Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

UCh kuuy uuyam n. many stringed necklace. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

UCh pich-pichan n. necklace made with different colours. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

UCh yaath n. necklaces made from the grass wak yaath, worn by widows, especially at dances to do with the dead. (e.g. 

Orangkam, Peew Nguchan and Wuungk. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. See: wak yaath. 

UChan n. Variant: pam uchan. an initiated man who has completed the uchanam dance. A mother or older sister calls son and 
younger brother respectively by this name after the first big dance. Category : Ceremony and Dreaming. 

UChan many n. young boy who is still participating in the uchanam ceremony. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

UChanam first initiation ceremony for boys puk ngechwiy). They are forcibly separated from the women and taken to the bush 
by the old men. Each afternoon they are taught the uchanam dance. In it they are taught fighting with blunted spears kek 
thaa' munth. When the young men come out, the mothers squirt breast milk round their legs, and they are then 
considered to be uchan. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. See: winchanam. 

uk n. Variant: thuuk uk. brown snake, lives in wooded area, blind, not poisonous. Category: Snakes. 

U kan iv. go down,to travel in the direction from Cairns to Aurukun.uscd also to describe the going down of totemic beings into 
the totemic centres aw. 

kaa' um pek ukAN tv. go straight down. 

kiimp uk-ukAN (nungant) /v. sweat (from exercise). 

ngak kan uk low tide. 

ngak ukAN iv. water falling, rain, or from a tap, or through a crack. 

thaa' theek uk-ukAN (nungant) dribble. 

iv. 

thutan ukAN iv. come down very quickly. Syn: kunchangan. 

U kathan tv. lower,take down (e.g. flag, wheel of plane when about to land), 
ukup n. Usage: avoidance, chest. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: um ik. 
ulak n. Variant: pangk ulak. female wallaby (with child). Category: Animals, 
ulark n. leech. Category: Animals. Syn: uw. 

uliy n. Usage: avoidance, knee. Syn : pungk, ochangan. Uliyang thuuchana. He's crawling on his knees. Uliyang 
thuuchana.He's crawling on his knees. 

ma' uliy n. wrist. 

ulpan iv. 1 • swell up (e.g. as a limb swells from a break, fracture or sprain, or to rise like damper). Ma' punth ulp nungant His 
(broken) arm is swollen. Thip ya' ulp. His stomach is swollen up (like a balloon). May palow kurkang inana kan 
thip ulpa. The damper has risen in the ashes. 

2 • show off proudly; be glad about someone or something (in the positive sense of proud). Nil ulpan kullchak, 
ngangk min nunganta. She's proud and happy about that dress. Nganwey ulpanan puk manyiy nganttamaka, 
kuchek waap miniya. We're proud because our children are intelligent. 

3 • play up with someone. 

puu' ulpAN iv. swell (e.g. from a sprain or infection), rise, like a football or air mattress or balloon after blowing into it, or 
damper (from soda). 

thaa' ulpAN iv. makes things worse by proudly carrying exaggerated yarns and gossip. 
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ulpan iv. As in: mee' ulpan. miss seeing someone or not notice something (close by) because of being dreamy or 

preoccupied. Mee’ ulpangant. I missed him. Ngay nga'alangkan thathinga, ngul ilantan ngay mee' ulpang. I 
was loking for that bottle and missed seeing this one. 

ulpanang adv. proudly. Nil ulp-ulpanang ek. She got up in a stylish way. 

U I pan C h i n someone who is always proud of their family. 

ulpathan tv. 1 • make rise or swell (like blowing up a balloon). Ngay may kurk wunp~ang may flourangana, palowan 
ulpathowara. I'll put soda in the flour, so the damper will rise for me. 

2 • show oneself off, make oneself big. Nil ulpathan nungamang, nil kaangk pam meek iiyow. He blows himself 
up with importance, he likes to be a 'somebody'. 

UI Uth an adj, adv. narrow (used of objects such as dresses, doors, creeks, roads, tracks and also style of walking, but not used to 
describe people's shape). Uluthan ke' iiy~ana! Tha'an kech wunp~ana! Don't walk with such short steps! Take big 
ones! 

U m n. As in: pu k um. motherless child, or a child who has lost his mother's younger sister or brother, or mother's elder sister or 
brother. 

puk aanch um orphan. 

um is in: minh um. n. the practice of men hunting for ducks via rubbing their underarms with mud, and then going at sundown 
to the scrub where they have small humpies prepared. They wait hiding with guns or spears, ready to shoot when the 
ducks come down in a mob (e.g. for water). 

um n. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

1 • n. top front part of the body including the chest. 

2 • adv. direction towards,face-on,face-up. pul um sitting or meeting face to face (two people). 

3 • adv. saucer-like shape,concave,the empty inside of a container like an ik, ik um) or cup cup um) or a dinghy or 
dillybag. (e.g. when the ik is drained of food and water or things are taken out of dinghy). Cup um an kaaw~ana! Wash 
that empty cup. Cup um an kaaw~ana! Wash that empty cup. Cup um an kaaw~ana! Wash that empty cup. Cup um 
an kaaw~ana! Wash that empty cup. Cup um an kaaw~ana! Wash that empty cup. Cup um an kaaw~ana!Wash 
that empty cup. Cup um an kaaw~ana! Wash that empty cup. Cup um an kaaw~ana! Wash that empty cup. Cup um 
an kaaw~ana! Wash that empty cup. Cup um an kaaw~ana! Wash that empty cup. 

kaa' umangam thawAN iv. speak in a cheeky manner to a person. 

kaa' UIT1 pek adv. head down,or upside down (e.g. used of eagle swooping on its prey). 

ITia' um palm of hand. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products. 

puk um n. orphan, both motherless and fatherless. 

puk um ko'alam «. triplets. 

puk um kucham n. twins. 

pul umam nyiin(pul) tv. sit facing each other. 

tha' um sole of foot. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

umang wakAN tv. go to meet someone. 

U m ch Ok n. soft middle part of may koyngkan or bread. Categoiy: Food. 

um ik chest. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

Um ik kaanch breastbone area. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products. 

um ikathan tv. tear down the middle (e.g. ducks before cooking). Category: Body Parts and Products. 

Um irp marks on chest made with shells. Has the effect of bringing the breast part on men closer together. Category: Body Parts 
and Products. See: irp. 

um kaapak n. the season following thurpak, when there is a build-up to the real wet season. There is an increase in thunder 
and lightning and storms, which now begin to swing round and come from the north west. Categoiy: Time. 

U m kaaw straight east. 
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lim keny loc. facing up, um keny thathan,or right side up,lie on back um keny wunan. Um keny wunp~ana. Put him right side 
up (e.g. a baby lying sideways). Cup thanath~ana! Thaa' um kenya! Stand that cup right side up. 

um kuuwathan tv. (spirits) visit sick people to bring them bad luck or maybe to kill them. Oony al-alangan um 

kuuwathantan thanang alpan anangan, way-wayathantan thanangweya yipam mul wunayna. The spirits visit 
sick people to harm them so they'll die. Nint ke' ngayang um kuuwath~an ey? Kul ngatharakam anman thaw- 
thaw~an ey? Are you trying to kill me, by being angry with me all the time? 

um Ora n. misty cloud. 

Um pal thanan /V. turn to face someone. 

um pek upside down. 

um pek thee'an tv. turn upside down. 

Um pench hair on chest. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

um puy thanan zv. turn one's back. 

U m thaam pan tv. 1 • go against (often used of going against a headwind, but can also be used of people going against each 

other). Kaa'-ngenchamang um thaampan nganang, ngan pur' kal-kalana. The westerly wind was against us, we 
could hardly row. 

2 • make a hand sign to tell someone to stay where he is. 

Um thathan tv. see someone coming towards you. 

um tha'an tv. drive back,push back. Ngan um tha’-tha'an thanang, ke'-ngul palaman wampayna. We drove them back 
(enemies) so that they will never come back. 

um thoch place name. Dry Swamp. Category: Geography. 

Um thurpak n. the season following kayaman pung nganth ling-ling. The clouds rise high in the east and there is thunder and 
lightning and the first of the storms. Category: Time. 

Um thuu' hair on chest. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

U m WOfiyam a shallow concave shape (e.g. ground oven when dug, or a shallow plate, or a shallow well). 

U m WU kar deep hollow (e.g. deeper ground oven when dug, or deep hole). 

U m WUthar n. centre poles or beams used in constructing a shelter, 
um wuth(wuntan) zv. meet one another (e.g. meet with friends. 

Um yuuk n. front part of the bonefish - good eating. Category: Fish. 

umalang n. Variant: minh umalang. Cormorants. Category: Birds. See: thaa'pathalang. 

umang iiyan iv. come face to face,or go straight ahead to meet someone. 

Umang thanathan tv. stand someone up before others (e.g. in a court room. In this context the word implies there will be a 
judgement as well). 

um-menhang lot: right in the middle. Pikkuw um-menhang wookamana! The crocodile is swimming right out in the 
middle of the water. Kek um-menhang thee'~ana! Throw the spear right out into the middle of the water. Pikkuw 
um-menhang wookamana! The crocodile is swimming right out in the middle of the water. Kek um-menhang 
thee'~ana! Throw the spear right out into the middle of the water. 

kuchek um-menhang crown of the head. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

U m pal am loc, temp, on the way back, 
umpan tv. beckon to come. 

malang U mpAN tv. signal with the hand to come, 
ma'ang umpAN tv. beckon with hand, 
pal umpAN tv. beckon to come, 
umpan tv. cut,write. 

ach-umpAN tv. make attractive; look nice. 
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angkam umpAN iv. hit sides with bent arms when doing angry dance, 
enyan umpAN iv. (the place) quietens, noise ceases, or wind or waves have stilled, 
kaa' pik umpAN tpv. be tired of work. 

kon-umpAN tv. good friends whispering together enticing each other to do wrong, especially adultery. See: kon-umpan. 
ma'-ump-umpAN tpv. feel heavy burden of work, minding children, etc. 
meen-umpAN tv. sort out. 

Umpiy n. Variant: may umpiy. large waterlily root (Numphaea lotus), mostly found on the riverside, sometimes in the swamps. 

Sweet to eat. Stems are eaten also. Category: Food, 
umputh adv. front (e.g. first in line),(go) ahead, 
umputh yump(wuntan) get ready beforehand. 

umpuyam loc, temp. Variant: also said as 'umpuyangam'. for a long time or forever, faraway (e.g. out of sight). 

aak umpuyam temp, forever, 
umpuyam thuchan iv. 1 • drown and never be seen again. 

2 • (spirit) finally goes down to his own story place to stay. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming, 
umyompanam adj. everywhere,everyone. Kulicha way min umyompanam aakang wee'ang wanta? Who left the clothes 
and other things all over the ground? Ngamp yot umyompanam way yumpanamp. We all do wrong. Kulicha way 
min umyompanam aakang wee'ang wanta? Who left the clothes and other things all over the ground? Ngamp yot 
umyompanam way yumpanamp. We all do wrong. Kulicha way min umyompanam aakang wee'ang wanta? 
Who left the clothes and other things all over the ground? Ngamp yot umyompanam way yumpanamp. We all do 
wrong. Kulicha way min umyompanam aakang wee'ang wanta? Who left the clothes and other things all over the 
ground? Ngamp yot umyompanam way yumpanamp. We all do wrong. 

aak umyompanam whole world,everywhere, 
kemp umyompanam wholeofbody. 
pam wanch umyompanam all men and women, 
unchan tv. throw someone or oneself on the ground e.g. a group of relatives may do this after a death, 
awal min unchAN iv. give off a sweet smell, 
kuchek unchAN iv. nod, shake the head. 
man-unchAN iv. 1 • return before expected time. 

2 • nod head. 

ngangk unchAN tv. sob bitterly. 

thaa' unchanang thawAN iv. speak in a cheeky, pressurizing and demanding way in order to try and get something. 

unt As in: As in: As in: 

untichangan cursing word used by older men to younger men who might give cheek (e.g. in initiation ceremony). 

U ngaa' n. newborn baby. This term was originally used for the baby for about ten days after birth before it was presented to the 
father and father's sisters and cousins of the mother. 

ungam n. As in: wak ungam. long, tall grass reeds like bullrushes found near Yakalmungkan and surrounding 
area .Category: Grasses. 

up n. Variant: nhengk up. bandicoot. Category: Animals. Syn: (minh) puk. 

avoidance. 

Upan n. Variant: may upan. a type of honey found in trees, very plentiful and 
rich. Category: Food. Category: Food. Category: Food, 
may Upan pam n. light yellowish coloured honey not so rich. 

may upan wanch n. dark coloured honey (bluish), very plentiful. Syn: may at, may kuyan, may wirk. 
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upan n. Variant: yuk upan. Milky Mangrove tree (Excoecaria agallocha) locally called river poison tree. Common amongst 
mangroves, poisonous milky sap. Sap used as poison on weapons or could even be added to tea. Thin leaves. Grows 
close to salt water in sandy loam. Gnarled and grows up to 15m. White flowers. Contact with eyes causes blindness. 
Stems useful for spear handles. It is used for the shaft and a harder tree like lancewood (wattle) used for the 
point. Category: Plants. 

uparup n. Usage: avoidance, fire. Syn: thum. 
uparup munth n. charcoal,coals. Syn: thum munth. 

ur'-lir' n. Variant: minh ur'-ur'. Spotted Javelin Fish (Pamadasys hasta) and small-spotted Javelin fish (Pamadasys 

opercularis),locally called grunter. A commonly caught fish of the estuary. Usually found around 2kg but grows up to 
5kg. Very good eating. Makes a very loud grinding sound when caught, and is named after the sound it 
makes. Category: Fish. 

uth adv, adj. dead. Syn: mul. Syn: mul. Syn: mul. 

kon Uth adv. ignore what is said or done, not taking any notice, not realizing, preoccupied, 
mee' uth (iiyAN) adv. half-asleep, eyes half-closed. 

Uth adj. shallow (e.g. water, ground, bank of river), 
uth adv. really. 

anhatl uth really heavy, 
ngotan uth really black. 

Uth mu I n. ancestors, those who lived long ago and have now passed away. 

uthaman iv. i • die. 

2 • heal (when speaking of a sore). Wench ngatharamana kanam utham. My sore has healed now. Wench 
ngatharamana kanam utham. My sore has healed now. Wench ngatharamana kanam utham. My sore has healed 
now. 

ngakam uthamAN iv. be thirsty. 

thengkan mul uth-uthamAN iv. laugh without stopping. 

uthan iv. grunt (e.g. like a pig; or like people grunting when they stand up with effort; or like women grunting when at the 
'pushing' stage of childbirth uthanang kalantan). 

Uthangata! cursing way of saying one should die. 

Uthathan tv. 1 • extinguish, put out (e.g. light, bushfire, glass signal). 

2 • heal (a sore, via instrument of medicine). 

uthuk n. Category: Geography. 

1 • Southern Cross. 

2 • small lake,big swamp. Syn: weenam. 

Uthukam As in: may kooth uthukam. n. a purple waterlily. Category: Grasses. 

Uttu' n. toadfish (with big teeth), found in estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. Syn: kink. 

UU Variant: uu peeyan. sound of thunder. 

UU peeyan iv. to thunder. Category: Time. 

uukan tv. Variant: also 'ma' uukan'. tv. scratch,scrape (e.g. scrape soft bark of the tree wayk with shell ochangan for dyeing. 

uulpan n. Variant: yuk uulpan. tree that grows on river bank, with a white bark. Leaves are pulled off and spread on top of 
antbed when cooking geese and pigs. Used like herbs, gives a good taste. Category: Plants. 

U U nch n. Usage: avoidance, bush torch of messmate bark. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

uunthan iv. fill up (usually with water); can also describe rain water filling a hole or a swamp etc. Ngampar ngak uuntha 
bucketanga ngamp minh nga'ak iiy~amp ngakthampa. Fill the bucket with water, so that we'll have water with 
us to go fishing. 

uungk n. Usage: avoidance, forehead. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ngul-ngangk. 
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uungk a.pan tv. make a smooth hole for nails or barbs to go in a spear. The cheek bone from a wallaby is sometimes used for 
the scraping of the hole. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

uungkath n. Variant: yuk uungkath. Kapok or Silk Cotton Tree (Bombax ceiba),locally called 'Canoe tree', spiny trunk, red 
flowers, soft pithy wood. Used for making dugout canoes. The kapok in the seed pods was used in mission days for 
making pillows. The bigger of the trees were used for canoes. The smaller trees were used for making the floating 
outriggers for canoes, and for shields, and for making dishes ik. Category: Plants. 

uungkiypathan n. Variant: minh puuy uungkiypathan. Category: Fish. 

female crab which has its eggs under the shell minh waap thamp. 

Ulip n. Variant: minh uup. Bar shouldered Dove (Geopelia humeralis). Fairly large dove mostly brown above with bold dark 
scaly patterns, extending to sides of neck, blue-grey face with light-copper neck and shoulders. Generally found in 
vegetation near water, scrubs, mangroves, creeks, gardens. Category: Birds. 

uurk n. Variant: minh uurk. possibly Cassowary (Casuarius casuarius) or 'Old Man Emu' (Dromaius novaehollandiae). Large 
Emu/Cassowary type bird with shorter legs than emus, dark feathers, stronger and more savage. Has to be chased away 
with burning sticks. Not seen now. Category: Birds. Category: Birds. 

waangk uurk big dillybag. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

uuy As in: As in: As in: 

UUy adj. lots,many. Syn: yot. Syn: yot. Syn: yot. 

ma'-uuyam lots of times. 

mee' uuyantang iiyAN do something publically with lots of people watching (e.g. walking amongst a crowd). 

uuyaman zv. tell lies. 

uuyamathan tv. fool,trick someone. 

wik UUyamathAN tv. tell lies. Nil ya' wik uuyamath ngayang. He told a lie about me. 

uuyan n. hole (e.g. hole in a needle). 

kaa' UUyan n. nostril. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

mull UUyan n. Usage: used as swear word. anus. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ngaap uuyan n. Usage: used as a swear word, vaginal opening. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

pu' UUyan n. Usage: used as a swear word, vaginal opening. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

uuy-kemchin grannie with lots of grandchildren. 

uuymp n. Usage: avoidance, child. Syn: puk. 

uuy-muk uncle muk or aunt mukwayyow with lots of nieces or nephews. See: Appendix I. 

UU' ngeengkan iv. rush to something (e.g. to a fight, to buy food). 

UU 1 thawan z'v. kiss. Uu' thawow nungkara. He's going to kiss you. 

UW n. Usage: avoidance, leech. Category: Animals. Syn: ulark. 

UWan tv. find,pick up,meet (someone). 

ku I UWAN tv. make a row, pick a fight. 

nath-konchanang UWAN tpv. Usage: avoidance, a girl having her periods, to menstruate. Syn: aak-wayang uwan. 

ngurp-ngurpang UWAN tv. catch someone just before they go, just in time. 

thengkan mul uwAN *v. laugh and laugh. 
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W-w 


waak n. Variant: yuk waak. White Gum or apple gum (Eucalytus clavigera). Grows on melon hole country near swamps or river. 

Black sandy loam. Slender tree to 18m. White bark and white flowers. Timber suitable for flooring and firewood (burns 
all night). Bark used to make damper on. Category: Plants. 

waakam n. Variant: yuk waakam. thorny vine (Cissus sp.), growing on ridges and scrubs. The spikes are 
harmful .Category: Grasses. 

waakangan iv. Usage: avoidance, go up,climb up. 

Waal ques. Usage: avoidance, who,what. Syn: wee', wanttak. 

waalak; waalinak ques. Usage: avoidance, whereto. Syn: wanttinak. 

waalin ques. Usage: avoidance, where. Syn: wanttin. 

waalinam ques. Usage: avoidance, where from. Syn: wanttinpal. 

Waal - Waal n. name given as substitute for proper name when someone is away or dead. 

waampar n. Usage: avoidance, bushfire. Syn: nhoom, ngo'anch. 

waampar n. whirlwind. Category: Time. Waampar nana, lat thak maayana. There's a whirlwind, whirling up the 
papers. Waampar nana, lat thak maayana. There's a whirlwind, whirling up the papers. 

mee' waampar iiyAN iv. be faint,be dizzy (from being sick, or drunk), 
waanaman iv. Usage: avoidance, emerge,come out,go out. Syn: pentan. 
waanamathan tv. Usage: avoidance, bring out. Syn: pentathan. 
waanchan tv. hang up,put up high (e.g. clothes on line, spear on top of house), 
waanh n. liver. Syn: wongkanch. Categoiy: Body Parts and Products. 

Waank adv. ignore someone (e.g. walk another way so someone won't see and talk to you, go past and not stop, camp a fair way 
off because of bad feelings). Waank ke' thech~an God=antam Don't turn aside from God. 

waant n. Variant: may waant. vine with edible root growing on sand ridges (Aristolochia pubera). Edible raw or cooked. Thin 
tuber about 100mm long. Similar to may lot. Cooked in hot ashes and the skin peeled off and insides 
eaten. Category: Grasses. 

waangan n. Variant: minh waangan. long-tailed stingray. Category: Fish, 
waangk n. string bag. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk kachwaar n. dillybag with crooked handiwork. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk kul kucham n. dillybag with two strings (handles). Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk kul thonam n. dillybag with one string (handle). Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk kunh n. finely or closely-woven dillybag. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk kuuy many n. dillybag with fine string. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk manch n. string bag with a death adder pattern (stripes). Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk mee' n. a stretchy dillybag somewhat like waangk-waangkam but the stitch is a loop and a twist. Bags are often made 
in alternating rows of two colours or two types of string. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk ongk n. deep dillybag. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

Waang k onyan n. string bag with knotted netting technique used to produce an open mesh bag with one 
handle. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk thaa' uluthan n. dillybag with narrow mouth. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk thaa' we'ar n. dillybag with wide mouth. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waangk uurk n. big dillybag. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 
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waangk yoompan n. firm, straight-sided general purpose dillybag which may have two handles. A small one may be used as 

a sieve for processing traditional foods and crushing clay for paint. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

waangk-waangkam n. dillybag done with a knotless netting technique. Made with one handle. Used for carrying food and 
personal belongings. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waap n. As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: 

waap n. As in: kek waap, yuk waap. harpoon for dugong or turtle made from tall mangrove yuk pengkiy. The wood is scraped 
and burnt black. Kuuy okanch is attached to it. Traditionally used in hunting dugong from skinbark canoe and the 
dugong was towed along behind. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

waapan n. Bush Stone-curlew or Bush Thick-knee (Burhinus magnirostris) and possibly Beach Stone-curlew also. Medium to 
large wader-like bird often very hard to see. Has large yellow eye and black bill, grey brown in colour and lighter on the 
belly. A bush bird but occasionally found in mangroves. Call is an eerie mournful wailing sound at night like "wiloo 
wiloo". Local custom says that it follows a sick person to his camp, smells his blood and cries, especially at night- 

tim e.Syn: (panch) ku'waakal. Category : Birds. 

waapungan tv. Usage: avoidance, hit. Syn: thepan, piikan. 

waaram n. Variant: minh waaram. dugong. Category: Fish. 

waarkan n. Usage: avoidance, eye. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: mee'. Syn: mee'. Syn: mee'. 

Chang waarkan n. Usage: avoidance, spring. Syn: ngak mee'. 

waarkan y i ' n. Usage: avoidance, eyebrow. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: mee' pench. 

Waath n. Torresian Crow (Corvus orru). Large black corvid with white bases on feathers. Eyes white with blue inner ring. Lives 
in open forests, woodland, coastal scrub, beaches and mud flats. Comes in around community particularly during the 
really hot dry season. Category: Birds. 

waath n. As in: As in: As in: As in: As in: 

waa'am n, adj. person from a different tribe or race; a stranger. An waa'am nungkar ya'a, an kampan nungkara! He's not a 
stranger, he's your relative. An waa’am nungkar ya’a, an kampan nungkara! He's not a stranger, he's your relative. 

mal Waa'am from a different tribe; relatives from a different line. 

waa'an tv. give. Syn: thee'an. 

waa'an tv. tell,blame,talk about abusively. Waa'~an ngayang nungant. Tell her about me. Ngay wik kath inan waa'~ang 
niiyant puk manyiy al-alantam. I'm going to tell you a story about those children. Than ngayang waa'-waa'in, 
mee'athiy thakan waa'in ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin ngayang ngul. They spoke abusively about me, called 
me nicknames like 'big eyes' and then swore at me. Than ngayang waa'-waa'in, mee'athiy thakan waa’in 
ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin ngayang ngul. They spoke abusively about me, called me nicknames like 'big eyes' 
and then swore at me. Than ngayang waa'-waa'in, mee’athiy thakan waa'in ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin 
ngayang ngul. They spoke abusively about me, called me nicknames like 'big eyes' and then swore at me. Than 
ngayang waa'-waa'in, mee'athiy thakan waa'in ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin ngayang ngul. They spoke 
abusively about me, called me nicknames like 'big eyes' and then swore at me. Than ngayang waa'-waa'in, 
mee'athiy thakan waa'in ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin ngayang ngul. They spoke abusively about me, called 
me nicknames like 'big eyes' and then swore at me. Than ngayang waa'-waa'in, mee'athiy thakan waa’in 
ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin ngayang ngul. They spoke abusively about me, called me nicknames like 'big eyes' 
and then swore at me. Than ngayang waa'-waa'in, mee’athiy thakan waa'in ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin 
ngayang ngul. They spoke abusively about me, called me nicknames like 'big eyes' and then swore at me. Than 
ngayang waa'-waa'in, mee'athiy thakan waa'in ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin ngayang ngul. They spoke 
abusively about me, called me nicknames like 'big eyes' and then swore at me. Than ngayang waa'-waa'in, 
mee'athiy thakan waa'in ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin ngayang ngul. They spoke abusively about me, called 
me nicknames like 'big eyes' and then swore at me. Than ngayang waa'-waa'in, mee'athiy thakan waa’in 
ngayang, a' koonhang ak-akin ngayang ngul. They spoke abusively about me, called me nicknames like 'big eyes' 
and then swore at me. 

aak kath Waa'AN tv. Usage: archaic, tell an old story that the ancestors told. Syn: wik kath waa'an. 

aak-pik-waa'AN iv. growl,complain,grumble. 
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kaa' keenk-keenk Waa'AN tv. let know ahead of time,warn. 

kaa' ngOOngk Waa'AN tv. talk about other people behind their backs. 

kaa' thayanang waa'AN tv speak badly against; abuse. 

mee' kaa' thiin waa'AN tv. talk about someone when they are not present. 

mee' ngoorigk waa'AN tv. talk about someone when they are not present. 

thaa' thanpanam waa'AN tv. tell partly; tell halfway. 

ya' waa'AN tv. blame very badly. 

Waa'an dv. name (someone). 

waa'-enchan iv. get mixed up with another group (e.g. another tribe); or with another woman, different from before; or maybe 
a child being with someone other than its parents. In puk wee' waa'-ench nungka? Who's the child with you? 

waa'-ongk n. tall, skinny child. 

wachaman n. 1 • a substitute word when speaking wik ngench (a special set of words used with relatives such as puk nhengk, 
etc) when no word is available. Sometimes it will be accompanied by hand signs, nhengk wachaman used for 
kangaroo, small freshwater turtle, or fresh water crocodile. 

2 • a substitute word for words that are close to swear words in sound. This is used with older people, especially one's 
mother's older brothers, as a polite way of talking to them e.g. the word for dillybag, waangk, sounds similar to 
waangkathiy which refers to scars on the penis. Therefore wachaman will be substituted for it in polite speech with older 
people. 

3 • a substitute word for objects only, (not people) after someone has died, when the name of the object is the same as or 
similar to the name of the dead person. 

wachaman As in: minh wachaman. n. fat of animals. Category: Food. 

wachamiint n. Usage: avoidance, penis. Syn: kunch. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

wachampungan tv. Usage: avoidance, eat. Syn: mungkan. 

wachan loc. long way. Syn: kech. Wachan wunan thanttam. He lives a long way from them. Wachan than. He was standing 
a long way apart (e.g. in a fight). Wachan wunan thanttam. He lives a long way from them. Wachan than. He was 
standing a long way apart (e.g. in a fight). 

keny wachan long way up, very high (e.g. plane flying). 

wachanam adj. stranger from a long way away. 

wak n. grass,weeds; sometimes used for small plants as well. There are many varieties of grasses, which are listed below 
alphabetically, beginning with wak followed by a specific term. Category: Grasses. 

Wak keent n. grass type (family Gramineae) used for coils, kuchek thankan for carrying things on the head. Can also be used to 
tie up meat if there is no string. Children get it and put it through the fire quickly and then swish it to make a noise like a 
cracker. This grass can also be used by sorcerers, who tie the upper arms with it to make themselves invisible. Then a 
stalk is taken and rubbed with perspiration, and then thrown in various directions. The enemy lies in the direction from 
which the spear returns to the thrower. The enemy feels its prick like a hornet bite. 

Wak kill n. a soft grass that is similar to wak poonch. Used for dipping into wild honey may at to suck the 
honey .Category: Grasses. 

wak kuthal me' n. soft grass growing near swamps and rivers. It can be broken off to make a soft bed if no ti-tree is available. 
The bigger plants have edible roots which can be dug out of the mud and cooked in the ashes. These are locally called 
panjies. Category: Grasses. 

wak mal n. short weed with a very small yellow flower. The McKenzies found it was edible and used it as a vegetable by 
cutting up the leaves, boiling it and then mixing it with butter. Category: Grasses. 

wak miinch n. a variety of soft rush or reed found near the swamp. Category: Grasses. Ngamp wak miinch maak~ampa 
minh punchiyaka. Let's tread on these reeds to see if we can feel for the turtles with our feet. 

wak munyamur n. short grass as on plains or salt plains (family Gramineae); it is hard and pokes into the 
feet .Category: Grasses. 

wak mull I n. a grass with a sweet smell which can be smashed up and boiled and then put in one's ear when one has an 
earache. Category: Grasses. 
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Wak pa'amp n. scarlet flowered blood root (Haemodorum coccineum). A plant common near Aurukun. Roots are used for 
Ays.Category: Grasses. 

Wak pimp n. bullrushes, found on plain areas like 'Yakalmungkan'. Category: Grasses. 

wak pOOnch n. soft yellowish-white grass (Perotis rara) found on sand ridges, used for putting on top of arrowroot before 
straining it. Rubbed to make tinder for starting fires. This grass easily sticks to one's body, clothes or blankets. Even 
though soft grass, it pokes into one's feet. Category: Grasses. 

wak puunthiy n. long grass found on the way to the landing and at the landing itself. In the real wet season, the tide comes up 
as high as wak puundiy. Category: Grasses. 

Wak thiinchan n. long brown soft grass found in the Bamboo area. Used by geese who pull it out and gather it for their nests, 
so they can lay their eggs. Also eaten by bullocks, and results in rich, tender meat. Category: Grasses. 

Wak lingam n. reeds, the roots of which can be dug up and eaten. Category: Grasses. 

wak way(anang) n. weeds. Category: Grasses. 

wak win chan n. a long grass that is sweet, and like bush sugarcane (sorghum). When wak winchan starts to face west and 
bends down flat, this is an indication that the wet season is over. 

Wak wuth n. grass (Cyperus scaber) with brown feathery seed tops (like a cat's tail.) Starts to grow at the first storm, grows to 
four or five feet in the wet. When wak wuth is bending over and lying flat from the wind then it is a sign that the rain has 
almost finished and that there are also lots of geese eggs ready for collecting. Makes good kindling for starting 
fires. Category: Grasses. 

wak wuupal n. long soft swamp grass. The grass on slightly higher ground is used for making kempan, 

'baskets'.Category: Grasses. 

wak yaath n. long grass found on the beach. The grass is broken off and dried and then cut into small pieces with a shell in 
order to make beads for necklaces called uch yaath. These necklaces are worn by widows, especially at dances to do 
with the dead Orangkam, Pew Nguchan and Wuungk. Category: Grasses. 

Wak yee' n. a long grass that grows in the timber places at Ambang, Ikalath, etc. It is used for making the baskets called kempan 
yee'. The grass is kept half wet while the basket is in process, as that way it is easy to split ikathan) with a fingernail and 
easy to bind into a basket. Category: Grasses. 

tv. sew (e.g. clothes). 

tv. growl at (someone). 

tv. 1 • chase, follow hard after (e.g. young men running after girls to grab their anus; people chasing each other in fights). 

2 *be alike, follow each other in looks, or voice, etc. Man awal waka ke' kuunch-kunchana. His voice is like his 
brother's. Kemp niiyam wakwun. You have flesh of the same colour. Pulam wakuwpul. Those two are just like each 
other. Kaa'wal pulam wakuwpul. Those two have faces just like each other. 

3 • follow customary ways, especially those of the ancestors. 

aak an WakAN tv. to come from that place. 

kampang wakAN tv. chase hard. 

manang wakAN tv. to have a funny feeling in one's throat, which is seen as a sign that something is about to happen (e.g. 
a death, or sickness, or a fight). 

man wakAN tpv. choke with food or water. 

ma' WakAN tv. 1 • to struggle on own with work or with sick person or a baby. 

2 • help someone. 

mee'-wakAN tv. covet. 

monkan-wakAN tv. follow (a person); come behind. 

thaa' WakAN tv. answer in a cheeky way in fights. 

U m(ang) wakAN tv. to go to meet someone. 

woyan wakAN tv. follow the life style or ways of someone. 

wakan(ang) via that route. Aak nan wakanang ke' iiy-iiy~ana, an aak nganta! Don't go via there, that's our place! Niiy 
bike=angan nganttang wakanan ke' mo'-mo'~ana, niiy puy kech mo'~ana. Don't ride your bikes right past us, 


wakan 

wakan 

wakan 
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ride somewhere else further away. 

wal, adv. partly, a little bit. wal iingk a bit sad. wal erp partly raw. wal min not too bad. wal kech a little bit further, not so 
far.wal way a bit bad. puk many wal pi'an half grown child. 

wal 2 n. jaw,cheek area. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and Products. Category: Body Parts and 
Products. 

kaa'wal n. face. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
mun wal n. buttocks. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

wal impan tv. start or provoke a fight. Nint ngeenak wal impananya? Why did you start a fight with me? 

Wal kaanch n. jawbone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

wal many n. a term of endearment like 'dear' when addressing a child. Ayyang, wal manya! An uwara, the'a! Hey, dear! 
Please get me the billy can. 

wal ngaarp(ang) adj. not so many, a small group. May umpiy wal ngaarpang maayang. I gathered just a few waterlily 
roots. 

wal pathan tv. smoodge,neck,caress. 

Wal thon thee'an tv. turn face away from someone. 

Wal Way adj. serious person who doesn't smile, maybe because of sickness or drowsiness. 

wal wimp adj. very sick person, who cannot care for himself. Ayyang, alpan in wun-wunana, wal wimp wun-wunana. 
Appapa! Wik wolmp ke'ananga! Hey, there's a very sick person here! Be quiet, no noise! 

Wal wukar n. dimple. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

wal Wlinan Zv. look sideways. 

wal wunanang (nyiinAN) adv. (sit) looking to one side. 

walangenyanan Zv. cry. Category: Mood and Character. 

waleyng n. Variant: minh waleyng. fish called Mouth Almighty (Glossamia aprion aprion),locally called swamp fish. Only 
found in freshwater. This fish has a very large mouth hence the English name. Can be eaten. It grows to 0.5 kg but 
usually much smaller. It is a mouth breeder, where the male carries eggs in his mouth until they hatch. Category: Fish. 

walk., n. spear type. See: kek walk. 

walk 2 n. long barb, stingray barb or nail from any big stingray. Used in spears. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. 

Walk 3 n. Variant: minh walk, stingray type. Category: Fish. 

walkalan Variant: minh walkalan. n. Milkfish (chanos chanos),locally called big bonefish. This is hunted at night, originally in 
a boat called thoon and with bush torches called kich nonham. Now it is sometimes caught on fishing lines but more 
often caught in nets set for barramundi. It is not a good eating fish having little flavour and many bones. Found in 
estuary and ocean waters. Category: Fish. 

walmant n. cheek. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

walmant ench n. cheekbone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

wal -thayan adj. quiet,serious, doesn't fool around or make jokes. 

warn pan zv. come. 

chif WampAN Zv. come quickly or appear up close without being noticed, 
chitan wampAN Zv. reach the place. 

warn pathan tv bring. 

ma'-ma'am WampathAN tv. come empty handed. 

wanam n. the ritual complex from the Holroyd River area in the south, involving songs, dances and creation myths. It links 
clans in the area as landholders in charge of totemic centres along mythic tracks. Category: Ceremony and 
Dreaming.&e. pucha; apalech. 

wanch n. woman. 
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may kuyan wanch n. large amount of sugarbag. See: kuyan. 

may upan wanch n. dark coloured honey (bluish), very plentiful. See: upan. 

ma' wancham «. 1 • all women. 

2 • husband and wife. 

ma' Wanch thum n. husband and wife. 

pam wanch n. people. 

puchalam wanch n. thin cluster of orchid stems. See: puchalam. 

puk wanch n. girl. 

thum Wanch n. part of firestick. One stick is held vertically and slotted into a groove in the other stick which is lying on 
the ground. The latter stick is called thum wanch. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 
Wanch manth-thayan n. important older lady. 

wanch ngotan n. Aboriginal woman,or woman of other dark-skinned race. 

Wanch pi'an n. important lady. 

wanch thum n . wife. 

wanch-aathan n. son-in-law. Ngamp wanch-aathanant iiy~ampa! Let's go and see our son-in-law. 

wanchang Variant: 'may wanchang'; pronounced with secondary stress on 'ang'. n. nuts. Syn: may 
kongk .Categoiy: Food. 

Wanchinth n. old woman. 

wank (wank) (iiyan) adv. Variant: preceded by 'think' (lower back) or 'mun' (behind), (walk) shaking one's behind from 
side to side and with one's tail up like a duck. 

wantan tv. stop (an activity),leave (something or someone). 

kep kuchamang wantAN tv. two months ago. 
ke'-ngul wantAN tv. leave (someone) altogether. 

man monkanam wantAN tv. leave or desert someone because one doesn't care; leave (someone) behind when one dies. 
tOO WantAN tv. leave (something or someone) completely, 
wik wantAN tv. leave orders. 

wantanam As in: thaa'-wantanam. adj. very many (e.g. food, people, stars). 

wanth adj. really good (smell),nice looking (used to describe things - flowers, butterflies, etc). 

wanttak ques. how?what?Can sometimes also mean: why? Can also be used as a casual greeting with the sense of'What's 

up?'.Nint wanttak man-monkanam wantan ngananga? How is it that you left us? 

wanttin ques. where? Ngay aak wanttin nath paanth~anga? (literally) Where will I camp? but which is a polite way of 

requesting to camp there. Nil wanttina? 'Where is he?' If the answer is: Wanttina? It is a way of saying 'I don't know.'. 

wanttinak ques. where to. 
wanttinpal ques. where from. 

Wantting ques. where in. 

want-wanttak indefpn. what(ever). Waa'~an ngathar nil (want)-wanttakan thaw nungk. Tell me what she said to 
you.Ngay wik want-wanttakan thaw~ang nungk-a, nint ngeey~ana. Whatever I say to you, you listen (and 
obey). 

want-wanttina ques, indef. 1 • which one. 

2 • whichever. 

3 • wherever. 

wang ekan iv. 1 • stand out, stick out e.g. hair sticking out when the wind is blowing; or something like a biro sticking out of 
hair, or one outrigger a bit high up out of the water, or a plane's wing sticking out; or the hair of a pig when it is ready to 
charge. 
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2 • describes a person or animal who has been crouching or squatting down, who then rolls over to get up. 
wany adv. high up. wany waanchan he hangs (it) up high. 

war n. Variant: minh war. oyster. Category: Fish. 

war matan m go up. 

wark n. Variant: minh wark. small freshwater tortoise, locally called swamp turtle, similar to minh punchiy. Lives in holes in the 
scrub country and has a short neck and is very smelly. Category: Fish. 

warrrrr (ikan) onom. tearing noise of material (e.g. in a fight). 

war'am adv. almost, nearly. Wanch-kunchan iithun yeepanweya, pam nungantaman war'am truckang maakana. The 

wife got a bad shock when her husband was nearly run over by a truck. 

war'-war' scratching noise (e.g. when a person scratches themselves because of scabies; or maybe the scratching sound of a 
rake on the ground or pen on paper). 

Wat Variant: may wat. n. a type of bush honey, only a small amount, poor in quality. Category: Food. Syn: may muul. See: may 
at; may puuk; may polp; may kuyan. 

Wath n. green ant. Category: Insects. 

wath n. Variant: minh wath. white tailed water rat. Category: Animals. 

wathiy n. As in: As in: As in: 

waththiy alternative spelling of'wathiy'. 

Way adj. bad,wrong, foolish,sick or in bad condition,dangerous, unpredictable, sometimes in a ritual sense especially relating to 
places or certain people e.g. aw can be referred to as aak way, ngench thayan. 

aak-way n. a moody person who cannot take a joke, and who is quick to take offence. Likes to go his own way. 

aak wayang UWAN (nunang) a girl having her periods, 
aak-way pathAN iv. do silly things (but in right mind), 
aak-way UWAN tv. really sick, just about dead. 

aak way wampAN iv. when serious trouble has come to a family or a place (e.g. death, sickness or famine), 
aak way WUnAN See: aak way warn pan. 
kaa'wal way adj. ugly person, 
kaa' Way adj. nasty person. 

kaa' Way i nam adv. do something 'anyhow' or speak anyhow or carelessly without thinking or spread a story without 
knowing the facts. See: kaa' way inam. 

kaa' way yumpAN iv. make a funny face to make people laugh. 

kemp wal way adj. not feeling too well. 

kemp way ngeechanAN body aching all over, tired, as with flu. 

kon thaa' way adj. a person with little understanding (mostly children or babies or an adult who is simple), 
klichek way (wunAN) adj. worried over something. 

mee'-aak-way adj. really jealous. 

ngak way n. bad water, also used for alcoholic drink, beer, spirits etc. 
ngangk way adj. sad, may include mourning, 
ngangk-way adj. short wind, out of breath. 

ngangk wayangam kalAN tv. hate, 
thaa' way adj. hungry for fish, meat, crab, 
wak way(anang) n. weeds. Category: Grasses. 

Way ol mp adj. really thin person in bad condition. 
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Way Waa'AN tv. talk badly of someone, 
yuk way min n. everything. 

wayaman iv. spoil (of food, meat and things); lose sense of commitment (people) and to "go on strike" (e.g. a person who has 
lost interest in something he was involved in before),become a bad person,deteriorate in health. 

kemp WayamAN iv. feel tired, feel lazy, does not like to work. 

klichek WayamAN iv. not in right mind; foolish, confused, stupid. 

thaa'-wayamAN iv. tell of the bad things that someone has done to you. 

wayanang adj. really bad. 

Wayathan tv. 1 • lose something. 

2 • stop someone from doing something. Ngay ke' iiying-a, ngul puk ngatharamang wayathany. I intended going, 
but my child stopped me (by not wanting me to go). 

3 • spoil or hurt (someone or oneself),punish. Kuchek weentan thant, puy-puyam kuchek wayathwuntan ngak 
way alantamana. Their heads become dizzy and confused and they do harm to themselves more and more through that 
bad drink. Kuchek weentan thant, puy-puyam kuchek wayathwuntan ngak way alantamana. Their heads 
become dizzy and confused and they do harm to themselves more and more through that bad drink. Kuchek weentan 
thant, puy-puyam kuchek wayathwuntan ngak way alantamana. Their heads become dizzy and confused and 
they do harm to themselves more and more through that bad drink. Kuchek weentan thant, puy-puyam kuchek 
wayathwuntan ngak way alantamana. Their heads become dizzy and confused and they do harm to themselves more 
and more through that bad drink. Kuchek weentan thant, puy-puyam kuchek wayathwuntan ngak way 
alantamana. Their heads become dizzy and confused and they do harm to themselves more and more through that bad 
drink. 

aak WayathAN tv. bring shame to one's relatives by getting into trouble. 
ma'-pil-wayathAN tv. to come upon someone unprepared. 
ma'-wayathAN tv. lose a relative through death, 
puk WayathAN tv. miscarry. 

wayk n. dye stuff from yuk wayk. The bark of the roots is scraped and boiled with 'thuuth' and pandanus 'kunchan' to produce 
shades of gold. By addition of ashes, shades of red and brown are obtained. Category: Artefacts Constructions and 
Personal Objects. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

yuk Wayk Medicine Bush (Coelospermum reticulatum). Turns yellow when burned. The root gives a yellow dye (see 
above). It is a low straggling shrub with striking white tips to the branches growing up to one metre 
high .Category: Plants. 

waykan n. nape of neck. Category: Body Parts and Products. Usage: avoidance. Syn: monkan. Syn: monkan. 

waykan keypungAN tv. follow. Syn: monkan wakan. 

waykay n. Variant: aak waykay. country with only a few trees (in contrast to pintal 'plain', where there are no 
trees ).Category: Geography. 

waykiyathan tv. decorate oneself, make oneself beautiful (e.g. decorate hair, put on showy things, necklaces, bangles). Nil 
waykiyathan nungamang disco=aka. She made herself beautiful for the disco. 

Waypikang adj, adv. not in right mind, and as a result, gets easily angry at someone who doesn't deserve it. Syn: pi k— 

kulliyang.Waypikang ke' piik—piik~ana. Don't smack the child for no reason. 

waythinthiy adj. quiet, gentle person who does not go looking for fights, who is not cheeky and who does not retaliate. 
Way-Way thawan iv. complain,grumble, 
way-wayak adv badly, not properly. 

way-wayam adj. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

way-weenth n. Variant: minh way-weenth. sleepy fish. Syn: weep-weenth. 

wayyow n. old grandma (can refer to either mother's or father's side). 

wa' n. one side (of meat, fruit, etc.) May wa' mango=antam thee’ara! Give me one side of the mango. 
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wa' ikathan tv. take off one side (e.g. ofbarramundi, mango, etc.) Minh bullock puncham pal kalin ey? Ya'a, than wa' 
ikathin. Did they bring the whole bullock? No, they cut off one side. 

wa'iy adr. grind fine (especially plant food e.g. may lot, may kuthal, may mach; soften. 

wechan n. Variant: minh wechan. Barramundi, Giant Perch (lates calcarifer), large juvenile up to small adult, locally called; 

nightfish. A large silver fish of the perch family. It is well known for its good eating quality. Caught on bait and lures. It 
is netted for its commercial value. The name 'nightfish' comes from the night time hunting activity of this fish which 
makes a sharp 'chop' sound when swallowing its prey. The eyes reflect light in a similar way to a crocodile or cat. Fish 
that spend most of their time in the freshwater take on a yellowish golden colour while those in the salt water are a very 
clean silver. The fish grows to over 50kg, but the average size is 6kg. Category: Fish. Syn: wuungkam. 

wechan iv. look thoroughly for something involving turning things over, and pulling them about in the search. 

wechanthak n. Variant: minh wechanthak. juvenile Barramundi; or Giant Perch (Lates Calcarifer), locally called; 
nightfish .Category: Fish. See: wuungkam; minh wechan. 

weechan 1 tv. follow tracks. An tha' wee'ang weech-weechana? Who's following my tracks? An tha’ wee'ang weech- 
weechana? Who's following my tracks? 

ma' weechAN tv. lay blame on someone especially for an act of sorcery (e.g. a death). 

weechan 2 tpv. be sick. Kuchek weechan nunang. He has a headache. Ngay yangk weechanany, wench anpalan. My leg 
is aching with this sore. Ngakang nath epow nunang-a, an weech-weechow nunang. If the rain soaks him, he'll 
get sick. 

Weekan iv. protect (e.g. someone from being hit in a fight),hold back (something from someone). Weekant! Protect it from 
him! 

Weekanang pi'an tv. keep carefully (or reverently) and not lend to others,guard. 

Weelap thankan n. doughnut shaped head ring made of waste fibre (often thuuth or grass or towel) for carrying loads on the 
head. Also used as a rolling toy at which the child throws a stick. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal 
Objects. Syn: kuchek thankan. 

weeman &e: weenan. 

weenam 1 n. 1 • Southern Cross. Weenaman kan weent, ongkam ngul wun, aak paanthanakan. The Southern Cross has 
turned, it's straight up now, ready for daylight. 

2 • big lake,big swamp, fresh water. Syn: uthuk. 

weenam 2 adj. bare ground, without grass or any other growth. 

weenan iv. become. Aakan way ngul ween, aak ngul-ngulana min koyam ngul weenow. The place has become bad, but 
later it will become good again. Ngangkan nyom min weenanar. I've become happy. Nil pikkuw ngul ween. He 
turned into a crocodile. Aakan way ngul ween, aak ngul-ngulana min koyam ngul weenow. The place has 
become bad, but later it will become good again. Ngangkan nyom min weenanar. I've become happy. Nil pikkuw 
ngul ween. He turned into a crocodile. Aakan way ngul ween, aak ngul-ngulana min koyam ngul weenow. The 
place has become bad, but later it will become good again. Ngangkan nyom min weenanar. I've become happy. Nil 
pikkuw ngul ween. He turned into a crocodile. Aakan way ngul ween, aak ngul-ngulana min koyam ngul 
weenow. The place has become bad, but later it will become good again. Ngangkan nyom min weenanar. I've 
become happy. Nil pikkuw ngul ween. He turned into a crocodile. Aakan way ngul ween, aak ngul-ngulana min 
koyam ngul weenow. The place has become bad, but later it will become good again. Ngangkan nyom min 
weenanar. I've become happy. Nil pikkuw ngul ween. He turned into a crocodile. Aakan way ngul ween, aak 
ngul-ngulana min koyam ngul weenow. The place has become bad, but later it will become good again. Ngangkan 
nyom min weenanar. I've become happy. Nil pikkuw ngul ween. He turned into a crocodile. Aakan way ngul 
ween, aak ngul-ngulana min koyam ngul weenow. The place has become bad, but later it will become good 
again.Ngangkan nyom min weenanar. I've become happy. Nil pikkuw ngul ween. He turned into a crocodile. 

kaangk ke'(-ngul) weenAN iv. don't need, don't like. 
kaangk-weenAN iv. need, really want. 
miniy-weenAN iv. hang back. 
ngaalan-weenAN iv. be very interested. 
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pal weemAN iv. wish to become, 
thok-ween n. mist,fog. 

weentan iv. turn (either in physical direction or to another way of life), 
miw WeentAN z iv. turn around quickly. 

Weentathan tv. stir.turn around,turn over (e.g. turn a propellor, stir porridge, stir meat, turn someone around, turn something 
over). 

weenth 1 v. fond of (e.g. of men or women, children, food, fish, or of certain attitudes or behaviour), puk-weenth lover of 
children, thengkan-weenth someone who is always laughing (literally: fond of laughing). 

weenth 2 adj. I • deaf. 

2 • mad,foolish, apparently incapable of understanding,distracted. 
klichek weenth mad in the head; not thinking straight, 
weenthaman zv. go deaf,go mad. 
weengk loc. Usage: avoidance, north. Syn: kungk. 

Weep adj, adv. sleep. 

mee' weep adj. sleepy; tired. 

mee' weep pipAN tpv. be drowsy; ready to fall off to sleep, 
weep thayan n, adv. sound asleep. 

weep wunan *v. be asleep. 

weepan iv. As in: thaa'-weepan. wander around uncared for. 

weep-weenth Variant : minh weep-weenth. n. Bar-tailed Flathead (Platycephalus indicus) and Red-spotted Flathead locally 
called sleepy fish. Flathead are good eating fish and are often caught on fishing lines or in the cast net. They bury 
themselves in the shallows at high tide waiting in ambush for their prey. Category: Fish. 

Wee' ques. who? 

wee'anang indefpn. those with him or her,(so and so) and his/her mob. Jesus wee'anang aak Capernaum=ak iiyin. Jesus 
and his disciples went to Capernaum. 

wee'ant ques. to whom? 

wee'antak ques. to whom? (emphatic). 

wee'antam ques. who from? 

wee'antang ques. with whom? 

wee'ang ques. who? (subject of transitive verb). 

wee'ang-nath indefpn. someone (subject of transitive verb). 

Wee'-nath indefpn. someone. 

Wee'-Wee' ques. who? (plural). 

wek n. Variant: kuuy wek. Barbwire vine (Smilax australis). 

wel n. Variant: minh wel. n. Blue-tongue lizard (Tiliqua scincoides). Category: Animals. 

welpathan n. Variant: minh welpathan. large adult catfish found in freshwater and brackish and estuary 
waters. Category: Fish. See: minh ka'anth. 

wench n. a bad sore, a scabby sore. 

ngangk wench adj. broken hearted,mourning,disappointed, 
wench poch n. painful sore. 

Wench thaa' n. open sore. 
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wenchapathan n. Variant: yuk wenchapathan. cotton tree variety (Cochlospermum gillivrae: Benth). Close to Aurukun, in 
dry swamps, sand ridges and timber places. Originally 'wool' was obtained from this tree for pillows. Used also for 
firewood. Category: Plants. 

wenkan iv. look for,search. 

wenthan n. part of spear shaft. See: kek wenthan. 

wenyan iv. Usage: avoidance, go,walk. Syn: iiyan. Pal weny~ana! Come here! 

Wet adj. Usage: avoidance, bad. Syn: way. Syn: way. 

Chang wet n. Usage: avoidance, salt or brackish water. Syn: ngak way. 

wetatheey n. Usage: avoidance, things of a person. Syn: yuk way min. 

wetteyan tv. Usage: avoidance, lose,spoil. Syn: wayathan. 

wew thee'an tv. turn over (e.g. in a search, or an angry movement e.g. Jesus turning over the tables in the temple), or a doctor 
turning over a baby to see if it is alright, or a baby turning over). 

wewm n, adj. Usage: avoidance, blood,red (colour). Syn: chaapar. Ngay keekang, yuk thaa' pemaranga ngayang yangk 

pungany, wewm ukanang pemar wakanangan iiy-iiyang. As 1 fell, the mangrove roots pierced my leg, and I went 
on through the mangroves with blood dripping from me. Ngay keekang, yuk thaa' pemaranga ngayang yangk 
pungany, wewm ukanang pemar wakanangan iiy-iiyang. As 1 fell, the mangrove roots pierced my leg, and I went 
on through the mangroves with blood dripping from me. 

ngangk wewm am describes a special relationship of mutual love and care. Often one's small uncle kaal (mother's 
younger brother) is described as being in this relationship, because of the culturally expectd caring 
relationship. Category: Mood and Character. Syn: ngangk chaaparam. 

we'an tv. dig (plant food, etc.) Soften first with digging stick and then dig with hands. See: we'ar. 

we'ar adj. wide,open (of space). Pantam we'ar thee'antan ngak yipam uunthow. They're digging a wide well so it will fill 
with water. Pantam we'ar thee'antan ngak yipam uunthow. They're digging a wide well so it will fill with 
water.Pantam we’ar thee'antan ngak yipam uunthow. They're digging a wide well so it will fill with 
water. Pantam we'ar thee'antan ngak yipam uunthow. They're digging a wide well so it will fill with water. 

aak we'ar n. a wide place, open space, plenty of room, 
ngaat we'ar n. wide sides (e.g. of a house or boat or elephant), 
thaa' we'ar adj. wide open (e.g. mouth, door). 

we'ar ekan iv. (flies, bees, etc.) disturbed and flying around (e.g. tree). Thaw anangan we'ar ekin, kochangwey yaarkath 
thanang. The bees are disturbed and are flying everywhere. A lizard disturbed them. 

we'araman tv spread out,scatter. 

ngangk We'aramAN iv. be really angry and furious, 
paa we'aramAN iv. spread out or scatter very widely. 

we'arathan tv. widen (e.g. build an extension on a house),spread out (e.g. blanket, tent), 
thoo' We'arathAN tv. spread something (e.g. news wik, or grog ngak way). 

wichan tv. catch (e.g. fish),pull out,take out (e.g. splinter out of hand),drag (e.g. truck out of bog),lead away. Nil minh nga' yot 
wich-wich thanang, pi'-pi’anam wich-wich thanang. She caught many fish, big ones. Nil pam thonamang 
wukal ma’-kuchanang wich box=am. Ngulathan nunang mee'miyana. A man stole money from a box. Later he 
was found out. Nil God=ang wich-wich ngampang oony way anpalan, weentathow ngampang koyam 
nungantakama. God drew us away from Satan in order to turn us back to Him. Than ku' manyiy wich-wichwin. All 
those little dogs were following each other around. Than ku' manyiy wich-wichwin. All those little dogs were 
following each other around. Than ku' manyiy wich-wichwin. All those little dogs were following each other 
around.Than ku' manyiy wich-wichwin. All those little dogs were following each other around. Than ku' manyiy 
wich-wichwin. All those little dogs were following each other around. Than ku’ manyiy wich-wichwin. All those 
little dogs were following each other around. Than ku' manyiy wich-wichwin. All those little dogs were following 
each other around. Than ku' manyiy wich-wichwin. All those little dogs were following each other around. Than ku' 
manyiy wich-wichwin. All those little dogs were following each other around. 
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ak-wichAN tv. attempt to stop someone from going somewhere. 

lat wichAN tv. read. 

ma' mamanang WichAN tv. lead (someone) by the hand (e.g. blind person), 
mee' wichAN tv. lead someone (astray). 

namp WichAN tv. call a name of person or name someone (e.g. a baby), 
ngangk WichAN tv. make someone feel sorrowful (e.g. because of one's illness). 

tha' wichanang iiyAN tv. shuffle, drag feet. 

Wlinthar wichAN tv. muster (e.g. horses, bullocks) into a group, or gather a group of people together, 
wiil n. younger sister. See: Appendix I. 

wiinth 1 n. Variant: yuk wiinth. A wattle (Acacia sp.). Moderate sized dark-barked tree with a long leaf, a little like a lancewood 
with a thin leaf. Found on sand ridges, the top of beach ridges, and coast ridges as far north as Bamboo, and inland. 

Good shade trees, and good for firewood. Category: Plants. 

Wiinth 2 n. Usage: avoidance, anger. Syn: kul. 

wiinthan tv. As in: kaa'-wiinthan. tv. avenge a wrong,defend someone,speak up for someone. 

wiingk n. Variant: may wiingk. a plant very similar to arrowroot may wu'amp but the fruit and not the roots are eaten. The green 
fruit grows on a small bush and turns red when ready to eat looking something like may iith. It can be eaten when 
cooked in hot coals. Category: Food. 

wiingk-mee' n. Variant: may wiingk-mee'. arrowroot, very similar to may wu'amp. Category: Food. 

wiingk-wayath n. Field Lily (Grinum augustifolium). White flowered lily growing on plains that may be submerged in the 

wet season. Category: Grasses. 

Wik n. word,talk,speech,language,bird or animal call.noise,meeting (to make a decision),can also refer to clans as a corporate 
group. Wik thaa'ang kan wampara, ngul ya' appenchar. 1 had some words on the tip of my tongue, but they have 
slipped my memory. Wik thaa'ang kan wampara, ngul ya' appenchar. I had some words on the tip of my tongue, 
but they have slipped my memory. 

thaa'wikathiy adj. talkative. 

wik epankathan tv. 1 • someone comes and tells you a yarn or something, but they really want to use you for something else, 
so later in the conversation they will change the subject to what they really came for (e.g. a loan). Koka! Kan wik 
epankathara! Come on! Tell me what you really came for! Nil wik ke' epankathan, pam man-thonam nila. He 
doesn't change his words around, he's a single-minded and genuine person. 

2 • change from one language to another (e.g. when someone is using Wik-Mungkan and then suddenly switches to 
English); or to translate from one language to another. 

wik kath n. story. 

wik kenthan tv. make someone talk or cry. See: kenthan. 

Wik ke'anang adv. stop talking,be quiet, 
wik kiith n. English language. 

Wik kuchan tv send a message, 
wik maakan tv. keep a secret. 

wik maayan tv. tell lies and made-up stories, spread gossip,spread dirty false yarns. 

Wik maman tv. pick up (and understand) a language. 

Wik many (thuuch)-thuuchan iv. talk under breath,grumble. 

Wik mungkan tv. mumble or swallow one's words. 

wik ngeeyan tv. hear and obey. Nintwik ngeey~an ngayanga! You obey me! Nint wik ngatharam ngeey~ana! 

Wik ngench n. words one uses especially with brother's children (special set of vocabulary marked by in this dictionary), 
wik ngunchan tv. make up untrue stories. 
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wik pilam thee'an tv. 1 • side talk, not talking straight to a person but talking to someone else. Also maybe a mother-in-law 
will 'throw' words to her son-in-law, or an uncle to his neice, if there is no one else around to talk to. They will talk to 
each other but not face each other. 

2 • throw hints in an indirect way (e.g. mouth words) in order to start a fight off freshly again, 
wik pipan tv. break one's word. 

Wik pi'an tv. make a big noise. 

Wik pungatl tv chatter away loudly not listening to others and giving no chance for others to join in. 
wik thaanchalathan tv. nag constantly. See: thaanchalathan. 
wik thamp(ang) (wampan) adv. (come) with a message, 
wik thayan n. law,strong words. 

wik thayan yumpAN tv. make strong laws or make statements that are not to be taken lightly. They are said seriously and 
to the point and are to be taken notice of. 

wik thayanathan tv. warn. 

wik thee'an tv. 'throw off words when fighting. When several people join in, there is a crossfire of comments and answers 
back and so forth. Can also be used to describe side talk. See: wik pilam thee'an. 

wik thenchan tv keep a secret. 

Wik thoo' n. news. 

Wik thoo' we'arathan tv. spread the news, 
wik umpan tv. stop noise (e.g. of crying), 
wik uuyaman n. tell a lie. 
wik wantan tv. leave orders (with someone). 

Wik WOlmp pi'an iv. make a big noise, 
wik woo'-woo'ang thawan iv interrupt, 
wik yum pan tv. make plans. 

wik-apan adv. very quietly. Nint ke' wik-apan nyiinin ey? Than nan kuuw pekwuntan, ngamp kan ngeey~ampa! Won't 
you sit quietly? They're fighting in the west, let's hear it! 

wikathiy adj. talkative. 

wik-thawan n. heart (term refers to heartbeat). Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: ngangk. 
wik-uuy adj. liar. 

Wimp n. 1 • thin cross bars in a shelter or bunk laid across forked sticks yuk thap) that are standing up. 

2 • cross bars inside skinbark canoe or on an outrigger. See: thoon; kinuw. 

3 • stick used to carry bucket, or to carry a fish tied to the stick with a gut line and carried on shoulders. 

4 • handle of string bag. See: waangk. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

wimp As in: wal wimp. adj. very sick person, not able to care for himself. 

Winch n. boomerang. 

man winch n. collarbone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

thum man winch n. supporting wood laid crossways in ground oven, 
wukal winch n. collarbone. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

ya n g k wi n c h adj. bow-legged. 

winchan As in: As in: As in: As in: 

winchanam n. second stage of young men's initiation ceremony after which they are considered to be komp, 'young 

men '.Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. Wuut mangk al-alangan winchanamang paanthathin thanang, pam 
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komp anangana, ngul-ngulana yipam ngangk tha’ow thanang. The old men used to have the young men 
partaking in the Winchanam ceremony, so that they would later become good and brave hunters. 

winchan-thee' n. Variant: minh winchan-thee'. Very small grass bird with short tail. Some describe it as "woolly". Has two 
chicks, often at Wariy swamp. Possibly a Grass Wren. Category: Birds. 

Winy dem. Usage: avoidance, another. Syn: thon. 

winyam num. Usage: avoidance, one. Syn: thonam. 
winynyang adj.adv. afraid. 

mee' winynyang adv. frightened because of seeing something that causes fright, (e.g. a weapon being flashed around). 

winynyathan tv. frighten (someone). 

mee'-kaa'-winynyathAN tv. really frighten (someone). 

mee'-winynyathAN tv. frighten someone by some action (e.g. by picking up a stick). 

winy-winy n. Variant: minh winy-winy. Blue-faced Honeyeater (Entomyzon cyanotis),also called morning bird at Aurukun, 
from its habit of calling loudly at dawn.It is also called the banana bird because it likes to eat bananas. It is Australia's 
largest honeyeater, golden olive above, whitish below with a crown and nape black, white nape band and distinct patch 
of blue facial skin. Inquisitive, noisy and aggressive. Feeds on foliage, blossoms and fruit and takes food from dumps 
and compost heaps. Category: Birds. 

wipan iv. get stuck,get bogged,go aground,get speared. Yuk ya' wipar, ma'ang. I've got a splinter stuck in my hand. Aak pip 
michang ya' wip, car=aniy. The car got stuck in the soft mud. Kek ke'am wipanta, kemp nungantanga, ya'a, 
piichanam anman pent. He didn't get any spears in him, he was unharmed. Yuk ya' wipar, ma'ang. I've got a 
splinter stuck in my hand. Aak pip michang ya' wip, car=aniy. The car got stuck in the soft mud. Kek ke’am 
wipanta, kemp nungantanga, ya'a, piichanam anman pent. He didn't get any spears in him, he was unharmed. 

ma'-wipAN iv. do something very slowly or not properly. 

wipathan 1 iv. get something stuck,catch someone out (doing something questionable). Yuunchan wipathan yuk mango 

tree=angan kenya. We got a stick caught up in the mango tree. Ngay thathangan nintang, aak ngaa'ang than- 
thanana, wanch thonamantan wik thaw-thawana, ngay nganth minang nintang wipathangana. I saw you 
standing in the dark talking to a woman. I saw you by the light (by moving a bit) and caught you. Yuunchan wipathan 
yuk mango tree=angan kenya. We got a stick caught up in the mango tree. Ngay thathangan nintang, aak 
ngaa'ang than-thanana, wanch thonamantan wik thaw-thawana, ngay nganth minang nintang 
wipathangana. I saw you standing in the dark talking to a woman. I saw you by the light (by moving a bit) and caught 
you. 

ma'-wipathAN iv. depend on someone. 

wipathan 2 tv. make someone angry e.g. in piithal or theecham singing by referring to characteristics of person e.g. being a poor 
hunter, fond of food, or referring to them as having bad sores, etc. Minh mayang wipathantan thanang, yeppe'an 
thak waa'antan thanang. They make them angry by calling them poor hunters. Wenchang wipathantan 
thanang. They make them angry by referring to their sores. 

wirk n. Variant: may wirk. good quality sugarbag, found in abundance. Found in any tree. Made by aggressive bees. Syn: may at. 

wir' As in: As in: As in: As in: 

wiyi conj. that s why, so. Pam wanch yot aak village ing yoonan pekwina, than wiy puk manyiyan pekwina. All the 
adults in the village were fighting, that's why the children fought. Puk manyiy yot iiyin than-thanam aak 
Ubun=aka minh puuyakweya. Kaath piipana wiy iiyin thant koy-koyyuw puk many thanttamakana. All the 

children went off by themselves to Ubun to get crabs. So the parents followed and came for their children. 

wiy 2 indefpn. 1 • some,others. Ngampar ke'am wamp way mina, wiyant ep wamp thant. Nothing came for us, just 

something for the others. Wiy-wiyantang ke' iiy~ana, ke' ngotan ngoonch~ana. Don't go with the others, and get 
mixed up with them. Wiy-wiyakan ke' kul woonch~ana, kul niiyant ya'a. Don't join in others' fights, it's not your 
fight, no. 

2 • sometimes. 

Wiy a excl. Go on, do it! 

wiy-wiy adv. seldom,infrequently. 
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wiy-wiyam adj. different,for different use. Wik wiy-wiyam thaw. He spoke with an accent. Wik wiy-wiyam thaw. He spoke 
with an accent. 

kaa'wal wiy-wiyam grumpy, or sad or sick-looking expression on face, often indicates change of mood. Syn: thon- 
thonam, nil-nil. 

woch-wochan iv. float,drift on water (either person, animal or log). Yuk olot an-ngulan woch-wochan. The hollow log is 
floating over there (on the water). 

wok n. Variant: minh achamp wok. baby emu (Dromaius novaehollandiae), small, striped for camouflage in long grass. Stays 
with parents in family up to 18 months. Category: Birds. 

WOkampekan tv. Usage: avoidance. 1 • spear. 

2 • wash. Syn: chintan. 

WO I n. blowfly. Category: Insects. 

WOl maayan tv. get all the flesh minh kemp) from the bone. Minh kemp wol maay~ana kaanchamana! Get all the flesh 
from the bone. 

wol wantan tpv. subside (e.g. swollen parts of body, or big tide). Kanam mee’ wol wantanya, ngay aak ngul thath- 
thathanga. My eye is no longer swollen, I can see now. Ngak kanam wol want. The tide's going out. 

WOlam n. cousin. Syn: kuuth. See: kuuth in Appendix I. 

wolmp n.adj. very noisy (from talking). 

Wik (wolmp) pi'-pi'AN /v. make a big noise. 

worn, n. wax taken from wild honey bee's nest, used for making firesticks thum pup), stone axes thayan), ceremonial bands and 
canoes. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

WOm 2 adv. continually,keep on and on (year after year), also used to describe travel which goes on for days and 

days..S>n: ngulakam. Pam nil alangan kul worn pi'-pi'an ngantweya. That man is perpetually angry at us. 

WOnk n. side,edge. 

WOnk ngaat n. side of a person or thing. 

wonk thonang thee'an tv. turn it over (e.g. a child). 

WOnkam adv. across,sideways. 

wonk-wonkang adv. side by side. 

WOngkanch n. liver. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

WOngkanch-way adj. really bad evil (person). Syn: ngangk-way. 

WOnyam adv. on the surface,raised up. Minh wuungkam wonyam wookaman. The barramundi swims on the surface of the 
water. Nil wony-wonyam nyiinan puk many nungantam alantamana. She is sitting up proudly because of her 
child. Minh wuungkam wonyam wookaman. The barramundi swims on the surface of the water. Nil wony- 
wonyam nyiinan puk many nungantam alantamana. She is sitting up proudly because of her child. Minh 
wuungkam wonyam wookaman. The barramundi swims on the surface of the water. Nil wony-wonyam nyiinan 
puk many nungantam alantamana. She is sitting up proudly because of her child. Minh wuungkam wonyam 
wookaman. The barramundi swims on the surface of the water. Nil wony-wonyam nyiinan puk many nungantam 
alantamana. She is sitting up proudly because of her child. 

kill Wonyam (iiyAN) adv. sharp tongue, always argumentive, takes no rest from anger. 

mee' wonyam adr. look around casually, a surface skimming look. 

U m WOnyam adj. shallow concave shape (e.g. ground oven when dug or a shallow plate, or a shallow well). 

WOnyang adj. wrinkled, bad condition (people, food). 

kemp WOnyang wrinkled skin (e.g. old person). May wathiy wonyang ngul. The yam is withered up. 

WOOk n. mess,rubbish. 

wookaman tv. swim. 
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woolal n. women's mourning dance where the old women mimic the dead person and ask for food, and so 

on .Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. Syn: peew-nguchan, wuungk. Syn: peew-nguchan, wuungk. 

aak WOOlal kee'antan tv. perform the mourning dance. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

woolaman tv. refrain from retaliation, refrain from answering back. Nil Jesus=an woolam thant pam way al-alantan Jesus 
didn't retaliate against those evil men. Ke' woolam~an nungant, puthangkan piik~an nunang. Don't stand back, 
hit him in return! 

woonchan iv. crowd in,gather in (e.g. a crowd gathering in for a fight, or for a country and western show, but also can be used 
to describe saliva gathering in one's mouth thaa' theek woonchan ngathar) when one smells some good food). 

WOOpan 1 n. Variant: minh woopan. meat of mudshells taken out of the smashed and opened shells. The shell fish are minh 
ochangan. Category: Food. 

WOOpan 2 adj. slow-walking,dreamy,half-sick (could be laziness or sickness). Syn: miyal. 

WOOtham n. feathers of some birds, especially emus and plains turkeys, 
wooyan n. Variant: minh wooyan. honey glider. Category. Animals, 
wooykan excl. sorry. 

wooymiy n, adj. man or woman who sits behind and paddles for the one who is standing up and spearing fish and turtle pam 
wooymiy, wanch wooymiy). 

WOO' As in: As in: As in: As in: 

WOO 1 kenthan tv. drive away (people, animals). 

woo'athan tv. drive away. 

WOp As in: ma'wop. n. sorcerer. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

WOpan n. spear type. See: kek wopan. 

WOW adv. As in: wow maayan. pick right up. 

WOy 1 n. bad smell. 

WOy 2 n. Variant: minh woy. whistle duck. Wandering or Diving Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna arcuata), and Plumed or Grass 
Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna eytoni). Long-legged, long necked ducks with decorative plumes on flanks. They fly in 
whistling mobs. Diving whistling duck has a rich dark plumage and is shorter and fatter than the Plumed variety which 
is found in deeper waters of swamps and lagoons. The Plumed variety is a pale brown duck with long pink legs and 
upswept cream plumes on the flanks. Found around edges of swamps, flooded grasses and mangrove 
creeks. Category: Birds. 

woyampiy n. adultery,fornication. 

pam woyampiy n. boyfriend. 

wanch woyampiy n. girlfriend. 

woyampiy kee'an tv. commit adultery. 

woyan n. Variant: also 'aak woyan'. road,track. 

woyan thathan iv. look out for somebody. Ngay aak-ya'ang woyan thath-thathang nungant, nil ke'am yippak 
warnp. I'm looking out for him in vain. He hasn't come yet. 

woyan wakan tv. follow someone's example or ways. Ngay piny ngatharantam woyan wakang, piny ngatharam kulliy 
iiy, ngayan yimananga. I follow the ways of my aunt, she was wild and angry and so am I. Woyan wuut 
mangkantam wakantan. They follow the ways of the ancestors. 

WO'tlW n. river, salt water. Category: Geography. 

wo'uwayn n. other side of the river. 

wuk n. Variant: minh wuk. flying fox. Category: Animals. Syn: mukampang. 

WUka^ n. money. Syn: kul'. 

WUkal 2 n. Usage: avoidance, neck. Syn: man. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

wukal ngaat n. Usage: avoidance, throat. Syn: man ngaat. Category: Body Parts and Products. 
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wukal thanan iv. Usage: avoidance, crane neck,stretch neck. Syn: man thanan. 


wukal winch n. Usage: avoidance, collarbone. Syn: man winch. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
wukalongk n. 1 • widower, a man who has lost a wife or wife's brother or sister. 

2 • widow, a woman who has lost her husband, husband's brother or sister. Syn: angkalamwet. 

wukal-wuthanaman iv. die. 
wukal-yatham adj. alive. 

wukan tv. warm,cause sunburn (to whites and new-born babies). Pungang wukow nganyang. The sun will warm me. Man 
wukananya nunkak. My throat is hot, I'm about to cough. 

wukar n. Usage : avoidance, hole (in ground),dimple. Syn: awar. Syn: awar. Syn: awar. Syn: awar. Syn: awar. 
kuchekwukar n. fontanelle. 
ngek wukar n. dimple in chin, 
um wukar n. deep hollow (e.g. deep well), 
wal Wukar n. dimple in cheek, 
wulkach adj. salt,bitter,sour (food or drink), 
wum n. Variant: may wum. Category: Grasses. 

1 • Part of the waterlily flower after it is 'dead', made up of little seeds (called the 'rice' part). It can be eaten raw but in 
the past it was common for the old people to peel off the skin (yellowish) and then wrap the 'rice' part (brown-reddish in 
colour) in ti-tree bark and cook it in ground ovens so it would become soft. A sweet food. 

2 • rice is nowadays called by this term also. 

WUmp adv, adj. hump-backed,heaped. Nil wump-wump thuuch minh kor'an eep-eep. He crept bent over double after the 
brolga. Thum yalmath~an thanang, ngampar yipam wump wunow. Gather the firewood together so it will be in a 
heap for us. Nil wump-wump thuuch minh kor'an eep-eep. He crept bent over double after the brolga. Thum 
yalmath~an thanang, ngampar yipam wump wunow. Gather the firewood together so it will be in a heap for us. 

kaa' WUmp adj. hooked nose,also describes the shape of birds' beaks, 
wumpam matan iv. stack up (e.g. stack firewood or groceries on a truck), 
wunan iv. 1 • lie down,live,stay. 

2 • wunan also acts as a stative verb with the meaning 'to be' and is frequently preceded by adjectives describing 
someone's state, or the state of a place (e.g. clean, or overgrown). Aak thant yimanang wunan. This is their 
custom.Aak thant yimanang wunan. This is their custom. Aak thant yimanang wunan. This is their custom. Aak 
thant yimanang wunan. This is their custom. Aak thant yimanang wunan. This is their custom. Aak thant 
yimanang wunan. This is their custom. Aak thant yimanang wunan. This is their custom. Aak thant yimanang 
wunan. This is their custom. 

kaangk wunAN v. love or like. 

mee' wunAN iv. be jealous. 

rn UI WU nAN iv. be dead. 

ngangk way wunAN iv. be sad. 
ngangk way wunAN ipv. be sad. 
weep wunAN iv. sleep, 
yoch WUflAN iv. soaking wet. 

WUnch WUnch Variant: puk wunch wunch. medium-sized boys. 

wunpan 1 iv. (wind) blowing strongly and incessantly. Wunt in pal kaaw wunpan. The wind is blowing from the east. 
wunpan 2 tv. 1 • put (down, in or on). 

2* beget. In puk nungantam, nil wunpana, nil piip nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In 
puk nungantam, nil wunpana, nil piip nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In puk 
nungantam, nil wunpana, nil piip nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In puk nungantam, 
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nil wunpana, nil piip nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In puk nungantam, nil wunpana, 
nil piip nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In puk nungantam, nil wunpana, nil piip 
nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In puk nungantam, nil wunpana, nil piip 
nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In puk nungantam, nil wunpana, nil piip 
nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In puk nungantam, nil wunpana, nil piip 
nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. In puk nungantam, nil wunpana, nil piip 
nungantam. That's his child, he begat him, he's his father. 

kaa'-thonam WU npan a man with one child (can be used as a term of address). 

kucham-Wlinpan a man with two children (can be used as a term of address). 

ma'-kee'-WlinpAN tv. protect from harm. 

ma'-WUnpAN tv. lay hands on someone in order to hit him; or heal him. 

ma'-wuuyan WlinpAN tv. protect from harm. 

piipwunpan n. begetter. 

PUITI WU n p AN tv. put down right here. 

thum man winch WUnpAN tv. set a fire with crossed sticks. 

uuy-wunpan a man with many children (can be used as a term of address). 

WUnt n. Variant: thuuk wunt. whip snake. 

WUnt n. wind. Wuntang thee’. It blew away in the wind. 

wunt pi'an n. gale,cyclone. 

WUnth Variant: minh wunth. n. Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus). Small dark ibis - feeds in wetlands, known as mate of 
paypantang. Often with other ibis. Occurs only occasionally at Aurukun, but is more common further 
south. Category: Birds. 

WUnth n. Variant: yuk wunth. brush for extracting honey from a tree. Stick with soft, smashed end. Mostly obtained from the 
trees yuk po'al or yuk cheew. 

WUnthar adv. all in one group or mob. Wunthar iiy-iiyantan pam wanch nananganiya. There's a large group of people 
going along. 

wunthar wichan tv. muster (horses, cattle) so that they are all in one mob,gather a group of people together. Nil pam 

alangan wunthar wich thanang pam yot anangan piikayn nunangan pam thonamweya. A man gathered a lot 
of men into a group in order to attack one poor man. Than puk manyiy yot wunthar wichwin landingak ngakang 
muunchaynweya. A big group of children went together to the landing to swim. 

wungalinam n. Variant: minh wungalinam. locally called nightfish; or king barramundi. It is a large adult Barramundi or 
Giant Perch (Lates Calcarifer). Syn: (minh) wechan. Category: Fish. 

WUngkai" n. Usage: avoidance, red ochre. 

WUny n. older brother. See: Appendix I. 

WUnyathan tv. shake,wag (tail). 

ma' wunyathAN tv. wave hand. 

WUny-WUny wunyathAN tv. shake (e.g. shake a tree to get fruit down). 

WUnychin n. older brother (term of address or reference). 

WUpam adv. quickly,straight away. Wupam nan pek ngooncha, ke' yipam piikow nintang. Hide quickly, so he won't hit 
you. 

WUr adj. quickly. Nil kuuyan wur wich. She pulled her line in quickly. 

WUrp n. 1 • nest (e.g. bird's nest). 

2 • bunk, used for putting food on (such as plant food) or for sleeping. Is sometimes applied to modern-day tables or 
beds which can be distinguished by adding an indication of use. wurp wunpanak bed (literally 'bunk for lying down'). 

wur'athan As in: monkan wur’athan. tv. lead astray. 
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WUth 1 n. grass type. Category: Grasses. See: wak wuth. 

WUth 2 As in: As in: As in: 

WUthan adj. thick, closed up (e.g. thick scrub, thick grass). 

WUthanaman iv. close up. Kanam wench thaa'an wuthanam. That open sore has healed up now. Kanam wench thaa'an 
wuthanam. That open sore has healed up now. Kanam wench thaa'an wuthanam. That open sore has healed up 
now. Kanam wench thaa'an wuthanam. That open sore has healed up now. Kanam wench thaa'an 
wuthanam. That open sore has healed up now. Kanam wench thaa'an wuthanam. That open sore has healed up 
now. Kanam wench thaa'an wuthanam. That open sore has healed up now. 

man-wuthanamAN n die. 
mee'-WUthanamAN iv. shut eyes; pray, 
pil wuthanam adv. knock-kneed, 
pil wuthanamAN iv. (put) knees together. 

WUkal-WUthanamAN iv. Usage: avoidance, die. Syn: man-wuthanaman. 
yeep wuthanamAN iv. is just about sunset. 

WUthanang adj. thick, also applied to words or language wik wuthanang) which is hard and confusing, and feels like being lost 
in the scrub. 

WUthanathan tv. crowd together,surround,hedge in (someone),make tight (e.g. a blanket tied with a belt). Can also be used to 
describe a fight where one person has someone in a grip so he cannot get free. Ngamp ke' wuthanathwumpa, ngamp 
yaark-yaark nyiin~ampa, ngampang wuntang yipam penyowa. Let's not sit so closely together, let's move away a 
little, and let us get some breeze. 

wuthar As in: urn wuthar. n. centre poles or beams put cross-ways used in making shelter. 

WUthathan tv. save up (things, food, money etc.) 

wuthuk n. Milky Way. 

wuuch n. Variant: minh wuuch. n. Western Crayfish (Chaerase albidus),locally called Swamp Crayfish. A small crayfish which 
frequents swamps, lagoons and freshwater stretches of rivers. Similar to the rock lobster in shape. Can be caught on bait 
or speared. Good for eating if cooked in salty water. Category: Fish. 

wuuchameyan tv. Usage: avoidance, swear. Syn: akan. 

wuuk As in: kon wuuk. adj. preoccupied, thinking about someone or something, maybe lonely. 

wuunt n. Variant: minh wuunt. very small saltwater fish. Syn: ichan. Category: Fish. 

WUUngk n. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

1 • one of the special mourning songs sung by old ladies (those who are knowledgeable) to send the spirit-image away to 
its totem place to stay there forever. The name of his tribal land is called out. The spirit is believed to hear the song and 
obeys and sings all the way to his tribal land. It is also sung at totemic centres and on visits to one's own country. It has 
an associated dance style. Wanchinth al-alangan wuungk pathantan mul alangan yipam ngeeyow. The old 
ladies sing the mourning song so the ghost will hear. Wuungk alangan thinth wampathan nunang oonyana. The 
mourning song brings the spirit close. 

2 • a growling song sung by old people (men or women) after being teased, or after a fight. 

3 • a song sung softly to put children to sleep. 

wuungkam n. Variant: minh wuungkam. Large adult Barramundi; or Giant Perch (Lates Calcarifer),locally called 
nightfish.,S>n; minh wechan. Category: Fish. 

WUUp n. Usage: avoidance, nose. Syn: kaa'. 

wuup-aath n. face. Syn: kaa’wal. 

wuupal n. swamp grass. Category: Grasses. See: wak wuupal. See: wak wuupal. 

kempan wuupal n. baskets made by the Bottomside people. The grass is found near the river. Category: Artefacts 
Constructions and Personal Objects. 

wuupatham temp, earlier time,first. Syn: ka'atham. 
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wuup-keyelpang n. name given to relatives at orangkam ceremony having charcoal put on them, 
wuup-ngencham n. Usage: avoidance, westerly wind. Syn: kaa'-ngencham. 

WUUt 1 n, adj. male,old man. 
man wuut n. low voice, 
pukwuut n. little boy. 

puulwuut n. grandfather, father's father. See: Appendix I. 
yangan WUUt n. white, grey hair. 

WUUt 2 intensifier of pi'an 'big'. 

WUUt pi'an huge,very big. 

WUUt manth-thayan n. important old man. 

WUUt mangk n. great great grandfather,ancestors. Syn: wuut eempal. 
wuutaman n. grow old. 

WUUthal n. Usage: avoidance, pandanus. Syn: kunchan. 
wuuyan adv. sideways,across. 

yu k WU uyan n. log or wood lying across (e.g. log across a swamp, bridge across a river),also used to mean the cross (of 
Jesus). Yuk inan wuuyan wakanangan iiy~amp wo'uwaynakana. Let's cross over on this log to the other side. 

WUUyan enchan z'v. come in between (e.g. interrupt a conversation),cross between. Ke' wuuyan ench~ana, pul 

ka'athangam mee'-thathuwpul. Don't come in between (that boyfriend and girlfriend), they were attracted to each 
other first. 

wuu'an iv. blow. 

koyp WUU'AN zV. whistle. 

piim-piim wuu'AN zv. whistle. 

wuynguth n. As in: As in: As in: 

WU 1 n. brown or red ochre (reddish like sunset), used for painting up for dances. See: pip. Wu' thamp than-thantan. They are 
all painted up (with red ochre). Kemp thanttakam kan wu'ang mamwayn. They're about to paint themselves up. 

WU 1 pathan z'v. sunset giving gloriously red colour. Wu' kan path yuwang nan kenyana. The sunset has 'painted' the clouds 
gloriously red. 

wu'amp n. As in: may wu'amp. arrowroot (Tacca leontopetaloides). Like taro. Grows underground like onion or potato. To 

cook, first scrape then soak in water. Strain and wash with clean water. Drain and then dry it. Scrape with spoon or shell 
and make a round ball. Dampen it and put on coals. Remove the skin and eat it. Category: Food. See: ik. 

wu'ath adj. painted up in reddish colour. Kemp wu'-wu'ath ngul pal iiyantan ngeen-wiyan yumpayn. They're painted up, 
now they're coming to perform a sacred ceremony. 

wu'wu'iy adj. reddish colour (like sunset). 
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yaa res. 'Oh, yes; (you know it)' — said in agreement. 

yaak n. Variant: minh yaak. 1 • Sardine; or Ditchelee Herring (Pellona ditchela). This fish is caught only in cast nets or drag nets. 

It is very good bait for other fish. Often in very large schools. It grows to about 10cm. Found in estuaries and the ocean 
waters. 

2 • Bony Bream (Nematolosa erebi) and (Nematolosa come). These fish grow to 2.0kg but are not regarded as good 
eating quality because of the many bones and strong flavour of the flesh. They travel in schools and are speared or 
caught in nets. Found in freshwater, brackish and estuary waters. Category: Fish. 

yaak., n. rustling or; rattling noise. 

man yaak husky voice. 

thaa' yaakang thawAN iv. whisper. 

tha' yaak manyangam iiyAN iv. go on tiptoe. 

yaak ke'anang without a rustle (e.g. when following an animal). 

yaak 2 n. As in: ngangk yaak. lungs part of fish. Categoiy: Fish. 

yaaka' adv. maybe; perhaps. 

yaal adj. restless, up and down e.g. maybe looking for a game of cards. 

aak yaal restless, be up and down all the time (sitting down, getting up, going off quickly somewhere, etc), 
yaalaman iv. to be loose. Kuuy ya' yaalama. The cord (or elastic or dugong rope) is loosened, 
yaalathan tv. loosen (something). 

yaal -yaal adj. unsteady, loose e.g. when a house post is rotten or loose, and ready to fall down. 

yaal-yaalang adv. unsteady (on legs, or head swivelling), loose (e.g. stomach feels 'loose' when one is hungry). Yaal-yaalang 
iiy. He walked unsteadily, (e.g. old man, toddler, drunk). Yaal-yaalang iiy. He walked unsteadily, (e.g. old man, 
toddler, drunk). 

ngangk yaal-(yaal)ang (iiyAN) adv. to be longing for something (e.g. sex, food). 

yaam adv. a long while. Nil yaam wun-wun an kungk Weipa. He stayed for a long time in Weipa. Nil yaam wun-wun an 
kungk Weipa. He stayed for a long time in Weipa. 

kul yaam pi'-pi'AN tv. nurse anger for a long time. 

yaam ke'an(ang) adv. soon; not long after; in no time. Syn: ngul-ngulam. 

yaamak adv. for a long time. Ngay yaamak ya'a, ngay palamaka! I'm not going for long! I'm coming back! 

yaan adv. just (for a while),just (as against no real purpose),pretendingly (e.g. yaan ngeeyan, pretending to listen). Ngay 

rake=an yaan kal~ang, ngay palam ngul kal~anga. I'll just borrow this rake. I'll bring it back. Nil yaan thaw, nil 
palam ke' kalar. He was just talking (gammon), he didn't bring it back. 

yaan kalan tv. borrow. 

yaan thee'an tv. lend. 

yaark adv, adj. 1 • only a few. 

2 • apart e.g.loose weave, weft widely spaced (in making dillybags, waangk. Minh themp yaark muunchantan. Ducks 
swim apart, not in flocks. May yaark maayanga. I haven't got much fruit (i.e. only a few pieces). 

yaarkaman tv. spread out (e.g. like brolgas). 

yaarkathan tv. separate,divide,share,scatter. May yaarkathin. They shared food. Puk kucham ya' yaarkathin pulang. They 
separated the two small children. May yaarkathin. They shared food. Puk kucham ya' yaarkathin pulang. They 
separated the two small children. 

th i p yaarkathAN tv. scatter people with a stick or gun. 
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yaath n. As in: As in: As in: 
yaawey res. Oh, yes, that's good. 

yaa-yaa neg. don't keep on doing it. Yaa-yaa peey~an. Don't keep crying. Yaa-yaa iiyayn. They shouldn't keep 
going. Thana yaa-yaa wampayn. There is no need for them to come (every night.) 

yaa' See: yaan. 
yaa'an See: yaan. 

yaa(wey) menth res. thank you (to a woman) - in the sense of'It's good you told me that.'. 
yaa(wey) thanchiy res. thank you (to a man) - in the sense of'It's good you told me that.', 
yak adj. very very big (man, tree, etc). Yuk ina (wuut) yak. This is a very big tree. 

yak n. Variant: may yak. sugarbag or honey from the bottom of the nest of the bees. Made by small native bees in hollow trees. 
Believed to stop hair going grey if rubbed in. Category: Food. Category: Food. Category: Food, 
yak wanch n. sweet sugarbag. 
yak WUUt n. bitter sugarbag. 

yakal n. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

yakan tv. cut (flesh of person or animal or fish e.g. a surgeon cutting during an operation.) Kemp nungkaram yaka! Chaapar 
wayan pentow. Cut your skin to let the bad blood out. Minh yaka! Thaa' oyngkak. Cut the bait for us. Um irp yakin 
nunang. They cut his flesh to make scars. 

yakkatheey exci. Oh, no! 

yakkay See: yakkey. 

yakkey excl. Ouch! Helpiln some contexts has the sense of'They shouldn't do it!', 
yal Variant: kich yal. n, adj. bark that is very hard to get off. 

yalaman iv. coil up (e.g. like a snake, or can describe a face with wrinkles). Elastic koyam yalam. The elastic has coiled back 
(after being stretched). Elastic koyam yalam. The elastic has coiled back (after being stretched). Elastic koyam 
yalam. The elastic has coiled back (after being stretched). 

kemp makar yalamant paralysed,cramped. 

pungk yalaman nyiinAN zv. sit with legs crossed. 

yalmathan tv. gather,coil something up,fold something up. Than yotam yalmathwin. Lots of people gathered. Than yotam 
yalmathwin. Lots of people gathered. Than yotam yalmathwin. Lots of people gathered. 

aw yal math AN tv. claim that something (e.g. blanket) or someone (e.g. girlfriend) is yours when it is not. 
ma' yal mathAN tv. gather, collect (like a hen gathering her chickens), 
yam dem. somewhere. Yam kaaw iiy. He went somewhere towards the east, 
yam pek toe. somewhere here inside. 

yampal Variant: also 'yampalan'. dem. 1 • from somewhere (here). 

2 • up to about here. Yampal thee'an~a. Just give me half a cup, up to here (pointing). Yampal thee'an~a. Just give 
me half a cup, up to here (pointing). 

yam-yampal(an) from different directions. 

yampalan See: yampal. 

yantal adj. As in: kaa' yantal. sharp nosed (like white people). 

yantap adj. hard,strong,tight (people or things) (e.g. a hard thing to pull out, or hard person who doesn't like to share things - 
mean and strong-headed). May lot in yantapa! Ke' wichinga! This root is stuck firm. I can't pull it 
out. Syn: thayan, ankan. 

yanth adj, adv. very smart,quick,alert person or animal, who is quick to evade trouble or being caught (e.g. a robber who runs 
fast and evades the police; a fish that swims away quickly from a spear or line; jabirus that are very alert birds). Than 
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puk manyiy yotang minh roosteran wak-wakin. Nil minhan aak thon-thonang mo'-mo' thanttam, minh 
roosteran yanth mo'-mo', pal-puy thanttama. Than nunang ya'ang wak-wakin. Many children were chasing a 
rooster. But it ran from one place to another, back and forth, quickly evading them. They could not catch it. Than puk 
manyiy yotang minh roosteran wak-wakin. Nil minhan aak thon-thonang mo'-mo' thanttam, minh 
roosteran yanth mo'-mo', pal-puy thanttama. Than nunang ya'ang wak-wakin. Many children were chasing a 
rooster. But it ran from one place to another, back and forth, quickly evading them. They could not catch it. 

mee' yanth quick, alert vision. See: mee’ yanth. 

yangan n. hail- (head only). Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yangan WUUt n. white or grey hair. 

yangk adj. Variant: followed by verbs 'mo'an' or 'peeyan'. be greedy, 
yangk n. lower leg. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
yangk enchich adj. Usage: insulting term, be very greedy, 
yangk pun n. Usage: avoidance, fat legs. 

yangk winch adj. bow-legged or crooked legs. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yangkapulan n. Usage: avoidance, woman. Sjw.-wanch. sy«; wanch. 

yangkapulan pi'an important lady, like the Queen, 
yangk-uuy n. big family, 
yap n. older sister. See: Appendix I. 

yapanchin n. older sister, term can be used as form of address. 

yataman n. Category: Animals. 

1 • horse. 

2 • also sometimes used for sea-horse, but these are more specifically called yaraman ngakangan wookaman. 

yaraman puk foal. Category: Animals. 

yaw n. Variant: minh yaw. Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus himantopus),locally called policeman bird as is minh mont, Jabiru or 
Australian Stork. Black and white smallish wading bird. Mainly white with black wings, back and nape. Bill black and 
long, red legs and eyes. Feeds in shallow water along rivers occasionally around swamps. Category: Birds. 

yawant n. Usage: avoidance, foot. Syn: tha'. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yawant puk n. Usage: avoidance, toe. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yayp adj. As in: kemp yayp. lazy,sleepy,dopey person. 

yayp n. Variant: also 'pam yayp'. name older men call younger men who are participating in uchanam, initiation dance. Women 
call them uchan. When they have completed the dance and come through the painted arched bows, they are then called 
pam komp. 

ya'a l • res. no (e.g. in answer to a question, or a denial). 

2 • adv. really (negative intensifier). Some examples of this use follow: ya' appenchan be really lost or escape, ya' 
ngempan miss it (altogether), ya' penchan stinging very much (e.g. from jellyfish), ya' thee'an (wind) blows away, 
or throw away, ya' thathan look in vain, ya' thuchan sink right down in mud, water or soft sand chil mich. (minh) 
ya' thuuchan (fish) slips off (e.g. the line), ya' wayathan really lose/spoil (something), ya' ngathan blocked with 
someone or something; full of. 

ya'am adj. none,empty. Wanttin-ma' ya'amina? Peerpang yaaka'a! Where have those children gone? In the bushes maybe, 
ya'aman iv. go away (no sign),be out of sight. 

ya'angam adv. to no avail. Than ya’angam wenk-wenkin nungant, ke'am uwin nunang. They searched for him in vain, 
but they could not find him. 

ya'-ngul neg. finished,no more now,dead. 

may ya'- ng u I no more food, 
yeechan tv. pour out,spiii out. 
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oyngk chaapar yeechAN tv. vomit blood, 
oyngk yeechAN tv. vomit. 

yeelal., n. Variant: minh yeelal. Little Corella (Cacatua sanguinea). Small cockatoo with almost no crest. Has a short whitish bill 
and pink stain between bill and eye. Found in pairs up to large flocks. Usually perching in trees by water or on the 
ground feeding. Nests on debris in hollow tree, sometimes in termite mounds. Category: Birds. 

yeelal 2 Variant: also {ngak yeelal}. n. waves (of sea),ripple (of water). 

yeelal ekan iv. waves (going up and down). 

yeelal pi'an big waves. There are especially large waves breaking on the beach in the gulf in the um kaapak season. 

Sometimes they can be heard at Aurukun. As the high tides increase, they go further and further into the mangroves. 

yeempan tv. Usage: avoidance, get out,pull out (e.g. splinter or pandanus spike out of hand.) Syn: wichan. 

yeenganh n. thigh. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: kuman. 

yeengk adj. slack. 

OCham yeengk frequency of urine, 
pil yeengk slack or wobbly legs. 

yeengkamathan tv. loosen (e.g. before pulling out something that's stuck), 
yeep n. abdomen. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yeep chaaparang red twilight, sunset, really beautiful red (tells us when the turtle lays its eggs - like a sign). Category: Time, 
yeep mangk n. bladder. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yeep pathan tpv. bursting to go to the toilet. Yeep path-pathan ngayang. I'm bursting to go to the toilet, 
yeep wuthanaman iv. just about sunset. 

yeepan pi'an ngul pregnant. 

yeepanan iv. As in: iithun yeepanan. get a shock because of bad news, 
yeepanathan tv. Usage: avoidance, tear. Syn: ikathan. 
yeepatany loc. Usage: avoidance, west. 

yeethan tv. Usage: avoidance, tell (including gossip); say. Syn: waa'an. 

yeey! res. answering call from person or from ghost (e.g. at kaa'-kuchantan time). Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

yee' n. As in: As in: As in: As in: 

ye I kan g adv. boisterous movement, of the nature of shake-a-leg dance. 

yelkang mangk thanan iv. describes a boisterous wind or waves (like it is doing shake-a-leg). Wuntan wanttak yelkang 
mangk thanana? Why is the wind blowing so hard? 

yelkang pekan iv. shake-a-leg dance style. 

ye I man adj. Variant: yanganyelman. curly hair. 

yelnang n. Variant: kich yelnang. a small paperbark (melaleuca nervosa) found on river banks. See: kich yelnang. 
yencham adv. tightly. 

yencham P i '(—P i'AN) tv. hold (something tightly e.g. a cup),something (e.g. spear) stuck firmly (can't pull it out). Nil 
wanch alangan hookan yench-yencham pi'-pi' walmantangana. The hook is stuck firmly in the woman's 
cheek. 

yenchaman iv. (wait a) long time,hold (tight). Ngan yenchaman niiyant nyiinan. We waited a long time for you. Ngamp 
wukalak yaam yenchamampa! We're waiting a long while for our money. 

yenchang adv. tightly, firmly. 

ma' yenchang pi'-pi'AN tv. hold tight in one's hand, 
mee' yenchang adv. stare (often in anger). 
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yenchathan tv. save something up (e.g. food),keep someone a long time (e.g. hold them up, keep them waiting). Syn: ma' 

yenchathan. May yaam yenchathana, ke' yaarkathana. She saves her food for ages, she doesn't share it. Nint ke' 
ngayang yenchath~an ingamakana. Don't hold me up here. May yaam yenchathana, ke' yaarkathana. She saves 
her food for ages, she doesn't share it. Nint ke' ngayang yenchath~an ingamakana. Don't hold me up here. 

kul (yench-)yenchathAN tv. nurse old grievances (e.g. day after day someone might complain, with long speeches, 
about something that angers him). 

yenkan n. Usage: avoidance, body. Syn: kemp. Category: Body Parts and Products, 
yeppen short form of yeppe'an. 

yeppe'an n. a useless hunter or food gatherer,an unlucky hunter or food gatherer. 

yerpangan tv. Usage: avoidance, pull out (e.g. pull out something from the fridge, pull out string, pull out prop stick, pull out 
tooth). Syn: thuthan. 

yey 1 adj. 1 • in bits. May yey. A small piece of food (not the whole piece). 

2 • bruises, sores all over (said of body parts). 

kaa' yey nose full of sores. 

kemp yey person whose body is full of sores or bruises (maybe from being beaten). 
yey 2 res. yes (certainly), 
yeyaa! res. yes (certainly). 

yeyaman /u be tom,be broken up. May yey-yeyama. Food all broken up into bits, 
yeyathan tv. pull to bits,break in pieces,tear into pieces. 

yichan As in: thaa' yichan. n. whiskers (e.g. of crayfish, jewfish, or cat). Also used to describe; threads hanging down (e.g. of a 
dress that needs hemming). 

yiikan n. new shoots. Category: Grasses. Waththiy yiikan kan pentantana! The yam vines are shooting. 

yiikan tv. straighten (e.g. wire, or straighten oneself (by bending)). Yiik nungantakam. He twisted his body back and forth (to 
straighten it). 

y ii 1 1 n. Variant: may yiil. root vegetable like small potato found in the timber place in the wet season kaap). The plant is like a 
vine and looks rather like grass with a little purple flower. The root is flat and can be eaten raw after washing off the 
dirt .Category: Grasses. 

yiil 2 n. Variant: thaa' yiil. gills of fish. Category: Fish. 

yiil 3 n. Variant: yuk yiil. breathing roots of mangrove, the sharp ones sticking out together that poke into your 
feet .Category: Grasses. Tha' yiilang ikathanya. The mangrove roots poked into my feet. 

yiil 4 n. Variant: yuk yiil. a small tree that grows on the salt pans and plains. Category: Plants. 

yiil 5 adj. Variant: mee' yiil. bad eyesight, can hardly see. See: mee' yiil. 

yiimpath iy adj. Variant: also said as 'man yiimpathiy'. disagreeable person who is always doing something bad, normally 
used to refer to nasty teasing, finding fault (which then starts fights). But can also be used to refer to someone who is 
always playing up with a girl. 

ma' yiimpathiy someone who is always stealing, or gambling, or similar activity. 

yiinch adv, adj. wet. Ngay kan muunch~anga! Kemp yiinch wunowara! I'll have a shower so my skin can get wet (and 
cool). 

yiinchaman a get wet. 
yiinchathan a. to wet. 

yi i nkan n. juices that drip down from dead body, 
yiintantin adj. person who is always giggling for nothing. 

man yiintantin adj. itchy throat.tickle in throat, 
yiip loc. south. 

yiipangk loc. towards the south side. 
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yik n. Variant: minh yik. Purple Swamphen (Porphyrio porphyrio). Large conspicuous water bird not often seen. Has deep 

triangular scarlet bill and shield, dark blue/grey head and body with reddish legs. Found around permanent swamps, 
inland waters. Jumps around on top of waterlilies. Category: Birds. 

yikan n. Variant: kek yikan. spear made from Wattle tree. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. See: kek 
yikan. 

yikkiy n. native hibiscus (maybe Hibiscus meranberis or Hibiscus diversifolius). A shrub, usually about lm tall growing on 
alluvial flats and timber places. It can also be called the swamp hibiscus. It is a common flower following the wet 
season, and the attractive white (becoming pink) flowers with maroon centres are used for decoration at Aurukun. They 
become plentiful around the kaap and onchan wayath seasons. Toy spears are made from the stems by the children. Only 
wallabies eat it. Category: Plants. 

yimanam adv. similar to; like this; in this manner. 

nil yi man am and so it continued in that way. 

yimanang adv. 1 • similar to,like this,in this manner. An nil ke' yaraman yimanangan iiy-iiyan, tha' muutathiya. She 
walks like a horse with a heavy tread. Kinch kan-ngulan uk-ukana, an ngamp thathimp yuwana ke' kaa'wal 
pam yimanangan, wiyiya ke' puk many yimanangan thathimp. When the sun is going down, we see the clouds 
looking like faces of men or of children. 

2 • now;at this present time. Aak yimanangan-a, cars yot ngul pi'-pi'antan. Nowadays people have lots of cars. 

yinang adv. short form of yimanang. 

yip adv. soon. 

yipam Variant: also said as 'yipmam'. conj. so that. Nint yaam ke’ way-wayam~ana, ngamp kan-ngul yipam 

iiy~ampa!Stop being difficult, so that we can go. Kaath-ang, nint ngeenak kerk-kerkangana? Nint yipam minh 
nga' yot wich-wich~an ey? Mother, why are you hurrying? So you can catch lots of fish, ey? 

yipmam See: yipam. 

yippak adv yet, still. Nint kuup~an yippak, ngal ngul iiy~ala! Wait on just yet, we'll go later. Nint kuup~an yippak, ngal 
ngul iiy~ala! Wait on just yet, we'll go later. 

ya'yippak not yet. 

yip-yipam adv. very soon. Pam anana way-wayam ngula, ngangk puk urn nungantamana an itangam ngul thaw- 

thawan. Ngamp yip-yipam wayath~amp nunang. That man is critically ill, and his heart is beating faintly now. We 
will lose him very soon. 

yit n. Usage: avoidance. Variant: nhengk yit. big brown and yellow goanna. Syn: (minh) thech. 

yi' loc. Usage: avoidance, south. Syn: yiip. 

yi' As in: As in: As in: 

yi'mangk n. part ofbody below abdomen, pubic area. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yi'waath n. old time bush skirt or petticoat, worn by men, women and children. Made from draped and knotted lengths of string 
spun from kuuy waath, (also kuuy ngaathan or kuuy pool or kuuy cheew. Covers pubic area 
yi'mangk. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Syn: yeep waath. 

yoch adj. soaking wet with something (tea, blood, pus, water) and maybe stained as well. Kulich chaapar yoch kal— 

kalanga.My dress is wet and stained with blood. Kulich chaapar yoch kal-kalanga. My dress is wet and stained 
with blood. 

yoch mak dress stained by pus from a sore. 

yoch-yochiy n. spirits that go in pairs (they are brothers). They live in the mangroves and carry long spears with drawings on 
them, and big flat woomeras. They look like people and have long noses, straight figures and fat arms and legs. They 
have red skin and black hair and tattoos on the arms, which are drawings of orchids. The younger one is bad and is no 
man's friend. The older one is kind and tries to stop the younger one from making trouble. Category: Ceremony and 
Dreaming. 

yompanam See: umyompanam. 

yongk n. ironwood gum for spears and woomeras. The process for preparing the gum is as follows:- 1. Dig and cut roots, clean 
off sand. 2. Warm in fire and scrape with string or small stick. 3. Put onto stick and stand by fire. 4. Get log and rub on 
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wax worn). 5. Warm and hit gummed stick on wax and keep hitting until smooth. 6. Keep in dillybag waangk for use. 

kechan yongk n. digging stick. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

yilk yongk Ironwood tree (Erythrophleum chlorostachys). Used for making clubs, spears and woomeras. Red dye obtained 
from inner bark and gum is taken from roots. Large trees, common around Aurukun and in timber 
country .Category: Plants. 

yongkang parkathan tv. custom ofburning green ironwood leaves so that areas and objects touched or used by a dead 
person can be smoked (originally shade areas the deceased frequented, plus spears and other possessions he/she used. 
Nowadays things like trucks and outboard motors are included). This is so that the spirit nhinthan-maany) will go away. 
The objects are then freed for use again (trucks not considered safe to drive unless this is done). Also people who have 
touched the coffin or anything of the dead person have to warm their hands yongkang ma' parkathwuntan) in the smoke 
so that they can share food with others. Category: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

yOOman n. women's long fighting stick with sharp points and painted red on the body and white (with morp on the 
top. Category: Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. Variant: kechan yooman. 

yOOmpan 1 n. Variant: thum yoompan. wood that is good for firewood. Syn: thum uth. 

yOOmpan 2 n. lower leg. Category: Body Parts and Products. Syn: yangk. 

yoomparig adj. greedy. Syn: yangk. 

yoompanam n. Variant: minh yoompanam. Large Male Brolga (Grus rubicundus). Category: Birds. See: minh kor'. 

yOOfl loc. outside (e.g. outside the cleared camping area, outside the house or village, even 'off the blanket'),village area (as 
against Administration area of Aurukun). 

kemp yoon halfnaked. 

mee' yoon (iiyAN) adv. go openly; show oneself. Mee' yoon iiya! Than kaangk thathayn nintanga. Go and show 
yourself. They want to see what you look like. 

yoongap n. Variant: minh yoongap. mangrove goanna or mangrove monitor (Varanus semiremex). This goanna has a pretty 
design. It eats soft crabs. Its fat can be melted in a mudshell and then poured into a bottle ready for use as a rubbing 
ointment when children are sick. It is especially good for flu. Category: Animals. Syn: muthiyam. 

yOOrp n. Category: Food. As in: As in: As in: 

may yOOrp n. small black succulent fruit from the tree yuk yoorp, found after the wet season. Category: Food. 

yilk yoorp n. Black Currant Tree (Antidesma ghaesembilla). Small 3m (maximum) shrub with small leaf. Bears fruit at all 
stages of plant development. Grows in scrub woodland on brown sandy loam and on the edge of swamps. Common 
near Aurukun. Category: Plants. 

yoow excl. hurray!,thank goodness! Expression of relief or joy (e.g. if a mango falls or when people stop fighting). 

yooypang n. spirit with an ugly red, hairy body that has a bad smell. He goes around by himself. Not the spirit of a man. Lives 
in the cherry tree yuk pengkiy) and is similar to ngalp-ngalpan but wilder. Categoiy: Ceremony and Dreaming. 

yot adj. lots,many. 

ma'-yotam adv. lots of times. 

ngamp yotam everyone. 

yowarakam excl. just as well!,good job!;serves you right! ( e.g. This may be said to young men going to Stuart Creek prison.) 

yoyk n. hill; mountain. 

yoyk thap-thapang between hills. Category: Geography. 

yilk 1 • tree; wood; stick. Category: Plants. 

2 • thing. 

yuk kumanh pn. a dead man's belongings. 

yuk maak n. message stick. Category .Artefacts Constructions and Personal Objects. 

yuk olot n. hollow log. 
yuk thanathan n. fence. 

yu k th i n k n. main trunk of tree. 
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yuk thook n. pipe. 

yil k waap n. long stick on a rope for dugong hunting. 

yuk way min things. 

yu k WU uyan n. something lying crossways (e.g. a log over a creek acting like a bridge), 
ma' punth yuk adj. very strong person (physically). 

thaa' yuk peeyAN, thaa' yuk thuthAN iv. cry broken-heartedly. yuk ma' wunpanak stamp (for thumb prints). yuk 
mee'akana glasses (spectacles). 

yuk thontan maakan tv. die. 

yu kaym n. name given to someone who has the same name of someone who has died. 

yukwu'anh n. Great Billed Heron (Ardea sumatrana). A large dark grey/brown heron with a heavy dark bill. Usually by itself 
in mangroves along rivers. Has a 'deep throaty roaring' noise, especially at night. Category: Birds. 

yu I n. a type of red-coloured gum which drips down from yuk put in long strings. If someone has a sore bottom, a good cure is to 
soak yul in water in a bark dish ik). When the water turns red, then the person should sit in it and bathe in it (as one 
would bathe in water with salt). Category: Plants. Yulang wenchan mulath. That gum healed up that sore. 

yulamul n. large jellyfish, blueish in colour. Category: Fish. Yulamulang pench pulang, kuuy ongkang kath-kath 
pulang. They were stung by a jellyfish, its tentacles wound around them. 

yumpan tv. 1 • make (e.g. artifacts),build,repair (also min-min yumpan. 

2 • write. 

thaa' yumpAN tv. imitate,mimic. 

Wik yumPAN tv. make plans, 
yunangan tv. Usage: avoidance, scrape,scratch. Syn: uukan. 
yunchan tv. Usage: avoidance, clear,sweep,scrape. Syn: thakan. 

yuuk 1 ii. Variant: aak yuuk. runny and white sand found in the east at the Archer River. This sand is slippery and quickly slips 
off the skin or is easily brushed off. 

yUUk 2 n. Variant: um yuuk. the front part of the bonefish, good eating. Category: Food, 
yuuk mich n. quicksand. 

yuum n. Variant: thuuk yuum. Black-headed python, blind yellow snake with black head, average length 2 
metres. Category: Animals. 

yuump n. Variant: aak yuump. level bank, probably top part of bank. Category: Geography, 
yuunch 1 n. As in: As in: As in: 

yuunch 2 n. Usage: avoidance, thing. Syn: yuk. Category: Plants. 
yUUnchj n. As in: As in: As in: 

yuunch-matan n. Variant: minh yuunch-matan. piniwinkle. Category: Fish. 

yuungk n. elbow. Category: Body Parts and Products. Ngayang yuungkang ke' thanpanya! Don't poke me with your 
elbow! 

yuup adj. wriggling,restless,very active. Yuup ke'an nyiina! Sit still! Yuup ke'an nyiina! Sit still! Yuup ke'an nyiina! Sit 
still! Yuup ke'an nyiina! Sit still! 

ma' yuup adj. meddling, mischievous hands, 
thaa'yuup adj. gossipy person. 

tha' yuup adj. someone who is always on the go (sometimes used to describe a promiscuous person), 
yuupaman iv. wriggle,move actively. 

ma'yuupamAN tv. meddle, 
thaa'yuupamAN zv. gossip. 
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tha' yUUpamAN iv. go constantly (e.g. up and down, up and down). 

thipang yUUpamAN iv. used to describe a baby which is very active when still inside the mother's womb. 

yuurpam adv. directly,straightaway,quickly. Yuurpam iiy. He went straight there. 

yuutamp n. hole (e.g. in dress, boat, or a cracked or hollow place in the ground - used to describe the cracks in the ground in 
the plain country). Chukkun yuutampthiy. Leaky boat (due to holes in the boat). 

yuw n. clouds. Category: Time. Category: Time. Category: Time. Category: Time. Category: Time. Category: Time, 
aak yUW n. clear sky. Category: Time. 

aak yuwathiy adj. cloudy. Category: Time. 
minh yuw white of an egg. Category: Food, 
min yUW adj. no clouds. Category: Time. 
yUW pach n. white clouds. Category: Time. 

yuw pach n. the Milky Way. 

yuwan it. underarm. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yuwan pench n. underarm hair. Category: Body Parts and Products. 

yuwan poonchal n. strong underarm sweat odour, used to mb on new babies and on those who see a sacred dance for the 

first time and also on newcomers approaching unfamiliar territory or a totem place. This is rubbed on by the owners of 
the country or song. Also when hunting for wallabies, mud is put over the underarm cavity so that the hunter cannot be 
smelled. 

yuwan thi nth n. side of body from underarm to waist. Category: Body Parts and Products. Yuwan thinthang ke' 
thee'~an. Don't hand things to people from behind. 

yuwan thuu' n. underarm hair. Category: Body Parts and Products. 
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